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PREFACE- 


NOTWITHSTANDING  the  haftc  with 
which  thefe  difcourfes  *  were  compofed, 
and  the  errors  which  muft  confequently  have 
crept  into  them,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  comply 
with  the  defire  exprefled  by  many  perfons,  be- 
fore whom  they  were  pronounced,  of  feeing  them 
in  print. 

Previous  to  my  entering  upon  the  confuta- 
tions of  the  different  governments,  I  have  given , 
my  opinion  on  the  origin  of  fociety:  and  al- 
though this  fubjedt  has  been  treated  by  the  moft 
able  writers,  I  have  ventured  to  repeat  the  ideas 
which  I  formerly  expreft  upon  it,  in  a  work  on 
our  ancient  legiilation. 


imm 


Man  is  intended  by  nature  to  live  under  the 
government,  and  by  the  aid,  of  focial  conven- 

•  Th^  w^rc  originally  given  as  lefturcs  by  M,  de  la  Croix. 

b  tions. 
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tions.  This  truth,  fo  gften  repeated,  becomes 
inoFe  evident  as  wc  inquire  more  attentively  into 
the  organization  of  our  forms;,  our  lingering 
growth ;  and  the  flow  development  of  our  facul- 
ties. Ten  years  muft  pafs  away  between  the 
moment  of  our  firil  feeing  the  light,  and  that 
wherein,  even  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  the  humaa 
being  can  renounce  the  aid  of  others,  and  exift 
without  the  intervention  of  any  powers  but  his 
own.  If,  therefore,  he  was  to  be  abandoned  by 
thofe  who  gave  him  life  at  the  period  when  na- 
ture ceafes  to  impofe  upon  the  mother  the  nc- 
ccffity  of  fuckling  him,  he  raufl  pcrifli  the  vic- 
tim of  his  own  weaknefs,  or  a  prey  to  the  voraci- 
ty of  other  animals.  But  could  the  mother  be 
able  to  fupport  herfelf  and  all  the  children  flie 
might  produce ;  and  provide  for  the  maintainance 
and  defence  of  a  fucceflion  of  offspring,  if  (he 
were  not  affilled  in  her  maternal  cares  ?  With- 
out fuch  ailifhnce,  a  mother's  condition  would 
be  of  all  others  the  mofl  miferablc ! 

In  denying  to  man  the  ftrength  and  agility  be* 
flowed  on  other  creatures.  Nature  has  not  left 
him  without  a  compeniation.  If  he  is  lefs  itrong 
than  the  larger  canuvexx^us  animais,  he  has  th^ 
refourcc  pf  living  on  cQrn>  oa.|ruits>.  ajid  on 
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filh :  he  cin  climb  to  the  top  of  a  tree,  to  pluck 
iis  pmduce :  he  can  dive  to  the  bottom  of  a  ttvd^, 
46  fciic  the  inhabitants  of  the  waters. 

If  his  fmell  is  Icls   acute,  the  touch  is  the 
fenfe  better  adapted  to  his  ftatiirc. 

If  he  is  naked,  he  can,  by  means  of  his  hands, 
formed  for  induftry,  conftrudt  huts,  and  make 
g^ffiietlts  which  he  can  put  on  and  off  at  plea-^^ 
fure. 
•    I-)6prived  of  the  murderous  fangs,  and  hori- 

z6nUl  fpring  of  quadrupeds,  he  is  endowed  with 

<  -       •   ■ 

the  power  of  ufing  an  inftrument  which  fcryes 
Mm  ^t  once  for  a  fupporter,  and  for  a  weapon 
of  offence  and  defence  :  and  he  can  fling 
ftdnes,  to  wound  the  animal  which  flees  before 
fifiii,'  of  the  bird  which  wings  its  way  throu^ 
A*  air: 

But  the  earth,  unfortunately,  does  not  always 
pfixliice  fmits:  the  animals,  which  he  might 
ffeiife  arid  devour,  difperfe  and  become  fcarce  jr 
while  his  occafion  for  nutriment  is  flill  the 
iarhe:  how  fliall  he  appeafe  this  appetite  by 
^^ch  he  is  incefTantly  aflailed  ? 

After  having  endured,  for  one  winter,  the  mi- 
ifey  of  living  dn  the  bark  of  trees;  and  fome  few 
sottr;  the  HfUi^^  ttadi  them  txi  i^ 

b  2  pro- 


■  f  -• 
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)Sirotident.  One  man  collefts,  and  confines, 
the  leaft  favage  animals :  he  unites  them  in  a 
ttdck,  which  live  under  his  dominion,  fuftain 
torn  with  their  milk  and  their  flcfh,  and  cloath 
him  with  their  fleeces. 

Another,  who  has  not  yet  Icamt  to  render  the 
earth  more  fruitful  by  cultivation,  applies  him- 
fclf  to  gathering,  and  ftoring  up,  the  fruits  with 
which  he  is  prefentcd  by  nature. 
'  '  Yet  the  fhcpherd,  who  believed  himfclf  fo 
'^^Ithy'  in  the  peaceable  ajiimals  which  he  led 
to  pafture,  beholds  them  all  at  once  difperfed, 
fliftroyed,  and  borne  away  by  the  pitilefs  hunters^ 
xvho  have  fallen  upoh  them. 
*  ^  The  fruits,  which  the  farmer  had  coUcdted 
iftd  preferved  with  fo  much  care,  are  difcovered : 
'a'hd,  on  returning  to  his  cabin,  he  finds  there 
neither  riches  nor  hope  ! 

^*'  How  are  thefe  unexpe<Sed  misfortunes  to  be 
i^medied  ?  If  he  labours  to  obtain  hew  fupplies 
from  the  earth,  can  he  be  afliired,  that  he  Ihall 
iiOi  again  experience  the  fame  lofs,  by  which 
he  is  now  afflicted  ?  This  juit  fear  gives  another 
mflruftivc  leflbn  to  his  reafon.  He  cannot  at 
the  iame  time  go  out  to  gather  his  fruits,  arid 
fuard  thofe  which  he  has  klread^  coDedtedi  he 

l    '  therefore 
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jdit/f^&vc  aflbciate$  with  another  man»  whQ  Im 
alfp  gsUih^red.^  little  ftore,  and  ba$  confeque^^ 
^tbq ifame, d^ngcC'  to.  apprehend :  thefe  men  j^ 
tiifiu  tKfSur^.  together;  and  while  one  is  abrip^ 
gathering  fupplies  to  augment  the  iVore^  thf 
pt|Ler^j&  at  IxxKxie  to  prote&  what.is  laid  i^p. 
.  .Ja  the  evening  of  a  fine  day  one  of  thefe  si^ 
ibpiateSf  whom  I  ihall  call  the  farmer,  retun^ 
to  his  hut;  exhauiled  by  collecting,  and  bendwg 
undfx  ^weight  of  the  treafure  which  he  means 
tp,  d/^pffHt' in  the  fubternmeou3  confervatof^ 
4WK  W  ^^  ^^^  '^^  purppfe.  ;What  is  his  jTmr- 
prijfef ,  when  he .  fees  the  corn  fcattered  P<n.  tiff 
ground,  and  the  fruits  trampled  under  foot !  ^c 
^^,aiK:es«  and,  oh !  unhappy  man,  finds  all  is 
4(;iraAa,tion !  He  raifes  his  hands  to  heaven :  hp 
49Qks  eagerly  for  the  protecftor,  in  whom  he  ha<i 
placed  his  confidence  :  he  accufes  him  of  trea.* 
4^eiCy :  he  nms  and  calls,  him :  he  returns :  he 
j^;:fues  different  paths :  at  lafl  he  fees  a  creatii^ 
'4ik(e  him,  lingering  in  miiiery :  he  approaches, 
^^Ufcfcafoely  kiiows  the  fufFerer  from  his  ghafi^ 
«i4ri>lceding  yifege.  Oh!  fatal  effedt  of  pro- 
j)eirty,.yrhieh  has  already  armed  man^againA  xxxsa^ 
i^^idcaufcd  the  (bedding  of  hunian  blood  I  Alaifil 
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•  The  heart  of  the  former,  fcarcely  yet  emerged 
from  a  favage  ftate,  is  ftruck,  by  this  rpedaclc> 
irith  fentiments  before  unknown :  he  feds  the 
impulfc  of  fenfibility !  The  win  countenance 
of  his  companion  j  the  pain  with  which  he 
moves,  and  his  appearance  of  fufFering,  troubles 
and  atfefts  him  :  he  endeavours  to  learn  the 
tkufe  of  the  misfortuifc ;  he  fupport^  him ;  he 
examines  his  wounds.  Ha  !  was  it  not  fome 
jferocious  animal  that  fell  upon  him?  Why 
Was  I  not  near  (he  exckims)  to  defend  him  ?  ' 

The  eloquence  of  figns  is  now  difplayed;  and 
that  firil:  language  of  nature,  enriched  with  new 
l^reflion  under  the  impuiie  of  tender  con* 
cem.  By  what  geftures  does  the  poor  fujfferer 
defcribe  all  that  has  happened !  how  pathetically 
wprefent  the  entrance  of  hunters,  who  little  ex^ 
peQitd  to  find  a  mafter  in  the  cabin  he  was  lefi 
to  guard  t  How  jufUy  does  this  man,  who  as 
yet  knows  not  how  to  utter  any  founds  but  thofc 
^  joy  and  forrow,  exprefs  the  ardour  of  thefc 
'jplbnderers  in  ieizing  upon  the  newljr  diieovered 
treafure ;  their  ihudders  of  extacy ;  the  unioA 
#f  their  fwces,  and  his  own  coqrageous  de^ 
fence ! 

It  is  not  then  enough  to  be  proprietor  of  a 

a  flock. 


s 

hi  defisnidcd  from  tho/e  who  jiave  iwne.  ^  I^.|f 
i!ito  4ie&  ibfficmit  to  fav^^s  from  ^^UY^ne^  t^^ 
iMoanake  •theairth>ittK)re  prpUiiCj  and  trea%jip 
1^  i$&fnAt9yv9c  mujQ:  guard  tl^cmiroip  the  ap^^ 
pcoich  of :;tiiof6  who  would  4e7pur  ojor  ilor^  f^. 
if  they,  were  the,  produce  of  their  pwn  fcijbom^ij 
nor  is  thearmof  QiQje^.of  of  twOiijaea^  adequa^^ 
to  thoir  defence^  Hqw,  therefore,  ihall  \y;e  r^ 
pel/thoie  darings  YdgalH>nd$>  who  are  accui)x>qA^ 
to'  mskt^  imut  ujppi^  the  moft  ferocious*  aa^ 

mAsr     -.  •         -  -  .-  ,      .p r     . 

fr  :Tbb  ihcphcrds  :iiiute#  a$i  tmnf,  ©f  thqn>  ^  ^gf}^ 

th«y  have  one  comoiQa  caUjfej  aad  .dfi^uu^iB 
i^oncert  their  affembled  flocks  ,-  ^3 

virt  f]?l]«i  I  farmers  raii!e  thekr^sfthins  in^fi^qt^ 
€<hcir  T  iihey  Tender  ^  entranqe  mcire  ^f&c^-f 
ttlid'cn^;age  ^o .  repel,  by  cooui^qQ jK:cQnd» r«^ 
ibaii|ger»,indbio^ihall  dtre;  to  ent^  th^r  4weUr 

Ji^^iks  ! there'  is  a'? greaiter  «na}ogy  rtbeiweeo  tjif 
^[ycaaadble  lifetsf  the  ihrpherd*  and  that  ^fibf 
Armer;  than  ihne'is  hUwwM  /t^itei  asd-i^ 
fattntor,'the^tiro  firA^  after  havingh^^onou^coc^ 
tentions,  conciliate  their  interefts;  make  rf^ 

yrtfcd 'ferrjfaf $p(fbjD^>  tht^ifnaTQWittioo;.  of  their 

v^oor  j;  b  4  pro- 


peftrty  5'  a*id  foon  conclude  the  l>uflnrfs;  <  bjr^ 
imiting  in  Wic  fociety.  '^  ^' -      *- 

«iiflrhu«*  we  fee,  on  one  fide,  pbpulatsoft^  begilii, 
alfd  mcreafe,  among  individuals,  united  in  orte 
body,  and  fixed  on  one  plot  of  ground :  on  the 
other,  we:  behold  that  part  of  the  human  race 
Wrich  is  lefs  removed  from  a  ftate  of  nature, 
difninifh,  and  become  iftipov^ifJiid,  when  forced 
to  remove  from  that  which  is  mofe  civnizcd. 
IvThe  firft  of  thefe  miift  have  cabins  to  refide 
in;  while  fofefts-ar*  the  abode  of  the  other.  The 
firft  afcend  infenfibly  to  their  noble  origin  ;  the 
ithcr  arefuperior  to  quadrupeds  in  nothing,  but 
the  advantage  of  their  ftature,  and  the  refouroet 
of  their  organization. 

?^'' With  that  part  of  mankind  who  fly  from  fo- 

ciety ;  and  with  thofe  troops  of  men,,  whom  ha- 

ifaits,  and  want  of  forcfight  render  iavagc^  no 

bws  we  neccflary,  becauCr  they  iKive  nothing  to 

•fadfc,  and  muft  fubfift  by  plunder :  ftrength  is 

,riicir  right,  -and  wcakncfs  their  wrong:  what^ 

xsver  nature  produces  belongs  to  the  &vage ;  the 

/isarth  and  theivaters  are  for  him :  but  the  man, 

nti^ho.is  obliged  to  fow  before  he  can  reap,  will 

A^bw  no  xnore,^  if  lie  cannot  hope  for  a  harveft : 

imdiiiey.  who!&cd$<a.fiock»  or  herd^  will  lead 

ii'jii^  them 


dMm  >&o  more  ^*  pa!9wt^)  -;  if  aiiother  r^raa^^Mymf 
and  tear  them  away.     By  what  meanacaikldmj 
fiHfcref  thcie  be  afiured  of  the  due  reward  of  hi$ 
kbour^  aiKl  the  other  of  the  recompence  of  hkv 

*.  l^hisraffurance  can  only  be  obtabcd  by  covto^^ 
mnting.^  jft,  That  the  man  who  clears  aa!iA 
tultivatee  a  fields  has  an^^xdufiye  right  to  th^ 
produce  of  that  field ;  and  that  he,  who  has 
found  the  fificans:  of »  confining  animals,  and 
who  proridesfor  thedif  ib^  alone  difpofe  of 
them,-  .  '■  .      ;-i;\ 

« 

•  •  ndr.  That  an  proprietors:  ihall  unke  agaihft 
die  uhjufl  perfon,  who  ihall-  dare  to  invade  tU( 
property  of  another.  -  •  '^  io 

.rThus  the  firfl,>  the  moft  folemn  of  all  ^lAws 
wsjsimade  in  £r70ur  of  proprietors «        .     :  -  iT>b 
?n  Rcruffeau  £udi  widi  juftice,  that  the  firft  mjdk 
wboihaTring/inJcio&d  a  pece  of  .gttnind  laid,  tik 
4s  for  n^fdfy  was  the  true  founder  of  civil  fodcU 
4y.  But  hrwauldnot  hare  been  "a^^j^rrfmi/m, 
^  he  had  added,  ^^^  This  land^:  which  prDdncoi 
>«.  nothing  in  itsrpitient  uncultivated  iftate^  I  wiil 
^<  render  fertile>i  by  opening  ita  bofbm' ;  and  the 
^^  fweat  of  my  brow  ihall'  fidQ  *  upon  it :  I  will 
^'  pknt  young  trees  tfattrcinii^mdi  will  ib{iport 

«^  their 
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^  tbeiti'  feeble  youth ;  and  when  they  grow  to 
•*  maturity,  their  fruits  fhall  be  for  my  ofc/- 
IFliid  Irian  docs  no  injury  tx>  the  common  pro- 
perty: nay,  {o  far  ifrom  being  an*  ufurper^  he 
renders  his  fubfiftence  lefs  burdenibme  to  fo- 
ctiety :  and  all  that  is  produced  by  his  labour^  is 
Ib^much  given  by  *  him  towards  the  common 
flock,  out  of  which  all  living  creatures  are  to  be 
fiifbained. 

'  Rea(<m  therefore  compels  us  to  acknowledge 
this  greiC  truth;  that  though  the  earth  belongs 
in  general  to  all  who  breathe,  he  who  renders 
iny  portion  of  it  more  fertile,  has  an  cxclofive 
fight  to  the  fraits  of  that  portion,  becaufe  the 
jffofits  accruing  from  his  labour  bdong  only  to 
him;  and  becaufe  the  land,  which  he  has 
appropriated  to  himielf,  is  not  only  not  purloin* 
kl&'  frotA.  fociety,  bat  the  abundant  prodbce 
Which  it  owes  to  his^care,  is  a  gift  which  fockty 
feeeivea  from  himt 

The^fb  offence  -therefore  was  tscniylkig  the 
bttftandman  in  thff-enjc^rment  of  the  fidd  which 
&e  had  teclaimed:  and  there  was  an  indifpenfi^ 
ble  ncceffity  for  putting  a  fbop  to*  this  outrage, 
ia  a  ijiolation  c^  thui  focial  union,  andde^udive 

it?:'/"--.  This 
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•^  >  TbiA  fii>fti  jofSsooe  ceoidu^m  to  tlu:  ficftige^i^ 

<^  If  disir^ts  of  lULfiure  have  been.  tvtUedil^ 
hilmaa  jadufloy;  if  the  moil  aacwnt  ibci^vi?9R9[* 
ventkxishaV^  guaranteed 'tojDoan^^  pro^i^^^ 
one  grand  point  is  •  gainedt-^th^t  of  prev$n«if|g 
£inuae.  .  0ut  what  a  multitaide  of  occdiipQi 
ipring  out  of  this.iecurity !.  ,;  r,  -i  ^  .0  i  >ii 
The  fecial  man  beholds  himfelf  furrom^dtili 
with  grad^cations  and  delighlSi  to  whichj  jb  a 
^ndeong  il$ite>  hjc  was  in(i^fihle»  and  mhkh 
feem  wholly  atliached  fq  a  iedentary  life^  ,  ;>  fxt 
-  '  Wifail^  |]M^  now  repofes;  at  his  eaie  upon  4^ 
j^lf-rai^'ftack  of  cpni$  OTrexCended  pi^  tfi)f 
^%  hillpckf  &4I0W8  tmth'  his  eye  hk  6o^i^ 
wandeiingypver  the;grdsn  paftwie,  ..4v  ^imif 
ti;a,a5fga?n>c^  by  ibsne  infenijible.  re^utipo,t(inl^f 
x^^.^eingr^M^jfenfefr  uofpld^  ^eoifcly^^afj^ 
j^HirjeripBf  fe<aipn ;  heliftens  with  ddiglfct,,<|^ 
th^i  unknown,  to  the  fiiigingrof<*the^biirds>:ch^ 
ear  is  fvngbii  bylhe*  mwfi)UFiQf  the  |i^ua|h|in: 
the.  Mghi;colours  rof  the  flowers  chaim  hi^^fyi^ 
aad'h(«.  fiade  ftill  grea/teriiples^f^Ee  in  breajthi^g 
tbe>odoure!thBydiiiu&.  r.tj*/,-   .-..  ..<.:i;;,  ,.  ^,)ri 

/'That  creMure^  like  hkn&^  ii^  poi^eiies  jd^ 

ftrength>  byfc itmcvealMQdaJQilir.ad^ 

,r  ri  graces  I 
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gtlLoeC:;  who  fiiesy  without  being  aJEcaid  of  him 
ihf  ifecms  to  /hun^  and  abfents  herfelf  onlv  to 
ItHs/^gbt ;  ibe^  whom  nature  has  formed  pre^* 
f^kiiently  amiable^  even  fhe  had  not  always,  .t|ic 
yflfwer  of  attrading  his  regards ;  but  now,  when 
fidt  :V^w  the  influence  of  paffion,  his  heart  flill 
pines  for  her  fociety ;  and  his  eyes,  expreffivc 
ffi  teiider  iblicitudei  yet  fcek  her>  when  fhe  is 
'Wrafy.'.'  .- 

-  If  he  beholds  her  from  afar,  he  i. flics  to  her 
iKimore  with  a  kind  of  *fury  ^'  he  approaches  her 
with  gentle  fteps  i  feems  deflrous  >of  iofpinng 
bor  "with  confidence^  and  takes  delight  in  gazing 
lipon  her.  He  fears  her, departure ;  he  ei^chains 
lier  with  his  arms^  and  thus  guides  her  ilep^  tqr 
Mrds  his  cabin,  which  he  ihevy^s^  and  oflfcr^  ixer 
tlK  riches  it  containfi*  Oh  love  i  alLjis  thy  pror 
pGHTtyi  all  belongs  to  thee:  an4  wh^t . thp^ 
teaveft  with  us  is  thy.  gift.  .  .  -  7/  ;.  >  -.  ,,  ^  ,y 
h:  Haa  not  man  i^ow  all:  that  he  caja,  deflect?  ^C»fl 
there  ftiH  be  any  thiijg  wanting  tc^iiis  happ^eia^ 
^incB  he  has  a  fween  companioiv  tq-Svi^^^t  .hjis 
^bour  will  be- no  longer  painfull. :  Mfhea .winrr 
Wr.  wraps  the. heavens  in  -a  gloomy:  veil ; .  when 
dKwjnds  h«Ye.4tfpeFfed:  the  inhabiunts  pfthe 
air,  and  changed  their  A>ng:  ipt9  a  .ihortxofO/« 
)  plaining 


4  i  I .'  k 


lflidnth^"di5iT)>;"Wheh  ndthin^  is?  he»dbtte^ 
Me^'liloWKh^'  of  the!  wind^  and  the  hdiiip^Qr  Uik 
a§^&i^  trees ;  -Wheft  hatiirc'  jl^reiefits-  A6:  i^tftib 
l^'thcf 'vim  but  orie  vdft  (htQt  'of  ftfdw,  etAdroAa 

» 

vSft 'petrified  ty  froll^,  rnaij'  w9l  b^  ho^iwsrf 
^nc  j  and  he  will  wiit  withciut  i^re«ferefe  *fiji 
thi rttnrh  of  fpring;  v.     .r,     ...  ,  .  >.piq 

Biit  what  new  tiitttnf  is  that  I  foehotd  iibi£iri$ 
upon  this  in£int  fociety  ?  He  is  preccdoi'l^ 
it!!|)ic2oti  and  Tullen  cares ;  dii^ord  and  ftfr^kre 
M^  eotnptoi6ns/%nd  death  kfdi£  k  in  hisr  tndu^ 
"  By  tfeeft^fHghtfufafftfndkntsI  know  hiisk^« 
ht  Jtmdit^M^^  the  path  whidl 

Idids  to'  Rkp^iriefs,  condu6t  us  felfo'  to  the  •dark 
<idh  6F  chagrin  and  guilt  I  While  man  had'^urf 
Kithitatidn  biit  die  fbreft,  and  while  he  ifiibfifteii 
oBl^  bh^  tiicf  ^d  ffuits  it  ai^ded  him,  hir  ei^ 
jdjteeiiti' ^efe  as  innocent  as  they  were  tranfrf 
toiy :  but  when  a  fentimeht,  more  tendml 
fltofe  tii^iA&tty  forms  ^  bcmd  of  attachment;  ind 
plicds  ^the '  Wonlan  tmdcfr  his  prote<ftion  :■  wb^ 
!ij6^ertgdgfcs'tt>  piwide  for  her;  to  defend  bar  ^ 
t6' ihafe  i;riih  her  in 'all  herniaternal  iblicittide^ 
ftie  beconicsr  his  right,  his  property  ;  and' Art 
dught  to  be* 'held  fiicred  by-tfee>ftrangcr;'wiib 
h^i  napreteniiehtftdhet.-^'^^J  ^5:v\bi'>  o::j:  ,iis. 
S'^^'  -  :  Thus 


I 
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Thns  ttre  two  new  properties  created  for 
the  fecial  man  :  and  thcfe  give  rife  to  two 
crimes  unknown  among  lavages — theft  and 
adultery. 

From  thefe  two  crimes  proceeded  the  two 
firft  prohibitory  laws ;  which,  after  being  cfta- 
blifhed  by  force,  were  ratified  by  reafon :  the 
eSeOi  of  them  has  been  to  etic6Qrage  the  reclaim* 
ing  of  land,  augment  population,  and  improve,  by 
degrees,  the  appearance  of  the  earth ;  which,  in- 
ftead  of  thofe  thick  forefts  which  once  fliroudcd 
the  furface,  and  confined  the  obnoJKous  damps, 
now  prefents  a  gay  and  airy  profpcft  to  the 
view.  .        *.       • 

The  favage,  upon  quitting  his  woods,  difco-^ 
vers  the  fertile  plains  fcattercd  over  by  happy  in^ 
habitants.  The  new  fpedable  firft  excites  his 
curioiity,  and  then  his  define:  but  the  riches  difj- 
played  before  his  eyes,  are,  to  his  femifhed  palate, 
like  the  limpid  water  which  touched  the  lips  of 
Tantalus.  If  he  dares  advance  his  daring  liahd 
towards  them,  he  is  menaced,  and  purfued  by  an 
armed  band,  before  whom  he  is  fenfible  of  no- 
tlung  but  his  own  weaknefs. 
:  Plunged  again  into  his  gloomy  retreat^j  he  re- 
lates to  his  &vage  oompaniofis  tht^wemiers  he 


^  i^^e^p^andthcijr  .djuw  ta^thc  confines  of  tjieir 
foK^to  CQQvince  theooielves  of  the  truth  of  Ml 


Thefe  iavages  then  proceed,  in  fmall  numheAK^ 
^ , j^ittlq  i  iujther^  but  Ay  upon  .the  fuA  alartn: 
thiey^dare  not.  as  yet  over  leap  the  hedges  tvik 
^  dykes :  they  content  themfelves  with  obferttfT 
iqg.(bq^:,  but^^iiiine  foon  i:!en4er^  them  mdtte 
l)pld;>,^t|^  taking,  advantage  of  the  darJkne^ 
tl^  ijsja^  and  bear  ofF>  in  the  nighty  wliat  thl 
cj^j  had,  4ifcQveied  to  them«'  ..  .  ^  r 

■Xhc^  j^iodumal  nvages  fpread  alarm  thrOiigh; 
th^  ii^ititf^  The  (;onuQon  danger  holds  thr 
careful  giuirdians  of  their  property,  for  a  long 
ti9]^l^;iun4pr  arnis:  but  at  laft  they  determine, 
iof!^e^rG£t)m  dcfenfive  war,  to  chafe  and:  de»v 
%^y  ^c^^aemies  of  their  repoie :  and  they  mafeftl 
QO{f4i^{Mtiioa:fc)Stwe<^  the  favage  and  hkooAy 
m^:yf^]^yny^^  and  the  wohrdLi 
l)r^M;}>4  4«79iM^:<hfirfkK:k&.  ''■  )^M) 

[.f^fpo)  i^Cpi  begins  /the  chakt  of  human^oa^ 
^ffiifipyji^^ha^p  fiHgbtliil  chaia  which  fbon  eattondi? 
itft^lQeMtj^r  psitrmiity  ofthegkfhei   •'  Ktmii: 
From  hence  originate  mutderous^wiaraci  firattl: 

^^,f!  peaceful 
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peaceful  emplojanent  of  agiciulture^  This  is  die 
period  which  gives  rife  to  oppreifion;  toilavery; 
to  contempt  for  a  rural  life ;  and  to  the  con**- 
ftruAion  of  forts^  and  cities. 
•  The  warrior  now  fludies  to  improve  his  in- 
Aruments  of  deftructionj^.and  to  invent  new 
means  of  giving  death :  and  the  infatidble  rage  of 
conqueft  is  preparing  to  extend  injuftice  and  ibr* 
row  over  the  face  of  the  earth :  while  difcord,  at 
the  fame  moment,  takes  her  abode  among  men> 
and  prepares  to  make  their  blood  her  beverage. 
What  will  now  become  of  the  two  firft 
laws ;  fo  ilmple,  and  yet  perhaps  fuf&cient  for 
mankindj  if  they  had  all  been  civilized  at  once  ? 
They  will  be  cruihed  down  by  ungovernable 
pride !  But  a  day  will  come  when  this  imperious 
power  fliall  be  herielf  obliged  to  revive,  to  call 
them  into  efieft;  and  to  make  them  the  defence 
of  her  throne.  She  muft  alfo  create  other  laws 
which  ihall  influence  the  &te  of  nations ;  and  on 
their  excellence  will  depend  the  flability  of  the 
empfte. 

.  It  was  to.  the  excellence  of  her  laws  that  Egypt 
owed  her  long  and  commanding  fuperiority. 

It   was  this   excellence   which    overturned 
dbrones^fupported  by  injuflice  aad  tyramxy^  and 

fub- 
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ftbjugated  to'  fmtll   republics  thofe  itntnelifc* 
countries  enlightened  by  the  magi. 

It  Tras  from  this  fame  caufe  that  Rome,  con^ 
temptible  in  her  origin,  as  an  acorn  which  tfato 
pa^fenger  tramples  under  his  feet,  became,  at 
the  efid  of  a  century,  like  fome  vafl  oak,  im« 
inoveabk  by  human  force,  which  throws  its 
dtiefp  roots  around,  devours  the  fubflance  of  all 
by  whidi  it  is  encircled,  and  at  laft  overfhadows 
the  univerie. 

By  referring  to  this  firft  caufe,  we  ceafe  to  be 
furpri^ed  at  the  weaknefs  and  the  depopulation 
of  that  immenfe  kingdom,  which  is  nothing  but 
the  treafury  of  Europe. 

We  difcbver,  through  the  lame  means,  the  rea* 
fon  of  that  defenfive  force  which  fecures  the  li- 
berty of  a  people,  whofe  alliance  is  fought  by 
every  power,  though  they  poflefs  nothing  bat 
their  courage  and  their  virtue. 
*  Such  is  the  idea  which  I  have  formed  of  tlie 
origin  of  ibciety.  Perhaps  it  is  chimerical;  btiC 
it  condu&s  us  at  lead  to  a  concluiion  uiuilUxr** 
tain  than  that  which  burfts  upon  us,  in  all  the 
fplendour  of  eloquence,  from  the  imagination  of 
the  philoibpher  of  Geneva . 

The  uncertainty  we  are  under,  with  rdped: 

6  to 


•  n» 


.  to  the.origib  of  ^ivUiration,  Mtcnds  to  the  iit0 
form  of  government  adopted  by  men.  Topl^xfr 
choijpji.  one,  which  would  prcferve  to.every  mdi- 
vidual  the  rights  of  nature,  would  have  rcqiiire^ 
^empfl  confuQimate  knowledge.  .Mea  aiHthat 
period  haq  .  fenfesj  but  they  fcarcely.  had  a&y 
ijKas :  they  were  pot  confcious  of  the  d^itv.of 
meir  na^ture:  and,  proud  in  yidory,  as  httmjb]* 
under  defeats,  they  knew  CHily  to  commftadjir 
obey.  Strength,  and^v^lp\F,.ftiU  continued  Ip 
mve  the  belt  right  to  their  confidence;  and  th^ 
jtt}^n  who  taught  them  how  to  triumj^  over  a 
liel^bouring  k<^  whcJm  they. had  b^a 

attacfkedand  worAed^  could  .find  little  difficult 
in  Inducing  them  to  follow  wherever  h«  led  the 
V^X^Xx  however  mean  his  ()ia^  ofeloqueriQ^ 
^rfuading  thefn  to  adopt  all  the  hyfs  prejr 
[t)y  him,  lor  pr^ferv^^g^  t^ieir  ]?^ftni^i^S 
^relling  injurtice.         ^;^;^ .,,    .^  .  .  ^ 

They  removed  their  camps,  and  condq^fle^ 
their  families,  according  to  die  r will  of-rthit 
enkn  they  fixt  their  relidence  in  the  placet 

marked  out  by  him;  and>  as  he  then  gave  th^ 

, . . .  >     '•■  ■ .  *  •  «■■-  ^  •'  -  ■  -^ 

jio  advice  which  was  not  toniormable  to  the^ge-* 
ne^  welfare,  the  multitude  ^  blc^e  accuftpm- 


bsanr 


teifli^M''4^i^v cake. •'■■•■'•-■  ^   '"  "''^''' 

^i^  ii^  t^  titpaied  ^v>m  th6  Korde  fo  <^}^iipi 
lib^iw&Ji^  and  d^t^dethhed  ^  li»d  a  wand^ 

'   i^MaTy'l^/^>bredcohtiiiu^yto 

^of  Mhg  trfeatbd  as  aii  enemy,  by  tiiole  w^ 
'AiM'ff^t  ii^  hibi  ill  his  ^died  ^d  Ma^ 


^(i«ii^'  of  k  yoke  Whicli  btfars  too  heav^y  utx^ 

^Bl^,''t%  d^raun^  on   tuismunious   rtWIfr 
ii^i  i^  it  i< '  ag^i*edl  to  ^vide,  tiihokg' 


faod  been    coocentted    m  one  ^ '*'"''* 


^  ^  ^^Has  '&riii^  by  creating'di^ 

^ti&n;   dei^i&(i'  gives  buth  to  ariftocra^i 

ifi^  '#fc^|  %;  j^nenttes  deinocracy.  '  ";'  |'' 

lUgnoc,  it  %  prolwbik  that  mea  wmU  have  coa- 

c  2.    -  tinued 
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" '  '        '  .  •    ^.    -. .    .  <  w 

1 

'%iuediihdfer  tMtf  democratic  foniiof  goyernme^it: 
but  it  is  that  in  which/more  than  in  arty  .otW, 
^hcre  isoccafion  for  thccleareft  juftice,  thcinoft 
'  tihiverfal  virtue,  and  die  moft  perfedk  knowle4gc 
cf  dl  the  refpe<aive  rights  and  duties  of  ihciety : 
'and  how  could  that  univerialhannony^  that  agi;ee- 
ment  of  opinions  in  public  a&irS|  have  bcea  efta- 
blifhed^  and  preferved,  amidft  ungoveroafajc  paf- 
'fiohs  and  exceflive  ignorance  ?  . 
"    The  new  foithed  focietyi  tunung  in  a  viciMis 
'tlircle,  falls  again  under  the  dominion. of  defpft- 
iiim :  fometimes  hurried  along  by  the  ftiben4en- 
ly  of  courage,  fometimes  Jedr  jaftray.  by  thQiUu- 
fions  of  error  and  fanaticifm.  t,  f> 

j^*  The  firft  ufeful  difcoveiy  renders  its  author 
the  obje<St  of  homage  to  the  multitudes  and^as 
^they  are  not  able  to  do  what  he  has  done>  th^y 
ire  difpofed  to  believe  him  of  a  fuperior  nature. 
If  he  is  capable  of  taking  advantage  of  t  this  blind 
admiration,  he  foon  tre&s  upon  it  an  .empire 
ipore  firm  than  that  eftabliihed  by  valour*:  /Re- 
ligious ideas  are  mingled,  with  the  reipe^  that 
is  entertained  for  hiin :  he  is  approached  with 
trembling;  and  thq  populace  beUeve  him  con- 
nedted  with  the  celeflial  powetis:  to  offend  lum 
would  be»  they  tliinJc^  to  ofiend  heaven  itfelfj[: 

«tnd 
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by  imking  offerings  to  him,  they  hope  to  itft- 
Afe?^^^6ity  ])rapitious  e  oand^  ihey  ^x^ult;^}|n 
'^i^lteH 'threatened  by  any  ^nger.  rf 

■  wqpiijj;  eoK^empktive  life  of  tfei^  perfon,  j^d 
'life3tSfi^'cbcj>ciience,  iwccffarily  furnifti  him  Wfth 
J[li9^k5ge^^Which  other  men  do  not  poflcfj^r 
aRM^tM^isthe  oaufeof  that  veneiation  whicjbr  J6 
icle^'t^i'l^iltt perpetuated;  *    j   :    •:  jrn  • 

*^X)#'ihitf  prefervatba  fecm«  *o  .^epofid  the  4fl|- 
ftiny  of  thofe  who  have  voluntarily  fabmittf)d 
tfWkAfehrds  tiitfaiBlaws:;  ;aiid.  the/fafe  of  thofe 
Aaieiy  lof  whioh  fach  impoftors  have  been  d^e 
i!#ft  Itfg^ators,  rdld  upcm  the  degree  of  ju48- 
HiiiiU '  Vktuiev  itndi  equity » .pQjSetfTed  by  its  coqv- 
itoahding  lawgiver.  " ;  '  <       ,   .  .,  ,;| 

larlff/igiiJ^efd'pPCteiKiers  who  hdve  diflemii)ated 
%i^and4tfpdr£bkioil  on  the  earth  t  and  unh^  * 

Y]^fy  A^'ha?rfetakien'foot  fo  deeply  there,  tl^t 
fiM^ar^ft^  themi,  and  pu- 

^ififli'^titb  <iadin^rtho&;whQ  dure  to  explMn 

^thUfith^  have  faeen  milled  *•  : 
' ^•When  wevcbniidisf  tfait  man^i f,by -a  privU^ 

^^MibiUiartto  hi9  fftecics^  js  capabk  6f inhabki% 

•  In  a  ftcond  difconrfc  ((ays  M.  dc  la  Croix)  I  offered  on  t£it 
/uT^jcattddasTo  cfiiircr'cn^  ftvk'ihiflc  whlih  ^rprcfcat pfcrkil,  tlkt 


tevHW^W  th^  .<W^J4;«|nd  t|^;frifi^4  JKKWt*r,.JW% 
lii^J?q  fenfiblc  ;#^.afi  \^  mf^  »t«Reft» 
tt^  ,Pcc»fio|i5  of  men.  hav^,  .(^cr  b)t^  |he  {^ijfi^ 
wuies  of  their  aCocisJwg,  "i^ifiiisf,  Ipw*  fepWft 

Wteff*  Jlfcf  1  earth,,:. bound:  ftp;  «V  aliwft  i<IP»h 

<i^  rftoft,.  qflferS  IWPIIWW  .><^  XubA^n^p;.^ 

^^wiw^have  ^  jsaisfortuap  .v>  l?e  J?!&rnj»ppa 

<»mifi«,1tp  fiflw&ifoK  thekrjfuppotfe  ;fqcifttie«  .%m 
fenned  upon  the  borders  of  the  fea;  and.tb#ft 
t^r^-ace  Ibw  ^w«k  ;!^Uiwg  «Pt  th^  mJxffiM 
^untri^  be^dfs  tho&  which  4Ke<^  t;be'«q»M4^ 
^portip^iog  ^.pcQyiiQa  9lMaw«4  h^m  ik^t 
djm«n^  fonQng-  lhfi>&  who  ihavff  r(]iv^  in  c<Wln 
4biq(l  tbi©  toil  and  *h^.id«»gfr  ofp^Mping  \l^Au-)rt 

qgpiiliauaUy  iUtfoufiiitefr.  and  wwmftiintlii  ki«h  p«ih 
im:^  >men  hav«.  refiuinQd  iviiebi .  lotigsr  ilAdftf 
ptode^t,  thaiiin  4fM|i\tfk)ii  >w)wfie  g-jb^^:  «til^{U)e» 

-j^l^h?  gp«at  yaoati<8»*;pwdijc^.by  itbe.cbaiifff 
•£i|cd<b{iS^}n..t6mpQf»tf;;$#Pi|t6^jil^A  fe^  i9,«il^ 

iwfcl  f  u  much 


t^^m  '^'-mi  foe  J!ne()»sffi0i^;  '1^  l^i%4l 
p^6¥^  ISvci  %7'  -agricffltldk, '  i6^)Kl ^pj^ 

came  ablc^  throu^  their  mieans,  of  tin^l^taUeli^ 
d-iimi  c  4  laws 
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hws  to.  the  man  who  had  noting  toopjioio^mt 
hi^lpwn  tingle  force  and  courage :  and  this-  wa^ 
perhaps  the  origin  of  monarchy. 
...Other  chiefs  of  families,  after  having  been 
engaged  in  war,  agreed  to  unite  jto>  lend  mu-- 
tu^l  fuccour  .to  each  other )  to  affifl  in  providing 
fhr  each  other's  wants ;  to  watch  over  the 
yjoimg  men ;  to  reftrain  them  ^  and  to  inftmd: 
them  by  their  counfel :  and  thu$-  wae  ariftocra- 
cy  produced. 

jAfter  the  death  of  fome  of  thcfe  chiefs,  the 
young  mpn,  arrived  at  an-  age 'capable  of  con-* 
dufting  themfelves  by  their  ovm  rcafon,  and 
i>if  dcjfending  themfelves  by  their  own  ftrength, 
gfji^W  W?ary  of  obeying  the  old  men,  who  had 
liQ  Ipnger  over  them  the  fame  natural  authori-* 
ty;;.  the  Confcquence.  was,  a  league  formed  by 
t^  .young  people  againft  their  elders,  and  their 
rcfolviog  to  fubmit  only  to  the  general  wilU 
Pspm  this  refolution  democracy  proceeded.    '- 

By  diving  in  this  manner  intaremote  antiqui- 
ty, we  may  meet  with  different  iyftems  all  con* 
fiftent  with  reafonr  but  we  ihall  every  where 
difcover,  that  the  various  combinations  which 
form, a  fyftem  cf  gpyernment  exift  only  in 
terop^t^e  clipjate§,  ^d  are^-^wbolfy^unknowft 

■    ,,.►  among 


chief  than  a  leader 'td  cdilduift  th^tf  erttirpHalgfa 
jRid'^  wheii  thc*^  tuiiiids  i»  over,  all  are  'ag&iQ 
-eq«8fl,'and  feturtf'Rif  theii*fefjie6tive  cabins  ^  ttiii^ 
tS  «h*  purfult^fef  foWie  neMv  conqueft,  or  difc  hSK*? 
<«ffity  of  resiling  fbme  threatenecJ  <fahgef;"caffi? 
tiitHi  a^*  iritb  aftioii.'  For  thi^ tcafch  all  thfe' 
idfea'6#theft^«>plfe  few  fimpte-ji'nd  cbntradtetff'* 

One  nation  fuppofes  the  fupreme*  power "^ret^ 
fidShgii?'S^VA?<"/  and  tfeat'the  BgKtnihg  tnA^ 
thOfhddf  dfeSkWPhJs  pftferieei'biififthtf  tJSJrtfe' 
tklnblesi=  atfd  thley  bchild  all  at  once  a  vaft'chaffifcr' 
op^n  Ijdfbre'thttreiycs,  thejr'cbriclikd*  that  tlieii^* 
dwahaW)thfcr'pd*irer  tionfeealca  ih  the  ab^fi,  iMk 
i»  'saikWe  '6f  df^tntylhg  £He  dwtlUngs  of  'rilb£" 
St^^p^  %!6krt6vrledgd^  no  {\iprt!ttit  pbw*  bult' 
hi»f  Whtf  uiildtMns  the  W&^d$;  .'v^ho  Mves  tH^' 
tcHlpferf^'^^lh^ hiabreatth; arid "alltates  the  fldodK ' 

Thet^/'l^fgMs  #6Tfh?pis'ConfiiTedtt>'fidt' 
ittg  ^Hfft¥i^'%iR)M  the  Cfefltf;  fromwhehV, 
iMifftl  '*he'i9f^«d4t-i  bt  rtilihg'the  hands  be-: 
fottjf^e  'ftifpaeiklent  fiiii;  Hd-ei  natUte  weai? 
fo' hoi^id'ati'^yjfea; 'as  iJtvtfrtd  call  forth  Teh- 
timentff  '«f  grtftifUde  *fti  tfie  htimah "' Heart  t  'a 
kind-  oflifttifAl '»t«tn«<  pfcfvieAt*  itten  from  it^' 
-"  '  '  feeking 


left  is  ia^oomxkihVt(t'^ri^»H^temp^m 
«ettre  of  dimaf^  lh«t  tni^ti  «Af0)^«fi»^r'ex'er<^ 
«fi  their  i^dii,    T])eit  cofivm^o^  ntuki^IyV 

«nor»  more  richeii  artdfiio?eiwaftfe  bl«fs  erti«lty 

^^ttiUky/  iind  "thit;  thilP^lM«ft'diflreMMc€^i^ 
cooditioos  is  to  be  fowtd.-'^  ^i'-'  '^^  -''J^^  ''>J'" 

^h»tl»ct)llM)  th0>kW:Jib^<HM«tr<$^%kMidt'^oHI}C> 

llir*  v»vtMi<!m^^l^<3ie»ti^'aftd^tliKlr:M  m&titi* 

jRi^  out  of  that  circle  of  kbas,  acquired/^  tl' 

hfir  ^«d«<i  «nd<>li^<ilkiiMioivsr^itnin<6;n]tt 

»^lfe«)ininbal  fty^i^f  eMffl^iflftve;  b««aaftp 
f^it  h«d  beo«i|ffoth«'W6ulli»liW«^n''ttie>i'^i^ 

ernribi/  I  "how 


^9f^h;)gi4|hou  baft  tk0  cciicfay/idileMiir,  -ieunikf 
**  &II0W  CFcature}  thou  art  djkcrdfbre  mens  ieq 

•         I 

<^:^;»j$  g|i4;#Pf)4a&  tb(»n  t»  hi»  <x>mpanioBtii 
♦♦  moft  dear  m  the  world," m  ^.'    ;  -    ...,,'      » 

*fc|NBjbo^i"P'>':  .-"E-jbi  ^"^  s;j-:!t  )rji)  i-^   fro  ]';■>/> 

b#lif«elel«r. there  tti^.oaMb»$fi»o'1t^'l»^tm 

4i4&£iMd  ^/iOhiiMWte  fm&kfXi- :'  «njl^  thiti  the 

di42toBi)lRiiMv]mih«feil^  iMrifte«i^1in«im' 
v/ofl  **  I  vi<95m8 
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XX^m  PREFACE. 

yiftims  to  the  gods ;  for  nature  could  never  teach 
us  to  make  an  offering  of  death  to  the  prihbipfe 
©flifc. 

To  avoid  bewildering  myfelf  in  vain  cohjcc- 
turcs,  I  judged  it  neccflkry  to  begin,  by  confider- 
ing  the  jflindamental  law  oF  all  fociety  :   and' 
I' have  dcmonftrated,  tfiat  property  Was  tTie  balis 
of  all  the  improvements,  all  the  produdioris", 
added  to  the  common  ftock,  by  the  exertions  of 
labour  arid  induftry.    I  have  fliewn  alfb  that  the 
man,  upon  enterring  into  a  contratJl  with  'his 
wife,  by  which  he  obliges  himlfelf  to  fiippor tiler, 
to  defend  her,   and  to  fhafe"  vJ^ith  her  air'ffitc 
parental  duties,  acquires  a  right  of 'jJoflefling, 
cxclufively,  the  companion  to  whom    he  has 
riius  bound  hJmfelf:  that  from*  that* moment^ 
ihe  who,  by  her  beauty,  and  the  attradlioris  With' 
l^hich  nature  has  endowed  her^  Ifeems  fbrniifed 
for  the  happincfs  of  all,  ought  no  longer  to' fcbn- 
tribute  tp  the  luppihefsof  anybiitohe  aldne"!^'! 
cannot  however  diflemble  thkt  die  two  riioilte- 
gitimate  properties  have  occasioned  that  Ihjuftice, 
violence,  and  fury,  which  kave  fo  loftg  troubled 
mankind;  and  which  have  fumiflied  pretences 
for  thofe  who  were  inflamed  with  a  ipirit  of  do- 
mination,  to  prolong  wars,  to  perp6t\kte  flavti- 
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ry,  aad^to^fpread  oyer  the  wprld  thole  various 
calamities^  in  confequence  of  which  fome  phl^ 
lofophers  liave  regretted,  that  men  ever  left  their 
fbreils  to  unite  in  fociety  j;  and  the  celebrated 
Hobbes  was  induced  to  beUeve,  thiat  the  ftate  of 
nature  was,  with  men,  ajlate  of  warfare  agamfi 


•^r(l       ;    ■  •     -  V 


f  ,■ 


i-  .'■    .( 


^^  ^^cr  the  foregoing  dilcpurfe,  I  made  an  ana- 
JTOS^pf  A?rR?P\^^l^^  of  Platp ;  and  the  following 
aire  j^  reflections,  which  arofe  upon  conilder- 
ing  th^t  beautiful  wprk  of  imagination. 


,1n 


The  military  power  fhould  be  regarded  as  the 


^'^11 


campart  of  a  confHtution  to  which  it  is  attach-* 
#d.  and  the  bane  of  one  to  which  it  is  hoftlle. 

^re^  your  fpldiers  only  fuch  men  as  fight  for 
Jure,  and  have  fet  a  price  upon  their  blood?  If 
thev  are,  you  pugh^t  to  trexpble,  left  die  arms 
wnich  you  haye  cdiifided  to  tliem  for  the  defence 
pf  your  libef  ty^  flioul4  be.  converted  into  chains 
ibr  bindii^  you  ic^  iervitude.  In  vain  may  you 
iniUtute  tl^e  wifeft^  laws  for  maintaining  your 
j)riyUeges,  and  prote(3ing  your  projjerty,  while 
youteave  at  &e  command  of  arbitrary  authority^ 

this 


diis  amed  f()frce,  whiich  htts  mtO'libfert^'^Kif  W 

obodieno^ :  iMd  ^v^hd,  hating  no  pciSi^liati%v^ 
theor  -ccniiagei  no  gldry  bat  m-'tfkuhpl^^^fii^ 
tuh)  up<HiJoa)  ^ret^'dowri^^yiuvtitttTkn,  Ilbrni 
yottrcities,  and  exfenhinate  yewf>^(iaitcm,'ifyiii^ 
find' not  f<»ne  mtont^of  intwelling  dion  in-tiS^ 
pdblic  wdfette.  -  ■  -^'^ 

a  B(9  it  rctnenfibered,  i^t  whenever  fbldiers  ftyfc? 
theOifelvcB  tbefipixmfs  of  f^e-  prince,  they  iati? 
no  longer  the  fervantrbf  Afeiro6ttA#jr;  JW  tit^ 
dn-'to  have  aiAkfts^  'vt^tll  Iclf^M;  hfe  nrt^''be 
knbvm,  het»uft  faebeibved,  l^^ttidie  \v)iO  ibt¥i? 
bam;  and  th^ UM^  l&olctX|>  tdh3t»'ibrt«#ii^ 
and  'ptotti^n.  A-na^dAin  IhMiWi  therelbilii^ 
bcgtfl  by  ittaldfig  its  fk^iUr^t  ibh36s  <<^bl^  tikV 
ihsjrhate  a  ooukr^:  •  fetlt  bedl^vm^to^'lheritb)^ 
by  its  authority,iibi)»i  itf  jt^«^i^lif^^t9^-lhtf^ 

fiificctace;:  ieo-*f)MiA  b^  «i^(»'(Sr0«d'^&f4^g 
Jbchaiq^iibprioAti^'i^ki^^fifilte  of  IfEill!^ 
Kfwkd^e^^;- knd  4ef  lh(^  bii^i^i^^'^'afde!^ 
dcfirttjf  meiiiiiigife-^M^s'i^' '•'  i^^''''-- -•  •--•'/'* 
:■■  Ai^of  «<«iqtt»ftyi»Mlvf«y^iedix»eli't^  ini^ 
}uiHc«r  i!^dtal#»;^(t!itoi>4n^>^  ^end,  iiMdei''^ 
Tok^ofide^tiiiiiU'  A^  ^leople  aVtti^^.^fi6k)^ 

xb£)U'  the 


^''P^jfr  '^JP^^.  ^'SBBI 


%WnaV8f*L^Wif«i9»fei^»f«fiicwiqueft,  cannot 

pg^^f^^^Ti-^e^  bero  Ql>ligMltt)  fubmitrfo  fthcr 
^Wfi^.^  ^fOs^BffWW '"  .ior.  ;4)die  who.  havie  iiimvei7 
^$fyi,':9%p{ir%i|«^rei^.entiertainfdgrQai  arniies'i 
and  by  what  other  means  could  a  turrant  boifeUe 
^■c;Qt^^o^r9f.4)emva1£?^)lI«'^r•iI1on?  Be  it 
ikifg^iim  eftabUfliod  af.  an  iovasiable  trutfi«  thA 

5d^^?rC?m  bf  .wore  ifewnitoWfi**  a  ftatothaa 
^<^I^,/^ja9«a|ty^jvrHe:  si^ifais  under  hit 
^{^a^^^AMy  <)f4omLufta|;^hed<o  Ufc;  wito 
l9ft|feV|H*oi!iW<'>r«*^tthflig}  and'**  whctoi* 
if  JHf  #Jfkt<»F^AilfcpJhls«ftwt^«M3fttto.©bfy  hii»s 
h^^,^  t^(ib49llis«  ureJ^indlBdiisi.a  menientip 

gn^K^i^lP^^^  %.5im  ^i}chi»i  geoetali  prcibng£ 
^^^9n«>  ?ml|^iilPS)»  ll^hll^efiobeyiai^Jiini  to 
!tefeBwSprf*W*«fl4w  Iwfcllftfels.LrHMjIiebef^ 
always  crowned  witb«^ofy^Hfii«i»ihem»i1ife 
ifrfl  ^Dbrrf^l:  )f^^^S»/h^%ir^^f)'9iwe*  refp^  <ind 

^^^j^i^if^V^tii^rn^I^  aj||l5fj«^t<iaitof 
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^ttaoh  tI)fim>to  |;iifr.intereft»  he  makes  his  coun-* 
tiy  the  fcooeof  hisconquefls :  the  dcfeatQcl  fol-» 
dGbr  qblitcmfies  his  difgrace^  by  a  triumph  over 
the  tinwi  citizen ! 

::  What  is  property  before  an  indigent  apnyj 
Or  what  force  has  juftice  in  the  prcfence  of  vic^, 
emboldened  by  confcious  fuperiority !  The  in- 
habitant of  the  city,  threatened  with  fdmine  and 
pillage,  offers  every  thing  to  the  chief,  if  he  wi|l 
J>jUt  reftrain  the  foidicr ;  and  the  chief  prcmiff^s 
jbim  fecurity^  and  abundance,  on  condition  of 
having  his  orders  obeyed :  th^s  is  a  power  eihi- 
i^ifhedft  which  commenced  among  the  foldierj^  ^ 
.and  which,  extending  by  degrees,  converts  at  la^ 
all  the  citizens  into  fubjedts.  of  the  ch^f. 

No  laws,  no  regulations,  are ,  then  fuffered  to 

^Qxifl:  but  thofe   which  proceed  from  the  will 

'.lof  the  defpot :  and  to  enfure  their  more  fpeeijy 

^ecution,  his  companions  in  arms  become,  his 

-ajjaiiffcers.  Some  of  them  arp  pUce^  on  the  f^'po- 

tiers  of  his  empire,  under  the  ti(lf  of  commaii^- 

.  fdf$  or  governors^  and  many  more  furround  his 

poffoa,  and  &>rm .  his  fuit.  ^ 

AU  ,^voui*s,  all  diftindion^,  arc  confprred  ifp* 
«P  thifip  armed  bands:  who, .^jjjey  .c»n  q^jj^n 
-Oft^Wg  but  by  their  zeal  and  devotion  to  the 

commands 
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gflrd  to  d^  the  remonftittiiees,  all  the  mtu-tti «• 
of  th^  meti^  who  are  itot  emcXkAtttdu  the 
ibadard  of  the  defpot :  and  they  proceed^  at  laft 
to  deipife  erery  profefHon  but  that  of  arma,  #nco 
hM  Other  leads  to  the  fame  hoifoora. 
'  'If  the  tynnt  has  die  art  of  adapting  hSnA^ 
i^diif*  to  the  g^iius  of  bis  people,  and  of  &i(Atittg 
'llteirinduihy  in  onler  todrrvf  fromtheiiicealargQr 
^rbdoce:   if  hemaiiitamsieveredifdplinetnhia 
'Urmy/  aiid  at  the  £ttiie  time  makes  amends  for 
tfat  kntiky  by  diftin£fck)ns  equitably  conferred: 
'H  b6  conciliates  the  affed^s  of  his  (bldieni  by 
'Irfi  afl^ility,  and  their  refpeft  by  ah  air  of  for- 
titude I  and  if  be  itiDin  his  oU  age  continues  to 
^Aitif^  duem  their  ancient  idol  tinder  die  majefty 
*6f  yiaits,  he  will  C)btairt  the  crowh^for  his^fon? 
4wdftiiey  Will  all  fp^ear  upon  their  fwor^s  id 
bbejr' the /Md  of  their  fov^trdgti,  an;!  extermi- 
Vkif  liietl  b  theLlaft  individual;  thoie  who  mxy 
irtfefcl  aj^ft  hittl.    And  thus  is  the  onpire  <^ 
'*llb^)kttithiprdkmged.  Thecoutttrynowbccoches 
the  domain  of  one  (ingle  mafte^  <  the  magiibtte» 
IKrtiittiy  the  dTgalKxf  the  kWi  is  no  longer  any 
iftlh^  btit  ihc  takASttr  of  injtiAice  and  vtn^ 
IPol.  I.  d  '        -   —  ^giMoei 


J. 
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g«i»qeic«nd  «hepfieilM  fortifying  tyranay%  im#. 
pious  m^xinis,  pretends  that  the  throne '18. an'' 
^\W9'th€iipfmQ^\m  emanation  of  the  deity,'  and 
thati4)i^vftibjedto  &ould  be  ^oniadered  as^hit: 
¥iQ:inia,:;,,. .  .*•  li  :•.?:■•■■■  »  .  .-4    i.i. .:    'i 

r  The  fucceeding  generations,  born  ia  a  fc^gct^^. 
fvdn^  ef  their  origbf  aceuAom  rthemictTcs  to 
eorois  inflating  in  -the  higheft:degree  to^human 
nfttuw*.  z  IRhcjfe  ertorabecomo.Q  fyllcm  of  relief- 
gkins  gfid  whoever  daiw  ..to  yreakeii  th^irau-*- 
tki6rlty>  is  condemned. lP:pQri{h  underthe  fwordc 
of  iantlnciim;  <:fftiipid  prided:  ^^  :ltr 

«i$^8  vCpftfi  more  labour^  aiSKi  m>ie  bloods  to  hr^ 
thd^chaina  lof  the  o^ultiiidde,  and  reftore  thefti^ 
tffir  liberty,  .than  to  reduce,  them  to  the  ftate  of 
flaves ;  unlefs  a  vaft  mafs  o£  lights  fprQadingi>Yei} 
tho; whole  nation,  informs  at  once  all  minds  ^ 
and.  that  the  people,  feparatittg  aa  by,  genenali 
agreem«D<  fropi  thp  agents- of  tyranny,  leayo 
tliem  terrified^by  their  4^1ite  iitiiationj  and  their: 
confcious:wcakaeiss.r  ^  :  .        .:r:         !  ;    ;i 

rBut  what  is  to  be  done  fey  a^  peoplb  Vrhv 
wifli:  to  be  guacdcd  for  evefifrijfcox  degradation  J, 
Tjscf'xnujn:  aiTiirethemfelires  of  their  defenders! 
they-  noft*  difplay.  tiieir  ^co^age^to;  the  wo^ldj 
thety^inuil  identify  the  public  liberty ;  iLnd,thty 

A...  miift 


« 

ftmft  inbador  it  the*  £Mtct  bf^their  g\6ty  ^nd  ihtsin, 

ijif  Lwere  oaiHdd  to  be  thelagfiiktOM$f>a^g^i' 
exhj>if^  Ifhoddicommehee  t^inifcitutitlgiiib^ 
of  its  di^ifions  a  tailitary  Aate.     It  would  be '  tlitf>' 
onfy'  pfofeffioiiv  which  I t^ould  dbblifh  ^  -^and 
that  irinight 4)6' trorthily'fQled>  i  wDuld  attach^ 
t^kithofo  ^dvft&eged'which  generally  detdritiiDp^ 
niem  in  their  chofce^.^'^i  Would  infitR-e  to  thieiii' 
^-coinfeFtabie  iUbfiiknce  at  preien  t;  and  tixe  hope 
cflmtichi)g^ter'a<^qm^lCions  m  future^     WeUi 
dlKired  <^ '  not  waiitiiig  cafididate6»  I  ihould  ire^ 
4^^^  'as^  nPet^efikfy  fer  admiffion,  ill  the  qualities 
vedunble^^afoddiert'ftArh  as  a  (vigorous  youth  ^ 
ai^^oedevoition  to  the  profeiliML  of  arm$ ;  great 
docility  in^llflitatydirciplme;  conflant  fobriety, 
miii^'^esLiftfp^  for  decdnimi    which  are  th^ 
dlft^  <  ift^psf '  ^o^ratdd  ifyftradtidn  r   I  ihouid  aUbt 
4^pe(^  aArttpttttdb-^  to^  acquire  the  knowledge  o£ 
every  thing  rdativ^  4t)  the  art  of  war,  i    i 

In  each  department  I  would  caufe  barracks  to 
btf)  built;  ^  to  whick  the  cities  ^ould  fend  pu- 
^  l6jtod$^go^fl»  ^extamtnatidfi^'previo^  to  their 
bdng'^rili^lei^ilnder.thefiriihndml.';  There  the 
refpeiShible  old^ffiter^  woaldr  asins^te  them  with 
wattikf  ardoiAv  -form  them  to  military  exerctfe, 

^h'^'  da  and 
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•  ^ '  ■    '       i      ■  '  1  t     ■.  i.y ;.  ,  •  .      1        .  >' 

ind  infpii:^  <lwnn.-w^4h*  defirc.pf  iUrjwiJwg  tfcpir 

cotcmporafip^,  aivl  <;if  4oing  honour  to  t^icir  i^Cr 


^^.^  ranks,  **uta.rfw^(!P^,{fia^tab*  rihpuld  Jbc 
befto wed  ^^  rew:ardb  of  long  aod  attexatiyo 

l^ice;  ^andftU  tfaofepf  afupepQr  degree, (fafQid|4 
te  the  prizes,  of  diftioguiflted  vakntf^  and./^f 
^kpprovedmwt  ifli.the  a^  of  attack  and  .defenq;, 

and  in  the icience  of  command*  ...  \,.\, 

Negligence  (hould  be  ^uixiflwd  by  A#W^^ 
o^rfervice  for  foxxie  mooldift^j  .ib  ;tb^t  ^4he/qfir  of 
fcetng  another  receiyt;.  in.  tjh^,:  interiii^  ^ 
ftxpSmncnt  which  jrouldinfjdiip  coijp;^,,b^xfl 
6JNbi  to  him,  fhonld  itiioula(e  eyexi^iman  takf^ 
attejptiye  to  his  dwty-  ,{.>      .    ^      -.jimi. 

r  -iV^hoever  ihQuUbefi>ui^int9}»c^j;(^|b]^^^ 
iDg^  ihould  be  excluded  J&om  aUjp^fg%nyDt|/% 
a  ye^>  and  a  repetitionof  the f^un^i  %)^t^|ho^ 
incapacitate  the  offender  6rom  eY^..l^ipg(aij^. 
command.  ..;,.     ^,^  :       ^,,^  ,,,^. -^5 

.;He  who  Ihould  of  his  9?ym^«p9f;4^jt^M«^J^^ 
arms  againftany  of;  hi«  riy«lju>  ih^W^  ^  .4?T 
graded;  and  if  j^e  tunjied  th^  ^gyt^ 
citizen,  he  fhc^ild  be  cafhiec^^^.  ttn4:^Uyered  ^p 
to  the  rigour  o£the  law.  .       r    .. 

Nont 
I 


PREFACE.  ZXXVU 
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Noiie  fliould  be  admitted  into  the  barracks 
birtf^*  MiMi'of  ^ihc-pmviriiif  fh"#1ilfch  m  b<a« 
r^dc'^  n^im?^  ft'^oMmfrm  them  tiiat 
men  were  taken  to  watch  OTC!*thi4^ii\lblic^iJjfe^*j 
^d'^^MitftHMaix  torifidcKd  as  liliHfJten 
'&P''mt'']aiW;  thr  dripioyhi^ts  fto^d  be  ihci 
«M%^ted^  to  fncH  foMkifs  a^'had  afyplSsd 


paitJittKr  fejtonfr  ib'ih'e  ftuay 

bf-'ordinances,  of  the  nifes  of  tfte  rMrnilpi^^i 

and  to  a  knowledgfetif  l^k|>latBinS;7iiich'th^ 

iiH^thavebttiifibiitoaa.''^''  .  ^^' 

^'Thire  AtWld  be,  aieleaft  biiei  a  year;  "ptibl  fe' 

d^ifds^  to  Vhidi  the  nlm^rcipal  officers  (hbiM 

h6linyiMi  aiid'^tKefe'  officers  (hould  dift^il^ta 

fjftjifeB  bf^^bobfo;  ofriftftrtitticnts,  to  thdfe'^HWy 

obtained  a  £ivourable  report  frixn  their  fapfetib!^;' 

~^*fiSi6h  deprtritnent  fhould  appropriate  a  fifad 

tiy^il4!imiidfiiiahce'bfit^  militia;  and  thit  nya^ 

Mi^'iJi6i^66t^'iti;  naiiifi/ and  have  its^blb^' 

ftt^tWitfMffigh^v-  "'-  ^  '-■'■-^'   ■'    ■■■■■'  ^^■■}  '  '■ 

If  depopulated  monaAeries  were  found  ih'&e' 

rid^HbbiiAbbtf ^6f '  ihe  principal  cities;  I  woMd 

j^pl^  mk  tiefi^  dwellings'?  1  ^mxM  m^^ 

^di'^aftivt  'prt^feffiBir /aceged  to  tiie  idfehefs  -fer-^- 

Mrif^H^sSSti^Y^kr  '  iWiHtefjr  exeirdlb  mm 

take  place  of  triflingcerem6Md^?pkeri6ti^'^raB&f,- 

'**"'•''  d  3  of 


of  fervile  fubmiflion.  if  i 

,    Th(;^  botl^  ^<^4^rs  ^^  officer js  >(bottldi  ii/id  a 

^fier/aip.  retreat ;  an4  .there  receive  the  attentions 

^eritcd  by  old  agp  or  glopou?  wounds.     Or,  if 

^they .  preJ^rred  ending  their  day 8  among  their 

families,  what  would. have  boen  expended  upon 

them  in  tbefe  aiylums,  ihpuld  l)e  ^qvsrod  t^eio 

in  their  retreat, 

,  ,  Each  department  having  always  at  its  com- 
mand ftrong  and  robuil  men  for  keepii^g  up  the 
,high  ways,  guarding. the  forefts,  woricing  at  the 
^canals,    levying  contrij^utions^    protecting  the 
;  road$>    and  ei^pediting  difp^tche^,    would  iiod 
an  ampje  indemni/if^ation  fo^  the  funds  afTig^^ 
to  the  ipaintainance  of  a  militi^  fq  nqceHary.tQ 
its  prQfp.ei"it)\ 

When  w^r  Should  be  declared,  thefe  different 
bodies  of  troops  would  turn  out  fiom  their  bar- 
racks, well  equipt,  well  armed,  and  prpmifing  to 
.^^ring  back  proofs  of  their  valour.  They  would 
leave  behind  them  pupils,  as  yet^t  ih;ong,enough 
^o  follow  them  to  the  field  of  glory,  jiml  old  warr 
riors  lamenting  their  being  no  longer  able^  to  (hare 
their  viftories;  .while  the  principal  officers  of  thp 
cities  \v'Quld  aqcpmpany  them  to  the  limits  of  thg 

department, 


r*^ 
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care.  ■■   .  •  '^      -^  ^;:i'-.'"  •-     /^.    ■-•  »^- 

^  i'Whcfi^they-'rehirnes!,  if  thi^ 
rious^>the  ^p4ople>^Guld'run*to  mdet  them  with* 
braridies  of  feturcl }'  •aiii  tiiey  would  find  eVeiy 
where  upon  dieir  march  thctiioft  graotifying  ttf^ 
tiri&onies  of  eftetny  and  iblfcitdde.  -  •  '  -     .  ^  . 
;'  ^'Thc'  fkh'WQuld -contend  fer  the  pkafbre*  of 
treating  them  widi  the  moft  hofpitable  generofityy 
lORtil  they  artivtd  afrditfir  bid  afyhim,  where  they . 
"Wbttld  Qitperience  the  kindeft  care,  -      * 

*  There  'they  would  find  that  their  grounds  had 

^h^tti  cultiv^t^  ini  their  abfence :  the  old  veterans 

i^nd -young  militdrypupfls:  would  croud  around 

^^th^   to  attend  the  recital  of  their  glmious  it- 

iihier(!^enieiitsy  and  makelhe  foldier  repeat  again 

what  he  found  fo  much  pleaTure  in  recounting; 

'  >f^deraeiid' whether  it  ever  could  be  eafy  for  a 

JHonfll^h  to-  detach  fuch'  defenders  from  the  love 

4>ii\S^it^  CQ^fttry^   toftiflein  thera  the  fenti- 

•  querns  r  of  gratitude ;  to  turn  their  arms  againft 

"their  f&ioW  -citiiefis  ;-  torerider  them  deaf  to  the 

Uw  i^^iaAd  'to  < eonvert '  them  *  into  inftrum-ents  or 

.  •  ^  Let  ^theie  •  patriot  -  ftddieh  be  compared  with 
^ipfc  mo^envies  whom  deteiuchtry,  arid  aver- 

d  4  fiaif 
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^  loi^iflboiifrrfiiid^^  lAinoais  Amiv 

self  tOn«vl^i1)&rAf^(^^  idnrnrcf 

Ofdnrvr  1i^  iktvcnflOiiaficftioa  ferbftny;  f>vt«# 
fbetjdngdbmj-  ^  ^i3iolia¥t&  notk^to  behold" 

Only  one  part  cf  no^  |duL''vi!!oidd  ht^cottifhHd^ 
liyt49i]d(ut)n^  tlutm^^  ^ISIm  phdig 

lsbA(^pattme]its  uA3fai^iJheiprot«i^n  of  4i»9it*Fyh 
fvrcfc  IS net  doncr&dSkicnt} ,  it  'm^mOif'^nSpfitti 

tHM^ifand  the  itontmit  ^idko  J9rinN€$td^ith?thiH 
Mwuth^  powctf  ii]dfl;^l0r9iafdfadT^^ 

gle  circumftance  of  his  being  the  chi(ef/io£)liMt. 
xMlioR,  to  wbomrthe^ojife  hsviq  fwdm^ddf^^ 
I91K,,  99d^^6ddity,  ijlfift  n«eciiif^  th^  IwfpeHbiii 
itiQii)4  be  cDKsiftrkKl  !vi^ 
iMcp  all  danger  frc«t  hit)»i  aiMl)  «hvibou](i1)or 
devoted  to ht^  fMvfeif^atiotK  .;.>  ♦)  i^nv?     !;vH'n  ^ 
;  •  'The  oation  (houti  forafrfionifits  cfac^ft  ivwr- 
ntMs  a  brflKant  and'vakM^Qus  t(pop>  dlid  ihpiikl 
Uy  to  theoL ;  ^*  We  place  under  ihtixff»  of  your 
ff  yakxuTrthe.qioiiard^  we  cheridii  ^l^^ear 
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vtjV>«k$  iM^  a  ldhi|i«pj)«»fftiiir<A'fl(:greiitM  d0^ 

hki^diytf/  i  If'>i»iiMitodiir  Hinfp<«li<r'l<  ii&edeft^ 
areito>ftsi«id  -file  iifaig^«gsinftlli0.ietfiiHdeS<b#^ 

Ifi^^ndM  !.itttd|io^^^bi4dtti»^tk»fi<^  cited 
**  prince }   what  it  ftaF<"iti«ft^i<|oA^to:t^fi¥8^ 

bns,  w  they 


^«  pt%ferfenoe  wktiwhicfe^ve  are4i6mHired<if-*  and 
"  let  us  fear  above  every  evil  the  refefttmep*<tf  ^ 
^liftliotfi  falling  on  oiir  heads>  if  lyjr  HegfcdHft^  pup 
^^daty  ^e  {h6\M  deceive  its  confidence/'-^^^*  jh* 
UiJ  When  the  guards  of  a  monarch  confider  fllttn^ 
feJves  ^s  die  delegates  of  the  peopky  theih*«6al 
Sinmhiatcd  by  patriotifoiyi-and  th©  9€Kif)!itHti0A 
<^f  thcfi^  body  repiofing  on  the  nsidonil  <&n^m^ 
tion,  the  king  will- he  in  per fe^  fecuritj^  ^'add 
jriie  nation  will  have  nbthiitg  wlfeajp.  *  >  '^  ^1 
-^  Becaufe  we  oughts  after  thcexamfi^le  g:f  Sdloft 
^  adapt  laws  to  thd  chdra£i:ery>and^  «^  the^h^cs 
irtf  thofe  ^^4K)ni  -they^  -are  to-  goMehi,  I  mx&i  y« 
jJrefeht  ibme  new  ideas  on  the  fubjeft.  '.  •• -i  j/v 
• '  |f  in  a  ilate^  by  whj^h- 1  wis <alkid*u|)0ti>ilo 
dbabli^  a  ^military  cdni^^ticmi'  rfo^hd^i-dgh 
troops  efientially  nec^aryi  4bip  p#e£tft4ttg/^«r 
ftrengthening  an  uieful alliance}  <jrlbip  iMifttbin- 
iiig'  an  impof taht  neatralUty  s  I*  ^Quld-  re<|uiK-id 
have  th^fe  troops  iattached  to*  tbe*hatioli»byt;a 
treaty  made  'between^  the  repr^fttifeitives  ^  qf  ^thd 
refpedtive  powers.  ■  't-^  ^    .«ii'. 

-  I  would  jiave  the  cities  thcnf>felve5  where  -iiich 
pu^filLifieS'  "^rt  ftaticJned,  p^y  thd^price  0f:^their 
• "'  2  fervices. 


^L.tiif):pf®«f«wc^rwJwl>..c^  tO;  tjicoa ;  rts 

^j.oThj^sjth^y  wjoulcj  ccafc.  to  be  the  blind  iaftn^- 
menu  o£  j^i^hitjta,ry  authority,  ^aad.  become -the 
geo^rou$.fupportcr&  of,  the  pimple :  they  would 
g;^Mef  the  cpuntjy  by  \yii*ch  th^ey  were  paid, 
^s^p^ut  of.lhe  foyereigi>ty ;  their  courage  would 
I}Q«x«]:tedin.rit^  f^^f^  ^d  its  ^epaie$  alon^ 
would  feel  thQ  efFe<3js  of  their  fury. .  ,  ,u 

It  \yould ofljy.fe^  afteB.i?ftal>liihing,  according 
jffy  thefe  prHH:iples5  the  miliary  force  pf  a  .^Or 
iiadtdlyf  tha^  I  jQriovild  judge  it  fccpred  again^  thai 
K^deiwy  to.defpotiiix^  >v'hich  \tis  &>  difficult  «» 
exclude  from  the  toyfoms  of  even  the  naoit  juij 
.joaonarchs^jliaadwhiph  beaming  continually  tapon 
.theboft ponftitiftiont 9^ iirft wegkeq^,  andiatlit^ 
^d,4pfiMr^y4eft^ysit,  <:    >.i 

-  M  fXhefeideas  I  have  colle(ft€4  irom  tlie  ;Repubf 
Jlic  jc>f  PIato.,.<,tL«t  ^js.npwj Jliee  whether  w^liat  he 
im;i^edi.C99^Qriuiig  the  fprpiation  of  hi^  third 
cjbfs^  thatof  4iagiilj'ate^>  may  not  conduct  M^.tQ 
other  truths. 

,  However,  neceflaiy  thp  impetuofity  of  yoqth, 
fi^jd  the  ardour  9f  gjpry,  were  thought  i>y  iPfeto 

-:.»     i.  for 
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lor  animating  his  warlike  mOida,  he  deemed 
«rtliO»ffiQBate  r<Mdtenei84)f-  ikiHid,'and^«dtirWi2^ 
^k>iA»  oqualfy  iBdirptt6fibir  iA  (iM&  H^  Hf^eU 
fxerdfi]  magifterial'iun6UdHS'!,lMid'befi#% 
VQukLsjtalt men  to  that a«giaft i^klaff,'4vhM 
virtnesy  what  kamikdgSt  and''#hae<nire  qi^lHfistl^' 
did  he  require  them  to  potefsf  ■'  -  ■  •  -"^it' 
.Their 'e«if  edbcbtion  -was  to  be  9aSat*  to 

ikmm  that  he  wi>uld;faiiv»  ^the-  d«ftflM  ^^ 
"kkiv i^s&ed, '    '  "';■'•  '■''•••  '  ■*--"^*  "'•'''  ■'JJ'iqf'l^'Unq 

.  ,Whca  anii^  at  the  age  :i»f  ^li«y,  'If'  th^ 
ihewcd  themicites  di^mfed  to  fratlirjtiAice  ^ 
its  odgiiiaLfoavcej^to  detach  ^tfjlf^^^fi^itf^ 
tDmeftnal  ideaidi  aAd  toadkiR:  ihtf  iihagjf^fi^i 
£)a  iieatit^  in  the  ptrfeAiofi  e£(ftdtt'}  iit  mii^ 

tlAiiwhliiiic  i^atimiiig  <irhdft<  t>^)m^4^i^W 
b».  in  his  opinion^ ' 'to 'kti«w^'^  ^ijObti^mi^. 
than  the  exiftence  of  things.  f " '  ^  ^""J^  ^^^rfj 

c^iHewoukiaccaitom  ffaeiA^;^«N^tK^ii(^[i^ 
int»!ely  with  that  fiii»«ltiS  ^d^d,  <M^»  ^tfilfi" 
fouree  of  tnith  and  jiiftic«,  (M|^«oiJaii)36ki|  ifi^^ 
ioyeivign  frngiftraicy,  andrtmkr  it^nhfiM^iiiMedfi^ 
tW.exercif&qf  its dotiefii'  fie woultf'l06i<}>4lk!fiiiti^^ 
this  ftate  of  ftudy,  in  thistudHt^  o^4#ti«»,  tinM  lif  ^ 

♦sul  triumphing 
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l|(i%IQI^4Jk^o>^()il4geribt  ^tBhdA  .f^acB  thenv  4t 
1^  >ea(^^,,lHf  iiejprfal*?,  1  iconfidff-Tto  i  thwWudW 

direding .thcsir  cxsevtHiojii-  -  o  rnoii:)  :i-;;Dp~.:  tjii  bib 
otl4-jQpM^ late cofif^ft  that  tbdeidftmsf iptti-^c- 

philofopher  had  been  told  that  a  pe6j^;ihbtd4l^ 
9^i^,emik  ithxh^oM  belkroiiiieBDiel^es 
tJlB  9FJi|iMi|  n^«  en  th»«^  »3that  this  j)iM{!ii# 
Ilig^wSifmi'^  ilMf^  extmagaatand^ioon^ 

ifj^olly,  jp^J^i^^c^  t^Ni  neffooQBft  fimniigiMttyii 
tCTniJIB^feboiriH^  F$M»t^Miiteporta3iQd«^otddi 

thdur  duradon.  .aj^nirij  lo  sDiuitl/w  o;ii  ncril 

<|g#fe  ,liwJlibi^bWi^.  ISWM()ihem  atiiwffi  :v  thtlfi 

jgnijlqfnuh.'  That 


i 
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^That  the  firiVtitte^fequired^for  prtt^dln^^ ' 
fo 'great  power;* would  W  to  pwVc  tfte  partfttf^* 
defcended  from  hiert  Svho  had  -  exercifed  the  fiihtl  * 

power.'  '  ■■     •       •     ■  •    -t   :v.;r 

That  th6  rieit  qualification  deftidnddl  wwild' 
be  the  poffejffing  a  fortune  fulfficient  to  *'|5ay  figir- 
their  appointment.  ::  .-• 

A  nd  the  third ,  to  (het*^  t^iemfeli^ii?  iettpable  ^ 
employing  injuftice 'and  rapattitjr*  equal  16  thcifS* 
with' whom  they  were  toaftw''  •**'^-  *^ ' '  •''  ^  '^  ^ 
-  •*  Oh  ?  how''  vw>ttl(!  Phiffttxckitn  at  this  bli> 
formation:  "Ht>wcan'ehik^*t^drtfta^)ebpte^' 
•*  blind  to  their  ftiterefti  as  tb  confide  •ttie<}qVofit 
**  of 'their  laws  >»5th  men  ft)  Ihtle  ^lightetldd« 
'*  fo  eafily  deceived,  aftd  fo  ojidn -to -cttfrapM;*' 

But  the  afloriifhraefit'  <tf '  Plsftd't^M '4%il 
double  if  he?\<'er«tb  be  Iftfototcd^fhiit^tltefe'lej^ ' 
ktive  magiftrated  were  not  clfcdte*'bytH(J'p*6«^'< 
pfei  nor  even  by  the  nionafffchfV  btifbyHiiijItiii 
felves.  That  the  man  of  iA6ftr5^kttfei'dfirri*ll'l 
iirtegritjr^  and  who "waS  moft' Vttfed  in  'dke  fl^Miy 
of  tliehws,  might  be  in  viiih'^e&Hdd  forth' b^tiSf:^ 
pttblic"  ftrffiiagb  to  take  v|)on  him  «he  dimity  bf^ 

'{♦•■.?     ■■■:  office 


I 

hilVA^ibfiea^'^aluag.  ^7  That}eTCfi  the  pruice*  with  >; 
zXl^^m  aii^tfirtatyi  iXHidddiOftiplsH^  h^  tfi^h 

bunals  whete  jaftice  Avas  rendered  in  his  name^r- 
if(|)ia  ioletEtiim  had  not  been  agreed  upon  by  thdfe 
who  had  ei^abbihedi  their  empire*  over  thefe  f  n^r; 
bunals*  .■l.\.jr  ».  .•-.ii 

t<Thrtipb9<ifopher  o(F  antitjuity  would  hayeYe- 

fon  who  addreiied  hiiiL^wafi  oppofing  a  iHghtfn^.. 
thiiMr^tta^.4hdt  beautifiil^  which  hd 

hiJd'yriietbeUiftied  with  alLdie  graces  of  eloquence^ ' 
and«'dri^a(tm)i(^efy  eharm^f  virtite.  ')   * 

^f£ha«|g;&  k  muft  beaekiQotirkdged  thatPktcT' 
ha$|  (ncaggeiated  the  qualities  neoeiTary  for  magif-^ '  * 
traies/it  inufl  be  at  leafl  allowed  that  before  )fln'' 
offiioe  ffiAmok^  thatofTbeing  the  organs  of  ti!ie 
la]^t^SjiSMfided  to  mevw  they  (hould  have  gi\^enr 
faqM^^ittiD  |>toof  that^hey.  would  never  makeaa  < 
imiffStf'P^/BfoiiOf  <H9fword::of  jufticei  but  always  ! 

yffJ^tef^AoOlMionr  lisrdifpofe^  to  rendert  thcl*  - 
nn^^«aM9ot<^^Kmfifak*  ibr^  (hei  errors  ini^idcnt 
ti);iijfttn^/%Mtei]ie(r«^     .moK;  carofulr  they  ifhouldq 
bff  itHpfaMiiog  'Snen  poflefTed  of  ibund^udgmbifk^  v 

3'>iiior  enlightened 
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€plg^tened-  underftanding^  wtll  known  pukf 
of  intentioay  and  int^rxty  eqial  to  every  trial. 

Tkc  Romans  coounitted  theiacrMl  6k  tt  iJie 
keeping  of  pure  virgins,  ibut  up  widun  a 
circle,  which  no  profhsint  pcrion  ever  dared  an- 
jMoach.  Is  there  any  thing  moce  &cied  to  a 
nation  than  its  laws  ?  And  is  not  jufHce  more 
certainly  defcendcd  from  heaven  than  the  fir^ 
which  was  pre&rved &> cardfuily  ?  Butit  ieeoia 
to  be  the  luiturc  of  men  to  attach  importance 
to  nothing  which  is  not  an  objeft  of  6iiiel 
Oh!  that  it  were  poffibk  to  malse  the  mtgiT^ 
tracy  a  real  pricftihiood;  to  convert  the  k>v9  of 
the  laws  into  a  religious  worfhip,  and  Id  tnmf- 
form  the  chief  tribunal  into,  a  tacnpl^i  wlpt 
grandeur,  what  dignity,  would  joftice  thdi 
acquire  I  A  holy  emuktion  woidd  exift  be- 
tween tibe  minifters  of  the  laws,  and  tboiptpf 
religion.;  and  they  would  contend  for  our  bo* 
mage  and  our  confidence  by  their  virtues^     i 

Before  they  were  rai&d  to  their  auguft  miMT* 
try,  it  fhould  be  required  of  them  to  have  pafled 
a  long  time  in  retirement,  and  to  have  been 
employed  in  ftudies  relative  to  die  exercifo  of 
their  functions. 

It 
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It  is  perhaps  to  thcfe  magiftrates  alone  tnat 

celibftcy  iliotild  1^  preferibed/ 48  the  means  lof 

rendc^in|f  IS^em'  ii&dcdICble  to  internal  fedadioii; 

T5i^  *fhoftftl "^ije  exckrdcd  from  the  focfcfy  of 

Vonilen^'  beeaufethey  infpire  too  much  feniibiHt|^ 

and  inli^^  toen  to  iaA  rather  from  the  didates 

^bf  the llisirtlhan  of  the  jadgmcht.     Supported 

lan^  m^t^ned"  at  the  expence  of  all^  magiftrafies 

^:l^ould  livtr  tSqually  for  all ;    neither  (hould  a  &- 

'"i&fcf  ev^bfe  cxpofed  to  the  fiid  alternative  of  con- 

deftinlhg'his  -fen^  or  abfenting  himfelf  frohi  bis 

duty.    

'  '''^rdit  iatfftcrity t)f  ntanrters,;  united  widi  prin- 
^ipie'i  fcqualfy  aiiftere;  can  alone  produce  that 
'r^ia  'tq^oity  which  allows  of  no  exceptions, 
'^^t  a^  Within  the  limits  of  their  temples,  they 
^Jl^ulil' Dt-iniacceffible  to  an  felicitations :  they 

/ffioiild  themfelve^  read  ill  the  titles  upon  which 

•^Sttfiricfe' werifc'' founded,   and  all  that  was  urged 

"  igaiHft  therfl  by  the  defendants  :  and  they  (hould 

aftcrtiCatdi' 'dc!?Wir  their  oracles  in.prcfence  of 

'  ffiirj>e6jifc, "admitted  to  heJtf  and  tor  honour  their 

^fticVft'filcnt^.^ 

."  *  "iHtd^thefeafylums  of  equity,  the  young  e^- 

didatis,'  who  liad  undergone  an  exammatioff  on 

V&L.  L  e  .  ithc 
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the  rights  and  duties  of  citizens,  and  who  werd 
honoured  with  the  public  fufFrage,  (hould  be  ad- 
ijvtted  to  ftudy  the  laws,  and  {o  to  render  them^ 
felves  worthy  of  replacing  thofewho  ihould  refign 
tlicir  offices ;  for  there  fhould  be  no  ties  to  con* 
$ne  them  to  their  fundtions,  but  a  love  of  jufticc, 
and  the  defire  of  adminiftering  it ;  and  they  (hould 
be  always  free  to  return  into  the  clafs  of  other 
citizens  ;  but  they  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  fjt- 
fume  their  ftations  after  having  voluntarily  quit<* 
ted  them.  The  efteem  and  gratitude  of  the 
nation  fhould  be  manifefled  towards  them  ip 
proportion  to  the  number  of  years  they  had  de- 
voted to  the  public  fervice,  and  k  would  be  thc.nf 
the  higliefl  glory  to  bear  the  title  of  an  ancient 
maeiftrate. 

The  regret  of  bemg  detached  from  all  the  af-^ 
jfedions  of  the  foul,  would  not  empoifbn  tho 
mofl  honourable  of  all  duties.  The  citizen  who 
had  confecrated  himfelf  to  them,  would  not 
behold  fociety  with  envy;  becaufe,  as  he  would 
always  be  at  liberty  to  enjoy  its  pleafures, 
he  might  at  any  time  chufe  between  the  au- 
fterity  of  his  retreat,  and  the  attradions  of  public 
Ufe. 

After 


IB 
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After  having  exercifcd  the  authority  conferred 
fey  thcf  law,  he  irilght  ftill  |)retend,  after  his  re- 
figliktiori;  to  that  beftowed  by  natm:e.  ]tfis 
filends,  his  neighbours,  would  come  to  confvlt 
Hiin ;  and  he  would  Inform  them  what  they  had 
Id  hope  or  to  fear  from  his  late  colleagues.  He 
irilght  present  many  prefumptubus  demands  By 
Ms  advice,  and  hapgily  terminate  many  doinefHc 
difierences. 

Thiis  diefcerided  from  bhe  f  ribunal,  he  would 
raife  anothfer  for  himfelf,  fupported  by  the  au* 
ihofity  of  experience  andvirtue, 
~  Ih  a  nioment  when  nothing  is  talked  of  but 
i'egenefationi  why  may  we  not  entertain  ideas  of 
]|)feife5tion,  and  lofe  fight  of  vicious  inftitutions  f 

An  archited:  who  is  going  to  conftru(3i  an  edi- 
fice, begins  by  levelling  the  ground,  and  rafing 
sSl  the  buildings  which  interrupt  his  plan ;  he 
then  lays  a  folid  foundation,  and  erefts  upon 
it  a  fiibric  capable  of  refifting  the  ravages  of 
time. 

Hitherto  the  French  have  unfortunately  had 
falfe  ideas  of  the  adminiftration  of  juftice ;  they 
have  regarded  it  as  an  attribute  of  the  fovereignty, 
when  it  ought  to  be  confidered  only  as  one  of 
its  charges; 

c  z  kings 


"Kings  do  not  grant  jiiftice;  they  owe  it  j  ror* 
tf  is  Ac  firfl:  debt  of  the  power  whicli  governs. 
"^  Any  prince,  any  monarch,  who  fuffers  juftice 
{6  be  fold  in  his  ftates,  makes  his  fuBjeCfe  b\iy 
what  belongs  to  them. 

'  How  can  it  be  conceived,  after  thefe  truth*, 
that  fovereigns  could  ever  think  of  tninsfojrtning 
that  juftice  which  they  owe  to  their  peopk,  iritb 
a  farm,  of  felling  the  offices,  and  impofing  a  tax 
on  the  neceffities  of  thofe  who  were  defirous  of 
obtaining  it  ?  Oh  !  how  unlike  are  fuch  prin- 
ces to  the  monarch,  who,  modeftly  feated  at  the 
foot  of  an  oak,  eftablifhed  there  his  tribunal,  with 
no  other  canopy  but  the  branches  of  the  tree 
which  covered  him  with  their  fhade  ;  no  guards 
but  the  love  and  refpeft  of  his  fubjefts ;  no  coun- 
fellors  but  the  uprightnefs  of  his  reafon,  and  the 
bounty  of  his  heart ;  and  whofe  audience  was  his 
whole  nation,  affembled  to  applaud  the  equity 
0f  his  decilions. 

If  the  proud  barons,  the  great  proprietors  of 
fiefs,  had  imitated  on"  their  refpedivc  domains, 
this  beautiful  example ;  if  they  had  known  how 
to  create  thefe  tribunals  of  real  juftice,  they  would 
have  endured  to  the  very  diflblution  of  the  monar- 
chy,. 


cljy,  bccaufe  th?re  is  no,  power  on  earth  able  to  wreft 
from  virtue  hef  proper  empir^j  or  to  deprive  tried 
good  faith .  of  thp  afcendency  it  poffefles.  But 
blinded  by  felf-intercft,  they  chofe  to  purfue  thofc 
meafures  w^hich  degrade  fupreme  authority ;  ajid 
by.  confidering  juftice  npt  s^s  a  duty,  but  a  fource 
of  projfit,  they  have  loft  bQfh  th^t  ^pd  ^11  theij- 
Other  Mfurped  poflcflipn^,  :     ; , 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


FROM    THE 


TRANSLATOR, 


A  WORK,  in  which  the  various  forms  of 
government  prevailing  in  the  ftates  of  Eut 
rope  and  America,  are  brought  together  into  one 
point  of  view,  cannot  fail  of  being  acceptable  tp 
the  public.  Such  a  performance  has  been  long 
wiihed  for ;  but  the  undertaking  was  an  arduous 
one,  becaufc  it  required  not  only  much  judg-» 
ment  in  feledting  the  materials,  but'an  extenfivc 
acquaintance  with  at  leaft  the  modern  langua- 
ges :  for  a  writer  would  be  liable  to  numberlefs 
errors  who  were  to  take  his  documents,  on  fucl^ 
a  fubjedt,  from  the  common  run  of  tranflations. 
M.  de  la  Croix  has  at  leaft  executed  the  tafk  in 
a  manner  which  does  him  much  credit,  and  muf); 
prqve  highly  fatisfe(9x)ry  to  his  readers, 

He  has  been  in  the  great  outline  of  our  por 
litical  conftitution,  as  in  all  his  other  fketchesj^ 
fufficie^tly  accurate  ;  but  as  every  part  of  our 

conftitut|OQ 
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f  onftitution  and  laws  come  jmore  into  compa^ 
rifon  with  thofc  of  France,  which  he  keeps  ixi 
View  throughout  the  whole  of  his  work,  he  h^ 
tftntered  more  into  the  detail  of  our  municipal 
laws,  civil  and  criminal,  than  into  thofc  of  any 
other  nation ;  and  it  is  here  that  he  has  principal- 
ly failed ;  as  indeed  even  moft  Engliflimen  muft 
have  done,  who  were  not  converfant  with  the 
pradicc  of  our  courts.  He  has  made  the  moft 
material  miftakes  in  that  part  where  he  fpeak^ 
of  the  benefit  of  clergy ;  and  he  is  the  ii)Of;e 
excufable  for  doing  fo,  as  there  is  not  perhaps 
to  be  found  in  any  of  our  law  writers  a  complete 
account  of  that  privilege  which  had  been  fo  oftea 
altered,  retrenched,  and  extended,  by  different 
iiatutes,  before  it  was  finally  fettled  in  its  prj^- 
fcnt  ftate.  Thefe  errors  have  been  corredted 
principally  in  notes  ;  and,  where  that  method 
would  have  been  too  tedious,  by  Sparing  altcr-^ 
ations  in  the  text. 

For  the  general  revifion  of  the  chapters  op 
the  Englifli  conftitution,  and  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  notes,  I  acknowledge  myfelf  indebtgcj 
to  a  friend  :  under  the  benefit  of  whofe  corroc^p 

:•■■«■  '       ■  '  .  ■  4  J 
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tiop  I  iruft,  that  the  fketch  here  given  of  our 
government  and  laws,  will  be  found  more  full 

and 
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dhi'mofe  acciiratc,'  than  mighit  te  cxpcfted 
f^oiA  ifs  bfevity.  To  tJiis  gentleman  I  owe  ttic 
highet-  ttbligatidn  as  he  cbiild  with  difficulty 
i^lire  the  nioments  fo  employed  ;  and  I  believe 
the  reader  will  regret,  with  me,  that  he  had  niit 
time  to  enlarge  his  elucidations. 

Wherever  I  found  paflages  cxadlly  tranflated 
from  Englifh  authors,  I  have  given  them  in  the 
words  of  the  original,  except  in  a  very  few  in- 
ftances,  where,  not  being  able  to  obtain  the  worlc^ 
or  to  find  the  exaifl  paflage,  I  have  been  obliged 
to  re-tranfl*ate  them.  I  nave  alfo  taken  the  li- 
b'erty  of  marking  as  quotations,  fuch  extracts 
irbm  Blackftone  and  De  Lolme  as  were  not  (o 
diftingui/hed  in  the  French  text ;  an  omiflidn 
which  I  believe  to  be  wholly  attributable  to  the 
fiegligence  of  the  tranfcriber  or  printer. 

In  regard  to  the  American  C0nftitatiori,wnichi 
hei^t  to  that  of  our  own  country,  is  of  all  others 
the  mod  interefting  to  Englifli' readers,  I  have 
fetSified  one  material  miuakc  of  the  author,  in 
iuppofing  it  was,  like  the  conftitution  of  France, 
preceded  by  a  declaration  of  the  rights  of  mani 
I  have  alfo  fubjoined  an  Appendix,  containiflg 
aTI  the  f!ate  papers  neceiTary'  to  a  perfeft 
knowledge  bf  the  coiiftitution  of  the  Uriitei 

States 
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States  of  America,  as  it  was  at  iirfl:  inftitu- 
ted,  and  as  it  now  flands.  To  thei^  I  have  added 
a  (ketch  of  the  conflitutionof  eachof  thefeparate 
ilates ;  and  of  the  declaratibn  of  rights  which 
make  a  part  in  fome  of  theoi^ 
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CHAP.      L 
Of  Governments,  according  to  AristotJle* 

WHEN  we  have  colleAed  all  that  Ariftotic 
has  written  concerning  different  govern- 
ments^  we  are  aftonifhed  to  find  how  far  the  ancients 
had  advanced  in  the  arts  of  combining  powers^  and 
fecuring  liberty  from  tyrannic^  inVafion ;  and  we 
irgret  that  this  invaluable  knowledge^  tranfinitted 
down  through  fo  many  ages,  has  been  fo  long  un- 
produftive  to  poflerity* 

Habit  feems  to  have  ftill  more  command  over  men 
thdn  defpotilhi ;    it  holds  them  attached^  chained 
-  Vol.  I.  B  downk 
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down  to  their  ancient  inftitutions,  hatrever  viciotid 
thofe  inftitutions  may  be ;  and  a  nation  makes  ont 
of  the  greateft  efforts  of  which  it  is  capable,  when, 
harraffed  by  injuftice,  loaded  with  affronts, and  over- 
whelmed with  vexations,  it  fuddenly  darts  its  atten- 
tion through  th(i  calife  of  its  fufferings ;  and  recol- 
lefts  the  means  within  its  power  for  making  head 
againft  oppreffion,  and  breaking  the  yoke  under 
which  it  has  endured  fuch  humiliation  and  diftrefs. 

k  is  often  in  the  tnoment  when  oppreffors  be- 
lieve their  authority  mod  fecure,  that  it  is  wrefted 
from  them ;  for  the  fccurity,  in  which  they  repofe, 
allows  to  fuch  as  arc  fccretly  difcontented  with 
their  oppreflions  an  opportunity  of  furpriling  them, 
while  defencelefs,  and  of  emancipating  themfelves 
forever*  It  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  confolarions  of 
flavery ,  to  know  that  if  the  oppreffed  always  fuffer, 
their  opprcffor  muft  be  always  on  the  watqh;  aQd 
that  while  they  have  no  refpite,  he  can  have  no  re- 
jKife:  this  is  an  incontrovertible  truth,  which  ^ui^mo 
excite  ia  every  fovcrcign,  who  afpires  at  defp^ifiti, 
a  difgufl  againfl  it ;  and  convince  him,  that  no  cm^ 
pire  is  fo  firmly  eflabliflied  as  that  which  i^fupporth 
ed  by  juilice,  and  makes  public  felicity,  its  objed;. 

*  Ariftatle  admits  of  only  two  kinds  of  govern- 
ment :  one  in  which  national  utility  alone  is  confi- 

dered^ 

*  Though  this  paflage  conuins,  ill  fomc!  drgree^  die'^iiend. 
rrf^lt.  ^^  AiiAolic's  doftrine  with  (ufficicni  idcfi^^  i(  nnrhr 


Aaording  to  Arijlotlei  3 

'  {Icted,  and  the  otherwhere  it  is  entirety  contemned. 
He  deems  it  of  little  importance  by  what  name  a 

govern- 

ikiore  fatisfaftoi'y  to  the  reader  to  fee  thdfe  do6lrines,as  the  words 
ef  thfi  Stagyrite  himfetf.     I  fhall  therefore  infert  Jierc  an  cxtraft 

,  from  the  7th  chapter  of  the  3d  book  of  his  Politics. 

»*  Wc  come  to  confider  next  the  different  number  of  govem- 
**  ments  which  there  are,  and  what  they  are ;  and  firft,  What 
«*  are  their  excellencies  ?  for  whfcn  we  have  determined  this^ 
•*  their  dcfefts  will  be  evident  enough. 

•  **  It  is  evident  that  eVery  form  of  govei-nment  br  adminiftra- 
*«  tion,  for  the  words  are  of  the  fame  import,  muft  contain  a 
•♦  fiipreme  power  over  the  whoje  ftate,  and  this  fupreme  power 
**  muft  necellarily  be  in  the  hands  of  one  perfon,  or  a  few,  or 
**  many ;  and  when  either  of  thefe  apply  their  power  for  the 

.  **  common  good,  fuch  ftates  are  well  governed ;  but  when  the 
•*  intereft  6f  the  ohe,  the  few,  or  the  many,  who  enjoy  this 
**  power,  is  alone  confulted,  than  ill ;  for  you  muft  either  affirm 
^<  that  thofe  who  mi&ke  up  the  community  are  not  citisens^  or 
♦*  elfc  {tt  thefe  ftiare  in  the  advantages  of  government.  Wc 
**  ufually  call  a  ftate,  which  is  governed  by  one  perfon,  for  the 
^*'  cpmmon  good,  a  kingdom ;  one  that  is  governed  by  more 
«^tIiaii:one,  but  by  a  few  only,  an  ariftocracyj  either  becaufe 
the  governmerit  is  in  the  hands  of  the  moft  worthy  citizens, 
'*  or  becaufe  it  is  the  beft  form  for  the  city,  and  its  inhabitant!; 
^*  When  the  citizens  at  large  govern,  for  the  public  good,  it  is 
^^  called  a  ftate  j  which  is  alfo  a  cOmnidn  name  for  all  other  go* 
••  venunents,  and  thefe  diftin<^ions  are  confonant  to  reafon ; 
^*  for  it  wijl  not  be  difficult  to  find  one  perfon,  or  a  very  few, 
«*  of  diftinguiftied  abilities,  but  almoft  impofliblc  to  meet  with 
**  the  majority  of  a  people  eminent  for  every  virtue  ]  but  if 
V  there  \%  one  common  to  a  whole  nation,  it  is  valour ;  for  this 

!•  ^  as.  CEcated  and  .fupported  Dy  numbers ;  for  which  Rafon, '  in 

?  \f^»  Xuch  a  ftate,  the  profdGon  of  arms  will  always  Have  the  greate*ft 
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government  is  diftinguiflied,  and  finds  the  itt&tt 
tortfequcnces  rcftilting  from  monarchy,  ariftocraicy, 
and  rcpublicanifm*  "  A  conftittttion  (fays  h€) 
^^  may  be  excellent,  whether  the  executive  power 
**  reft  in  the  hands  of  one  perfon ;  whether  it  be 
**  divided  among  many ;  or  whether  it  continue  irk 
*^  the  hands  of  the  people :  but  that  power  will 
^*  become  fatal,  if  monarchy  degenerates  into  ty- 
*^  ranny ;  if  ariftocracy  is  turned  into  oligarchy  ; 
/*  or  if  the  democratic  authority,  falling  again  in- 
**  to  the  lower  clafles  of  the  people,  produces  no- 
**  thing  but  tumult  and  anarchy.*' 

How  grateful  muft  it  be  to  the  French  nation  to 
find  a  philofopher,  a  repubKcan,  like  Ariftotk, 
giving  to  monarchical  government  the  firft  place 
in  the  fcale  of  excellent  conftitutions  !  But  a  fu- 
perior  niind  raifes  itfelf  by  the  force  of  reafon  zxA 
irtformation  above  all  prejudices,  and  renders  to  the 

^\  ihare  in  the  government.  Now  the  corruptions  atteadx«g 
<*  each  of  thefe  governments  are  thefe :  a  kingdom  m%y  df  r 
•«  generate  into  a  tyranny,  an  ariftocracy  into  an  oligarchy^, and 
•«  a  ftate  into  a  democracy.  Now  a  tyranny  is  a  monarchy. 
•*  where  the  good  of  one  man  only  is  the  objcft  of  government, 
**  an  oligarchy  confiders  only  the  rich,  and  a  deiriocracy  t)nlj^ 
^y  the  poor;  but  neither  of  them  have  the  common  go^^fia 
*'  view.** 

^This  extract  is  taken  from  the  tranflation  of  Mr.  Ellis,  wbic^ 
he  entitles  Aiftctkon  Gtmemment,  It  is  a  work  well  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  Englilh  reader  at  this  moment,  when  (o  much 

■  ■ 

Ipfcculation  on  government  is  afioatii^  tke  minds  of  all  men. 

con« 
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conftitution^  of  foreign  dates  the  praife  which  thef 

^v  Let  i[K3  Qow  attend  to  this  philofopber^  whik  bf 
4efin^&  the  power  of  a  monarch. 
^y  *^..The  fov^reign  (fays  he)  enjoys  the  fupreme 
^^  authority,  and  watches  over  every  part  of  the 
^.'  adminiftratioa>  as  well  as  over  the  tranquillity 
V  of  the  date.  It  is  he  who  muft  cau(e  the  laws 
^^  to  be  executed ;  and  as^  on  one  hand^  he  cannot 
f^ 'maintain  tlie  laws  againft  thofe  who  would  via* 
f^  iate  them^  unlefs  he  has  a  body  of  troops  at  his 
f^  .command;  and  as,  on  the  other  hand,  he  may 
^^  abufe  fuch  an  inftrument,  it  ihould  be  an  efta« 
.f 5  bJilhed  rule,  that  the  fovereign  ought  to  have 
*^.ifufficicnt  force  .for  reftraining  individuals,  but 
%Sr^  ^flftugh  to  opprefs  the  nation/' 
.: '  Accoi^ing  to  this  definition,  the  chief  of  an  enjt* 
piif^  f^btr^s  from  the  legiflature  no  part  of  its  dig^ 
nity*  The  fupreme  authority,  with  which  he  is  io- 
vefted,  is  the  right  of  commanding  obedience  to 
ifaelaHis, .  and  of  cauling  them  to  be  refpedied  by 
all  who  live  under  his  dominion. 
'  We  unfortunately  cannot  diflemble,  that  where- 
eVer'ttc  executive  power  is  deftitute  of  force,  in* 
jukftice  and  infurredions  muA  be  expefted :  that 
U^csre,  property  will  be  violated ;  taxes  will  remain 
unpaid ;  public  tribunals  will  be  invaded  by  ani- 
moCty  and  revenge ;  and  accufed  innocence  have 
ttafoii  to  fear^  frpm  the  weaknefs  of  it«  judges^^  th^ 
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pFejudice  of  its  foes,  and  the  will  of  a  muLutu^ei^ 
jealous,  and  tbirfting  after  blood.  -      - 

If  (he  empire  of  reafon  were  fufficiently  efficaci-i 
ous  CO  command  mankind :  if  it  could  make  chetq 
patiently  endure  the  miferks  of  indigence^  and  dif-. 
pofe  them  to  labour  :  if  it  could  reprefs  the  licen^. 
tioufnefs  of  debauchery ;  render  the  weak  refpeft- 
able  in  the  eyes  of  the  ilrong ;  turn  the  mifcreant 
from  his  murderous  projedt^,  and  make  rapine  fub- 
miilive  to  the  will  of  the  law,  then  would  it  be  fu- 
perfluous  to  arm  executive  power  with  any  means, 
of  reftriftion  fave  that  of  limple  reprimand,  or  any 
ilimulant  befides  public  applaufe.  But  in  a  mo-^ 
narcby  acceffible  to  all  foreigners,  where  the  cities 
are  inhabited  by  a  multitude  of  individuals,  pof- 
fcfled  of  no  property  but  what  they  obtain  by  la- 
bour ;  and  who  are  drawn  into  the  commiffion  of 
all  manner  of  crimes,  by  the  hope  of  efcaping  witl^ 
impunity.  In  a  ftate  where  the  produdtions  of  the 
land  have  no  defence  but  the  public  faith,;  where 
commerce  circulates  its  treafures  under  the  obferva-^ 
tion  of  wretchednefe ;  where  each  citizen, feparating 
himfelf  from  the  community,  en4eavours  to  evade  the 
payment  of  taxes,  and  to  cafl  the  burden  on  another  p 
where  withdrawing  from  the  country  is  a  crime,  an4 
where  the  arm^ed  plunderer  has  even  the  life  of  thq. 
peaceful  traveller  at  his  mercy  :  in  fuch  a  kingdoniop 
ftate,  if  the  force  of  the  executive  power  be  not  fuf^. 
iicient  to  fubdue  the  injutlice  lyhich  prevails  both 

in 
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in  th«^  tdwns  aild  the  c<>untryj  the  beib  lawt  will  b^ ; 
incffedlual,  and  the  wifeft  reguUcions  ufelefs:  and 
the  monarch,  to  whom  you  have  confi^ec)  the  exe-^ 
onion  of  them,  mud  remain  inadiveonhis  throne^* 
And  mourn  oyer  fiis  own  impotence  and  your  xniibr 
ly,  until  the  dcfpair  of  the  ri;:.h  and  die  wretched* 
ntfs  of  all  (hall  reftore  to  l^m  a  larger  portion  of 
power  than, that  which  you  had  torn  froip  him. 

Su^.h  w^s  thf  juft  opinion  entertained  by  Ariftoi 
tU  of  ^  ^eak-ei^ecutive  powo:^  and,  in  confequjenco,: 
be  was  difp^fed  to  allpw  majefty  the  como^md  of 
an  armed  ^rce^  but  not  to  let  that  force  be  too 
formidable*  ...»•» 

When  the  military  proceed  to  enforce  the  exe- 
cution of  a  legal  decree,  they  are  always  fuSdeiu* 
iy  pow€rfu^|  bec*ufe  their  ftrength  is  increafed  by 
their  afting  in  concert  with  the  wi(hfs  of  all  good 
fAtizens  y  while  the  (Ifength  of  tbofe,  whom  they  a^ 
againf^^  i^  enfeeble^bythe  dread  of  beingfinaUy 
overcome^  efeii  though  they  (bould  t^Wf^ph  in  the 
firft  inftunce*  i; 

If,  under  the  pretext  of  exercifing  th^  eiwcutive 
power,  in  ail  its  plenitude,  a  fovereigii  qfiatanains  a 
body  of  troops  capable  not  only  of  fi(it>duin^  rebeik 
Uon,  but  of  CFuOiiH^g  ^ny  legal  ffefiftfwfc^.  m^de  by 
tbe  wifer  part  of  the  nationj^  he  is  thei^  m4i  c^aci^ 
ty  to  abufe  hiB  power  gntt  eftablifli:  defpotHa>ji 
which  is  tckt  flumbling-block  of  momiFehJoal  go^ 
vernment,  A  legiflator  may  eftabUihrfood  ri»M 
•  B  4  to 
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to  prevent  this  evil,  but  will  it  be  at  all  times  caiy 
to  follow  them  ? 

Should  a  war  occur,  how  could  the  number 
of  troops  be  limited,  or  by  what  means  could  we 
prevent  an  army,  too  weak  at  firft  to  oppjcfs  the 
nation,  from  attaining  an  irrefiftible  degree  of 
power?  Who  would  have  dared  to  reprcfent  to 
Louis  XIV.  when  he  had  all  Europe  to  encounter, 
that  his  forces  were  too  numerous ;  and  require  thq 
difbanding  of  part  of  his  army,  in  the  fear  that,  af- 
ter triumphing  over  his  enemies,  he  might  tri- 
umph over  the  laws  which  reftrained  his  power  ? 
Or  would  a  fcnator  have  found  a  good  recep- 
tion, who  had  gone  to  inform  Frederick  that, 
by  making  all  his  fubjeds  foldiers,  he  left  no  citi^ 
zens  in  the  date?  It  is  therefore  of  the  greateft 
importance,  to  begin,  by  making  every  fubjeft  a 
citizen ;  that,  if  the  prince  (hould  one  day  mako 
them  foldiers,  they  may  remain  citizens  ftill. 

^*  The  prince  (continues  Ariftotle)  may  deter- 
*^  mine  in  all  cafes  for  which  the  laws  have  not 
**  provided. 

**  The  care  of  difpenfing  juftice  and  of  punilh- 
**  ing  the  guilty  is  confided  to  the  magiftrates« 

"  No  individual  can  fee  every  thing,  and  regulate 
•^  every  thing  himfelf :  there  muft  be  a  council 
^*  eftablifhed  to  enlighten  the  prince  with  their 
"  knowledge,  and  affiftbim  in  tb^  details  of  ad» 
**  miniftration. 

*'  Impofts 


♦. 
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•  ^*  Inipdfts  (hould  only  be  eftablUhed  ibisht  t\s^ 
••  poit  of  war,  or  to  fupply  feme  othtr  ftate  occa- 
^^  fioa;  -  The  prince  (hould  not  infuk  the  laifery  of 
^^  the  people,  by  lavi(hing  their  property  on  fo« 
^^  reigiier$,  tourtezaDS,  and  hiftorians/'  - 
■  ^  Let  us  now  turn  to  the  portrait  given  by  Ariflo- 
tle  of  what  a  prince  (hould  be,  who  is  worthy  to 
command* 

•  **  He  muft,  con(idering  the  nature  of  the  power 
*^  with  which  he  is  invefted,  render  himfelf  accefli- 
*^  ble  to  his  fubjeds,  and  live  with  then!!  like  a  fa- 
'^  ther  in  the  midit  of  his  children. 

^*  He  mud  attend  more  to  their  intereft  than  his 
'*  own  :  die  glory  which  environs  him  miift  infpirc 
•*  relpeft,  not  terror :  honour  muft  be  the  .moving 
'^  principle  in  all  his  undertakings,  and  the  love  of 
'*  his  people  the  prize  atvvhich  he  afpires :  he  muft 
'^  award  to  merit  the  meed  which  it  deferves ;  and 
*'  by  maintaining,  with  his  power,  the  rich  in  the 
**  poiT^on  of  their  property,  and  by  protefting  the 
^*  j)oor  from  the  deiigns  of  the  rich,  he  muft  teach 
^*  them  to  refpeft  themfelves,  and  to  cherifh  one 
♦*  of  the  beft  conftitutions  that  can  be  eftablifhed 
^*  among  men." 

It  muft  be  granted,  that  a  man  who  knew  fo  well 
how  to  dcfcribe  the  duties  of  a  king,  was  worthy 
of  being  the  preceptor  of  a  great  prince  :  but  un- 
fortunately the  pupil  of  Ariftotle  was  Alexander; 
^nd  what  impr^IBon  90uld  the  voice  of  a  fage  be 

cxpcftedf 
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espieAed  to  mtke  upon  a  mind  burnif^  liritb^e" 
defire  of  cooqueft  i  .  The  ^ro  applauded  ih«  ld(w ' 
(bus  of  die  philofopber^  hut  i^U  he  quined  ]m  ^^ 
minions  to  run  in  purfuit  of  vidory. 

^^  As  the  moDarchical  conftitution  (continuef 
^  Ariilocle)  depends  on  the  nioderation  c^  the 
^  prince,  in  t$  eyideat  that  the  fafcty  and  the  }iberr 

*  ty  of  the  fubjeds  muft  depend  upon  ic  fJl^b ;  i^iu} 

*  this  was  the  rcafon  why  in.the  cities  of  Qfeoce^ 
^  where  all  the  citizens  were  equal,  an4  could 
<  equally  panicipate  the  fupreme  authority,,  tjiey 

*  were  more  ftruck.\yith  the  inQpnveniencies  f)[iaii 
^  the  advantages  of  a  government,  wh^ch  {night 
'  alt-eriiately  <  prove  the  happinefs  and  misfortunt* 

*  of  a  peoplct'*  .:  -   '> 
In  prefenting  to  our  view  the  dangers  attachMl 

to  regal  power,  Ariftotle..  did  npt  fqrefee  that  meat 
would,  one  day  acquire  fyiHcient  I^no^rledge  ia  tfacf 
fcienqe  of  legiilation,  to  render  the  fafetyand  K^* 
herty  of  the  people  independent  of  the  difpofitioii 
of  the  prince,  by  eftablifliing  a  conilitution.  which' 
would  be  at  once  the  firmed  fupport  of  the  thrope^  * 
and  thp  ftrongeft  rampart  of  public  liberty;  • 

It  may  perhaps  be  of  little  moment  to  thofe^  • 
who  have  adopted  th^  monarchical  foro^  of  govern^* 
ment,  to  kiiow  the  advantages  and  difadv^ntages 
of  ar^ocracy  and  republicanifm ;  but  as  we  ar0* 
only.fenfible  of  our  happinefs,  by  comparing  ou( 
fituatioa  Mdtiv  th^t  of  Q^r  iCQ?n,  it  is  wf  11  to  be  ac^ 
♦v  quaint?d 
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t^m^.wid^^h€  reafow  wl^y  we  ougbt  to  MAgr^p; 
tuj^tc^utfelves  oa  living  uo^er  the  form  of  gov^n^ 
miMVt. which  i$  molt  lik^y  to  promote = public  &^ 
licity* 

,  Wc  have  fecn  that  Ariftotle  prefers  mon^chy^ 
p|[Qvi4ed  the  monarch  can  be  always  detained  in 
thft  h^ppy  ftate  of  impotence*  which  will  disable 
hiia  from  oppreffing  tlie  people^  or  exalting  him* 
felf  into  a  defpot.  Let  us  now  enquire  what  occa« 
fiop^  tbii  preference, 

-,  Ari(to(;U;  who  lived  furrounded  with  republics^ 
had  obferved  th/e  piiopenriiy  of  mankind  to  abufe 
the. power  which  they  .eicercife  in  common,  and 
been  a  witn^fs  of  the  difientions  and  iiyuftice  le^ 
fuUing  from  their  rivallhip. 

Under  a  moaarchical  government,  the  happinefs 
of  ^^  people  depends  on  the  virtue  of  an  Individ 
dual^iiund^r  an  ariftocratical  form  the  virtues  of 
m?my  mvift  concur  to  attain  the  fame  end ;  and  in 
0  democracy  all  mud  be  virtuous  to  advance  the 
national  wealt  But  as  it  is  much  eafier  to  find  % 
(ingle  man,  adorned  with  the  infignia  of  majelly, 
who  knows  how  to  unite  his  own  glory  with  the 
happinefs  of  his  people,  and  his  puiiTance  with  the* 
executioor  of  the  law,  than  to  alTcmble  many  indi-^ 
vidjpala,  whole  ruling  principle  is  the  love  of  public 
gpody  and  who  are  raifed  to  fupreme  authority 
without  intrigue,  and  by  the  undoubted  wxll.  of 
(heir  ieUow  citizens,  a  .pfrfed  ariftocxacy  is  otuicJi.' 

more 
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more  rarely  to  be  fcen  than  a  good  monarchy.  But  it 
is  ftiU-more  difficult,  if  not  abfolutely  impoflifele/ 
to  find,  particularly  in  a  great  nation>  ^dtmpcs^Cf 
which  does  not  ferve  as  a  fhelter  for  all  the  troublev 
and-diforders  of  anarchy. 

A  true  ariftocracy  (fays  Ariftotle)  is  that  go-^ 
vernmcnt  where  the  authority  is  centesred  in  the^ 
*^  hands  of  a  certain  number  of  wife  and  virtuous 
**  magiftrates.  - 

**  To  aflure  this  kind  of  government,  it  muft  be 
**  tempered  in  fuch  a  manner  that' the  principal 
^'  citizens  may  find  in  it  all  the  advantage3;of  ptiff 
"  garchy,  and  the  people- thofc  of  democracy^ 
^*  Two  laws  mud:  contribute  to  produce  xhh^ 
^^  double  end:  the  one^  derived  from  the  grand - 
^^  principle  of  this  kind  of  government,  mult  ooa*^j 
^^  £ne  the  chief  offices  to  men  of  fqperior  talents^- 
*'  without  any  regard  to  fortune  ;  and  the  other^^ 
*^  defigned  to  prevent  the  magiftrates  from  enxicbKv 
^>  ing  themfelves  by  their  appointments,;  flballj 
•^  oblige  them,  to  render  an  account  to  the  paUiau 
**  of  the  adminiftration  of  the  finances...:  .j  .    ;t 

"  The  conftitution  is  in  danger.' .  (contbiutSo 
**  Ariftotle)  if  the  government  be  ariftocraticid^u 
*^  when  the  interefts  of  the  principal  citizens  ACtot* 
**  not  fufficiently  combined  with  thofe  of.  the  pco^  t 
**  pie,  to  prevent  either  clafs  from  endeavouringu 
**  to  ufurp  the  authority:  when  the  laws  do  noi  i 
'^  prevent  the  wealth  of  the  nation  from,  beiog: 

"  monj^h 
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^^•rtbndpoli^ed  try-individuals:  when  government 
•^fafiifs  to  pafs,  unnoticed,  the  firft  innovati<inif 
^  vi^ich  attack  the  conftitution :  when  magiftraws;' 
^*  grown  jealous,  perfecute  illoftrious  citizens > 
*^  or  excluding  them  from  public  offices,  deprive 
*^  ihem  of  the  power  of  ferving  tKeir  country.^ 

But  where  was  this  incomparable  goverhtft^nt 
ever  to  be  found  fuftained  in  all  its  purity?     It' 
v9tts<&ot  even  in  Sparta,  where  the  Ephori,  who 
wetc  irnftitoted  long  after  the  eftabli(hment  of  the 
Rieptibltc;:  to  protefl:  the  people  againft  the  pre- 
ponderance of  the  two  Kingsand  the  Senators,  pufh-^ 
ed  the  abufe  of  authority  to  fuch  an  excefs,  as  to  fplit 
live  year  into  thirteenth  months,  in  order  to  increafe,  * 
by  a  thirteenth  part,  a  certain  impofl  which  was 
payed  monthly ;  and  even  dared,  by  the  moft  in- 
iqiiitous  facrilege,  to  caufe  king  Agis  to  be  (Iran- 
glddV'  without  being  brought  to  a  trial,  and  for  hd 
cHoib  but  that  of  endeavouring  to  revive  the  la w^ 
of  iliywrgus  in  all  their  original  purity. 

It  was  not  in  Carthage,  where  the  citizens  were 
oMiged  to  give  proof  of  their  riches,  rather  than 
of  ^cbeir  virtue^  to  mifc  themfelves  to  magifterial 
o^ffittes  wid  govern  the  republic  :  where  their  jea- 
loufy^  by  an  unjuft  refufal,  caufed  the  mifcarriage 
of  the  projects  of  a  great  general,  and  tore  him 
from  the  bofom  of  viftory  :  and  where  the  people, 
enriched  foy  tnduftry,  ufurped  in  the  end  the  fove- 

r 

reign  authority,  and  laid  the  republic  in  ruins. 

It 
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It  was  not  in  Rome,  ^herc  the  power  of  the  SS' 
nate,  forever  ftruggling  with  that  of  the  people^ 
bent  fometimes  before  the  afcendancy  of  the  tri- 
bunes; and  fometimes,  rifing  to   defpotifm,  de- 
voted to  death  all  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  reftore 
the  ancient  laws  of  the  republic  :   where  the  citi- 
zens were  terrified  by  the  name  of  a  diftatbr  : 
where  the  crafcinefs  of  an  augur  could  influence 
an  affembly ;  and  where  men  even  dared  to  plunder 
the  urns  into  which  the  people  call  their  {uffrages« 
*  Let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves :  ariftocracy  caft 
never  be  preferved  in  a  ftate  of  perfcftion :   it  will 
degenerate  into  oligarchy;    bccaufe  naoney  will 
prove,  to  that  clafs  of  citi2xns  who  are  able  to  pur- 
chafe  votes,  a  pafTport  to  all  magifterial  offices ;  and 
thofe  men,  maintaining  their  fituatiohs  by  a  con« 
federacy  among  themfelves,   their  employnienti 
will  be  perpetuated  in  their  families,  and  foori  be* 
come  almoft  hereditary.     Thus  the  people  inftead 
of  one  tyrant  will  have  ten,  perhaps  a  hundred ! 
All  attempts  to  gain  thofe  offices  which  ought  to 
be  the  reward  of  merit  and  experience,  will  Tbe 
treated  as  crimes,  and  oppofed  either  by  pride  or  a 
bafe  envy  ;   and  the  people  will  remain  in  a  ftatc 

• 

*  What  follows,  the  reader  will  fee,  applies  only  to  a  gorcsn- 
menty  where  the  fiipreme  power  refules  in  an  ariftocracy .1  It 
will  be  found  to  furni/h  no  fair  argument  againft  the  adtniffioni 
cf  an^  ariftocratical  principle,  adapted'  to"  a  monarchical  bafis,  in 
a  inixed4M»aftitution,  &ch  as  the  Britiib. 

of 
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.  cf  l^uftHliation  until  the  edifice^  ereded  by  ufurpa<» 
tion  and  vanity^  isr  overturned. 

la. a  monarchy  the  people  have  the  feverity  of  a 
filigle  twn, alone  to  dread;  in  an  ariftocracy  they 
have  the  hatred  of  many  to  fear.  In  a  monarchy 
there  ij&  (o  great  a  chafm  between  the  throne  and 
the  fqbjed^  that  the  prince^  who  is  feated  ther^, 
never  dreams  of  a  rival  .darting  .up  to  dethrone 
l)im:  ki  an  ariflxKracy,  as  the  people  and  their 
rulec9  are  lefs  removed  from  equality,  the  united 
cSbi:ts  of  all  thofe  who  are  invefted  with  power^ 
are  continually  en\ployed  to  m^ke  the  difference 
.  i^reacer^  ai>d  fp  prevent  competition. 

Un^^i*  ^  ^P&^  government^  the  perfon  of  the 
prince,  obtains  refpeft  from  his  own  dignity ;  from 
his  magiftcrial  charadter ;  and  from  the  refpcd; 
Which  is  borne  to  the  chief  of  the  empire. 

Un^er  an  ariftocraqy,  where  the  magidrates  can 

,  ha^te  n^if  her  the  fame  a^tributes^  the  fameattendants, 

,  por.  pre^^nd  to  the  fame  reverence,  they  affcdi  a 

gravity^  ^  jnfulting  haughtinefs  of  deportment,  ' 

[fi  i^der  toenhanjce  their  dignity  in  the  eyes  of  the 

multitude. 

j.Padet  a  monarchy,  4.great  general,  a  celebrated 

orator,  a  man  of  genius  will  be  honoured,  will  be 

ene^umged ;  becaufe  it  is  not  neceflfary  to  the  glory 

'  of  the  monarch's  reign  that  he  Ihould  command 

'  hi)9  armies  in  perfon;  or  that  he  fhould  be  eMP.^^^ 

with  fuperior  eloque2>fe,^  or  malice  difis0Ve«Wfiii't^£ 

fciences : 


1 6  Of  Governments, 

fcicnccs  :  great  talents  thcrrforc,  far  from  eclipftxlg 
his  mental  qualities,  will  add  fame  ^d  fpleAdouf 
to  his  crown  ;  ^nd  the  more  they  miiltipty  under 
his  government,  the  more  illuftrioiis  will  be  hii 
reign. 

Under  an  ariftocracy  confpicuoUs  merit  difturhij 
and  vexes  the  depofitaries  of  power,  becaufe  it 
raifes  them  up  competitors,  by  attrading  to  thofo 
who  are  endowed  with  it  the  homage  of  the  people^ 
To  prevent  this,  they  confine,  to  their  own  body^ 
all  thofe  employments  which  afford  opportunity 
for  the  difplay  of  eminent  qualities;  fuch  as  em^ 
baflies,  the  command  of  armies,  and  legiilation  t 
they  limit  eloquence,  arreft  the  wings  of  genius, 
•  retard  the  progrefs  of  the  fciences,  and  hold  then! 
creeping  on  in  the  trammels  of  old  fyflems. 

In  a  monarchical  ftate,  the  celebration  of  public 
feflivals,  and  the  largeffes  dealt  out  to  the  people,  arc 
agreeable  to  the  monarch,  becaufe  they  circulate 
the  flores  of  the  affluent,  give  animation  to  the 
arts,  and  fpread  around  a  general  glow  of  pleafurc* 
In  an  ariftocracy,  whatever  tends  to  promote 
popularity,  excites  the  jealoufy  of  the  magifbrates  ; 
for  they  are  always  afraid  that  the  gratitude  of  the 
people  (hould  go  too  far,  and  even  raife  to  a  par- 
ticipation of  their  power  thofe  whom  they  nK)ft 
wifti  to  exclude. 

Thofe  who  have  had  the  misfortune  to  offend  3L 
king,  may  hope  for  mercy  from  the  magnanimity 

and 
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flfid  generofity  of  the  prince  :  but  if  in  an  ^rifto* 
cracy  a  magiilrate  has  been  offended^  the  offender 
•mufl:  cxpeft  the  moft  extrbme  feverity  :  all  the 
origour  of  the  laws  will  fall  upon  his  head ;  for 
iiever  do  fenators  appear  more  attached  to  forms 
;than  on  fuch  occaiions  :  wrapt  up  in  the  cloak  of 
hypocrify^  they  arm  themfelves  with  the  fword  of 
juftice^  and  aflaffinate  their  enemy  with  fecret  joy^ 
We  fhall^  by  and  by,  have  an  opportunity  to  con* 
vince  ourfelves  of  the  difference  between  thefe  two 
governments^  when  we  come  to  examine,  with  at* 
tention^  fome  conftitutions  now  exifling  in  Europe* 

Since  the  natural  bent  of  the  befl  ariflocracies  is 
lowardis  oligarchy,  which  is  the  fovereignty  of  the 
f kh,  let  us  obferve  what  Ariftotle  fays  on  that  form 
of  governments 

•.  "In:  order  to  conftitute  (fays  he)  a  good  oli- 
**  garchy^  the  cenfus^  which  entitles  a  man  to  rank 
^^  in  the  higheft  clafs  of  citizen^,  (hould  not  be  ^ 
*^  too  large;  for  the  more  numerous  this  clafs  is 
**  found,  the  greater  reafon  there  will  be  to  pre- 
**  fume  that  it  is  the  laws  which  govern^  and  not 
**  meni 

1  *'  Too  many  magifterial  offices  fhoiild  not  be 
\^  heUl  by  one  family,  as  that  would  render  it  too 
*^  powerful. 

"  To  av^oid  an  exceffive  inequality  of  fortune, 
^*  men  (hould  be  prevented  from  difpofing  of  their 
•/  property  to  the  prejudice  of  their  legal  heirs.; 
.   Vol.  L  C  *^and 
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*^  and  no  two  inheritances  (hould  unite  m  the 
*'  fame  heir. 

f '  The  people  fhould  be  onder  the  immediatir 
*^  proteftion  of  government :  they  ought  to  be 
•*  more  favoured  than  the  rich  in  feeking  jofticc 
*^  on  thofe  who  infult  them  ;  and  neither  any  law^ 
^^  nor  the  credit  of  any  perfon,  fhould  be  allowed 
'^  to  impede  their  attainment  of  fubfiftcnce  or  of 
*^  fortune.  Little  jealous  of  dignities  which  afford 
*^  nothing  to  the  poflefFors  but  the  honour  of  fcrv- 
*^  ing  their  country,  the  people  will,  with  pleaiure, 
'*  fee  them  pafs  into  other  hands,  if  the  fruits  of 
^^  their  labour  are  not  fnatched  from  their  own^ 

*^  In  order  to  attach  th€  peopk  more  ftrong\y 
^^  to  government,  a  certain  number  of  fmall  lucra- 
tive employments  (hould  be  appropriated  to 
them ;  and  they  fhould  even  be  allowed  to  . 
indulge  the  hope  of  obtaining,  by  dint  of  merits 
magifterial  offices  of  importance^ 
**  The  laws  (eontinues  Ariftotle)  which  in  many 
*'  oligarchies  forbid  the  magiftrates  from  engaging, 
**  in  commerce,-  produce  two  excellent  efFe(3:s  : 
"  they  prevent  their  facrifiicing  to  the  intereft  of 
,  "  their  fortune,  thofe  moments  \^hich  they  owe  ta 
•^  the  flate;  or  of  eftablifhing  a  monopoly  whick 
*^  muft  be  ruinous  to  other  merchants.- 

"  If  the  cenfm  which  ranks  a  citizen  in  the  clafe 
,  ^  ordained  to  govern  be  rated  too  high,  the  clafs' 
will  not  be  fufijciently  numerous ;  and  thofe  w^bo 
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'^  by  intrigue  or  talents  are  raifed  to  the  head  of 
**  affairs,  will  endeavour  to  maintain  their  ftations 
*^  by  the  fame  means  :  their  rights  will'be  fcen  ex- 
'*  tending  by  degrees :  they  will  arrogate  the  pri- 
**  vilege  of  chufing  their  own  aflbciates  :  and  they 
**  will  fupprefs,  in  fine,  all  forms,  and  fubftitute 
**  their  wills  for  laws.  Then  the  government  will 
*^  be  found  in  the  lafl  degree  of  corruption^  and 
**  an  oligarchy  exifting  in  an  oligarchy.  But  as  tlje 
**  people  are  equally  dangerous  whether  they 
*'  cringe  to  their  fuperiors  or  their  fuperiors  cringe  • 
**  to  them,  they  ought  not  to  poffefs,  excluffively, 
*^  the  right  of  judging,  or  of  confering  all  the 
^*  offices  of  the  magiftracy :  for  when  that  is  the 
*'  cafe,  they  foon  difcover,  by  the  members  of  the 
*^  rich  clafs  being  obliged,  meanly,  to  folicit  their 
^^  fufFrages,  that  it  would  be  as  eafy  for  them 
*^  to  retain  the  authority  as  to  difpofe  of  it.'* 

I  need  not  point  out  to  the  reader,  the  wifdom 
and  profound  difcernment  difcoverable  in  thcfe 
principles ;  and  in  the  fkilful  combinations  of  the 
authority  which  governs  with  the  pov/er  which 
obeys.  Whatever  arrangements  are  made,  this 
power  i'efts  always  with  the  people ;  and  the  only 
means  to  prevent  their  oppofing  the  laws,  is  to 
make  their  happinefs  depend  on  obeying  them. 
For  this  reafon  the  legiflator,  under  an  oligarchi- 
cal government,  makes  amends  to  the  people  for 
their  cxclufion  from, the  higheft  offices,  by  allow- 

C  2  ing 
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ing  thein  ro  engage  in  luerathre  profcfflemS  y  iinrf 
attaching  to  thofe  fituations,  at  which  they*  muft 
not  afpire,  ftich  privations  and  cxpenoes,  as  will 
prevent  their  defiring  to  poffefs  them.  By  dili 
means  the  poffibility,  and  the  hope  of  rifing  by^iht 
of  riierit  are  preferved,  and  the  pride  of  the  people 
knot  wounded  by  an  abfolute  exclufion.        .    ^  • ' 

Modern  legiflators  feem  to  have  loft  fight;  6f 
thefe  wife  maxims.  By  accumulating  humiliations 
en  the  moft  numerous  clafs,  they  are  often  de- 
prived of  their  own  fuperiority ;  and,  in  endea- 
vouring to  be  every  thing,  they  expofe  thettifclvei 
to'  the  danger  of  becoming  nothing* 

We  will  now  pafs  on  to  democracy*,  andTe^ 
what  Ariftotle  fays  upon  the  fubjed.  Borfi  in  k 
>  '   repub- 

.        .    (        .  <    V 

'    •  t  I      > 

*  M.  d^e  la  Croix  is  certainly  not  correft  in  fpeaking  of  ^de- 
mocracy throughout  the  following  pafTage,  as  a  legal  form  of  go- 
i'ernment.  Ariftotle  exprefsly  calls  it,  a  corruption  of  that  true 
popular  form  which  he  diftinguifhes  by  the  application  of  the 
name  common  to  all  forms  ;  in  Greek,  poUteia^  a  poUtjy  or,  is 
we  generally  exprefs  it,  a  JIate,,  An  extract  from  Ariftotle^ 
given  in  pages  3  and  4  will  fully  prove  the  juftice  of  this  afTertion, 

In  the  ai  chapter  of  the  4th  book  of  his  Treatife  on  Govenr- 
rtienf,  Ariftotle  again  fpcaks  of  democracy,  which  he  there  clafr» 
with  oligarchy  and  tyranny,  as  one  of  the  depraved  forms  ;  and 
quotes  the  aulhprity  of  a  writer  who  had  preceded  him^  fup- 
pofed  to  be  Plato,  to  prove  that  democracy,  if  it  did  indeed  de- 
ferve  to  be  clafled  with  the  better  forms  (which  was  not  agrees 
able  to  Ariftotle 's  opinion)  was  the  worft  of  that  clafs.  Hit 
worciv  are  «*  This  fubje<5l  has  been  already  treated  of,  *by  one  df 
h  tftofe  writers  who  have  gone  before  me,  though  his  fentiment* 
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republican  ftate, '  his  opinion  of  that  form  of  go- 
vernment muft  carry  with  it  confiderable  authorityi* 

*^  lyiberty  (fays  he)  according  to  tlie  partifan* 
•*  of  popular  power,  can  only  be  found  in  demQf 
*^  cracy*  Libeny  is  the  principle  of  that  goverfl* 
♦^  ment ;  it  gives  to  each  citizen  the  will  of  obey* 
"  iag,  and  the  power  of  commanding  :  it  renders 
**  him  mailer  of  himfelf ;  equal  to  others ;  and 
^^  precious  to  the  ftate,  of  which  he  is  a  part, 

-^^  Tliis  form  of  government  is  fubjed  to  th^ 
^'  lame  revolutions  as  ariftocracy.  It  is  temperate 
^^  in  thofe  places  where,  for  the  purpofe  of  cXf 
*^  eluding  an  ignorant  and  inquiet  populace,  a  mof 
**  derate  cenfus  is  ncccflary  to  qualify  men  for  a 
V'ftlarc  in  the  adminiftration :  where  the  firft; 
^/  clafs  of  citizens  are  not  vidims  to  the  hatred  and 
*^jealoufy  of  the  lower  orders;  and,  in  fine| 
*^  wherever  the  laws  have  fufficient  energy  to  enr 
*^  force  attention  even  in  the  moft  tumultuous  mor 
*J  ments ;   but  de?mocracy  is  every  where  tyranni- 

«*'arc  not  t^e  fame  as  mine  :  for  he  thought  that  of  all  excellent 
•*  cohftitutions,  a^  a  good  oligarchy  or  the  like,  a  democracy 

'*  was  the  worR,  but  of  ail  bad  ones  the  befl."     This  opinion  of 

■  ',i-.f',...,'j,,» 

Plato  carries  with  it,  perhaps,  more  conviftion  than  the  opinion 
of  Ariuotle ;  as  he  had  not,  like  the  ftagyrite,  enjoyed  the  favour 
of  Pnilip,  and  been  the  preceptor  of  Alexander  ;  but  from^ 
living  at  Athens  where  democracy  was  feen  in  its  faireft  drcfs, 
may  be  riippofed  to  have  imbibed  a  partiality  for  that  form  of 
government,  rather  than  for  monarchy,  or  ariftocracy  :  though 
{rath  obliged  hi/ii  to  ft>cak  of  it  as  inferior  to  either. 

" C  z  ^^  cal. 
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^^  cal,  when  the  poor  have  too  much  influence  in 
*'  public  deliberations/' 

It  muft  be  granted,  that  the  moil  dreadful  dc- 
Ijpotifm  is  that  of  an  indigent  populace*  Too  ig- 
norant to  know  the  principles  ef  juftice  ;  too  im- 
petuous to  obferve  any  order  in  their  decifions  ; 
too  avaricious  to  fet  bounds  to  their  demands,  or 
pay  any  refpeft  to  pofterity ;  and  too  fliort-fightcd 
to  forefee  the  confequences  of  their  vengeance ; 
whenever  they  award  favours,  or  decree  punifti- 
ments,  it  is  with  an  equal  difregard  of  equity. 

Ariftotle  attributes  the  exceffive  power  poflefled 
by  the  people  of  Athens,  to  the  fuppreflion  of  the 
cenJuSy  by  which  the  right  of  filling  offices  was  re- 
gulated ;  to  the  indulgence  granted  the  poor  of  giv- 
ing their  fufFrages  in  the  general  aflemblies,  and  in 
the  courts  of  juftice  ;  and  to  the  command  which 
popular  orators  had  acquired  over  the  multitude. 

*^  The  populace  (fays  Ariftotle)  were  hereto- 
*^  fore  direded  by  the  military,  who,  more  than 
*^  once,  abufcd  their  confidence  to  inflave  them. 
*^  And,  as  it  is  always  their  fate  to  ferve,  ambiti- 
*^  ous  men  have  arifen  in  thefe  later  times,  who  have 
**  employed  their  talents  to  flatter  the  paflions  and 
**  the  vices  of  the  multitude ;  to  intoxicate  them 

• 

**  with  an  opinion  of  their  power  and  their  glory  j 
^*  and  to  revive  their  hatred  againft  the  rich,  their 
*^  contempt  for  their  rulers,  and  their  love  of  inde- 
\^  pendence.    Their  triumph  is  that  of  eloquence, 

I        *^  whicU 
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^^  wTilch' feems  to  have  arrived  at  perfeftion  for  no 
*^  other  purpofe,  bi;it  to  introduce  defpotifm  iiito 
^*  the  bofbm  of  liberty  itfelf. 

*^  Republics,  happy  in  a  wife  adminiftration,  wiU ' 
*^  not  attend  to  thefe  dangerous  men ;  but  wherever 
^*  they  obtain  credit,  the  government  haftens  ra- 
^^  pidly  to  the  utmoft  point  of  corruption  ;   and  the 
*^  people  contraft  the  vices  and  ferocity  of  tyrants/' 

When  we  find  Ariftotle  fpeaking  fo  forcibly 
againft  the  fpecies  of  orators,  known  under  thie 
name  of  Demagogues,  we  cannot  believe  that  he 
means  to  include  in  this  dangerous  clafs  of  public 
fpeakers,  thofe  who,  like  Demofthenes,  endea- 
voured to  rfekindle  the  patriotifm  of  the  Athenians, 
by  the  fire  of  eloquence  ;  and  to  revive  all  thofe 
great  virtues  which  feemed  extinguiftied  in  the 
fouls  of  their  fellow  citizens.  He  intended  to  de» 
fcribe  thofe  falfe  patriots,  who,  by  exaggerating' 
the  evils  which  they  felt  not,  and  the  abufes  by 
which  "they  fought  to  profit ;  and  feigning  an  af- 
feAion  which  they  never  knew;  impofedon  the  cre- 
dulity and  ignorance  of  the  multitude;  excited 
their  paflions ;  and  ufed  them  as  initruments  for 
removing  their  rivals,  and  obtaining  thofe  ho- 
nours at  which  their  ambition  afpired.  Such 
orators  as  thefe  are  truly  dangerous,  not  only  in 
^  republic  but  a  monarchy.  EJoquence  with- 
out virtue,  was,  perhaps,  lefs  to  be  feared  at 
/Vthens,  where  the  citizens  of  ^11  ranks  poffefftd 

C  4  fufficient 
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fufficient  knowledge  and  penetration  to  ddtdft  the 
fecret  defigns  of  the  orator,  than  it  would  be  in  a 
large  city  peopled  with  artisans  and  hirelings,  lit* 
tie  accuftonied  to  liften  to  orators  of  another  dc* 
fcription ;  and,  unfortunately,  always  difpofed  to 
receive  the  firft  impreffions  which  wickednefs  and 
fallhood  are  willing  to  make. 

**  In  a  democracy  (proceeds  Ariftotle)  all  ma- 
**  giftcrial  offices,  or  at  leaft  the  greater  part  of 
^^  them,  fliould  be  conferred  by  ballot. 

**  It  is  effential  that  offices,  military  ones  only 
**  excepted,  (hould  be  but  rarely  granted  a  fecond 
^^  time  to  the  fame perfon;  forallthecitizeqsftiould, 
f  *  in  turn,  pafs  through  the  courts  of  juftice.  ■ 

**  A  fenate  (hould  be  eftablifhed  to  prepare  fuch 
^'  affairs  as  muft  be  determined  in  the  fuprem^  na-^ 
^'  tional  aflembly,  where  all  the  citizens  mayaffifl: ; 
^^  and  >yherearightof  precedence fhould  be  granted" 
*^  to  this  fenate,  and  to  thofe  who  regularly  attend 
''  the  aflembly.'^ 

If  fuch  muft  be  the  conftitution  of  a  good  de- 
mocracy, the  impoffibilit}'^  of  applying  that  form  of 
government  to  a  ftate  which  comprehends  many 
provinces,  will  be  readily  admitted ;  and  that  it 
can  only  agree  with  a  fingle  city,  fuch  as  Athens  was. 

We  ought,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  guard  our-  - 
felves  fromdefiring  a  conftitution  where  judges  are 
jaken  indifcriminately  from  every  clafs  of  citizens. 
Let  us  remember  that  it  was  fuch  judges  who  con^ 

dcninecl 
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demoed  Meltiades,  the  laviour  of  the  f€public^ 
to  be  caft  into  the  ditch  where  malefadprs^periflj^ 
ed ;  and  who  commuted  tfeis  punifhment-  for  cpn-^ 
finement  io  a  prifon,  where  hq  died  of  hi^  wpunds. 
it  was  fuch  alfo  who  baniihed  Ariilides,  becaule 
the  furname  of  ^uftj  which  he  fo  well  mepted, 
gave  umbrage  to  one  of  thefe  judges.  And  it  wa3 
fuch  who  CQDdemned  Socrates,  to  drink  poifon, 
and  ftruck  terror  through  the  fages  ^ho  werp  hi^ 
difciples. 

Hs^yiog  feen  how  Ariftotle  defines  the  ariftocra- 
tic  and  democratic  cojiftitutions,  let  ns  caft  our  eye 
on  the  government  of  Lacedenjon,  which  was  an 
piftocracy. 

Jit  Sparta  the  throne  was  occupied  by  two  kings; 
fprung  from  two  different  houfes. 

If  one  of  thefe  kings  died,  his  eldeft  fon  fucceed- 
ed  him;  and. the  fon  of  that  eldeft  fon  was  pre* 
ferred  before  his  uncles. 

If  the  king  died  without  either  fon  or  brother, 
the  crown  defcended  to  his  neareft  relation ;  but 
it  never  could  be  enjoyed  by  one  of  the  other  royal 
houfe. 

It  was  not,  however,  thought  fufficient  that  the 
fiuthority  of  the  two  kings  ftiould  be  balanced*  by 
this  oppofition  of  intereftS  :  Lycurgus  was  willing 
to  reftrain  and  inftruft  the  kings,  by  a  council  of 
jwenty  eight  elders,  eleded  by  the  fuffragcs  of  the 
people. 

Aj 
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»  As  no  perfon  could  be  eleftcd  into  this  cOtii^cil 
until  he  was  fixty  years  of  age,  the  Legiflator  4  id' 
not  judge  it  neceflary  to  limit  the  term  of  hoidfcgf 
this  office,  but  by  the  death  of  the  party. 

The  kings  could  not  iffue  any  order,  or  pds  any 
decree,  without  the  concurrence  of  thefe  fehators': 
they  only  propofed  to  the  fenate  the  fubjeft  for  de* 
liberation,  and  each  of  their  votes  was  counted  as 
two  Suffrages. 

The  kings  could  never  be  abfent  from  the  re* 
public  during  a  peace.  In  time  of  war  one  took 
the  command  of  the  army,  and  the  other  remained 
in  the  midft  of  the  citizens. 

When  any  of  the  fenators  finiflied  his  career, 
his  fucceffor  was  elefted  in  the  public  place  :  each 
candidate  appeared  in  fucccflion,  regulated  by  baU 
lot,  and  paffed  round  the  circle  with  his  eyes  call 
down.  The  appearance  of  each  was  greeted  with 
Ihouts  of  approbation  more  or  lefs  frequent ;  and 
thefe  plaudits  were  collected  by  men  placed  pur- 
pofely  in  a  houfe  from  whence  they  could  not  iee  ' 
the  candidates.  When  thofe  who  had  thus  col- 
lefted  the  voices  came  forward  to  declare  the  ma- 
jority, the  plaudits  were  manifefted  in  a  manner 
more  lively  and  determined ;  and  the  report  made 
by  them,  and  always  credited  by  people,  was  thus  ; 
confinned  by  their  voices.  '  \ 

**  In  this  honourable  ftruggle  (fa}^  a  modern 
*^  writer)  virtue  could  only  be  overcome  by  vir-'" 
«*-tuc." 

The 
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The  republic  of  Sparta  fuppoitcd  itfelf  for  a 
long  time  under  the  fingle  authority  of  its  two 
kings,  and  twenty  eight  fenators.  Five  ephori 
were  afterwards  added,  who  were  at  Lacedemon 
what  the  tribunes  were  at  Rome ;  they  performed 
the  duty  of  cenfors,  and  were  eledted  annually. 

As  the  ephori  were  chofen  from  every  clafs  of 
citizens  promifcuoufly,  the  people  confidered  ihem 
as  their  true  reprefentatives ;  and  having  a  more 
immediate  hope  of  fucceeding  to  their  authority, 
it  was  extended  at  the  expencfe  of  that  of  the 
kings  and  fenators.  The  ephori  alone  remained 
fitting  when  the  kings  came  to  take  their  feats  at 
the  tribunals. 

If  a  king  was  accufed  of  having  violated  the  laws, 
or  betrayed  the  intereft  of  the  ftate,  he  was  tried 
by  his  colleague,  the  twenty-eight  fenators,  and  the 
five  ephori ;  who  condemned  him  to  pay  a  fine^ 
and  fometimes  depofed  him. 

The  ephori  could  cite  one  of  the  kings  to  ap- 
pear at  their  tribunal ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  obey 
the  third  citation. 

The  Spartans  met  every  month  in  general  aiTem- 
bly.  There  all  affairs  were  brought  which  con- 
cerned the  public  :  fuch  as  regulating  the  fuc- 
ceilion  of  the  throne  ;  elecling  or  depofing  magh* 
ilrates;  pronouncing  judgment  upon  public  offen- 
ders ;  and  decreeing  on  great  objeds  of  legiflation 
pr  religion. 

Each 
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•  Each  perfon  who  affifted  at  thefe  aiTemblies  had 
a'righE  of  giving  his  opinion  there,  if  ho  had  aR-r 
gained  tlie  age  of  thirty  years,  and  was  of  irrepFoachP 
able  charafter ;  and  they  carried  their  attention  tq 
this  point  to  fuch  a  rigid  extreme,  that  a  very  ek>« 
quent  citizen  having  made  a  propofal,  which  the 
affembly  was  going  to  adopt,  a  fenator  arofe  with 
indignation  againfl  the  ill  fame  of  the  orator;  apd 
caufed  the  fame  thing  to  be  propofed  by  a  virtuouf 
citizen,  that  the  republic  might  not  bluHi  for  hav** 
ing  followed  the  opinion  of  fo  contemptible  a 
man. 

I  muft  beg  leave  to  make  one  refleAion  on  this 

adt  of  fcvere  virtue.     How  could  a  citizen,  fo  vile^ 

ae  to  be  unworthy  of  giving  even  good  advice  iq 

the  republic,  be  fuffered  to  remain  a  member  of  it? 

Surely  defpotifm  could  not  have  pulhed  tiieabufo- 

of  authority  to  a  greater  excefs  than  by  condemn^* 

ing  an  able  orator  to  filence,  and  ravi(hing  frooi 

him  the  honour  of  that  wife  advice  which  wa^; 

adopted?  .t 

When  any  affair  before  the  affembly  had  becft, 

fnfficiently  explained,  a  thoufend  voices  were  lieaid. 

at  once  for  the  negative  or  affirmative ;  ^and  when/v 

after  many  trials,  it  was  impolTible  to  di(ling^(bt* 

which  had  the  majority,  one  of  the  ephort  aicerri/ 

tained  it  by  counting  the.  numbers  in  each  party ^.t 

which  he  feparated  and  placed  on  diflTercnt  fideS4 

Ey  the  creation  of  the  ephori,  the  comf^tAicipn.^ 

,whip^* 


y    •<: 
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According  to  Arifiotle.  %| 

lijfciih  ^Lydui'gus  had  given  to  Sparta  was  chatrtged/ 
Tbelilngs  bec'^me  mere  (hadows  of  royalty;  anii 
the  ftfiiiice  trembled  before  the  power  of  thofe  nc*f^ 
mdgiftirtite^.  ' 

'^•^By-thift  oppofing  ah  unlimited  authority,  to  that 
j^wer-^the  limits  of  which  were  clearly  marked)r 
|KJffeflM  by  the  two  kings,  and  the  twenty i-eighc 
ftfnatdfs,  the  people  believed  they  fhould  be  morei 
frefe  j  btit'they  became  more  opprefled  by  defpot- 
ifm.'  There  was  no  longer  that  rivalry,  between 
the  two  fovereigns  and  the  members  of  the  fenate,' 
\*hicKliad  excited  each  to  endeavour  at  propofing 
tW* 'beft  laWs,  that  he  might  enjoy  the  triumph  of 
havil>g^his  propofal  faiiftioned  by  a  majority  of 
\bic^s, ''  When  five  ephori  were  placed  in  oppofii 
ti<!>tt^'t?o  this  atiguft  power,  the  two  kings  found 
thttllfelH^s  unable  to  prevail  by  their  fufFrages  s 
arid ,■  irf  brder  to  ftrengthen  their  authority  by  the 
fttj)jk)rt^«f  the  people,  they  propofed  laws  con^- 
trary  to  the  public  welfare,  but  favourable  to  thcr. 
iA^nariotis  of  the  multitude.     By  this  means' An 
aHftodracy '  was    iftablifhed   in    an    ariftocracy. 
And' this;  the' wife  inftitution  of  Lycurgus  being. 
d^fktied'^by  degrees,   the  government  of  Sparta, 
whidt^^^imld  no(f  bear  a  mixc  conftitution,  began 
td  ffiftker;  Und  was  foo^n  entirely  deftroyed.  *    ^   r 
'   T^rt  is,  in  the  fdence  of  government^  one  truth  ^ 
6f  s»}Ai\i  tegiflatdrs  ought  never  to  tofe  fight,  when- 
ftttetithe  principles  of  a  conftitution  fuffer  innova- 
tion :  it  is,  that  matters  fhould  be  rcftored,  even 
;,  .  by 
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by  violent  means^  to  their  original  ftat« ;  ot  ttiat 
fome  new  form  Ihould  be  created,  more  adapted  to 
the  times  and  the  nunners  of  the  people. 

All  the  parts  of  a  good  government  (hould  be  Wdl 
united^  and  accord  well  together.  It  will  be  vi.ci* 
ated,  disjoined,  by  the  lead  incongruity  i  and  any 
disjunftion  opens  a  way  for  abufes,  which  footi  xxn^ 
dermine  and  occafion  its  entire  ruin.  It  may  in* 
deed,  by  a  concurrence  of  circumftances,  and  its 
ancient  reputation,  fupport  itfelf  for  a  time,  but  its 
fall  will  be  at  laft  more  violent. 

This  very  caufe,  according  to  Ariftotle,  drew,  on 
the  ruin  of  Carthage,  whofe  fall  he  had  foretold 
with  that  fpirit  of  wifdom,  which,  by  obferving  the 
alterations  introduced  into  its  government,  could 
calculate  the  extent  of  its  refiftance  and  duration*  • 

Carthage  had,  like  Sparta,  two  chiefs,  to  whom 
the  Greeks  gave  improperly  the  title  of  kingsi 
Their  reign  was  annual,  and  they  might  be  chofen 
Out  of  different  houfcs,  provided  they  were  rich 
and  ancienti 

A  numerous  fehate  formed  the  cotincil  of  thefe 
two  chief  magiftrates ;  and  there  all  the  important 
affairs  of  ftate  were  difcuffed*  Another  body  of 
Inagidrates,  one  hundred  and  four  in  number,  wai 
charged  with  maintaining  the  interefts  of  the  peopieii 

The  nation,  in  its  general  affemblies,  fan&ioned 
or  annulled  the  decrees  of  the  fcnate,  according  .to 
the  report  made  of  dbiem  by  the  two  chiefs  and  th# 
fenators. 


AU  magifterial  offices  were  conferred^  by  way  di 
Fallot,  on  thofe  who,  from  their  feniority  and  fof'* 
tune,  were  entitled  to  fill  them ;  and  their  authori^ 
ty  was  limited  by  law.  The  general  of  an  army 
only,  was,  when  at  the  head  of  his  troc^,  endow-^^ 
ed  whh  unbounded  power :  but,  in  his  turn,  he 
was  obliged  to  gire  an  exadt  account  of  his  opera^ 
tions  before  the  fenators,  whofe  decifions  were  frc* 
quently  even  too  fevere^ 

It  was  by  the  diftribution  of  thefc  powers  in  va- 
rious combinations,  that  Carthage,   as  proud  of 
her  liberty,  as  of  her  opulence,  had  always   op- 
pofed  tyranny,  and  found  means  to  refift  the  ef- 
forts of  Greece,  animated  againft  her  by  the  fpiric 
of  vengeance ;   and  even  to  counterbalance,  for  a 
long  time,  all  the  power  of  the  Romans. 
. '  The- conftitution  of  Carthage  had,  as  we  have 
abready  "obferved,  many  faults.     Neither  virtue  not 
Acrit^  without  the  addition  of  riches,  could  raifo 
&eir  ^pofiefibr  to  the  magiftracy;    becaufe  noncr 
could  pretend  to  thefe  offices,  without  paying  z 
itnfiis  pfropoorttoned  to  the  dignity  of  the  office- 
;.-.iOBbc •fame' citizen  might  hold,  at  the  fame  time^ 
toany  fdiflteent  magifterial  offices ;  by  which  the 
|i0wer.<yf'tiie  offices,  fo  combined,  was  greatly  cir- 
eipifbiibed^'  and  their  diftinft  authorities  frequent-* 
ij&iootiiiattnded  :  a  natural-  confequcnce  of  their  be- 
ing^hidgeil  in  the  fame  hands. 
9iiCbiBBie9ce  wa«  notr  forbidden^  to  the  magifirates ; 

whicli 


: which  frequently  caufed  then^^to  ra4;(ifi€4^K2|^  |^b* 
'  lie  intereft  to  their  own.  ;, .  ^  •.,   -:  ?  *s^ 

The  people,  having  neither  magiftctri^l  Q£|fi$lbi^j|OT 
'4he  grand  refource  of  commerce  ^^r^jsi^rgjii^ 
their  minds,  remained  in  a  (late  Qf.a^aCemf^M«-.w)Mf:h 
confined  their  &culcies  and  contrai^d  their  .t^eas. 

When  one  of  this  lower  clafs  of  ciciz^ps.  gJ^tMUpd 
.  any  lucrative  employment,  he<lirputj3d.dignifi)piyvyh 
'  the  ancient  fenatorial  houfes;  bui;  a&  he;hrea(bfd 
only  the  fentiments  of  vanity  and  ielf?coi}QeAi:;^^  he 
'difgraced  the  magiftracy  with  which  iie  li^^Vfd 
.himfelf  adorned.  ".•;.;c| 

The  firil  citizens  had  at  lead  the  fup^rio^ky^.o^)- 
V  tained  by  a  proper  education  and. a  habit  pf  gpyem- 
ing;  while  the  others  poflelTed  nothing' bq^tlji^r 
ignorance^  and  an  arrogant  deiire  of  'hj^mil^s^g 
their  colleagues,  by  drawing  from  (hem  thefu^[rag^s 
of  the  people,  who  are  always  difpQfe4  \J^  if^\^w 
tkofe  that  come  neared  to  their  own  level.  .     ;  .'.^ 

By  thus  conferring  the  high  offices  upon  tl^  iif^f 
loflead  of  bellowing  them  on  experiencf  >  tftl^^jk^^ 
and  virtue ;  and  for  want  of  knowinghow;!^^^^- 
fine  the  qualification,  obtain^^d  by.ri<fl>e$y.t9.a<ftf* 
tain  clafs  accuftomed  to  govern  wellf  authpri^-i^Wl 
into  the  hands  of  men,  who  had  obtained  thj^ir 
wfcalth  by  the  chance  and  frauds  of  trade ;  hence, 
arofe  that  bafe  attachment-  to  gold,  which  cotxqpjr 
ed  every  heart,  and  forced  fhofe  lamentatiowfrosi: 
Hannibal ;  when,  afhanied  of  his  fellow  citiz^i,  he 

feproached 
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i^roadied  them  for  havings  without  regret^  (acrific- 
cd  their  arms^  thpir  vefTels  to  the  Romans ;  and  yet 
fig^og  over  the  lofs  of  their  money  and  their  jewels, 
»  things  of  greater  eftimation  in  their  eyes  than 
die  moans  of  recovering  their  honour. 

In  examining  the  caufes  of  the  profperity 
iind  fall  of  thefe  famous  republics,  we  mud  per* 
.ceive  the  importance  of  a  good  conflitution;  the 
neceffity  of  ellablilhing  it  on  the  principles  of 
juftice;  of  making  it  clear  in  all  its  parts ;  of  for- 
tifying it  with  good  manners ;  of  invefting  it  with 
public  fpirit ;  and  of  extending  over  it  univerfally 
the  empire  of  virtue^ 

'  I  (hall  not  leave  the  fubjedt  of  antiquity,  or  turn 
to  the  conftitutions  exifting  in  Europe,  until  I 
have  taken  a  view  of  the  two  famous  republics 
of  Athens  and  Rome :  until  I  have  developed  the 
beauties  and  imperfedions  of  their  governments ; 
and  evinced  their  decline  and  annihilation  to  have 
had  no  other  caufes  than  the  innovation  of  their 
QOttftitutions;  while  other  empires,  fuch  as  China, 
ibpported  on  a  lefs  perfedt  legiflation,  have  refilled 
tb<  torrent  of  ages,  by  the  refpe6t  which  the  peo- 
ple have  never  ceafed  to  preferve  for  the  inftitutions 
oftheirfirftlegiflaton 

If  Ariftotle,   from  the  obfervations  he  was  en- 
isled to  make,  concluded  that  monarchical  go- 
Vernmeni  was  the  mod  eligible  for  men  united  in 
Vol.  L  P  fociety. 
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fociety,  how  much  more,  muft  we  fuppofe,  lie 
would  have  been  convinced  of  this  truth,  if  he 
could  have  glanced  his  eye  through  futurity;  and 
fccn  a  powerful  monarch,  weary  of  Jong  iojuilic^^ 
afcending  from  the  bofom  of  knowledge  to  the  fo- 
blimeft  heights  of  reafon  :  wifely  calculating  the 
rights  of  all  the  citizens  :  breaking,  with  a  VL|Qf« 
ous  hand,  the  fetters  in  which  the  fpirit  of  domina- 
tion had  enthralled  his  noble  pinions :  fubftitiit* 
irtg'eftkblifhed  rules  for  arbitrary  will :  placing'all 
property  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  laws  :  exaldng 
liimfelf  to  the  h^ighth  of  executive  poWer,  by  iHc 
impreffive  reprcfentation  of  fovereignty :  reftraltt'*- 
iVijg  perfidious  counfellors,  and  the  ambitious  ageiits 
<if  tyranny,  by  the  fear  bf  a  tribunal,  the  proteftdr 
di^the  inter  efts  of  the  nation  :  pofleffing  the  lkiH^t6 
Teive  only  with  the  monarch  (yet  without  impiiN 
ih'g  the  fplendor  of  the  throne,  or '  the  dignity  of 
ttiijtfty)  the  happy  power  of  difpenfing  benefits  ; 
taiiting  juftice  to  reign;  intimidating  the  wicked^ 
ihd  receiving,  in  the  midft  of  public  profperity 
thofe  teflimdnies  of  fidelity  and  afFtsdion,  themttre 
X  gratifying  from  their  being  the  emanations  of  tU 
bertv,  '  '-'■' 


.  I 
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■'    '^  Laws  of  Solon* 

/I.       ■'    ■ 

Vy  E  have  informed  ourfelvcs  what  is.  a  tru^e 
ariflpa'acy ;  and  how  httle  that  form  of  government 
was  fupported  in  all  its  purity  even  in  Lacedemon* 
If  the  wifeft  people  upon  earth  could  not  habit- 
\iajc  tHemfelves  to  live  under  the  empire  of  two 
i^ingf,,whofe  powers,  counterbalancing  each  other, 
ppflcffed  no  energy,  but  when  they  mutually  contri- 
buted to  tlic  welfare  of  the  republic.  If,  notwith- 
ftaffding  they  had  themfelves  chofen  twenty-Qig|)t 
f^nators,  who  were  raifed  by  their  age,  by  their 
virtues,  to  the  fupreme  authority :  if,,notwithftand- 
ing  they  poffeffed  t^ie  power  of  annulling  in  tKeir 
general  auemblies  the  decrees  of  the  fenaie,^  they 
ttilJi  found  themfelves  governed  by  an  authority  not 
fyffififntly  tempered,  it  muft  be  confefled  that  the 
beft  ariftocracy  will  not  agree  with  men  who 
'arc  aftuated  by  a  fpirit  of  freedom  *. 

•  It  has  been  remarked  in  a  former  note,  that  thcfc  ftriftures 
on  ariftocracy  can  only  apply  to  a  government  purely  ariftocra- 
tical ;  and  in  no  degree  to  the  ariftocratic  part  of  a  mixed  confti* 
totian  ;  *wherc  its  power  is  coiinterpoifed  by  an  equal  weight  of 
monarchical  and  dcmocratical  influence;  and  all  its  evil  tenden« 
cks  done  away  by  the  impoflibility  of  their  ever  attaining  their 
obje£h 

Da  We 
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We  have  feen  in  the  conftitution  of  Cartbage;  ^ 
ariftocra^y  very  inferior  in  its  nature  to  that  of  Spar^^ 
t^;  and  which  in  the  end  degraded  the  minds  of  aU 
die  citizens,  becaufe  it  .was  eftablifliedon  a.viciom 
foundation ;  that  of  the  fuperiority  of  riches  ♦•  From 
thence  we  muft  conclude,  that  whenever  men^  ih^ 
(lead  of  confiding  the  care  of  their  profperity^  andt 
die  tnaintenahce  of  their  laws,  to  citizeiiis  ea|i^ 
ncnt.for  virtue,  depofit  them  exclufively  in  the 
hands  of  thofe  who  pay  the  largeft  cenfu$  to  the  re- 
public^ they  mud  expofe  themfelves  to  the  misfpr-, 
tune  of  being  one  day  governed  by  magiftrates  morcf 
attached  to  fich^,  the  fource  of  their  elevatio^j 
than  to  the  glory  of  their  fellow  citizens^  ?  ,  > 

:  By  fixing  the  reader's  attention  on  the  priAciq 
p)es  M^hich  conftitute  an  ariftocracy,  I  (hall  be^bJo 
to  dwipnftrate  liow  egregioufly  we  have,  in  ourrCr. 
cent  trqublcs,  mifapplied  the  term  of  aT\fiocrate\ 
whiQh  neither  agrees  with  the  courtier^  the  ioi- 
dier^  or  the  eccleiiai^ic.  .  •? 

,  JLet  .Us  not  adopt  this  qrror ;  but  dii]jngui(l^ 
9nU>ition,  and  felfiiliners,  defeds  too  natural  ta 
ji>€!P,  fr6m  that  prOpenfity  for  dominion  whicl^ diah 
ra^terizes  the  ariftocirate. 

Tme  ariftocracy  can  not  exift  but  in  bodies  in^ 
veiled  with  public  power.     It  is  refpedtable,  if  its 

•-•  The  ttrni  iriffocracy  is  impropif  fly  applied  heit :  a  got'enimeM 
of  this  defcription  is  an  oligarchy. 

members 
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\r   '    *%'•  »>»  ■  f  •!  »    .  ••' 


^embers  are  only  the  organs  of  the  general  will/ 
liMd  ttei<te&nders  of  the  law:  -but  it  i>ec6iikis  a 
monfter/Jfthofe  members  fubftkute  their  paffibnt 
ih  thepk^e  of  that  will,  and  of  that  lav:  ifthejr 
mok^  llveifi  (bbfervient  to  their  hift  of  authority^  cfr 
fO^tfaeir  vengeance :  if  they  lacriftce  the  imfcrefti 
of  the  citizens  to  the  projefts  of  defpotifen :  orif^- 
fdTiiggfandi^e  their  own  powers/they  make  tUcra^^ 
{A9ts  the  aceomplices  of  tyranny,  at  the  rifle  of 
^limging  the  people  iitto  fervicude.  It  is  no  long*^ 
erkn'^d:  of  coui^ge  to  attack:  thofe  whole  aiifto*' 
cfa!^  fbrmed  a  humiliating  chain  for  the  nations 
let  t>iir '  wifdom  pt^rvfe  us ,  from  that  Aiirhich  may* 
fjfe'  otit  of  its  ruinsi  We  will  not,  however^ 
obfcure  a  prbfpeft  of  future  happinefs  by  glo6imy 
prefehtiments ;  but ,'  turning  obr  atteatltian  fromihe 
ftfeife before  lis,  direft  it  to  fomier  times,  and  ch^ 
q&lre  whether  democracy  has  beeh  more  fevcmf- 
Hble  than ariftoeracy  to  the  people  of  Greete.  ■- ^  ^ 
''l*opiaIar  government  never  prevailed  mfWe'fully 
than  at  Athens.  That  (late  had  been,  in  its  infancy, 
jiybnjtfdifcal ;  but  became  ah  artftocracy  under  the 
fi^ftiaithbhs:  and  Solon  gave  Itfiaffeiwards  the  beft 
detedfctatital  form*;  By  his  eftaWiftrtient,  th* 
iupreme    power   was    lodged  in  the  ■affemblie*. 


•  i  =  -    '?; 


*  The  fj^rpi  p/gpve]|:nii|enfc  eftabliibcd  by  Solg^  9X  A^Min^.w^ 
certainly  not  a  (femocracy,  but  that  popular  form  which  Ap 
pre^ks  termed  ^ plitieia«  an^  we  call  ^  fta^eof , »  coipimoiuyQaUfa, 


'  .' ."     ■     :  w 


>o  ■  !'■) 


P  3  wher* 
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3^  Of  tkf  4^b€nUm  ^w^nnmfSj 

w^fif^^,^U  citizens  had  a  right  to  ^ffift^.  9fi^ 
whfpce^bf^  d^^wmi^icd  on  all  the  great, 09*q^rft% 
qftheftaie,  ,ir. 

,  Solon  k^ew  too  well  the  genius  of  the  Ajtbenian^i 
t9  believe  them  capable  of  introducing  feriouSi#i>4 
wife  difcuiSon  in  thefe  aiTemblies  :  h^.  eftabU^j^ 
a  feaate,  compofed  of  four  hundred  pf^rfons,  %^ts\ 
from  the  four  tribes,  in  which  all  th^  cici^ens  qf 
i^ttica  were  included,  Thefe  four  huqdred  wcrp 
the  reprefentativcs  of  the  nation  ;  it  was  to  theiQ 
^jl  affairs  wpre  pfopofcd,  on  which  the  people  wei:f 
to  decide;  they  e^amiped  them  with  attemioaj 
ifid  afterwards  mad$  «^  report  to  f he  general  afiem? 
b|f  «i  Thus  one  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  (he  jp^f 
public  was,  that  all  decidons  of  the  people  (lxoul4 
bt  pi'^eded  by  ^  decree  of  the  fenate* 

v^^Tq  prevent  that  multitude  of  fuffrages  (whichf 
from  their  reilleflhefs,  and  the  fluctuation  of  their 
ideas,,  ailfy  be  compared  to  the  waves  agitated  and 
bQrne  along  by  every  wind)  from  being  hurried 
^yay  into  party  violence  or  falfe  opinions,  by  tb^ 
impetuofity  of  young  men,  it  was  ordained  that 
thofe  who  Erft  gave  their  fufirages  in  any  decifigfi 
(bould  be  at  leaft  lifty  years  old* 

$olon  was  not  ignorant  of  the  influence  of  words, 
and  their  dangerous  eflfe<^s,  when  not  direded  by 
an  enlightened  underflanding  and  a  virtuous  mind. 
He  fubmitted  orators  to  a  trial  which  might  clofe 
the  lips  even  of  the  mod  el<^quent. — He  ordered 

that 


«fAtlI  ftts  condii(%  4tad  tinder^drie  in  ^itttiliAatidii^f 
And  every  citizen  was  permitted  to  prcrffecu^^i-  Ifi 
the' courts  df  jilftifce,  ariy  orator  Who- liad-^fo^ 
ttiBan^  to^  cctooeai  the  irregdirity  of  %is^  tftarifieW 
ilA^^is  <c*Vere  examination;  ^  '  -^  •  " '-  . :  :  ^  ^  ^  :.  i  # 
-^iitKy  as  at  Spam,  a  citizen  couW-nof^gire^  k 
#6tt%i^tiHie  had  attained  tfie  age  of  thiny*^^  -"  ■ 
^^•Whcn  any  affaif -  wa^'  brought  ittt<>  eHeiffeWbl^ 
fV'^iiFas  firfl  decided^  whethcfr  itf(h6\]4d  be  cakea^ 
td^ebnfide^tidn  or  not ;  for  the  peoplfe  had  a' rights 
jAfokitdy  4tid  fimply,  to  rtjeft  tlie  decrees  o^  the 
len^tae;  or  toHcbnfirm  thcth, ^fter  ejRWi^ttatl^^^ 
'Was  this  that  made  a  ftwfeger  fay-ajt  -AtheriB,  Wfe 
^d^is  deliberate  and fooh  Setldf:  -  *-  •-  -  j.'..:. 
It  is  not  fufficicht  to  obtain'ji^dctreesfrflWiithe 
multitude;  the  execution  of  theiH  milftive  C^D6d^ 
ifd  to  good  magiftrates/  ^  ,:^  ^.-.r  li  moii 
'''If  the  period  of  hokShg  maj^eriat  ofiftee  if^pfi*- 
iaicedj  and  the  officers *eiefted,  hbiir<4a  we  be>f<irt 
^  a  good  choice,  while  it  depends  ^^.  ra*iltit*k^ 
ikhh  knbV  neither  How  to  diftftigitilh'^niem;-awn^ 
a<fcftd  themfeIvei$-ffom  fefdii^  ?  attd 

who  are  not  even  ftifficlerrtly  informed  j-td^fticeilfe 
chat'  their  WelFarisj  flepehds  on  •  the  probity  4tf*tkbfe 
inho  govern  themV  It  is  nei5effkr^-t<)  pfecea-ccrfh 
<>h  the  ambition  of  ignorance;'  and  jT'*^^  break  thiit 
"Quality j  of  which  the  p<»pleit'c'ib  jCMotos^'jiaHli- 
ieUlafly  in  a  dtm<icBiti^  ftatd-    '■''  •■•    ^"^',     ''.r 

D4  The 


40  Of  f be  Athenian^ GfMfimkHis^ 

t;/i9i^f Athenian'  legiflator  hady  oi  v^tbisxeiAmAf 
(teifiV  divided  the*  citizens  rnto  four  ctaffes. '  •  IShm 
firil  clafs  was  compofed  of  thofe  who  collefted '-fittt 
hundred  mcafores  of  com  or  of  oil  on  their vdwn 
heritage :  the  fecond,  of  thofe  who  coUedxd  tiipee 
hundred  :  the  third,  of  thofe  who  collefted'tisfe 
hundred :  the  poorercitizensformed  the  fourth  t\tS^i 
arid  this  laft  had  no  pretentions  to  the  magiftracyl 
Xf  tbii  exclusion  was  humiliating  to  the  artizans^ 
they  were  made  amends  by  an  exemption  from  .aB 
ifnpofts ;  and  this  was  doing  more  for  the  good  cf 
that  clafs,  and  the  welfare  of  the  republic,  than  thf 
Emitting  them  to  the  dig^ty  of  archon ;  or  idtro*- 
doeing  them  into  the  areopagus,  which  they  woutd 
frequently  have  degraded  by  their  vices.  Thif 
<?laft  prefenred  but  too  much  right  in  thefovereign^ 
ty,  by' their  votes  in  the  general  affemblies,  where 
they  could  with-hold  their  voices  from  the  decb 
lions  iffuing  from  the  fenate ;  and  which  they  fee  • 
quefltly  made  it  thrir  glory  to  annul,  more  from 
motives  of  caprice  than  equity.  ;  ; . 

^  When  the  m«gifterial  offices  are  held  too  long 
hy  the  fame  citizens,  they  give  an  afcendant  de^ 
ftruftive  to  equality.  Solon  commanded  that  they 
ftiould  be  granted  for  no  more  than  a  year..  There 
"was  one  office  which  had  wifdom  alone  for  its  bafis; 
which  took  no  part  in  the  adminiftration  of  the 
republic;  but  whofe  duty  was  to  watch  over  the 
manneris  of  the  people.  It  derived  its  authority 
;=*'~^''i  from 


i^wm  ^crePp9&  borhe  to  tfade  who  weflo/in^fdbed 
mifSk  ity  ittii  was  hddfoir.life.t«^This  wa3  the  Q&0H 

n^  indeed;  how>  could .  the  people  depead,  on- ^nK 
otiteii  Tctniining  always  virtuous^  thougb^  had 
Aiewahisifelf  during  one  year  a  model  of  virtue  i 
Wifdotn^  on  the  contrary,  is  permanent.  He~.wh0 
lta«^i]|]:ice. attained  its  fummity  will  rarely  defteiidg 
bathe  wha has  not  yet  mounted  to  i:he  middle  tf 
tfte  career^  can  never  be  borne  thither  by  che  voQCt 
bf  the  peoples  This  diftindion  declared  the -(ur 
tilfme  wifdom  of  the  legiflatori.  »   .  ;  \  -? 

-^rWhen  vacancies  happened  in  the  afeopigui^ 
Hicy  were  ifilled  by  the  arcboa^i  whofe  names  weft 
infdribed,  >if  their  conduct  was  judged  irrepron^hr 
ot^e  ;  and  chus  juiibicey  after  having  difplayedjits 
^Dcal,  and  made  its-  equity  (hine  in  the  eycs\of  .aU 
ibe* citizens,  went  to  repofe  iniJbe bofom  of  wif^ 

•n^fphe  great  inconvcnieocy  of  republican  goverar 
ments,  is  the  inftability  of  their  decrees,  and  their 
jperpetual  change  of  opinion ;  for  there  fai^ion  is 
continually  agitating  the  citizens  and  ifxaking  the 
^onftitution*        ; 

T6  prevent  'this  danger  as  much  as  was  in  his 
power,  Solon  ordained  puntihment  for  all  citizens 
who,  in  the  time  of  trouble,  did  not  openly  declare 
liiemfelves  for  fome  party ;  and  thus  the  freeft  of 
itU  men  had  not  tl^e  liberty  of  concealing  theirppi- 

nions. 


4«  Of  the  'Atbrntak^  GMtm^Sj 

ttietn :  tbef  -were  6l>lii^d  tci  pittirpiikit'iikenAlSA'^ta 
irit^thc  midftof  the  tempeftP- ■--■-•  •--■ct  i.:    •; : 

'This  obligation  ap^ers'tynjf^  Wlht  fiift  gtknice^ 
btit  when  we  ccm&der  how  >i»8ctaaiJfifif6tTnitf  tMF 
jCdAduift  in  atl  good  citizens  weighs  yti^  the  fhvrkii^ 
ttyde,  we  perceive,  diat  a  part  thus  decidedly  tiiki!^, 
fenred  as  a  coitatcrpoife  to  the  ^ild  fluftuatloni^ 
tke  populace,  and  it  was  therefore  neceflary  thair 
men  ftiouid  be  compelled  to  take  it.  The  people 
foon  feel  a  confcioufnefs  that  they  are  wrong,  wheli^ 
in  their  commotions,  they  perciive  that  they 'have 
jio  agents,  no  accomplices,  but  n\en  of  atioWcuecr 
Aiid  ignorant  clafs;  and  they^uickly  change  fid«^ 
imd  join  the^pprfil^^htereft,  if  they  obfdpve  ^he* 
the  citizens  whom  they  have  been  in  the-habit-eif 
ifefpedtng.  '  A  late  intlance  has  coAvmcl^d^^of 
this  truvh.  If  in  oiir  recent  trembles^  reipe&^bllt' 
ddaenthad,  in  the  face  of- the  feditious  atad'^^^ 
Aigaie;-  afaftained  from  taking  tb<$ipairt'WkkAfthS{^ 
isitMi^^ad  the  public  fafejy  itequiit^d  ^ '  wW  k^bwo  ttsf 
uliatjexceffes  an  unbridled  popalace^^O^^lH^kt' 
proceeded,  wiie  A  ledon  by  tncendiancisiwtvd^W^fr 
career  of  their  fary  and  mia%icmoh,''^4^]i>fa^^ 
fecmdinothing  in  their  way  b^  ^(miftimefAt  %iid' 
fiient  terror!-^   ::v     ■  ^r /i.  ?'i.>  ■..■>■••        •-■■     ■.•■^.■•s 

^loh:?devifedJ  2u  ttictems-  for  ftc^ping-  the  care^- 
of  Hthofej  citizenVilvjthR)  •  wsei*^-  endeavouring  to  exalt 
Hicmfci^  tavdie>ift^r^mei  >  authority,  which'  ^was 

..■ljUewr'jT.-;:i.9J  p  :nv  >;  ii/7  -».-  ^irin^-.-.  i.-A*-   ^truly 
bf./{ 


^  ,4n4  iif€  haws  ^  SoUm^     i  4^ 

l^y  (^h^a^rigic  Qf  his  gOBiM^.  It  wa^U»e  kiav^ 
l^g.^f^ityfw^t  aU  ioliury  on  hi^  'ChroDe^by  annihU^Cr 
ing  the  pawtrs  around  hioi.  He  mad^  a  laW'^  cbae^ 
ia  /^lUji  wf  pther  gov^^rnm^t  (bould  raife .  itfelf 
iip(>n;^  ruins  of  4«Aocracy^,  all  liie.  magiAraKi. 
ibw^  j^e  bQund  tP  vacuate  ibeir  employmeiitt ; 
af^4>xhat  .it  JObould  be  permitted  to  leach  'Citi;sen  to 
l|^c  thf:  ,Uf|s  not  only  of  tb^  ufurper  a^d  hi$  ac^ 
C9a^plic€&^  bvt  of  aay  magifirate  who  preierved 
h}^  employmejH:  after  the  deftrui^oa  of  popular 

B^t^  aia$  j  whet  are  the  decrees  of  wKe  men 
tgainft  ambition,  when  ihe  lias  the  address  to  con* 
19^  her  d^figns  beneath  the  veil  of  public  intereft, 
and  to  aflume  thofe  forms  which  are  fure  to  feduee 
ribyepeppl^l 

:c  T^^  laws  of  Solon  were  gratefully  received,  and 
(]MB4^9tt^  by  the  public  wiU :  Athens  owed  her 
h^ippiiB^  to  the  legiilaxor  (he  had  chofen  2  that 
Ifigiflatoff  had  effaced  the  fanguinary  code  of  Dra^ 
K^OOy.  and«  fubftitutfid ,  aulder  laws  inftead  of  tho(e 
w^ich  j^itenounced  death  indifcriminately  on  all 
c#ii^i;ra«  Tbc  rich  were  indebted  to  him  for  the 
ffipiXftS^Qgk  yoi  their  property ;  the  poor  for  a  re-^. 
ij^a^  from  their. jold  engagements,  and  from  the 
perfecution  of  their  creditors  :  yet  fcarcely  had 
hfi^ :  rfemoved  frpm  the  republic,  of  which  he  de« 
fI);^>4^  BO  oth^r  reward  for  his  labours,  but  that 
its  m^n^ers  woyld  refped;  i^fe  laws  which  they 

7 :  u  r  •  More  properly  the  ruins  of  the  commonwealth. 

had 
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had  adopted,  than  troubles  and  diflcntions  were 
fjiread  thrcnighmit  the  ftate.'  Tht  lowcf  clafs  of 
thi^  people  conceiving  themfelves  diCcived,  tooK 
up  arms  againft  the  rich.  Pififtmiftis,  a  citfe'rfn  'd# 
illuftrious  birth,  wh6  concealed  a  defird  of  jpdwd' 
under  an  appearance  of  contemning  it,  ftood  fof- 
ward'On  the  part  of  the  multitude,  whom  he  cap- 
tivated by  his  eloquence,  his  donations,  and  YA^ 
affefted  regard  for  their  intereft.  This  man  (he%i- 
cd  himfelf  one  day  to  the  people,  disfigured 'bj> 
fome  flight  wounds,  and  addreffing  himfelf  to  theni;' 
^Behold  (faid  he)  what  I  have  drawn  upon^hic 
'^  by  the  zeal  I  have  evinced  in  your  favour;  J 
f^  muft  fly  if  I  would  fave  mv  het^d  from  yo\Xi 
^'enemies/*  -^ 

Nothing  more  was  neceflaryfor  mifleading  tlrtr 
people,  enraged  by  this  artifice.    They  decreed  x6 
PififtratUs  the  honour  of  having  guards  to  attend* 
him,  and  it  was  in  vain  that  Solon,  at  that  time  reV 
turned  to  his  country,  oppofed  this  criminal  a6t  j 
the  people  would  not  even  hear  him.      They' 
granted  to  their  ambitious  feducer  the  fatelles,  which" 
gave  him  the  power  of  intimidating  his  rivals,  and* 
ruling  his  parti2:ans  :  and,  made  mafter  of  the  di 
tadcl,    he  became  more  powerfuP  than  the  lawfc 
Unfortunately  for  the  Athenians,  Pififtratus- ha4 
the  addrefs  to  render  his  authority  fo  pleafent;- 
thit  the  people  fcarcely  perceived  his  having  de?" 
fpbiied  them  of  their  liberty, 

Thiis 


.  And  the  Laws  of  SeUn,  45. 

)o1^^«  wa^ithe.^eapccUent  gov^rpmflat^,  iaftkutc<^, 
^(jF>§olfln,  d^sftrpyed  befQ«  it  l»d^  ^xiftcd  eeayjjars  f^ 
^dithai  great  legiflator  had;  the  momficauoi)  t(f^ 
tppjjtlk^  f>ip^j3  edifice^  reared  by  bis  wirdom^,oiiir€|rf, 
tqi7»cd.ji>y  a  fin^e  citizen.    ,  '  . 

,  J[f  the  t\if9  fpns.  of  Pifil^ratus^  whp.fucceeded  |ta 
^}?i  ^Mf|^^^i^y>  bad  conduded  tbemfelves  witb  f  3, 
spjUi9^  moderation  as  their  father^  the  democr^^y  :q1, 
Atih?jp3  would  have  expired  fo  foon,  that  all  traces 
of^hat  govermpeqt  muil  have  been  entirely  efi^e4*: 

^  Af^er  the.  de^th  of  thefe  two  tyrants,  it  wfis^ 
gerbaps^  .impojiible  to. lead  back  the  people.rto 
the  jronftitution  of  Solon.  What  means  indeed 
could  have  been  ufed  to  make  them  renpuncej^ho, 
cquajlity  thfy  bad  tafted  under  Pififtratus  ?  .  Tt^^re 
^^&jai,Q  longer  the  reipiffion  of  their  debts  to  l>e  pf- 
%f4>  ^  ^  -cpmpenfatipn  for  tbeir  e^clugp^  .frqra 
thft  Rwgiftracy.  ,,    ^ 

,n[^hc;  :{)opulace  .were  the  authors  of  the.genei;al^ 
£ip^^t|ude  uAder  Piliflratus ;  and  the .  ufurpfr  ow^(^ 
tp  ,the  fe^ices  of,  thofe  who  had  raifed  himtipi^jt^e 
f^premacy,  the  reward  of  admitting  theox  ^o  ^tll 
tl^q  QiScfis, . all  the  diilindtions  of  which. the  oppfJ;^ 
le^n;^  ha4  beforq  the  polTeffion.  Undex:  CaJifr-^ 
tbppes  t^e  populace  had  contributed  to  the  death  . 
of  tjtip  U&.  tyrant,  and  given.liberty  to  the.^pubf. 
lie;,  the  republic  was,  thereforf  obligated  to  ^allpw, 
them  the  enjoyment  of  all  t;he  privileges  atti^chfdr 
tp  ^ffct  liberty. 

Thus  ■ 


4^'  Cf  the  Athenian  GcvemMekfi, 


Th«s  a  change  of  cifGiimftjftitej  crates  fiWffl 
even  for  the  legiflaturc  itfclf.  It  woXilrf  b^  iii  VaSrf 
for  men  to  fay  to  the  affembled  people,  *^  You  diA 
*^  all  be  foldicrs,  failors,  labourers,  6t  art?tahs; 
*^  but  you  cannot  become  magiftrates,  gentiralM;' 
"  pontiffs,  phyficians,  painters,  aftronomcrs;  or 
•^  rhetoricians,  if  you  have  not  applied  to  the  ftd- 
**  dici,  which  render  men  capable  of  exCTcifiri^ 
*'  thofe  profeffions."  A  thoufand  voices  wouM 
eitclaim  in  a  moment,  **  We  are  all  equal ;  Wtf 
**  will  have  no  diftindions  ;  and  we  mean  to  afpire 
^*  to  all  the  employments,  all  the  duties  of  the  re^ 
"  public/' 

The  newlegiflature  was  compelled  to  render  the 
government  of  Athens  ftill  more  popular  thait  H 
had  been  under  Solon*.  All  the  inhabitants  ol 
Attica  were  divided  into  ten  tribes ;  and  fifty  fctti- 
tors  were  drawn  from  each  of  them. 

Thefe  ten  tribes,  like  fo  many  little  republics, 
had  their  prefidents^  their  officers  of  police,  thItfP 
tribunah,  and  their  aflemblies. 

The  lower  clafs  of  people  now  gained  a  great  jrf- 
cendency  over  the  higher  orders.  It  wtis  they  who,  hf 
the  majority  of  their  Ibffrages,  named  the  receiveiif 
of  public  money.  They  raifed  themfelves  to  thd' 
filft  ftadons  in  the  magiftracy ;  appointed  generals  ;' 
and  fold  their  favours  to  ambitious  men ;  who  paid' 

.•  The  Athenian  government,  thus  degenerated  from  the  true 
popular  form  given  it  by  Solon,  became  a  democracy. 

them 


jjjlum  fomeumea  by  krgdTes,  and  iometimes  byigfro- 
j^^g  decree?  gratifying  u>  their  vanity  or  vbeijf 
l^c^iures..  .      .\  - 

.  /]rh?.people  emplpyed  under  Solon  in  th€;if  daily 
c^up^ions,  werjC  redrained^  by  ielf-inter^^  itom 
ijj^iQgtheif  time  in  frequenting  thie  general  ^Sota-- 
y^^^f,  but  up.  fooner  was  a  right  of  precedence 
jm^tfd-them,  than  they,  i:\in  in  multitudes  thkher^' 
fp^^ihove^i^fol^lly, away  the  oppulent^  who  dar-» 
^  to  difput^^jfor^plape^  with=  them  :  till  at  laft  all 
1^c.di(linguii)^v,ciP^^  finding  that  their  zeal 
^j^  fervid  .co^  4xpi9fq  j^en:^.  to, ; h\M!ailiations>  witb^ 
drew  from  the  public  meetings. 
^f^erif  lesy  by:  g^Bmiag  the  populace  acceft  to  the 
^l^fCi  iheyv)^  yrxthout  expemce,.  completed  their'^ifn 
1^  x£4ab(nu:9  .amdr,  intoxicated  thi^  wifh  j>le^ 
fijl^*  .  Hc^ppured  thjc  riches  of  the  publia*  qpftei»i^ 
upon  them,  and  cfxhavftecLat  once  tHe;r^qitisoe$.  of* 
tt[^ pTj^publici  Ather^, .  in  a  iittle  tiipe,  ba4  iKMther 
ifigfiey  nqr  iibldie]::^^  but  (h/e,  had  tinlbeod  p£  thMD 
fine  monuments,  and^a'-muUi^tude  of  harangi^figi 
ci{|M:^9X)5;.who^  confounding  ii^fhemf^ives^llpaw^^ 
tt^jt^^Hfame^tio^  '^cufixl,  p^o^9^ 
V^/fay^d  ilic*e;f j^itioa  of' .theic  j^wn  v6$Mej:k:es : 
^^^,(h^  (geaarals|vXhein^rBtors,v  by  continually  * 
icfAUiag  - to^  the,  remembi;anc;e  .of .  i^e-  peaplf^  d^ei 
iiy^ies  of?  ISdarathojpgr  ^salam^^  and  Plateay  ^enflat*- 

ed  their  vibity^' without  increaiing  their  courage. 

^»j  'iiji^itHj-*'  **.>'v  -  ■'  •  •  .    '  The 

,..■.'   .,.*-'.■■■■'■        ' ■        .  .     .      . .  '■ 
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The  Athenians  bow  became  the  moft  pQlHC»;iMl 
inoft  volupcuousi,  the  moft  refined  people  af;QftjipH( 
The  magnificence,  the  ingenuity,  and  the  tfUi^^ 
lent  tafte  difplayed  in  their  public  (hews,  drew  thi^ 
ther  a  multitude  of  foreigners^  who,  if  they  carriec^ 
not  away  a  high  opinion  of  their  power,  ackopw**. 
ledged  the  fuperiority  of  their  talents.  In  illMt, 
,  Spartl  feemed  to  be  the  gloomy  religious,  tettif^of 
Greece,  and  Athens  the  circus  and  lyceum«    . 

To  become  a  magifbate  or  a  general,  mea  vera 
obliged  to  humble  thetnfelves  before  thofe  uihom 
they  ought  to  command.  The  tribunal  of  areopa^s,. 
condemned  to  filence,  fell  to  decay :  and  it  was.nfi-« 
Ceflary  for  the  good  of  the  people,  to  draw4Jangerff 
upon  their  "heads,  and  to  bring  on  foreigpiyars, 
as  the  only  means  of  preferring  peace  ift  the  JM^ 
of  the  republic.  -yuq 

The  Athenian  flate  would  luivc  been  fbojoer  ai^pi^ 
hilated,  if  the  Perfian  invaficufaad  been  Lsia  fitf^f-^ 
ful.  The  definition  of  her  ^ky»^  the  fav^^^^'fii^ 
her  territories,  during  the  long  Pe}opoaoefi#n  -«(!iH>^ 
and  her  difailers  in  Sicily,  CbfWned,  AtKe^s,^,^ 
eonfiderable  time  on  the  brink:  pf  xbfkfr  al^i^  j^^ 
which  anarchy  was  about  to  plunge  Iter*  >  ^; -  -  .  .  ^  <> 
'^  It  is -in  the  midft  of  perils  oi^ly^  th^c  \hfi.ii^tigt[ 
dafsofpeople  are  difpofed  to  render  juftice  to^in^rit  a. 
ftot they  have  recourfeeo  thofe  whocan  ri^rieve  tjketff. 
errxirsr:  and  that  they  lillen  taihecouncifrof  tbofe^. 
tPbam>  they  defpifed.  in  the  moment  of  pn^perityf 
^>r.-  v:  .And 


^' 


tmsdr^ii^ed  at  thejr  are  130  bdieVe  tkimi- 
'a^pMd^  ia  kficnrledge  to  tkofe  who  pcusuiiMMi 
fUtm^'  when  lliere  is  ftoching  tq  fear,>:tliqp%e  ii|^ 
Idft^rMKlf^  in  dke  Imu r  of  dbuigery  ta 
MvCi^M  ihttTe  wliom  they  judge  c&pdsie  of 
diMiiraiii  tke  impending  evih- 
t-*Olitanin  I  tf  thou  muft  of  neceffity  be  always 
jMr^flh'IMering)  anxsganit^^ir-opprefled;  imgi»teful 
or  infenrile  I  ^  tby^  Tirases  are  purchafed  at  toio 
ittge  nprice^  wid;  I  would  ntber  fee  thee  happy^ 
•hd^  cbe  detiiiimi  kappinefe  accafiom. 
•  ^19lM!fiib)ugiition  of  Adiins  feems  to  have  proceed- 
ed* fimn  At  ftme  cailife  that  produced  the  deftruc* 
ItaKOf^^araraadCinthageb  ''^  -  -v 

« -'^Ibdrty^  tiie*nobleft  prefent  that  a  legiibtor  can 
gMferitii  ii«tfkMis.lrat  the  nadon^muft-  be.pren 
ipared  to  receive  it ;  and  if  it  is  committed  to  an 
ittj/mt^  tmtA,  dMt  hand  dtfSerand  corrai^siti 
■  ^mn'  aWaapngit^i^h^  ^according  to  the  plan  oC 
lilflMy  %f  pnnfying  the  pubKc.  manners,  to  have 
■MiH  HnitJHi^ttfiiiy  pn6pifnuion,rand  rendered  the 
fotfj^  4il^tM^^  ^By  them  the  Idwe& 

iMt  rfeMiimaf,  tedudedirom  the  magiiiterial  of-* 
fices,  night  hlM'bMknftlUced  to  apply  ix)  kbour; 
mSiWf^kU  imkuit^'M^^M  their  property,  and 
lift^  telo  07  ^iporto^smbeir  ^  By  attending  alfo,  at 
Hlfeii/  'wiib  MkeM'  in  ^he  gemiralr  af&mhties,  they 
i^Mfi  h*iekettd^  ike  'reportsef  the  magiftrntest; 
fifUMttthemfeins  to  the  difcuffion  of  affair?}  and 
^"^i^  L  £  become 
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b^ccBjae,  habUktaCfid<  $0;;  appro\^  good  f  ^iiqees^ 
Mw^r  of  them,  ts^owf^d  wnhiome^ho^^wt^i^!^ 
tiave  llK>i\iited  the  roilruoi^  and  argued  ^gftinfttdet 
cifians.cQAtr^y.to  law.  and  equity  ;  and  '(heoiagir 
flrates,  awed  by  the  watchfulnefs  of  .that  bo^y^ 
ih^ir  .fupreme  judge,  would  have  dread ed:itt.i 4en- 
fttTCjx^nd  all  the  decrees. of  the.  afleniUiyiWiuI^ 
}^ve  kkorne  the  charadier  of  wifdom.  Gen^ral^i 
who  could  only  hope  t;o  be  reilored  to  ^omtBand 
ia  cqnfequence  of  their  fuccefsi  would  ^^  have  iv$:<& 
glided  nothing  for  extending  .(he;ir.luio.wledge.ia 
the. art  of  war.  The  public  tr^afury . would  Jadve 
been  loaded  with  jhf?  fppils.  of  ,the.enemy, .  liidhicli 
would  not  have  been  cojayerted : into  a..i!buc<;ewaf 
piUaA>xc,  and  a^  fund  .for  the  iupply  of  idlqid(5^ 
wUilcthe  people  would  have  becomeiefs  unjuft,  anj^ 
lefs. greedy  of  conquefts.  .    ,      •    -^  -  ^^ 

.The  arts  would  have  beeni  confeccated  onlyxd 
immprtaUzing ;  memorable  iS^ionst ;,  and.  .the  thca-' 
tres  would  have  been  ufed  for  no  .purpofc^huft 
exalting  men's  mindpf  by  the  reprei^ntatioa  of  Jbe^ 
roic  adions,  and  the  repeutipn.qf  virtttPus  maxims^ 

The  love  of  libieirty  becpming.ja\o«ieejifirgetic  in 
every  hreafti  Deiiiofthene^j^eed  AOt  have  employed 
fo  many  efforts  for  Appping.  the.  ambition  pf  Philip/; 
and  the  fuccellbrs  pfAlexaudev. would  have  fouad 
in  AthenSift  ppy^.plteliftance  fufficient  to  main^ 
tAiu.ihc  confti^tisux.and  liJbeny  of  its.  citizens. .    .^ 


;,.  \-   i;.  * 


dBd  fie  L^ws  df  S^fi.  jx 

'•^he  tfutb-'is^  iiL^  popular  government  is,  ;a9  has 
been-  already  (aid,  the  mod  difficult  of  any  to  main^^ 
tain  ;  and  thac  difficulty  increafes  in  proportion  to 
xYtO  eatttit  which. is  apquired^y  the  natipn in Avhieh 
i».:«ftabliflied*  ..     - 

■KThemore  citizens  there  are.  in  a  derpo^racy,  the 
gn^ftcertmuft  be  the  number  of  poor,  and  ignor^tnt 
m^;  without  manners  ai^d  without  prifi^ciples*  Ifj 
therefore,  youfubmit  the ^dminiftration  of  juftice, 
tht  iMnag^ment  of  ^he  finances,  and  all  t^^;  great 
concerns. of  the  public,  to  a  plurality  of  fufirages^ 
witi^ut  diftindion  i  and  if  the  Yot;e  of  a  mercenary 
has  chc  &me  weight  with  (hat  of  a  fenator ;  how 
turili  you  befurp.of  preventing  injuftice ;  a  wafte  of 
the  public  treafure ;  And  the  adoption  of  ra(h  pro- 
jedb?  How  can- the  general  will  be  collected  in  a 
great  and  populous  date  i|  .;Or  how  (hall  wifdom, 
foleomityi^  and  gravity  .be ji)ade  to  agree  with  the 
tumult,  the 'Clamour,  and  the  impftuofity  ^f  .an  inv 
flicnle  aiTembly?  If-  you  divide  the -.(late  into 
many  republics,  where  the  opinion  of.  each  tribe 
muft  be  iakci)|  you  will  only/ weaken  the  whole^ 
without  eftabli(hin^^>naniinity  among  the  parts. 
>>^Nev»r  pr^feintto  the  people,  a  chimerical  equali- 
tyi;  thouglvthey  are  the  original  fource, of  power, 
tbeyura  formed  for  obeying,  not  to  be-  obeyed ; 
but  {hey  ooghc  only  to  obey  reafen  ^  and  equity. 
£(labli(h :  therefore  thefe  two  auguft  powers  in  the 
empire ;  fortify  them  with  all  your  energy ;  let  all 

E  2  authority 
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dqiwiajce,  OTcr  tfxe  tponwh  ai^  ,^  ^;;aagj^tC9 

m^ung  the  conftkution  hep  A  to  ^  ^^^tpCslftfi^^ 

filf  ^cii^ifi  is  dcfpotifii^  ;^  ^e  ppwer  ^fJijQj^^^ 
apdowMuidi^kisamM'ehy.  ,, .  . .-  .  /P^nodh;^ 
«^  Wc  hare  &ea  ike  cox)^9:j^  9f  ^^  ^"^'^^^^ 
as  ibon  a»  formed  ;.»let  vi»  e»umM  .w}Hsd^  le» 
gyUiipn  was  well  adapted^ia^is  fi^fi.p(jjjfi;ff^^ 

il^iiqi^  is  4he ;^c;8WP»  .^:  4lfff , ?lW;>^  it. 
Whaf  ^V]fiik  it  tha^  yew  ha^c;  .sivp  a,bwitif^J.h^ 
l)itatip«:tp  a  |3fG}|:,.familf,  ^..tSqf//ia4n«tffl^erf 
f(^i^;kyidpeac<5.^^  .  ,  ;  .,..     .p-.Jr,  ,.  i.-,  ...i-.-r:- 

fit  ;?;cj^'^^6im,  Y^l^cbtWas^tt>^ted  tptftie  94:cu^|, 
if  ift^l^ecu  d^,i»5  cp^fle  ft^ 
|ij|t;e  hit  ^Wgte.  '^ke  kidijgei^f  the  miaor^  thf 
y(omaQ>  aad  theilaTe^  we^^  lender  ih^prote^b^a  pf 
^l  the  ckif^qi^^  and:  e?ery  ,eitizen  was.  authoirUed 
%f>  profeput?  (^hck  ;^^^^rai3f,  f^A  ^  jthiey  were  dxcir 
owp  .^  Solon  fijpported  this  laiy  ;w^^;  a  fine  inaxim* : 
TbiTi  would  he  n$  infuJHce  in  a  city  (faid  be)  if  alltbt 
eitizm  wert^f^  rmc^  it^  as  tbofc  om 

wim  if  has  been  pmSifod^ 

Liberty 


And  the  Laws  of  Sohm,  53 

Liberty  is,  according  to  Solon,  a  pofleffion  of 

for  dcKi"ttr  in}  acco6nt  \«rhaiteVi!r.  A  Rtnfl^  "Wf 
itmong  iis'^ift^ld'piifliapsrbt^  xhoffr  ti^ieficr^  thSiS 
iiijti^btts'd^  to'coaiitwtce.  Thedcbtofy  ^ficT-t^ 
ibfiei't£i'-'iay^whfleii(i  o#es,  is  eStlierdHhoiitil^fJI 
anfoteatg/''  tf  &e  \i  <rifli0tteft,  {Hlnilh' hii^M'l^ 
diflionefty ;  but  if  he1^  'mMaia,'&fi'^'a&^ 
'imfiOf  fiaf^'^vr'^diil^k;  ""txPitbt  tlMke^^ho 
lcWfi)fiitojfohtl»*«^^'ofliberif>'='  ^»  •  --  * 

"ttcbmaS^liWemi'tii  tbrnnieit^^ft  wis  'h& 
virhi'MdMi6  Ufe'by  ^  drdid  of  a  i^oHi^ 

'  IJirttAhMiic  61  vac  dImd2A9i  debtorbelnici^Mcd 
iii -ty ^ bbti^r <rpiid^V  'tii^  U  aH  t>ub1ic'p)tee/. 
L^'blHt  b^  d«iiriVe^  of  afl^  fadnours-,  sind 'HFUfl 
municipal  fuodions ;  and  |et  Hirix  Be  fbrbidd^-^o 
t>d^^  in  commeree':^  l!>toi&yiMWndc1ii8  ^i&ind 
fiimUy'iii  iht^fditehce;  'uiflef^  lie  haj^'i^iri^alea  ifig 
ln)^«f^ai*tiw,  %  Wtii6'not6ntkl  fhuid.'  LleSft 
«A^llP«bilttiriiav^'fkther  bf)i  ^timfHtiitt^f^i 
Mi/idoStSk^WmkhSPdii  kboidi  bf  gtrri^,sf»r'h<9t 
ftfeng^abiiFtflf'ijky'forHhe  tAM  thsit  m'  MahM 
hi^miRi?^mii''faA  be^  ^"aiing  tb^for^tt-JtKfe 
tltr^e^bf  a''^(ir^?;-ana  bad  taft  tlieftuits  <*  his 
i^i^UW'ihilh6C(m6riitthe'ptA]ii^thKityy  he 
WSMd^aVe^Af-free,  'bi^aiife  he'lik^  bceii  uAhi. 

'"^-  Ei«etl*law  l^fttJ'^ik^  nurfe"'a  right  ovtfi'  the 
■   ,  t-y    """■■■    '    property 
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property' bf  the  father;  but  let  her  not  be  airth6r- 
ifed  to  aggravate  his  indigence  bjr  depriving  him 
6f  the  pOAVer  bf  working,'  to  acquit  thd  njoftfacrfea 
debt,  andfupport  his  other  children.  ^'' 

Solon  ihftituted  one  very  wife  law;.'  An^  injured 
perfon  may  not  be  'willing  to  deliver  tip  theicilizea 
againft  whom  he  has  caufe  of  complaint^  td  thc'^4 
thoftfercrity.  In*  that  caferhe  made  his»comphtlttt^, 
in  the  charafter  of  ^Jimplt  individualy  ^d'as-^fufeh 
he  coCrld  demand  -only  YepaStation  for  th^  wrong  he 
had  experienced.  But  if,  on  the  t^ontrary,  tlii  acr 
cufer. proceeded,  ns  a  ctiizmt,  the  accufation -wai  a 
public  copGern,  and  the  adctifed  party  ^jras^rofeV 
tuted  according  (fothc  full  rigour  of  the  Jav;  . . 

A  fimilalr  diftindion  to  thai*ju(t  mentioned,'  hw 
been  fitquently  dcfired  in  France,  particiriarif  Iti 
inftances  of  domeftic  theft ;  a  child  darihg  to  -lift 
a  hand  againft  the  authors  of  its  exiftence;  and-tlit 
forcible  violation  of  chaftity.;  by  each  df  which  dur 
pital  pufaiflimcnt  is  incurred  :  ^nd  the  irtjuned  l^rty 
is  cither  cothpcUed  to  let  the  crime  pafs  with'itti* 
punity,  or  deliver  the  criminal  to  a  punilhmeht  too 
fevcre. 

In  order  to  perpetuate  families,  Solbn  OTthorifed 
adoption  :  but,  that  the  adopted  child  might  not 
be  wholly  torn  from  his  natural  parents,  he  was 
permitted  't6  return  to  them,  after  having  left  a 
child  in  the  family  which  had  adopted  him. 

This  wift  legiflator  did  not  think  it  his  duty  to 

condemn 
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condemn  a  young. wife  to. live  all  her  days  under. 
the  authority  of  a  huiband,  whp  rendered  himfglf 
odious  by  .hi&  illrhumour^  his  vices,  or  hijs  bad 
treatment  of  her.  He  direfted  a  means  .of  brc^kfr 
ingia.chaiA  wlu9h.wa3  become,  too  irkforne.  But 
the  yrifexould  BOt:  Qbt4in  a  divorce,  until  after  (he 
K%dii»  pcrfqn  prcfewted  her  reque.Q:  of  fepar9,t;iQii 
tpjfjt^^  judges ;  who,  if  they  approved  her  mQtive$, 
fcfctefre^.  froro.the.yoka^ 
.V,  A  ha^aAd  cc>u)4  .^Qt«irepudate  ihis  svifq  witbovi^ 
returning . her  .piorripn  5  or,,  if  (he.  did  not  bring 
hw^yj  1><^  >^^s.pbliged  to  give  her  a  penfiojn  fpr 
^fir,^u4^rp,ap4  indeed,, it  >Kquld.  not  have,  been 
juft  ta.^ifw^s,  hjw;  iifprn, the:  arms,  pf.incpnftancy 
jfpor]^j|^>^  Ihe ! wa^.  rjecei ved  it^tp  them.;  for  as 
:fti^[^;jjwl4^o  longer  ,pffer,  ,to.a.ne.w.i^uiband,,  the 
i)f^^  "^^IfifL  \m^/xncxj^2S^^  the  value  ;of  her  perfon, 
'ftNehWght.at  Jqafl;  to  carjy  tp  ^iiR  tlie  r^coijjpenfe 

»i»^i4p^iv>pd.., ,.        . ; , 

Yn/Jf^-^^^^i^^tii^''  citizen  being  reduced  ^o  Uyein 

.«^epqf|,,or,tp.tearf.n.;Ufe  of,  extreme  mifcryy  He 

r.y^'f^^ft^^psrfliitted.to  feU.the  groun4  he  cultivated ; 

at  leaft  not  unlefs  he  was  conftrained  to  it  by  ab- 

t^ii^ewcisffity-.       ; 

vj.^Tfm^^laiv,  whi<;h  appears  at  firft  y\fiw  to  be  ii\ju- 

* f^i^^to. pi;Qperty^,  apd  to  the.free  power. of  difpqfr 

.ii>B!of.^j^^ight  prod.vpe,  very  happy  effeds  :  it 

prevented  the  too  great  inequality  of  landed  eftates ; 

^ ,  l?yJ^qpixjg.  t^e.poof  employed  .inrthe^cii^tiva- 

■M  ,'v  ^  4  tion 
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.tKm:0fiitj|ifabisiib<f  io^^  bilfy- 

Jbi^iMitodfchrteda  r^        a&ids  j  wiiierc'  they  <iclv 

]Xife:r(^lus|)f(^ieriy^biiria:Th^ckif^vDtff  J|liidi«ad 
«ifcfiBpptifig9'lieimig^chure  iieir  in  ny^atbcr 
family.  rri?'«'«]  »>  i?:*    ~-{(?li?  >   ,•■  * 

dilfoonsionlyilaikghufrv  ^ai  kf^? ti^e  hnteft  rtk<< 
dl]Oiivha4^vigbt  jtn*niaitxy^lier;i«ircl  thiedght^as 

marriage  of  fuch  an  heirefs  to  beiMrtrkeiy^  wheA  five 
naigfihKK^  pdireffiba^ttsrankerio^ifej  if  dcnved 
ttQftiealfad)<br>irho>ii{id^diBditoitb^^  i  > 

All  our  refpeft  for  the  wifdom  of  Solon  couUbAi^. 
irftr|iiikru5ii4opt  ^arfiinttlafeiftJMf  ilf^  be 

joyrfihi^free  inNafe^  itriittlma<9b^-iiiuTia|geJ>Af  !l^ 
dahigliteif  ougkt^Bhfer>tQr  befdncBd  tD)gi)(rerthebhand 
in  marriage  againft  the  inclinatiopialilittDiifftit, 
jhe  ought  ftitifie&to  bcD<Mki]^ed>td[t<giit  thtlhed 
of  the  /hufbandii-flner  hai(ichclfim>  ^ndrl^Uowndiat 
keareft  reladoh^itfaoDcUiifi}  herfihl^itaaixbguntrdf 
jdie  fortune &C)lKnJQya:«S7i^dbeq:efiLr{ 3  L.:r  ,^i:>n} 
<  :,  Solon,  ia.xAablifldng^thiaJiwyrlmdfiiieMh'i^^  m 
Tiow  the  kce|)Cfig/c^iforfone$  imithe  fiuae  fiumlies, 
chit^is  vi&im/tf  iMoneftihad  i^ri^ftciifepudate 
her  new  buflmdU^  *^iihe  JsiCmL  not  fahUdvcoi;  and  to 
wed>.iR  expedtakkm  of  bfecsmipgf  Eitfioth^^Tthe>near^ 
^nelation  i:S:^^imili^  hop^, 

'  V    .,  Such 
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•  Sfidi  reguhtkmt;  on  wkaxcnr  political  priiicipiet 
ibtfmaj  bcHbrmedyiare  too  unnatural  to  belawfiiL 
hr.  A  iiUMlpwiertfam9:'pa]ticularl]r  in  a  democracy:]^ 
Turhere  each  member,  coniidered  as  ijeloogpog » 
^ik  yejttifiDfniIyy:>irlKHMid  to  affift  tbe  reftv  waatfaat 
jidd&drf^lifermkteduititfpbany 'without  fomme,  to  wf^ 
i^ifin^^  nearoft  relation  other  to  snarrjr  her  hioah 
felfi  or  affign  her  a  portion* 
*ii)SoUktijieifii»j^tp'faam(k  idlenfis  firom  the  repufa^ 
^i^rbEaaded^  with  infamy ^  that  inditftry.  wfaidi 
£fl!nfiiibnin  Jivitig  at  the  ejqpence^f  tteconfixknoE^ 

bsi^iie  areopagui  1^  diai^Bdriwitiif*  iai^uicing  jm 
whatrdnniicirieackiindivkUial^'fovidedfidrUs  fubl^ 

3dlfifudi»iaw^bfiftedainong  usy  hewaaiiyiiiu 
jJiJ^Muifati  aJaroiedfc^  atpi  that  kind^  of  inquifition^ 
hnrould  chufe  to  avoid  it  by  feeking  elTewhere^hat 

gCh«yiJcartl'lib»ifi  it^iA-:;(u  •> .  ^  .  .  .     .1 

{;3(3rk&  fegJihcaridfiJMiais  was  defirous^  ai)oyfe 
irrisrf/chiHgj^rto  .make  the  mond  vinues  reign 
tdifoughimtzhis  ftace*.!  ihsbtic  fehoola  were  opened 
there^  and  thofe  preceptors  whofe^Tirtue'aiid  rijK> 
fpeA  for^naacehcehad  betniidty proved 5. xlireded 
.the'  ftudieaxif  ih&ncy^  ^  Scrfonv^whafaad  undoubt- 
jodly  beeit)ihoc}ied  at  obJbnriiiig  the  errors  of  htr*^ 
:min>  m^ofcp  arid  the  ikm^tlHrity  ^'kbpiiopearicies, 
in'a  Golmtryt^wfaerefpnsr^ioi^e  rhad^^be^^H  ^toaJ^-^ 
cpipatlpoflfendcd;  aaMed'  U  wlds  the  latmoft 

''  fc  verity 
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lbVerii!)ragnii&iiH(vidmis  1^  i^jbe  ostfidemited 
to. death:  all  fftnajig^sis  who  in(fi9duQ9d  themfeivM 
infionthcL  a£]riums  oooieniated#^U>  inflmAMis  iind 
lod3te>filenfieo£ftud|r^Mi  >  .'r.r  m\  -t  .j  ;  .  vr..^ 
;j  iDebaucbcigi;  waji{iuQi&ed in  ail  the  diixeo&witii 
fiiviuioa; xrfl  tkka^  amdrcKciuficm  froxntthe  pricft^ 
iMwi  aiid'id)Ci'jnagiiifaC)r\.    '  :  • ''•!    •>  ••  n*,.vv 

Anarcbon,  who  liaddaiDGd  t<^ap{ieai!  in  puhliit 
vfuix:tfaeiin6^im. 6£.his . dignity  wrlspn inaiftatc  of 
tntiMicatioQ,  iacnrred.  the  paia  of  deatlu  Tb£i 
fSKtreiM  6TeriG]^:;^h€ak  kiprings  fit>mia  greaexe** 
gard  for  morality,  has  fometbingL4iifrit.thatcoiii#< 
iiia|idrauiir]vevbEei)Q&9>and  we  feei  ouiieiviss :  much 
ditpofeffl  xo  honot)rr!$oL9ny.whGdL\«e:;ob£erve.hini 
foftening  the  punifliments  ordained  by  DracooriiMt 
prtvafiQ  :€d&oce^f  randirefer^giwjfei^ 
wJbkhmiflead  ybuth, :or:df;gr^d6ntbe; di^tyvof 

I9fu(gi(lrate8«)  ■  :iuyit:i  -j:  i.  i  lo  'n  rij.*ilj\:.:)  jnvii^j 
.A  Ton  was  bound  to  fupport  iivfit^illldtjtgo 
thofe  from  whom  he  derived  ekifl^witSL^Ait'jif  ihis 
moiher  was  a  cburtizaa^^  the  0wod  vno  nuoAtiou  to 
her  who  bad  efiaoed  theiiioB  ofbloodjiby  «btf]fl>wM» 
of  fneh  an  alliance.- f/  *.y  >i;.')  :>,.;  ^^  oo:  i:.,^  ,2::)  I 
The  children  of  thofa  wiio  w^e  kiiled  with  aam 
ia  thcix  bands^  were rceaised  atjthexxpence.of  tim 

republic.        ?      nW    'k^.-.-j;,!    .  ..;       iJtJyf     :-C.:^^;h* 

n  JFjrauQe  was  difpoiciliK> imitate  thb-^^  Rontons  tsir. 
acopie^  but  ib.  niuch  p^dejand  fadtttlemtl^otioa  tp 

^*'*.ii  _      '.■  •:^..   •      the 
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the  fattire*  enters  mtoi  lier^'eA^tiOimentB^  thait^^hd 
wifeft'of  them  totter  under  the  veighc  of  theiriawn 
ma'gmfkenM :  ^ '  abuTes  <^t^  *in  > to  •  this  ■  intended 
aiTylum  for  the  fens  of  decetfed  heri9es^>  even'  of 
it^  foundation^  $  and  tbao  ^tehich  4^i  zkmo  defigAed 
for  the  indigent  braye;  could  be  obtained  ■Oxrfy^'by 
imrigue  and:  of  favour.  In* fliof r,-  ywhf^^  :the-eft«4 
Idiihqientsidefignediior  $he  poor  wejst  deftroyed^ 
lowas  the  rkk'Ojnly  who£giireii*a^d>ivl3r&^(hafufii^ 
ferers.  .r  ;.  ■.    r-.f.-j  •  -.•.,   r  .•»;'»«<■  *wci< 

Accoijding  .to:the  .laws  .of-  3oloni^,<lh0  iha[iffiiB& 
which  manifefted /itfeify '  whether  in  r<e£uiing  milL; , 

m 

tary  fervicc^  pr  iin-  any-  unworthy  aftion^/tvas.  pun 
pilhed.  not  only  with  puljlic  contcn^piy  but  a  pubhc 
accwfetiont^  •      '  \ 

,  The  cittj^e^  who. -deprived  the  r^epjiblic  i  of  a 
member  by  fuicide, .  i^as^  'before  interntcnt<^i  de« 
prived  of  hands,  as  if  thpy,  from  being 'accefl&urjr 
to4he  murder,  deferyed  to  be  di%raced  by  a  fepe- 
ration  from  t^e  body.       . ' 

We  have  now  fieen  enough  to  fhew  u^on  what 
principles  the  kgiflation  pf  Solon  was  formed. 
This  legiiladon  could  not  fubfift,  ia  all,  its  purity, 
any  farther  than  his  plan  of  government  could  fuf- 
tain  it ;.  for  tkey  <were  deiigned  to  lend  reciprocal 
fupport.  When  once  the  conftrtution  underwent 
any  change^  the  ciyiLlaw^  oiufl  change  of  courfe. 
Recording  to  thofe  of  Solon^ ;  Alcibiades  could  not 

have 


6o  Of  the  Athenian  Governments^ 

hive  ihewn  himfelf  continually,  covered  with  myr* 
tles^  and  latirels :-  Afpafia  Mulcf  iiot  have  ^£%at^6f 
by  th€»  chaims  <^  her  witV  and  thef^ttra^W'dP 
ktor^^erfon,  the  hbmage  df  fo  many  asdorbrs/  Th(^ 
Athenians  w<»tiki  have'^dif)kyed  Iffs  'iuMtgrnaltidif 
atid^taktitv^r  bm  they  would,  by  a  cbnidk^'di^ 
fteady,  and  enlightened  t^  reafon,  hare  pxthriiA 
chemfelves  from  the  mi^ortune  of  (hining  in 
the  world  during  three  ages,  and  being  afterwards 
hurried  into  opprobrium  and  fervitude, 

I  might,  before  I  quitted  the  Greeks,  have  run 
over  ditferent  democracies,  fuch  as  that  of  Syra* 
cufe,  which  caufed  fo  many  misfortunes  to  the 
Athenians,  and  perifhed  by  the  fame  caufe.  But 
it  would  be  oiily  employing  more  time  on  eftablifh*- 
ing  the  truth  of  a  known  maxim :  that  the  too 
great  authority  of  the  people  deftroys  the  govern- 
ment which  feems  the  moft  proper  to  make  them 
happy :  and  that  they  muft,  to  fecure  that  hap- 
pinefs,  have  the  magnanimity  to  facrifice  one  part 
of  their  rights  to  preferve  the  other* 

**  The  audacity  and  the  licentioufnefs  of  popular 
'*  affemblies  (fays  Cicero)  have  loft  the  republi 
**  of  Greece." 

The  name  of  this  orator  reminds  me  that,  in 
treating  the  fubjedt  I  am  now  engaged  in,  I  ought 
to  introduce  what  he  has  left  us  on  the  right,  the 
government,  and  the  law  of  nature.    But  before  I 

(hew 
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fli^  nq!^<r'^^^  with^b]i3r  ideas,  I  jamA  cough 

4er^  foTr^.j^omeni^  the.,  cooftky tioo  o£  lUm^ 

boj^ldorqiby  popular  gpvefameat 9  andbHibefiit 
1^  uk  ;hf  ^fcijrfs  of ^d^potilsu        :  •    -> .      y  Hi^ jA 

^  .  .      .        f  ••        ■^-    '•    \<      •  'f    .^   •  »  ♦  >    •    ■  rn 
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lONFINING  myfclf  to  t]bc  imincdiate  fubjeft 
qf  py  .work,  I  fhall  ejcjraft  from  the  hiftory  of  the, 
l^oman  empire,  fych  fads  only  as  will  tend  to 
Cjpnfirm  the  truths  I  have  infixed  on  in  the  preced* 

ing  phapters*  .  ,  ,. 
.This  people  fo  jealous  of  their  liberty,,  fa^gaa^ 
tjieir  career  under  a  monarchical  governments 
'^^arquin  took  the  crown,  for  he  did  not  receive  it 
either  from  the  fenate  or  the  people.  Under  hin^ 
the  regal  power  became  hereditary^  and  he  Ten- 
dered it  abfolute. 

His  fon  Sextus  would  haye  continued  on  ^  the 
thrpne ;  and  would,  like  his  father,  have  tranfniit- 
ted  his  power  to  his  heir,,  if  he  had  not  awaked 
the  people  to  a  fenfc  of  their  l^avery,'  by  the  moft 
provoking  abufc  of  his  authority. 

*/  The  people  (fays  Montefquieu)  will  fuffer 
<*  new  taxes  to  be  levied  on  them,  becaufe  they 
"  know,  not  whether  th^y  niay  .n^t  receive  fomc 

*'  benefit 
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•^  benefit  from  the  pbjefts  upon  which  the  money 
**  (o  raifed  may  be  expended :  but  when  any  af* 
*'  front  is  offered  them,  they  become  fenfible  of 
*' nothing  but  their  misfortunes;  anfd  they  include, 
**  with  thofe  they  really  endure,  the  idea  of  all  the 
*|  ,eyil3  which  can  ppfl5Wy.be  endur^J/' 

,  ,To  this  refleftion,  the  refplt  of  profound  (aga- 
city,  we  (hall  beg  leave  to  add  another :  it  is,  jthat 
if  tyranny  is  the  rock  of  monarchy,  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  people  is  the  rock  of  defpotifm.  n^ 

*  A  true  hiftory  of  the. fate  of  nionarchs,  would 
p^efeht  to  their  fucceflbrs  an  impreflSve  leflbn ;  by 
ihewing  them  ^e  (hameful  or  tragic  ends  of  alF 
bad' kings.    They  wenid  the;e  befiold  fome  tyrants 
doing  juftice  on  themfelves,  and  transforming  their 
pjUaces  into  inacceflable  prifons;  others  expelled 
from  their- dates,  and  ftmggling  in  vain  againfi:  si' 
revoked  ptople :   fc^e,  bumbling  rhemfelves  td 
in^plore  mercy  from  thofe  to  whom  they  had  rc- 
fufed  jnftice :  ^d  inany  deprived  pf  their  liberty  5 " 
and  not  even ,  enjoying,  in  their  degradation,  the ' 
i^fdependence-of  exile. ,      ' 

If-vTarquin  had  been  awafe  that  not  even  kings: 
are  exempt  frorm  punilhment,-  he  would  not  have ' 
e^tpofed  himfelf  to  the  neceffity  of  demanding  fqc- 
cour  from  a  foreign  prince,  who,  in  triumphing' 
ovfeP'ihe  Rorpans^  could  riot. hiave  triumphed  over 
theip  hatred  of  the  tyrant.  :   .  .  ' 

Rome  {(;<NMii}iitii  Mpbtefiiuieu) '  hkf  dniy 

,  <*  thefe 


:**■» 
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^^  thefe  alternatives :  flie  muft  either  drngrliee . 
'*  government ;  or  remain  a  poor  and  intgnifieiuit 
^'  monarchy/*  It  is  nor,  bowerer,  a£f  to  coaceivtt 
why  Rome  did  not  become^  under  a  (uccdEonnDf  . 
warlike  kings,  what  (he  was  under  her  confah :  and 
under  generals  whofe  cooamand  expired  frequent^ 
ly  before  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

After  the  expullion  of  their  kings,  an  ariAoonqf  * 
Was  formed  among  the  Romans,  by  the  two  oidem 
of  fenators  and  knights :  and  thele  it  was  who  al* 
ternately,  and  in  a  body,  direfted  the  repuhtic. 
The  people  had  fliaken  off  die  yoke  of  regal 
tyranny,  but  they  were  foon  fubmirted  to  diat  of 
a  tyrannical  ariflx>cracy«  They  were  bowed  to 
obedience  by  their  fear  of  beholding  the  tyrinr; 
whom  they  had  chafed,  return  within  their  waHs'; 
and,  blinded  by  that  fear,  they  only  few  in  dwir. 
fenators  the  protcftors  of  that  liberty  with  tlie 
name  of  which  they  were  fo  enamoured ;  and  in 
their  generals,  but  the  benefinftors  who  filled  the 
public  coffefs  with  the  plunder  of  the  enemy. 

The  people  received,  with  refpeft^the  decrees 
ifllied  by  the  fenate,  becaufe  they  had  an  appear* 
ance  of  equity ;  but  they  had  ftill  no  idea  of  that 
which  charafterizes  law  e  they  knew  not  how  to 
difcriminate  the  powers  which  Ihould  concur  to 
create,  to  fandion,  and  to  execute  it%  But  to  have 
poilcflcd  that  art,  they  muft  have  been  as  weU  ac- 
quainted with  puUic  rig^,  and  with  Irgillattoii,  as 
were  the  peopk  of  Greece* 

The 
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.  ^.The  agicttion  o£  war^  in  which  the  people  of 
Kome  wcrc^  with  fo  much  addrefs^  continualty 
Leld^  allowed  them  no  leifure  to  think  of  any  things 
but  CQsquefts  and  fpoiU :  the  republic^  therefore^ 
mnained  for  a  long  time  in  the  groiTeft  ignorance, 
«o4  its  chiefs  were  only  eminent  for  that  auftere 
virtue,  that  rigid  equity,  which  are  the  character- 
iftics  and  fupport  of  an  ariilocratic  governrinent. 

,.  If  the  too  ferocious  pride  of  thefe  chiefs  had 
not  fometimes  urged  the  brave  citizens  to  rebel 
againfl  their  power :  if  their  too  arbitary  deciffions 
had  not  irritated  them :  and  if  it  had  always  been 
evident  that  the  fenators,  in  referring  to  themfelves 
all  the  great  employments,  and  the  honour  of 
triwnpliSy  had  no  objed  in  view  but  to  increafe  the 
g^>r]r  of  the  republic,  and  maintain  the  empire  of 
jufttoe,  perhaps  the  plebeians  would  not  have  afpired 
to  a  (hare  in  the  fovereignty. 

.  •^As  the  people  perceived  (fays  Montefquieu). 
•*  that  they  did  not  poffefs  that  liberty  which  they 
**  were  taught,  to  love  with  fo  much  ardour,  they 
«<  £paght  to  debafe  the  confular  dignity;  to  efta* 
*^.  blilh  plebeian  magiftrates ;  and  to  participate 
^\  with  the  ps^trician  order  in  all  the  great  offices 
V  of  the  magiftracy. 

'^  The  patriciam  were  obliged  to  grant  them  all 

^*  they  demanded;  for  in  a  city  where  poverty  was 

.'f  confidered  as  public  virtue,  birth  and  dignities 

.  *'  could  give  no  great  advantage :  power  xnuft^^  of 

3« .  yph  T,  F  con- 
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'^  confequence,  return  to  thcmoft  numerous  bod)!^ 
'^'itid  the  ariftoCracy  change,  by  degrees,  in'to  a 
•'•poptilarftate.*'  "^'^'^ 

The  Roman  confiitution  was  always  imperfeft, 
both  \inder  ariftocracy  and  democracy.  A  pxtxof 
bf  {t  1^3  that  in  their  <!hief  afTemblies  thewiUbf  the 
f)4trician8,  and  of  the  knights  who  formed  thefirft 
c'ehturies>  prevailed  over  that  of  the  afiembled 
|>eopie  \  fo  that  the  governing  power  was  ndic  a^ 
ariftocracy,  but  a  defpotifm  of  the  patrictahk  lira 
Knights. 

As  Too  A  as  tribunes  were  chofen  from  the  plc^ 
beian  order,  the  people  afiumed  the  iome  di^tibn 
€ver  their  Isite  maftcrs,  as  thofe  had  hitherto  cxer«^ 
eifed  over  them.  They  pafled  the  laws  whtdi  were> 
t&lled  flebifciteSy  Without  the  concurreace  of  d^ 
i^nffiils  &nd  fenators,  but  which  they  were  fbrbed 
r6*  obey.  Thus  under  the  firft  government,  die 
wilt  (Ji  the  people  had  no  influence.  Under  tjic 
fecond  it  carried  every  thing  before  it. 
'  Thefe  happened,  under  the  Roman  ariftocrac]r 
the  fame  thing  that  happened  under  the  tyriaay  tjt' 
their  kings  : — ^The  decemviri  were  iaveftcd  'witH 
fmmenfe  authority.  All  magiftracyftoodfiifpend- 
cd  before  them.  The  republic  was  determined  to 
have  iaw8,  and  tommenced  by  furrendejriiig  all  hd^ 
^wefs  to  thefe  legiflators. 

***  It  ftiiift  undoubtedly  have  beesi  a  very  commtiKU 
fhg'fpedtttcle,  to  behold  a  whole  Warlike  bttifib 

^  -   T    .  .    •    •  "  -      .     .  .  ■    ^    ,  ■    •  .       ■  ^         .•■»■»      • 
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0oifluE  lioini|^9,  aiid  feemiag  to  fay  to  di<iif  fellink 
ciazensj  "What  yo"  command,  vit  CQ^ipo^d.! 
•*,  what  ^you  declare  to  be  juft,  we  will  execiXK  t 
"we  a^  this  moment  abdicate  all  fovereignty.bc|^ 
f'rrare.you:.  and.  we  wUlrdivne  noinoret;haa.yQ(i 
?*J[^ti  rgraitt  to  us."  It  is  probable  if  the  do* 
f:efi:>yiri.,had  rendered  themfelvcs  worthy  of  Jt^  . 
VrilvipUo^ .  power  ;  of  this  hooouAble  conSdcilci;  j 
ffc^  ^>£^*  for  <^  Joog  tifoe,  have  governed  the,  re* 
fxk^c  t  and  thdr  ouchoricy,  fupported  by  good . 
laws,  would  h^ve  recoaduAed  the  people  to  <he 
dpniiaion  of  an  ^bvoluuibvereiga. 

The  fame  p^ime  )rhich  loft  Tarquia  his  pover» 
^ej)rived  the  Dec^riii  of  theirs.  The  people  ^ ^ 
^qrcred  their  libci^  in  both  infbmcet,  by  ly^  of 
(hat  kind  of  violence  which  is  ncrsr  pardoned  Mt 
fociety  :  for  Societies  being  compofed  tof  hufbuMtlll 
(nd  fiitheri,  canhoc  endure  any  injury  comiwft  ^ 
all  thctf  members. 

^  ^ot^iiag  has  fp  ipimediate  or  fo  ftrong  AncfEfA-oii 
j^e  mulumd^  as  fi  fp&dacle  of  injuftice,  plAoed  dik< 
nray (l^orc, their  view,  The  figbtof  cbe  blsetU^ 
f)ody^|^crpciam9de  the  Romans  htM  foyalQr.JiD 
Ma^peaict.  A  debtor  fhewing  iiimfclf  to  tJbc  pcfh; 
^l<g  COTpered  with  wouodsj  profluced  a  chMigC  ia 
toe  tbrifi  of  the  republic.  The  death  of  Vicg^aM 
pm  an  ok!  to  the  Decemviiatie.  The.robe  fif  .C«i|[||P 
mwedwtth  blood,' .made  the  multicuideihfififMMy 
over'liia-CDi^ ;  and  sb(  Tcry  pebpk>  vHtifi^  tfb^f 
^^'^  F  »  was 


( '?  .       .    •. .        •  '•  ■;  •.„. 


0  •;.;  Offtiffi  Raman  >C*nflft¥iii(»'.  xA/i  U':int. 

.W4S  fcfforcd  to  them  by  the  event,  fAtentwfWc 
,-/ate  of.  the  tyrant  by  whom  tiicy  had  bceiidc^Sd* 
'^d^ofit.  "..     ■  "''■      ■'■•■■^•^'J 

. '   If  one  of  the  viAirtis  'of^defpotifraj  att:cr  haVi^jg 
worked  his  way  oui  of  Tome  fubterrancqiis'^flM^ 
had  crawled  with  his  chains  into  the  middlti'-ef 
,'fome'of  our  public  places,  and  there 'fcrieii'^  out 
ip  a  pioumful  voice,  "  Ihiave  (ighed  dtrring' c&rity 
^^f  years  in  a  dungeon  for  having  alarmed  ^  fiidibbs 
*^  courtezan;  and  for  reproaching  Wit&  bittf^rmft, 
**  one  pf  your  magiftfaties  for '  his  cmeltyj^'  jpfer-* 
\  haps  the  indignation  of  th<^  aitiititude  had  -aiJticlct* 
""rated  the  deftradidii  of  tho(e  menadhg  ^t^s 
wdich  were  become  the  terror  of  all  Francci-*    -I. 
'  Ii^uftice  has  in  all  countries,  and  with' idF'^li^ 
mel^a  ifiniit  which  (hotild  never  be  cxcctid^  br 
tnoTe  who  wifh  to  perpetuate  its  reigii:  but^-'fi^** 
TUAatcly  for  mankind,  they,  as  blind  in  tfitiirlUtt^ 
'  as  their  vengeance,  betray  her  to  defthifttM^jf  ^iykcl 
fhe  people  who   have  long  groaned  tinifiBr^^Ucr 
jfeourge,  facrifice  her  to  their  juft fury.  ••>^.^i 

^^ .  The  Romans,  formed  to  govern  the  uK^h^drft, 
.;cpuld  never  be  their  own  governors :  they*  pMSd 
-jilternately  from  fervile  obedience  to  ^crbkhsf^kix^ 
thority.  Slaves  under  their  diflators  ;^  audwSdbic 
-tiniier  t h  ei  r  tribunes ;  th  ey  granted '  x6o  '  'Hiiik 
^'4|pwer  to  one,  and  had  not  even  the  courage  toilc* 
7jffnd  the  others. '  -The  Gfaccfit  fdl^hftimsW their 
"^ilfve  ^i  the  people :  that  people  who  fuccefliveljr 

ft   ;:  ferved 


»*• 


•  % 


Of  the  Rman  Confiiinttmr.  ^  ^ 

(crved  Mariin 'iiitf  SyllaT'iif  dieir  hOmd  fubfciSi^. 

iWTf^  [TrH^  father  of  his  couotry  was.&crificed 
J?»<  iSff  *^^fr  A?^^9»y* .  ^^lio  received  the  head -of 
his  enemy  without  any  citizen  daring  to  ilnke  oiB[ 

,iijly^,,^aj(^iflP^e^.tli^  while  inflaved,  mado^ 

ti^c^.ciljttlf?^'  ^fl^^^l?>  ^nd  fometiines  trembled 
.ihraifi^^  UAd^r.  their  power. 
;f^']^.^QO)M  CQoftituticm  was,  adapted  entire^ 
-Wi/H^  A '  ifi^ory^  wM  it?  fvAdamental  fupport ;  an^ 
:.9(^fi9i1^^^.^  QOmqre  enen^iestg^  vanqqiOi^  ^, 
i^;^Q  djrci^«.. ,  She  wsfs  deAjnedi  to  •  p^rifh  unc^r. 
Sr  •WPh*  or ^defeiw..  .    ;;  ^  \ , { 

-i>i4C£i^LS^  ^'^^^^^      W  )^^  eftabliflied  ia 

£  It^^gie,,  jho:  £bnat^ .  ^uid  have,  pofleflfcd  fuftcie^ 

power  .5C(^  retrain  Ji?r  g^.ci;^is^^  and  ;detach  tUeoi' 

.teij^c;v«py..,. ■...■.,.,  .■..;.  ."■■'...  ":'" 

VI  Mii^)}l^.b^  b^^.^  a  goqd  (Jeniocracy^  .^?(i^ 
, ^9pu|^i4^ve  i^d  no.  didaipr ,;  and  Sylla  woiil^ «c]^ 
i*«»B  i»»paf cd  the  wa/.  for  hef  fubjuga^qn,']^ 
jj^pik^QHt;to.htf  fuc^  rout  of  defpotiraiv 

v-B^SdWffiP^  ^99^  more  jealous  of  the  privileges  s^-r 
aexed  to  the  c Walter  of  citizen,  would  hot  hajrcj 
^^i^f^f^  ^o^thc  bofomof  their  city,  that  Aula*; 
bVt^h  ^f^^5^^  ^^9  t^rought  with  them  thc^^ 
.  j^€Ci|^a|(ud  the^  and  who  were  always- 

tJPSty^)fR  ^^^'  thcmCblyes  to  ^fe  who  wiflied  toisu^ 
siibfiP  ^  JWiards  for  t 

;l*/r;»>    f  -     ..     F  a  "included 


*         • 


ja^  Of  the  Jiman  CmfiitnUun^^^ 

ii^luded  none  but  real  Rotnans ;  the  people  »« 
tested  With  digdicy  the  pride  oJP  thepkrlciau 
Ai^y  rctifad  CO  the  facrcd  mount.  4tnd  VleFc  tk^ 
lororeigfis  i;^iihout  fubjeAs :  they  refured  to  go  m, 
th<a  War  :   they  aanulied.  in  their  comitia«  die  4e« 
<j(tfes  of  the  fenate :  and  rifing  at  once  atuiye  iul. 
fuperfUtioHy  they  remained  ifieMbled  in  Ipifieof 
the  Tain  threats  of  augnrs  2Uid  auipice^.    This^^a^  ^ 
tfhft  generous  ftruggle  of  liberty  againft  true  tyra^* 
tq,M    But  when  ftrangers  were  odMittcd,  Wit^umc 
4iilindiMi  :to  the  honour  of  ftyling.  thi^)i^m^ 
Roman  ciciz;ens,  the  people  became  baie  aiid  fbfo«l' 
cibus  i^  their  rdfiiUnca  \  and  their  k)yaIt7becAtne^ 
Mfmpt«d|  like  tHe  fl:reams  from  a  pure  foiuca^^ 

"(itrbeft  tmagkd  witti  muddy  wat^s.      ^       k  .r  i-- 

The  fpecious  fyflem  of  incorporating  wh^^im]^ 
^pU,  th«  nations  whom  they  have  vanquiffiiiclj^ 
ift  order  to  ftrengchen  them  for  making  other  om*;^ 
^jueftSy  is  dangerous^  particularly  in  popular  i^*") 
vArnm^ts*  It  is  not  fufficicnt  to  give  to  a  ^fi^^ 
di0  title  of  citis^ni  you  muft  do  more^  yov  [n^uft . 
tiOtfimunicate  to  him  the  fentiments.  of  ^  ckia^jp^. 
irikd  thofe  fentioients  afe  not  to  be  infpire^  a^^^V, 
Aey  mud  enutnate  from,  iliey  muft  be  ii^crea£Kl» . 
they  muft  be  ftrengthened  to  rtiatudty  by  ^^M^ 
tttchments^  by  our  connedioM^  and  by  thfe  b^iie^^. 
ure  receive  from  the  city  that  ha9  ad<!jj«ed  uf,  ^    V . 

At  every  revolution  of  government  in  axv  <^hi^,. 

fitt^  uew  lawf  btK^odic  fieceflai^i     If.cho&.^of 

Numa 


'■«•  15  t-p"*  »      ■■  '      ■  •  '"»        .'  %     *  ''\ 


24lima  Wfot  g^^  tlie  moiUfchy^doiitifitie9^' 

t^^  ioft  tMr  Tfthifr  XkAder  the  dqmlnatibh  ^F^li^ 
letuste.'  If  tfaofe  oTtHe  fcnatc  were  good' during  t&r 
flap  W  wkicb  the  fenace  governed  the  re]^ublic3^' 
il^efl  tube  io  whco  the  p^opk  resumed  the  abfZA^ 
Iiikeiitthw  And  in  fiae,  therdccrecs  offfllf 
peoptb- could  be  only  injurious  uiider  the  relgnW 

dveonperors.  '    "     *  "' 

''ta/reniarkiftg  this  as  the  true^^ffufe  of  thV&)i^^ 
unp^  agitations  of  th^  Romi^i  republic^  and  dP 
its  final  4eftniftion9  I  do  not  ttedti  to  refute  ttuT' 
aiithor  df  the  Hifi^ry  of  the  Rifi  and  Fatt '^ 
iiiklSdmum impire.  li'to although itrefu|tsfrom'b^ ' 
Cyf^itny  that  one  fingle  caufe^-^the  want  of  AiM^^ 
Uifliad  conftitution.  Wifely  adapted  co  die  nature ' 
m.iii«h  different  goremnient,  was  fuiiicient  to  bring 
dti^dke  rtlin  of  Rome,  it  does  not  follow  that  bOSBtl 
duaes  did  noc  contribute  to  its  elevation  'aiid'  deC' 

:Mitf  dwell  no  loiiger  on  this  republic,  whiicfi' 


hai  yielded  to  the  fate  of  all  empires.    I  may  reri^'^ 


dfef  a'grie^ter  ft ryice  to  fociety  by  confining  myfblf^ 
tothe  bpiiiiion  oif  the  firft  of  all  the  Roman  oratotii-^ 
ott'CKe  origin  of  the  laws  of  his  country.  ^^'^ 

So  many  baibarous  inftitutions,  £>  many  Unjuft 
regtilwion^  have  exifted  in  the  ftates  which  arofe* 
out  of  the  ruins  of  Rome,  only  becaufe  the  fciehce^ 
or  ^ufdie  lav  has  b^en  too  long  tniiunderftood'br 
n«|ledted.  Theconfbuftiondfdieftlte'wa'&begtiHi;* 

F4  the 


-■  t 


4^  efm'ltbiiiape^SliiiiA^ 

i'm^ to'ftfc'welt done Whic%  di^  arenOt^tt^sAH 

T<^  ih'vam  niaythe  philofopher  fay,  *<  GoVteTKBiMt 

/'  ought  to  be  inftittited  for  the  gpoiA  of  the  gfiiWr . 

<"*  t(^6dr,-baHh«y  ftft  advtuitageoot  wtaaiifn* 

^"^ale  -  uidiVidu^'  only^  therefom  gmetuiitejflts 

^«>'cdi^h^dia  the  ehd-of  their  inftitudoril/'  J^ilw 

fiKHHufdea/ »'Ruli^'are  eftabliOiedwludi odbpd 

*'^%(^e'%M'%bHt  f<vr  hire  to  labour  fortiusiktk, 

•«*  Htii<iiluf^  the  ifet«  tshndt  fubgft'wkhont  cbbir-ii^- 

A»<Vii^;^inM  yat^tefUttt'doeylefs  fx'.dietif^^aio 

t«Hcfr  tfiWe  Who  rendet*  hf*r  no  fetrice  ;<  tktKtftffe 

'"*«'ihe  f«fl«  sTfe   tiftjuft'?<*  thefe   prin^{tf^  t«id 

'  ^efe^^e(^i^ions  cbuM  hot  have  been  cotSUttlH, 

-%yd^'tlie:''philordphbr  wiOQld   have:  r8eeivM>Wo 

^n{^^.    GbTeriitheAt  kiu  -becR  49  iiiftitilt(dy«itd 

its  ^i^^tions  ^x<«^ted  -UhdCr.  thi^foitaj-lMin'ille 

'  Hrlfeft  ages  :- aiid '  coo  ttiMny  piMvttiklSi^tifyA  arc 

iiiterefled  in  the  contintian'oe  of  tlfifriiai^batifitewy 

^  iftS  injtifticetOadmitof  ahy  lic^forttuidotAh'.v*  ''in 

'-'■"  Hitman  fdidiy  <depehds'ai>mfiOho|i  thb  gdtmni^ 

''fmnf  ^as  ^  Che  'cliinat^  fi->Aatt4ap{HM»  itd4»o  b«fn 

- 'ulideh  '  N^ I«filiap(»yiM'tbeifeWhtf arftbehokli^ 

i'jvtji.tjjflj  ikuvti  c:-  bf^.viJt^fbd  JoafHi-* .ju'ri'^ni  ;><ky 


iftef^AoS  fi^gly-  fipiQ  the  focu9  ,of  ri?9ii>o ;  ^ON^Ok 
which  mil  Ibine  for  a  moment,  an^  tbeii  .ti««khiec 
al«gw*rH*fif)nig^  of.igaowttce,  jor.  4i^??r^  bf 
ift»fewif<ln0ttifir«fifting,h»btt»»  M-,:  ,.  .-,-  f-,  -  <•  i 
-hq^Aofe iperCo^9,rwh<»  a^g^  l^aMchtfpf^Me m 

3tf]!Up  is^3^5i*Mw»rfwa»^ft>cW,',M*w^wifit^ 
/Tfaly;«e«S!witbfl»i:  AutfefWi^i  •»»4«NmjI  |)0.:,iAi^ 

telfeiliii«**bk*//re«f«i«  gtff»:it*tflill  iWfii  ?Wif  foe 

,  iA)fiai^.o#l3r»  whftfe  4^crcf^  the|riiad»pr9V64% 
c«n4i^seo  <»©y«»  <}fipr«4:.coi4^ver  ii).hii,ora49^ 

i£  iW^»iMj&'tavb»4fe436$pM  thf  pUce  of  this  .«• 

gMAiiilfplyfleRtfi  «aktjbHeh4tfppii$<mof<thoagbts;.liu$^ 
this  woiMlfiffilif:^^!?  <ii4  &ot  ;pc|Efo«n  its  prod^^« 
juneibjn  <Jb)ngr»ll)ft-ftfc«r  pr<3ti4ica»  and^ilif^Mpcnd* 
€ttty  <l)i}fQmc!ith»iA.Jf9iM.  i»  forqudajble.  nHf^NUt 

«Bd  ii^uftioe  were  not  Iwckward  to-amulthenilclve* 

of 


•>*-- 


cfiiiHftV  and'  before  igtioi'iAce  eould  xmdKC(t(difi^[ 
d^itSKkett'trictAah  t>^per/the  pfiel^'  hsd  feiiip^h 
j^iitiififi^ falfthoods a^ trtithi  iiiro  th^  woi^td:'"  "^^  '' 
'  If '|dv«iDtnen»  founded   ackdamtik  i^idr^^'^ 
fMftd  jf^rofeflbrs  ttt  deliver  Icftures  dii'the'^A/ 
Oh  foTereigRty,  and  on  the  interefts  of  princei^^h 
«^^<^' eoiidttkm  6(  their  confining' theibfeNV  t^ 
tKc  cxifting  laws;  the  fcnfc  of  which  they  Wisre 
tii  d<¥tl6pe^  tod  taake  them  always  rdf{)id:edl 
iThefe  orators  were '  allowed  to  be  prolix;  d^fe^ 
iiid  obfttire;  (Hrdvided  they  attacked  not  die  edifice 
dPlegiiTattoD/tod  fltftkrt|»t*d  not  w  prbpkre  itoAt 


*.  j_.... 


.1  -  *.  ii  ■•  » 


Ji     -in 


MidS(«^'Cd  adapt  &'=n(l«^'mKi. 
'  Th&a;  tSKfTe  4rlv>  n^ht  have  been  xhleitt  ffi& 
j^f^fnftMilfciOn,  «omtilMt«Aoiil5r'to  Iftiffklii  iihror  s  ^ 
add  ^0  «Mtty  trbdrfliiftitd  %A^  elev^^ '!%«'  li^l^ ' 
of "rifelP  htiirtft,  biMtfid  tbefti  more  ftUMf^  tij^iki 


I)%d  eftabtifhed  fot  (beif  own  ^iti(te'^^^iuit&^?^ 

-H^lealed  fnim'  Hide  Mfll^<!iittf4'''«[^''Mu:ed . 
ttt)n|^  tip  Ml  their  ^tA  '^lA€i|Aeri(Ad:'  Mt'^e]^ 
mfgbt  the  •  ftiorc '  re*di Y  clHcDvtfr  tMf  '^ii^j^,' ' 
^  took  Aat^l  rigfit  to'direft'tis in  tKie'fibrelry^W ' 
It* Itfir* hate ifl*«tede«  alt  hifn»n irifthttfeik' '''  "' 


'  **  earth 


qftbfi^fS^  H 


^\  UJ^fir^^ing^  from  \^hcnc;e.  refult{(t4)Cr  knOfi^i 

^^  cal  natuFd^  which  tenda  only  m  \f!i:^wv9}ik6Sl^ 
^^j4|id  bis  gff^pting^  audi  to  xtiuldply  lus  JQpriMffs  s 
^^  they  pertain  to  Tometbing  of  a  moiA.  .ekvMD^^ 

^'.kiiiiil  .'.  I;  %i  \ ..  ;.  -*  ^  w ,'-;..-•.  ^ 

^^  AU  the  duties  of  man  arife  froiQ;  a  Icodcviisiget . 
*^^qtjoBcBfxri:td^^  «hd:iliecoAua(m.iltilttf . 
^iK;;^ic^V  to  which  in^n^  is '4aiRin^TO^ 

•^by;^aturc.     .  .'j- ♦•■:.]* 

' .^Vl^V^i  by  feifching  aftdn  trisk  ihtt.xnail  w^S; 
^v3cft  ii^Aduded  toa  kncrykd^  <£hw.dutiwy«»4^ 
^  tfaeiitcobciiing  and.  pcxibfi|bQice.i£.theitilanv^^^ 


€^ 


•  -t.   'J 


■ '.  V  I8kici<«5r,  .jcrwei  its » orig^  ;fxx  jnrbperty 9 .  bocai^. I 
•*  «f  ft  Judged,  rt^^^         ctolid^iw^,fiiiglt.pi»fc^ 
^^^»t.  piiO{tmy ,  which  wufzpd£bdtd.tho£iitG^^ 
c^.4|^  trMkiMO  of  othem;    Ilie  .preierta^a^ 
^t hiWli^is  aUb  one  of  the^iuui^.of  fodety^ J(?k^. 

**  ablc;,p  beaOBCked*  ..    \ .     .:  .  n..  • 

i^f^/'nNi jpecdfi^  prtfervcd,  androf .  pie- 

^ip^Ti^  l|ij^  pfoj^y^  fuggsftftd  totmen^  tfaatithik^ : 

^«bjeft  (ynilA;^^  but  by  diei^. 

^  cA)Ugiogdi0mffiMs  M>t  to  actacfc  others^  eidi0t>ii|E. 

^^  their  property  or  perfons;  and  that  thqr  ^pv4^:, 

^  JIM  raquii^  the  pfoteftion  of  fociety^  but  byiiib* 

*^  mitting  tbdmftlfiSio  f»fimbQ» 
■'-"•*  «^  tacks 


7^  Of  the  Rmm  CcM/lUiaioMi 

^^  tacks  which  ihovia  be  inaae  oh  me  members  of 

it9ifii)i]|jisiii>chk«9iiifaiiiacim  of 'dudc^^  JMi4;lilM|^e» 
'i^icdUttge'of  iiiccoiicB  diat  juft      coo|ift^(.ti  io   *' 

1  ^f  Jufticei  isithe  foiinri tticm.  wd  i fi^yttrt  ^ a!! 
^^.tWMum-ibciecy*  .'»  -.  .  .■-;  .i:.^.it  vd'-.^.    • 

^  ^f  In  all  focietie^  commcm  milky  is  the  hdbof 

^  att 'principles*  .     '■  ?iib;r" 

^^^Iiijtiftice'coiififts.ui  ariarktngi Jiie?pariti ^of 

^!I^roperty  oFoaotker;  .and  iri^not:  defiBii^iag:l|^t 

^* ii4ikh  is  attacked.  .;^   ;..if:'>  i: ' 

^^  '^  Society  is  a  tacit  cmvention :  \.  k.  )iti.:^4i(l« 

''^ttated  by  nature^  «s  a  bappier  ibee  frrbmanio^ 

"H^tikofe  ibeMare  and^tnnquil^         tsnds  :nii Aout 

-^  intemiiffiom  i^riny:-  -^ao' 

^*  Injuftice  brings  oa  the  deftniftion  .cliibei^* 

^  Tlwsdie  luppieftiaiad  beft iixnadyfpcietjbJiii^ 

^^be  dMt  where  tbece  is  the  grttiteft  fquaik]Udcbe^ 

'V'caiife  there  injuftke  has  the  frweft  teopoltions' 

^  to  attack  either  perfbna  or'propcrqrj.j:.arv3xn  z*^ ' 
(Ik  ««>|ri^elityr  iivkeepingiouf  wordr  iai« JUnbcCfiiMK- 

^^  ttiFe;  it  is  the  foundation  of  juftic&.:  Uxii^'gB*^ ' 

-  j^^A^ti§attcamiot!exad  a  promife  ioni  :aMt^> 

^¥iwthrat<admerv4edging  himS^vMapdito-ptr^ 

^^£kmhi%  tmi^  {'"TTkecacefuUy'ke^puig^  aagkiast^' 

^  defftaading  thk- reciprocal  obligatiQftia:lbfeorK 

^  ginof  fidelity*^  s»  » .  s  t     ^    r. ;  r/,  r^aq/Lji  •*  • 

'^^Ifi^iii'lndttd^itidi?  thoughts  aaahcf^frUdbtcmpt' 


^*  The  love  of  our  country^  accpodiof^  ttrfthis 

^^  obligadDM*^  ^Tte  |)vefeiiV2tiioa0£fG^ecjr<itiMcsK 

If&  Jtea0*«hp|i4hd  pre&]r^atk>n  ofa  funily.;  ^       ^« 

^'  By  the  natural  law  of  all  focietios^  ournJMf  to 
^  ^iUd  coittiarjr  ftaiids  l>efoiie:our  duty  tD::0Ni|r  nela- 

^o  Ttbeqistliefecinuims  may  bd^^  iheyLfl^i^ate  ia 
^«f)k:^fts^eiTfary  diffisrentfi^  giji^^ife 

to  other  focial  virtues.    It  isnot  ^nature  ;thMrm- 
4ljfbttithmni  i3ut:a  'fbblime  refle<^oi^  <in  fi|io im- 
^coooeiiaf  fedety.  -  Man^  ag^  xw^  ^y$t^ilMfl4 
3i^V''l>^fi^^^  °i^^  could  perteurettJbAfc  he)}»ifMwt 
one  country;  and  what  claims  ths^  fio^if»(fy:had 

i^^^AMON^g  to  Cicero,  'f.  allih^  diWf^^SJ^feig^, 
T^aUftbrlaws;  ait^cmaralky  ph^-cpq^A  IRidK 
iffbK^lfi^and  the  tocfeful:  and  theditftiftill991(KlKdi 
*^  meii  make  beiiireen  wiMom^^ipd^UtiUtf iij^f^^^s 
'tfiiattPdHMnnraesrof  man  againiiiQAn>«n^j^*inadoM 
V  Agiinft  ntdokWi   It  leads  tot  the  ur^ri>H¥>A  of 
1^^  iKurar j^^xnd  td  tyranny  towardu  the  repub^c^ «    . 
^idc^^rWi^Vtt  «nd^ utility  ar^ibe  ^en^js  o^^^a^sal 
rMrdgfac  ^aivl  the  l&gbt.of  dMtn,  ,#«4,ciyil  flght, 
-^^QfUclt^nr'dri^tndd  from;  Miumlj  rigb^i^af^  be 
<^  founded  on  the  (ame  princi^les^^.^^  ,i>n  1 1>!^  '^ 
^qnHjStoihy^iiifaich  b  |iift>ftatcfDilioft3MR{^^ 
.^  to  natuaoivj^toMM» « WbiljiayU  i^mHf irf^gJ^ 
^^^erredtojufticcf  upon.wiu€hic  M;%i^^ 
r.  . ;  \         From 


fVtrtkrtbii  principle^  rigorous  indMd,  CZcetb'tfrkws 
ailill  more  rigorocs  dddu^tion :  \t h^'&2k,' diii£i\ 
^iad^todii  nf.  famine y  camdt  be  permiitedtd  Mick  f be 
prapef/y  of  ofMber,  vr  tudli  any  aS  of  vklektrte^pii/e 
kh-fffe^    If  thisis  fuhhing  into  an  excd^^  it  tiat 

feaft  xn  crcefs  of  virtue.  ' 

According  to  the  fame  writer,  ^*  the  affufaAcc 
^^  of  the  right  of  property  can  fuffer  no  extep- 
^  lion;'*  This  proves  that,  in  no  cafe,  aiid  on  no 
jpretext,  the  Agrarian  laws  could  be  adojxied, 
withodt  overturning  the  foundations  of  fodeiy; 
Without  violating  th^  focSal  pai5t^  dM  oontrlift'oa 
iii!udiiti«c(bibli(hed:  '^  :...>' 

*  ^•The  Agrarian  la»*r  (fays  Cicero)  irosi  iilS 
'^  robbery :  the  debtors  became  proprietors  <l#  tftS 
^' hnd^  <^  their  creditoit;  and  thofe  wfk>lkiufadf 
«  quired  heritages,  andi^rhohad  payed  &l^tli|^;^ 
^treredefpoitcdoftheitt.  -         .     .- • 

•^  If^ood  faith:  1>e  not  prefervedj  if  juftlce  be 
^violated  by  flmil^r  laws,  no  repbUieein'^eferVer 
^  itfelf;  k  will,  on  the  contrary^  tttOr  Vc^ditjUitt^ 

It  may  not  be  uhirfefifl  to  rep^j^fB^e  jSeit 


¥-'' 


truths,  i^t  a  tnomeilt  like  the  prdeht;  WMn  uimede* 
l^ded  minds,  loft  te  a  ddinuifi' of lidmanity,  Ifave 
flattered  the  countty^  people  with  the  kopi^  ol  a 
n^t^'diTiftm  of  thfe  taiSds-whicli  would  b<f'the 
hi|h<!ft  pdffiUe  e&etr^  bf  *ii^uftt€e;-ai»l  the^^^^^ 
thMHi^n  aH  pioptfcy*-  ■  ^^   .     .    ^  v   /.    . 

Fromi 


|>agfs,t9  that  of  general  focicty..  ...,,  ;u^  ,^ 

.  v".  Jk^  i^ingcaJjew  of  tfee  laws  of  jufti^c fa^I^e 
;*  ^o  fwcv^f  perpiitted,  towards  a  ftrangex,  (fays  Ci^ 
*f  «rp)  than  towards  a  member  of  the  Tepuhlic^x 
^'  becaufe  that  would  be  equally  violatrDgtli^  gpoid 
f  V  fwUi>  under  which  focieties  rely  upon  each  ojiher, 
^^J^  making  peace. and  war;,  aiul  it  >^oul4(bQ dc^ 
1^  ftroyiog  the  general  foclety  of  the  humaA^oe 
^^  which  as  eilablilhed  by  the  cpurfe  of  nature  ;.an4 
^^,(thc  philofoper  adds)  by  thie  will  of  th^  Qods/f 
[^  What  wiCdpm  there  is  Ibundia  thi3&ntence;ifrj^ca 
«€  C0me  to  analize  it !  The  kw  9f  natur^  ibfi 
|0fitiye  law  of  particular  (ocktics,  and  th^siaw  of 
^[^)e^  iettu  to  be  founded  oa:  it.  Folitu^iam  have 
^efi Jfs  Qumy  mon?  words  upon  this  fubje^  Jhi£ 
amc, iifvc ikad ib  much  to ^  .  ,.,   .  ,, 

The  work  from  whence  I  h«re  iianipf«ed  ,1^^ 
t^'^tylL  ide»,  comiuns  other  xnttbt,  whicbi.  it  is 
jjQipf^^Am  tK  i^^-j.  There  j^  pne  ^pftfi»gc.  ii»  p^^ 

£»  q(  toe  jyfteai  ^veo  by  Beccai 
^..^^'^W-?*.  *?4.  ?W»^««s». 

f  *  ty^  but  in  proportion  as  it  isj\itc ;  a,Q4  :if  it. jvas 
crioi'^ 


>  ^-    *  ^.  • 


^  ought  only  to  redrefs  the  wnemgy  «Bd  lamf'ite 
••  culprit  to  repent* 

'  '*  The  vengeance  of  the  laws  has  the  fiune  ttud 
■^  fowardsindividuah  andtotirardsotberftatesj  fh>txi 
^  whence  it  evidently  refults,  that  the  lawsofwar 
^  can  never  be  reduced  into  any  fjrfttm  hot  tnt 
*•  purely  defenfive*  If  it  was  ofFenfive,  jtifticc  would 
^^  be  violated  ^  as  well  as  the  laws  which  (he  efta- 
^  bliihes  equally  between  fociety  and  focietyy  tt 
•*  between  one  member  of  fociety  and  another.^ 

Who  could  have  believed  that  fuch  a  nuucira 
would  have  fprung  from  the  mind  of  a  RomaD^  of 
ft  conful  of  that  republic^  which  was  almoft  coQtK 
flually  making  offenfive  wars  >  But  fo  trae  it  n, 
that  reafon  exalts  us  above  all  national  ^cpinioRt^ 
ftod  that  philofophy  makes  the  whole  world  our 
country ;  juftice  our  firft  law ;  and  viftue  our  great 
impulfive  principle. 

^^  The  laws  of  war  (proceeds  Cicero)  arrfeund- 
^^  ed  on  the  natural  right  of  avenging  injuries^  of 
^  repelling  violence,  and  of  temumuing  quarrels 
'<  by  force*  Reafon  is  given  to  man  for  the  guide 
'^  of  his  a£bions ;  therefore  he  tnuft  only  risa^irco 
^  force  when  reafon  and  the  difcuffion  of  his  rights 
•*  are  infufficient.  ' 

^^  When  men^  in  a  focial  ftate,  are  obliged  to 
^'  make  war,  their  only  objeft  (hould  be  to  aflure 
'^  the  repofe  of  tht  ftate,  and  to  cover  it  froiaiit- 
'^  fults.    When  that  end  is  accdmpliflied,  the  war 

ccfluiald 


^10xoM^cfta£:.  JChecefore  peace  cannot  he  refined 
^'  to  an  enemy,  even  when  the  breach  is  made«    ,  «« 

1^/.^  A&p-ji  vidory,  no  cruelty  muft  be  ezerciied 
VrtOf^^dft.  the  vanqmfhedy  if  attention  is  (hewn/^* 
*\Tff]^^j^Q  laws  of  war  require :  an4  the  conquerf* 
^^wanirCannot-refufe  to  proteA  the  conquered  by  the 
^iferce^ofarms.' 

..^f^Tiaeatles,  aiade^  with  an  eilemy  muit  be  (crtb* 
%  pulQuily  obferved,  and  with  good  faith ;  that  is^ 
*^  a£C9t^JiH^  toibe  intent  and  principle  of  the  convention^. 
^f^f/i^.:^o^  afcording  to  the  litei'd  expreffion^* 
\^  Tlyifflfpriny  fo  true  in  politics^  is  not  fufficienC^. 
Ij^tfefpeAed^  J  do  not  mean  by  the  barbarous  (lates^^ 
bi)t,by.thf  powers  of  Europe.  M.  de  Mably  re-, 
ponsa^^oof  of  it  in  his  treatife  on  the  law  of  na^ 

^pns,  .;.,, .     , 

^^i^,ln.f733-^iaysujie)  the  court  of  France  fent, 
^^  fome  battallions  to  the  relief  of  Dantzick,  wherp, 
^SStaJAAaws  .was  befieged.  by  the  Ruffian  army^ 
V  and,^bt9^;iw:cak  body  of  troops  was  obliged  to  qa-. 
^Vpi^^tef . :  <  i^jliLe  commanding  officer  contented 
^^hix^lelf  unfortunately  with  ilipuiating,  that  they-, 
^-,Jbtnd4ybe  oinduQed  to. fome  port  in  the  Baltic  fea* 

,  f ^  The  intention  of  the  commander  was.  that, 
^'  they  (hould  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  he  expefted  to 
^Mv^ve  them  tranfponed  to  fome  neutral  port  i  but 
*f  Count  Munik  fent  them  to  Peterfbourg,  where 
'^  thsy  were  treated  as  prifoners  of  w<ar ;  and  it  was. 

a,Ueg^  by  the  Count  that  the  agreement  wa* 
t^f9h^*  '<?.'■         itilfiUe'd, 


€i 
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if-^  fulfilled^  as  they  were  condufted  to  a  port  of  the 

/*  Baltic.     And  (continues  M.  de  Mably)  regard- 

^^  ing  the  letter  of  a  treaty  as  more  decifive  than 

/*  tb^  evident  intention,   the  French  officer  was 

'*  accufed  of  careleflhefs  or  ignorance  ;  and  it  .was 

.^^  barely  faid  that  the  Ruffian  general  had  not  been 

*^  generous  in  taking  fuch  an  advantage^  without 

**  his  being  accufed  of  infidelity/* 

But  to  return  to  Cicero : 

^^  The  abufe  (fays  he)  which  is  fomctini^s  made 

^^  of  the  Words  and  expreffions  of  a  treaty,  when 

.*'  they  arc  contradidory  to  the  intention  with 

^^  which  it  was  made,  is  a  perfidy  like  that  which 

''  a  certain  general  committed,  who,  having  made 

'^  a  truce  for  Mrty  ^j,  ravaged  the  couxKry  every 

*<  night/' 

.  \   Cicero  takes  occafion  here  to  extol  the  ftriA 

,  principles  of  his  republic,  by  relating  the  decifion 

,.of  the  cenfors,  who  degraded  ten  foldiers,  pfiibners 

,  ja  the  camp  of  Hannibal,  becaufe,  being  fui&red  to 

^o  out  on  their  promife  of  returning,  thfsy  bad 

broken  their  parole. 

Cicero,  in  vaunting  of  the  good  faith  of  his  coun- 
try in  its  treaties,  fhews  himfelf  more  of  a  I^pillan 
than  a  philofopher,  for  their  good  faith  hadTretired 
.with  their  virtues* 

•     Regulus,  returning  voluntarily  to  Cartha^  to 
.  fuffer  a  dreadful  death,  proved  how  much  the  pro- 
he  had  givea  of  iieQariUDg  ^thej(^  if  be  could 

not 
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not  bring  his  fellow  ckizens  to  a  peice^  prcdomi- 
iiatcd  over  every  thing*  But  this  was  rather  thd 
>rirtuc  of  Regulus  than  of  his  republic* 

Let  tis  confult  Mbntefquieu  on  the  manlier  in 
if hfch  the  Romans  made  their  treaties :  and  with* 
out  blaming  Cicero  for  gloffing  over  that  which 
might  hatve  drawn  reproach  upon  his  country,  we 
ihali  fee  at  leafl:  to  which  of  the  two  we  ought  to 
give  credit  on  this  occafion. 

**  As  the  Romans  (fays  Montefquieu)  never 
'^  made  peace  with  good  faith  ;  and  that^  in  the 
^'  defign  of  invading  all^  their  treaties  were  pro-^ 
**  periy  but  fufpenfions  of  arms,  they  always  intro^ 
*'  duced  fuch  conditions  as  mud  lead  to  the  ruin 
*^  of  the  ftate  which  accepted  them* 

**  Sometimes  they  availed  themfelves  of  thefub* 
'^  tile  terms  of  their  language,  to  abufe  thofewhom 
'*  they  treated  with.  This  was  the  cafe,  when  they 
^^  de(koyed  Carthage ;  faying,  that  they  had  only 
*'  promi&d  to  fave  the  city  not  the  town*  Theyi 
^^  alfo  deceived  the  Etolians,  ^ho  abandotud  them" 
^^  fthes  to  their  faith f  by  faying  that  the  figni- 
^*  fication  of  thefe  words  imported  the  giving  up 
^  <d  every  thing ;  of  their  peribns,  lands,  cities^ 
**  temples,  and  fepulchres. 

**  When  one  of  their  generals  made  peace,  in  or- 
'^  der  to fixve  his  army,  on  the  point  of  perilling,  the 
**  fenate,  who  would  not  ratify  the  treaty,  profited*^ 
'^  by  itj  and  tbei)  continued thewan  Thus  too,  when 

G  a  •^  Jugur- 
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^^  Jugurtha  after  furrounding  a  Roman  army,  fuf* 
*^  fered  them  to  depart  on  the  faith  of  a  treaty,  even 
^^  the  very  troops  which  he  had  faved,  fought 
*'  againft  him.  When  the  Numantines  had  re- 
*^  duced  twenty  thoufand  Romans,  ready  to  expire 
**  by  famine,  to  folicit  peace ;  this  peace,  which 
'*  had  faved  fomany  citizens,  was  broken  at  Rome, 
**  and  they  eluded  the  public  faith,  by  fending 
^*  back  the  conful  who  had  figned  it." 

Even  Cicero  acknowledges  that  the  republic  of 
Rome  was  debafed  by  the  fenate,  which  extorted 
from  certain  cities  the  tribute  that  had  been  remit- 
ted by  Sylla,  notwithftanding  the  fum  which  they 
had  payed  for  tlie  remiffion. 

From  this  opinion  of  Montefquieu,  we  may 
conclude,  as  well  as  from  the  general  review  we 
have  taken,  that  the  Romans  ought,  for  the  fup- 
port  of  their  grandeur,  or  at  leaft  of  theil:  glory,  to 
have  adopted  thefe  maxims  of  C»rero,  on  the  good 
faith  which  ought  to  be  the  foul  of  treaties. 

To  the  engagements  of  nation  with  nation  may 
very  properly  be  applied  what  Cicero  fays  refpedt- 
ing  private  engagements :  "  Exceptions  mud  be 
*^  made  (fays  he)  when,  contrary  to  all  juftice,  the/ 
**  have  been  fubfcribed  to  through  fear,  or  forced 
**  from  the  party  by  violence.'*  Thus,  in  cafes 
where  an  enemy,  abufing  his  viftory,  and  taking 
advantage  of  the  terror  of  a  vanquifhed  people, 
impofes,  as  the  conditions  of  peace,  tliat  they  (hall 

change 
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change  their  religious  worflaip;  and  not  only  deli- 
ver up  their  arms,  but  ceafe  to  acknowledge  for 
king  the  prince  upon  whom  the  general  will  and 
the  law  have  conferred  that  title ;  a  treaty,  which, 
contained  fuch  conditions,  could  not  bind  a  van- 
quiftied  people,  becaufe  it  would  contradift  the  firfl 
rules  of  juftice. 

Religious  worfliip  belongs  to  the  opinions  of 
men :  when  a  nation  has  adopted  that  which  they 
conceive  the  beft,  the  moft  worthy  of  the  Deity, 
no  power  on  earth  has  a  right  to  prefcribe  an- 
other. 

Defence  is  a  natural  law  :  and  to  require  of  a 
people,  that  they  (hould  ceafe  to  fabricate  or  to 
procure  arms  to  defend  their  poffeffion?,  would  be 
to  impofc  an  unjuft  reftraint  upon  them ;  and  if  they 
have  been  forced  to  fubfcribe  to  it,  by  the  fear  of 
annihilation,  they  may,  without  breach  of  faith, 
refume  the  free  exercife  of  their  faculties  and  of  the 
rights  of  men.  It  is  not  then  the  vanquiftied 
who  do  wrong,  by  infringing  a  treaty,  it  is  the 
vanquiflier,  by  having  inferted  an  article  contradic- 
tory to  natural  juftice. 

In  fine,  the  people  who  have  chofen  a  king; 
who  have  placed  him  on  the  throne,  and 
fworn  fidelity  to  him,  are  bound  by  that  firft 
oath ;  and  the  conquerors  can  neither  annul  that 
oath,  nor  impofe  a  law  to  compel  them  to  fub- 

G  3  mit 
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tnit  to  any  other  monarch,  not  freely  elected  bf 

them. 

The  origin  of  kings  and  of  written  laws,  accord- 
ing to  Cicero,  was  this  :  **  Men,  united  in  fociety, 
^'  found  the  neceffity  of  having  fome  laws  eftablifli* 
*^  ed,  which  ftiould  be  equally  binding  to  all.  The 
"  poorer  part  finding  themfelves  oppreffcd  by  the 
**  rich,  had  recourfe  to  fome  man,  diftinguifhed  for 
*^  his  virtue,  to  inforce  the  obfervance  of  juftice, 
**  The  wifdom  of  the  firft  kings,  thus  chofen,  fup- 
*'  plied  the  place  of  laws ;  but  men  found  that  they 
*'  might  not  always  have  a  good  king ;  they  thcrc- 
*'  fore  wrote  down  the  laws,  that  the  rights  of  cki* 
^'  zens  might  be  invariably  fixed/* 

After  having  thus,  extrafted  from  the  Offices  of 
Cicero  all  which  relates  to  natural  right,  and  to  the  . 
rights  of  men,  it  remains  for  me  to  confider  what 
he  has  written  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  in  his  Treatifc 
on  the  Laws, 

Unfortunately  a  great  part  of  that  work  has  not 
defcendcd  down  to  us,  and  the  depriving  us  of  it, 
is  not  one  of  the  Icaft  important  loiTes  which  we 
have  fuftained,  by  the  invafion  of  ignorance  and 
barbarifm.  But  men,  who  acknowledged  no  fight 
but  that  of  the  fword,  no  law  but  that  of  con- 
queft,  were  not  likely  to  pay  any  great  regard 
to  the  obfervations  of  a  philofopher  on  juftice 
and  injuftice :  fuch  obfervations  would  be  as  im- 
potent, as  the  plea  of  right  and  reafon  againfi:  the 

rapacity 
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npacky  of  a  warlike  troops  to  whom  theif  chiefs 
had  promifed  the  rich  fpoils  of  the  vanquifhed. 
■  It  mufl  be  acknowledge  that  the  Romans  were 
lefs  auchorifed  than  any  other  nation,  to  give  lejOTons 
to  conquerors ;  or  to  endeavour  to  flop  others  by 
tke  laws  of  juflice  and  the  rules  of  propriety,  (incc 
tbey  had  nev^r  fet  any  bounds  to  their  own  fchemes 
ofconquefl, 

Cicero  thinks  that  the  juflice  of  focial  laws  is 
not  abfolute,  for  that  juflice  depends  only  on 
its  own  effence.  '^  Laws  devifed  by  men  (fays  he) 
**  may  fwerve  widely  from  juflice;  but  they  are  not 
*^  true  laws,  they  ought  not  even  to  bear  the 
**  name. 

'  **  If  (continues  Cicero)  the  will  of  the  people, 
^  the  ordinances  of  a  fenate,  the  decifions  of  ma- 
*^  giftrates,  could  determine  what  is  jufl,  we  need 
**  only  gain  fufTrages,  and  enfure  a  majority  of 
**  votes,  for  rendering  robbery,  theft,  adultery,  and 
^*  the  forging  of  teftaments  legal. 

*'  We  have  no  other  rule  (fays  he)  for  diflin- 
•^^  guifiiing  a  good  law  from  a  bad  one  but  nature. 
^*  The  fenfe  with  which  we  are  all  endowed,  en- 
*^  ables  us  to  difcem  what  is  juft  from  what  is  un- 
**  juft;  what  is  proper  from  what  is  improper." 

It  refults  from  this  truth,  that  all  legiflators  ought, 
before  they  form  a  law,  to  confuk  nature;  and 
examine  whether  what  they  are  going  to  ordain  ac- 
irords  with  that  fentiment  of  juflice,  which  is  found 
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in  every  mind :  and  if,  in  the  work  I  have  been 
analizingy  we  could  find  but  this  one  impon^nt 
maxim ;  it  is  fo  beautiful,  fo  inftrudive^  that  it 
would  not  be  too  dearly  obtained  at  any  price. 

Cicero  was  of  opinion,  that  a  law  ought  to  be 
preceded  by  an  explanation  of  the  motives  which 
occafioned  it ;  but  Seneca  differs  widely  from  him 
in  this  point.  *^  A  law  (fays  Seneca)  (hould  be 
"^  ftiort,  that  every  perfon  may  retain  it  in  their 
*^  memory :  it  Ihould  ftrike  the  mind  fuddenly  like 
*^  a  voice  from  heaven ;  it  (hould  command,  and 
*^  not  be  the  fubjeft  of  difcuflSon.**  So  entirely 
were  the  thoughts  of  thefe  men  influenced  by  the 
circumftances  under  which  they  wrote  ! 

The  opinion  of  Cicero  is  that  of  a  republican, 
who  makes  great  account  of  the  voluntary  confent 
of  the  people  to  whom  the  law  is  addrelTed.  The 
opinion  of  Seneca  is  that  of  a  writer,  whofe  mind  is 
already  debafed  by  fervitude :  he  fees  in  the  em- 
peror, who  governs,  the  image  of  a  God  command- 
ing mortals.  To  remember  and  to  obey  the  law, 
are,  in  his  idea,  the  right  and  duty  of  the  people. 
But,  in  running  over  the  books  of  the  laws,  we  dif- 
cover  that,  if  Seneca  could  not  defend  his  reafbn 
from  the  afcendency  of  defpotifm,  Cicero  could 
not  guard  his  from  the  influence  of  augurial  dig- 
nity ;  he  has  the  weaknefs  to  extol  the  miniftry  of 
tugures  and  aufpices ! 

Ho 
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''  *  'He  might  perhaps  have  defervcd  praife  for  his 
'  diflimulation,  if  he  had  contented  himfelf  with 
feigning  a  religious  refpeft  for  thofe  ancient  telre- 
jnoriies,  which  fuperftition  had  multiplied ;  becaufc 
'  tiiey  attached  the  people  to  their  temples,  to  their 
pontiffs,  and  added  to  the  empire  of  morality  that 
of  the  fear  of  the  Gods,  But  for  a  philofopher  to 
degrade  his  wifdom  fo  far,  as  to  recommend,  under 
fain  of  deathy  a  blind  deference  for  the  decifions  of 
thefe  privileged  impbftures,  who  fet  themfelves 
above  the  law  ;  who  could  difconcert  the  prudence 
of  a  general ;  break  up  a  public  affembly ;  flop  a 
-vife  decree  of  the  fenate,  by  ungencrouily  fporting 
with  the  credulity  of  the  people. 

When  Cicero  endeavours  to  demonftrate  the  cer- 
cainty  of  their  prdfages,  by  fables  drawn  from  anti- 
quity, we  lofe  at  once  all  that  admiration,  which 
incrcafed  as  we  read  his  Treatife  on  the  Laws:  and 
the  writer,  whofe  wifdom  we  there  contemplated 
with  fo  much  delight,  feems  to  refemble  one  of 
thofe  ancient  ftatues,  whofe  graceful,  nay  almoft 
divine  forms  terminated  in  a  manner  which  an- 
nounced a  (hameful  origin. 

•What  Cicero  fays  in  the  third  book  of  the  Laws, 
is  foreign  to  our  fubjeft.  It  is  of  no  importance 
to  us,  to  know  what  ought  to  be  the  eftabliftied 
rerm  for  ^n  edile  to  hold  his  office,  the  bufinefs  of 
which  was  fimilar  to  that  of  our  magiftrates  of  po- 
lice.   The  lelTons  which  he  gives  to  cenfors  are 

alfo 
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ahb  ufclcfs  to  people  who  are  raifed  above  cen- 
fure. 

His  opinion  concerning  the  utility  of  the  tri- 
bunes honouring  the  fenator^  who  had  frequent 
occafion  to  complain  of  their  preponderance^  is 
likewife  of  little  moment  to  us.  If  we  had  tri- 
bunes, we  ftiould  be  able  to  prevent  troubles  and 
feclitions,  and  dirtft  the  people  to  more  legal  pur- 
fuits.  They  ought  not  to  be  eleded  out  of  every 
clafs. 

It  would  be  neceffary  that  thefe  new  tribunes, 
inveftcd  with  the  public  agency,  (hould  be  neither 
the  creatures  of  the  king  nor  the  creatures  of  the 
magiftrates ;  but  the  men  of  the  people,  for  watch- 
ing over  the  execution  of  the  decrees  of  the  nation, 
and  the  police  regulations ;  accelerating  juftice 
in  the  tribunals;  infpefting  prifons  and  hofpitals; 
and  defending  the  weak  from  all  injuftice  and  op- 
prefiion, 

Cicero  declaims  with  reafon,  in  his  third  book 
of  Laws,  againft  the  mode  of  eledtion  by  ballot, 
which  was  juft  then  eftablifhedat  Rome;  and  which 
was  afterwards  extended  to  decifions  in  the  trials 
of  capital  offenders,  and  to  the  admiffion  of  new 
laws. 

^'  This  mode  (fays  Cicero)  which  feems  to  give 
**  more  liberty  to  opinion,  has  been  invented  by 
**  the  enemies  of  public  welfare.  It  leaves  a  field 
'^  to  intrigue  and  cabal;  and  the  great  can  pur- 

^^  chafe 
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^^  chafe  votes  with  much  more  facility,  whcii  it  is 
*^  impoffible  to  difcover  thofe  who  have  fold  their 
«*  fuffrages-" 

This  truth  was  perceived  by  our  reprefentatives, 
when  they  preferred  the  nominal  appeal  to  the 
mode  of  balloting ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
fame  noble  freedom  will  be  adopted  in  our  tribu- 
nals, as  magiftrates  are  accountable  to  the  public 
for  their  decifions.  If  they  are  juft,  they  cannot 
be  avowed  too  publicly;  if  they  are  iniquitous, 
they  fliould  be  branded  with  ftiame.  If  a  magi- 
ftrate  has  not  courage  to  refift  feduftion,  or  the  in- 
fluence of  a  prevailing  opinion,  let  him  refign  his 
office ;  but  give  him  not  an  opportunity  of  conceal- 
ing his  wickednefs  in  the  gloom  of  fecrecy ;  nor 
fuffer  him,  involved  in  the  multitude  of  his  col- 
leagues, and  adding  falfehood  to  iniquity,  to  take 
refuge  from  cenfure,  by  faying,  ^^  If  the  decree  is 
pnjujl,  it  is  not  my  fault,  I  caft  in  my  negative  againf  it. 
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CHAP-    IV. 


Of  the  Germanic  Constitution, 

v^Fall  the  conftitutions  which  exift  at  this  day, 
the  Germanic  conftitution is  the  mod  complicated; 
and  it  is  of  all  others  the  one  which  there*  is  the 
greateft  neceffity  for  tracing  through  all  its  rela- 
tions ;  becaufe  it  forms  the  central  point  in  which 
the  interefts  of  the  principal  ftates  of  Europe  arc 
united.  The  aflemblagc  and  organization  of  its 
parts  has  had  no  model  in  antiquity. 

Aweful  from  its  force,  aftonifhing  from  the  ac- 
cordance of  its  powers,  it  may  be  compared  to 
thofe  machines  whofe  wheels,  though  of  different 
diameters,  turn  in  concert,  and  give  motion  to 
many  levers  which  aft  and  re-aft  upon  each  other 
continually.  On  examining  this  complex  fyftem 
with  attention,  we  perceive  that  a  more  fimplc  one 
might  be  devifed,  which  would  anfwer  the  purpofe 
better,  and  at  lefs  coft ;  but  who  would  dare  even 
to  fugged  the  idea  of  a  reform  fo  contrary  to  the 
ftrongeft  of  the  human  paffions  ?  I  (hall  only  detail 
the  conftituent  parts  of  this  body,  and  defcribe 
their  movements. 

Hitherto 


Of  the  Germanic  Confiitutm.  93 

Hitherto  we  have  confidered  no  other  chiefs  of 
fociety  but  kings  and  fenators ;  and  no  defenders 
of  the  privileges  of  the  people  but  the  ephori, 
tribunes,  and  orators.  Now  we  are  going  to  dif* 
cover  fovereignty  in  greater  fplendour;  but  we 
(hall  at  the  fame  time  obferve,  that  what  it  gains 
in  pomp,  it  lofes  in  power  ;  and  that  if  this  fove- 
reign  does  not  poffefs  other  dominions,  befidei 
thofe  annexed  to  his  fovereignty,  he  will  be  fur- 
rounded  only  with  the  creatures  of  his  greatnefs ; 
who,  after  having  humbled  themfelves  for  a  mo* 
ment  before  the  idol  they  have  chofen,  will  proudly 
turn  upon  him  and  become  his  rivals. 

We  perceive,  placed  at  a  great  diftance  from 
each  other,  a  multitude  of  princes  intoxicated  with 
their  titles ;  whofe  imion  prefenls  a  fpeftacle  fo 
truly  extravagant,  that  thofe  who  contemplate  it 
know  not  whether  they  (hall  blufh  or  laugh  at  the 
fcene  before  them.  What  can  indeed  be  more  ri- 
diculous than  a  college  of  petty  fovereigns,  fomedif- 
playing  the  manners  of  cavaliers,  others  thofe  of  pre- 
lates ;  many  appearing  as  ecclefiaftics,  and  fome  re- 
prefcnting  abbefles.  With  what  a  variety  of  fenti- 
ments  muft  the  mind  be  affailed,  when  it  beholds 
this  motley  train,  and  is  direfted  to  regard  them  as 
the  princes  of  the  empire ;  as  the  chiefs  of  the 
moft  populous  country  of  the  univerfe* 

If,   after  having  fighed  over  fuch    a  fpeftacle 
of  vanity,  we  penetrate  this  perpetual  diet ;  be- 
hold 
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bold  it  employed  in  regulating  tfce  wrfc  and  pre- 
cedence of  its  members;  and  fpending  fo  "many 
years  in  determining  the  miautcft  pretenfions ;  'hovr 
muft  our  reafon  be  hurt  at  feeing  thefe  grave  per- 
(bnages  attaching  fo  much  importance  to  chi- 
meras^ and  fo  little  to  realities.  It  is  necefiary  to 
dwell  on  thefe  puerile  details,  becaufe  they  form  a 
part  of  the  conftitution  we  are  confidering. 

Before  we  examine  the  fundamental  laws,  let  w 
enquire  into  the  origin  of  this  empire,  whofe  throne 
is  raifed  on  the  very  fpot  which  produced  the  dc- 
ftroyers  of  the  Roman  empire. 

Germany  was  at  that  time  divided  into  fix  prin« 
cipal  nations :  the  Swabians,  the  Bavarians,  the 
Thuringeans,  the  Saxons,  the  Frizons,  and  the 
Franks.  Each  of  thefe  had  a  chief  whom  tbey 
dignified  with  the  title  of  duke,  and  they  ^H 
united  for  repelling  in  concert  the  northern  tribes, 
who  feemed  to  wander  from  one  extremity  of  the 
globe  to  the  other,  in  fearch  of  a  more  temperate 
climate,  and  more  fertile  foil. 

The  franks  at  laft  animated  with  a  fpirit  of  dt>- 
mination,  declared  waragainil  their  allies,  andfub- 
jugated  them ;  but  they  fuffered  them  to  retam 
their  own  chiefs,  and  their  own  laws. 

Charlemagne  at  the  head  of  the  franks,  who 
iffued  from  Gaul  like  an  overflowing  torrent,  re- 
united all  the  nations  under  his  authority;  and 
growing  jealous  of  the  power  of  their  dukes,  he 

depofed 
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« 

.  f4^poied  thetn^  and  fubilkuted  in  th^ir  room  the 
,^  counts,  who  were  hij  lieutenants, 
sr.     Under  this  great  monarch  the  empire  difcovcred 
nothing  of  its  prefent  conflitutiony  and  the  throne 
was  then  hereditary.  The  dukes,  kept  under  by  the 
afcendency  of  the  conqueror,  did  not  endeavour  to 
emerge  from  the  ftate  of  humiliation  into  wliich  they 
had  been  plunged.  They  did  not  oppofe  the  nam- 
ing his  Ton  for  his  fuccefibr,  but  the  weaknefs  of 
,;lhatfon  emboldened  them  to  revive  their  claims. 
.    Hitherto  there  had  been  no  title  to  this  great 
monarchy  but  that  of  conqueft ;  and  the  treaty  of 
.  Verdun,  made  in  the  year  843,  was  the  firft  which 
^^cd  the  re-union  of  the  vaft  dominions  of  Charlc- 
..juagne,    which    it  divided  among    the  children 
,af  Louis  le  Debonnaire.     Germany  fell  to  Louis 
{ fGecmanicus,  not  by  cleft  ion  but  lucceflion;  for  it 
,wa3  not  until  after  the  extinction  of  Charlemagne's 
.  dfcfcendants  in  the  year  911,  that  the  empire  be- 
i;a,me  ele&ive. 

The  ftates  then  conferred  it  on  Conrade,  and 
.  afterwards  on  Henry  of  Saxony. 
,.   The  fuccefsful  expeditions  of  Otho  into  Italy, 
.produced  the  re-union  of  the  two  empires,  and 
were  the.  firft  caufe  of  the  troubles  which  fpread 
themfelves  through  Germany :   for  this  re-union 
.  raifed  between  tlic  emperors-  and  the  popes  a  ri- 
.  valry  of  power,  which  has  thrown  the  vcil^f  dark- 
,  i^efs  and  fuperfti(ion  aver  the  Jitfiory.of  that  period. 
lAilf  A  behold  on  one  fide,  under  Henry  III.  an  em- 
peror 
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peror  dcpofc  three  popes,  while  the  emperor  Menfjf 
the  Fourth  was  in  his  turn  excommunicated ^  and 
Ihortly  after  depofed :  and  in  1122,  Henry  V. 
concluded  a  treaty,  by  which  he  renounced  the 
inveftiture  of  ecclefiaftical  dignities. 

In  this  ftruggle  between  the  imperial  and  triple 
croAvns,  the  latter,  aided  by  the  arms  of  religion, 
difengaged  Rome  from  the  fovereignty  of  the  em- 
peror ;  deprived  Matilda  of  the  fucceffion ;  and 
under  the  reign  of  Frederick  II.  all  the  authority 
of  the  German  emperors  in  Italy  was  extinguifhed 
and  wholly  difappeared* 

The  death  of  William,  count  of  Holland,  who 
had  been  elected  by  the  dates,  was  followed  with 
that  long  interregnum  fo  fatal  to  the  people  of 
Germany;  and  it  was  then  feen  that  the  greateft 
misfortune  which  can  happen  to  fubjedts,  is  to  be 
under  authority  placed  at  a  diftance  from  them ; 
and  which,  pretending  to  derive  all  its  power 
from  heaven,  ftill  interferes  with  the  concerns  of 
the  world ;  holds  domination  over  thrones  ;  places 
upon  them  fuch  princes  as  it  believes  mod  difpofed 
to  favour  its  projefts;  entertains  in  foreign  nations 
a  militia  enrolled  under  its  banners  ;  which  is  paid 
by  fuperftiiion,  and  ready  to  be  oppofed  at  will 
to  the  power  of  empires. 

During  the  continuance  of  this  bloody  anarchy, 
the  princes  and  nobles,  and  the  cities  which  called 
themfelves  free,  extremely  increafed  and  drength^ 

encd 
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ened  their  own  privileges^  by  alternately  favouring 
and  oppoiing  thofe  who  pretended  to  the  imperial 
crowns  Powerful  individuals  availed  themfelves^ 
as  a  kind  of  plea  for  their  injuftice  and  vengeance^ 
of  what  is  called  le  droit  manuaire j  or  the  right  of  cd^ 
USmg  manorial  duties.  This  they  performed  by  openly 
attacking  their  enemies,  fetting  fire  to  their  caflles^ 
ravaging  their  lands,  carrying  off  all  they  could 
find,  and  even  obliging  the  owners  to  fly  until  they 
could  mufter  fufficient  force  to  make  reprifals« 
Thefe  horrid  a&s  of  outrage  had,  like  duels,  their 
rules  and  principles :  defiance  was  firfi:  fent  in 
three  different  forms  :  the  firft  in  perfon ;  the  fe- 
cond  by  verbal  meflage,  expreffive  of  the  fame  dem- 
ilance; and  the  third  by  letters,  conceived  in  thefe 
terms,  *^  We  the  noble  —  make  known  to  you 

^* that  not  having  been  able  to  obtain  our 

**  rights,  we  announce  to  you  our  intention  to  pur- 
'*  fue  you  with  pillage;  fire,  and  fword  :  we  are 
^*  againft  you  and  your  allies,  and  the  allies  of  your 
^^  allies.    You  may  exped:  us  three  days  and  three 

€1  nights ." 

It  is  necefTary  to  obferve,  that  it  was  not  until 
thefe  exceiTes  had  been  pradtifed  for  a  confiderable 
time  without  advertifement,  and  without  prelimina- 
ries, that  fuch  adls  of  hoftility  were  preceded  by  thp. 
fame  forms  ufed  by  fovereigns  in  making  war ; 
and  by  all  thofe  rules,  which  men  have  prefumed: 
to  call  the  rules  of  honour.  The  lower  clairesj[)C 
^  Vol.  I.  H  fubjeds. 


0 

9$  Of  the  Gemtanic  CmJitutM'. 

t 

fubjefts,  as  well  as  the  nobles,  made  it  their  gloiy 
to  engage  in  thofe  outrages. 

The  emperors  could  not,  for  fome  centuries,  put 
an  end  to  this  barbarifm,'  though  all  their  powcf 
was  employed  againft  it ;  and  they  were  obliged 
at  laft  to  compound  with  the  plunderers,  by  con- 
fining their  exceffes  to  certain  daytj  and  to  certain 
privileged  places.  When  we  confider  the  accounts 
tranfmitted  to  us  of  the  manners  of  antiquity^  and 
compare  them  with  the  hiftory  of  thefe  more  mo* 
dern  times,  we  aknoft  believe  the  world  muft  have 
been  peopled  with  a  different  fpecies  of  men. 

Fanaticifin,  the  abufe  of  religion,  and  falfe 
principles  of  heroifm  and  greatnefe,  Ijiave  fo  ob- 
fcured  our  ideas,  that  we  feem  to  deviate  from 
morality  and  reafon  in  proportion,  as  we  feek  to 
raife  our  thoughts  of  them  to  a  fublimer  height* 
The  traniition  from  error  to  truth,  cannot  be  cffed- 
ed  without  producing  great  diforders  in  fociety  } 
and  that  is  probably  the  reafon  why  wife  men  have 
been  afraid  to  attempt  too  fudden  a  change  in  the 
opinions  of  mankind,  however  vicious  thofe  opi- 
tnons  might  be. 

Before  chriftianity  had  purified  the  human 
mind,  how  many  misfortunes  did  its  truths,  ill 
explained,  and  ftill  more  ill  conceived,  occaiion 
in  the  world :  and  how  much  blood  did  they 
caufe  to  be  fhed  in  the  eaftern  and  weftern  em- 
pires, and  in  Germany  !  If  the  popes  had  con- 
tented themfelves  with  explaining  to  the  people 

their 
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their  legal  rights,  without  endeavouring  to  ufurp 
any  others  :  if  they  had  fought  to  reign  only  by 
the  power  of  wifdom :  if,  in  exalting  the  papal 
chair  above  all  thrones,  they  had  betrayed  no  views 
but  thofe  of  watching  over  the  government  of  princes 
exhorting  them,  with  more  efFeft,  in  confequence  of 
their  fuperiority,  totheexercifeofjuftice;  andimer- 
pofing  their  mediation  in  all  their  differences,  for  the 
fingle  purpofe  of  reftoring  peace  :  if  reducing  to  fim- 
plc  principles  the  truths  of  which  they  called  them- 
felves  the  interpreters,  they  had  by  them^  afforded 
confolation  to  the  unhappy,  and  hope  to  the  op- 
preflTed ;  and  if  their  anger  had  been  always  righte- 
ous, and  their  proteftion  always  equitably  afforded^ 
what  authority  would  they  have  tranfmitted  to  their 
fucceffors ;  what  crowns  of  true  glory  would  have 
accumulated  on  their  heads  !  They  would  have 
been  the  fathers  of  all  people,  the  princes  of  all 
princes,  and  none  would  have  dared  to  difputewith 
them  the  empire  of  virtue* 

Unfortunately,  however,  the  popes  from  being 
at  firft  the  fubjefts  of  kings,  could  not  content 
themfelves  with  being  their  rivals  in  power,  but 
they  determined  to  domineer  over  them ;  and, 
ftrong  in  the  weaknefs  of  the  people,  they  elevated 
or  degraded  fovereigns  at  their  pleafure.  Germany 
felt  more  than  any  other  chriftian  ftate,  the  in- 
fluence of  their  ambitious  projefts. 

At  length  the  eledtion  of  Rhodolph  of  Hapfburg, 

H  2  which 
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which  took  place  in  1273,  by  a  general  comprt-' 
mife  among  the  eleftors,  drew  this  vaft  empiie 
from  the  exhauftcd  and  chaotic  (late,  into  which 
it  had  been  plunged  by  the  long  interregnum. 
From  this  emperor  fprung  all  the  princes  of  the 
houfe  of  Auflria. 

The  long  vacancy  of  the  imperial  throne,  was  no 
lefs  favourable  in  Italy,  than  in  Germany,  to  the 
liberty  of  many  cities  which  depended  on  the  em- 
pire. Rhodolph,  too  weak  to  bring  them  again  to 
obedience,  judged  it  expedient  to  confirm  their 
independence,  on  their  paying  him  certain  fums  of 
money. 

Adolphus,  count  of  Naffaw,  was  depofed  by  the 
princes  of  Germany,  after  having  been  eledted  by 
a  compromife  of  the  eleftor  of  Mayence.  Al- 
bert, of  Auftria,  eledted  in  the  room  of  the  count 
of  Naffaw,  maintained  his  cleftion  both  againft 
his  rival,  whom  he  killed  at  the  battle  of  Spires, 
and  againft  the  pope  ;  who  after  having  fummoned 
him  to  appear  before  him,  /;/  order  to  purge  himfelf 
from  excommunication y  humbly  called  him  to  his  aid 
againft  Philip  the  Bald ;  and  not  only  acknow- 
ledged him  for  emperor,  but  added  to  the  title  that 
of  king  of  France,  which  he  faid  muft  undoubt- 
edly make  part  of  the  German  empire,  becaufc 
the  empire  made  part  of  the  dominions  of  France, 
under  the  reign  of  Charlemagne;  but  ambition 

and 
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and  injuftice  are  feldom  very  confident  in  their 
vengeance. 

Italy  feemed  to  detach  itfelf  more  and  more  froni 
Germany.  Four  emperors  did  not  caufe  them- 
fclves  to  be  crowned ;  and  neglefted  going  to  Romp 
to  offer  there  the  fucceflbrs  of  the  Csefars.  Henry 
the  Eighth  conceived,  unfortunately,  a  defire  to  be 
crowned  king  of  the  Romans ;  and  pafled  into 
Italy  for  that  purpofe.  He  entered  Rome  Ids  as 
a  fovereign  than  a  conqueror ;  difperfed  all  who 
oppofed  his  paflage  :  fpread  terror  through  the 
(acred  college ;  aad  was  crowned  by  three  cardi- 
nals. 

}s%  order  to  proclaim  his  fovereignty,  he  efta- 
bRQied  a  governor  at  Rome ;  impofed  an  annual 
tribute  on  all  the  cities,  and  was  even  refolved  to 
fubdue  the  kingdom  of  Naples  to  his  authority. 

This  prince  was  going  to  fupport  his  high  pre- 
tentions by  force  of  arms ;  and  to  humble,  at  one 
blow,  the  pope,  who  ftyled  himfelf  fovereign  of 
Naples,  and  the  king,  who  was  the  pope's  viflal ; 
when  one  of  thofe  fudden  deaths,  more  frequent 
in  Italy  than  elfewhcri?,  puj:  an  end  to  all  his  pro- 
jects.    Under  his  fucceffor,  Louis  of  Bavaria,  the 

I. 

limits  of  the  empire  were  4gain  confined  to  Ger- 
many.      Charles  IV.   grandfon  of  .  Henry  VIII. 
after  having  been  elefted  by  the  unanimous  fuf- ' 
frage  of  the  eleftors,  went  to  Rome  to  receive  the 
ipfpwp  from  the  hands  of  the  cardinals.    Never 

H  3  was 
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was  any  ceremony  performed  with  greater  pomp  ; 
and  never  did  any  fovereign  poflefs  lefs  power  ia 
the  place  where  he  was  crowned :  he  was  not  even 
permited  to  pafs  the  night  of  his  coronation  day 
in  the  city,  which  had  been  witnefs  of  all  his  ho* 
nours :  for  the  remembrance  of  the  entry  of  Henry 
the  Seventh,  and  the  power  which  he  exercifed,  had 
fo  terrified  pope  Clement  VI.  that  he  caufed  Charles 
to  be  informed  before  his  eleftion,  that  if  he  came 
to  Rome  to  be  crowned,  he  muft  remain  there  no 
longer  than  the  day  of  the  ceremony. 

Thefe  details  which  feem  at  firft  view  to  be  only 
hiftorical  anecdotes,  lead  us  much  into  the  know* 
ledge  of  the  conftitution  of  Germany,  and  prepare 
us  to  dive  into  the  fpirit  of  its  laws. 

It  was  under  the  reign  of  Charles  IV.  that  the 
famous  hulle  d*or  (golden  feal)  was  publiftied,  a 
name  which  it  derived  from  the  great  gold  feal, 
imprefled  with  the  imperial  arms,  which  was  affixed 
to  it.  This  bulk  is  the  firft  fundamental  law  of  the 
German  conftitution.  By  it  the  manner  of  eleft- 
ing  and  crowning  the  emperor  are  regulated  ;  the 
rights  of  the  eleftors  fixed,  and  their  number  li- 
mited. 

The  interefts  of  the  people  are  attended  to  in 

very  few  points  throughout  this  law.     Pretentions 

to  the  right  of  governing  them  have,  however, 

proved  fo  fetal  when  oppofed ;  and  have  produced 

'  fuch 
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filch  bloody  fcenes  and  fuch  horrible  ravages,  that 
it  wa3  doing  a  great  deal  for  the  fubjedts,  to  fix  in- 
variable rules  for  the  creation  of  a  fovereign. 

This  bidle  cPory  although  the  fundamemal  l*w  of 
Germany,  is  written  in  Latin.  Many  of  its  arrange- 
ments are  now  aboliQied,  fuchas  thofe  which  regulate 
challenges;  and  others  have  never  been  carried  into 
execution :  the  countPalatine,  for  inilance,  ha^  never 
cxercifed  the  right  of  judging  the  criminal  caufes 
of  the  empire,  although  the  tuIU  cTor  attributes  to 
liim  that  department.     Other  regulations,  diredled 
ty  this  great  inftrument,  have  been  altered,  parti- 
.cularly  that  which  grants  to  the  emperor  alone,  the 
fight  of  naming  eleftors  when  vacancies  occur. 
The  number  of  eledlors  were  by  this  bulle  confined 
%,o  feven,  but  they  have  fincc  been  increafed  to 
nine ;  and,  in  fine,  they  are  not  reduced  to  bread 
and  water,  if  they  negled  elefting  a  king  of  the 
Romans,  in  the /pace  of  thirty  ^ys  i  though  the  bulle 
^or  condemns  them  to  that  diet,  fo  little  agreeable 
to  the  Juxury  of  fovereigns.     But  noiwithftanding 
jhefe  alterations,  it  is  ftill  equally  c:oafulted,-and 
confidered  as  poffefling  the  full  force  of  law  in  all 
points,  except  where  fome  derogation  has  been 
piade  exprefsly,  and  by  confent  of  the  ftates* 

The  fecond  fundamental  law  of  the  empir^e  is 
Icnowu  under  the  title  of  de  paix  publique  (the  ge- 
(}er§l  peace)  its  principal  obye^  i^  to  aboliih  the 

H  ^     .  droit 
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droit  mamiairej  which,  at  that  time,  continued 
to  fprcad  trouble  through  every  part  of  Ger- 
many. 

The  principal  ordinations  of  this  aft,  publifhcd 
by  confent  of  the  ftates  at  the  diet  of  Worms,  in 
the  year  1495,  are  the  following : 

*^  No  member  of  the  empire  fhall  declare  war 

•^*  againft  another  member ;    neither  attack,   nor 

**  pillage,  nor  make  prifoner,  nor  difpoffefs  of  his 

^*  domains,  any  perfon  fubmitted  to  the  decifions 

^^ofjuftice." 

How  could  it  be  poffible  that  among  a  people 
civilized  for  fo  many  ages,  fuch  a  law  as  this  (hould 
be  neceffary  ?  It  feems  from  its  being  fo,  that 
barbarifm  effaces  from  the  heart  and  mind  of  man, 
all  the  firft  principles  of  natural  juftice  ! 

**  E^ch  perfon  (hall  grant  a  free  paiTage  through 
**  his  domains,  to  the  vaflals  of  another,  and  no 
**  one  (hall  exercife  any  violence  againft  them. 

**  No  perfon  (hall  feduce  the  vaffals  of  another, 
*^  nor  perfuade  them  to  revolt  againft  their  lords; 
^^  nor  proteft  thofe  who  fly  for  any  crime. 

^^  The  ftates  (hall  arreft  all  vagabonds ;  and, 

**  No  perfon  (hall  aid  the  efcape  of  thofe  who 
**  have  mfringed  the  laws  :  on  the  contrary, 
^*  each  ftate  (hall  be  bound  to  take  main  force 
^^  for  caufingthe  fentences  pronounced  againft  fuch 
"  offenders,  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

^^  Perfons  who  infringe  the  law,  (hall   be  put 
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•*  under  the  ban  of  the  empire,  or  condemned  to 
**  pay  ^  fine  of  two  thoufand  marks  of  gold/' 

The  ordinances  of  this  law  appear  to  have  been 
particularly  direfted  againft,  or  in  favour  of,  per- 
fons  of  great  landed  property ;  but  though  they 
were  diftated  by  good  motives,  they  favour  ftrong. 
ly  of  the  barbarifm  of  the  times  in  which  they  were 
made.  In  a  more  enlightened  age,  could  it  have 
been  neceffary  to  enjoin  the  great  land-holders,  to 
give  free  paffage  through  their  domains,  to  the 
vaffals  of  another,  if  bufinefs  or  inclination  induced 
them  to  travel  ? 

This  alternative  oftheimperialban,orpayingafine 
of  two  thoufand  marks  of  gold,  pronounced  againft 
the  violators  of  the  laws,  is  infinitely  too  vague  a 
fentcnce.  He  who  forbears  to  take  main  force  in 
die  execution  of  the  law,  ought  not  to  be  fined  fo 
enormouily  as  he  who  attacks  the  property  of  an- 
other. He  who  affords  an  afylum  to  a  culprit,  is 
lefs  guilty  than  he  who  has  excited  him  to  rebel 
againft  his  lord.  But  how  (hould  we  expeft  a  wife 
graduation,  an  equitable  proportion  between  pu- 
nifhments  and  offences,  from  the  legiflators  of  the 
fourteenth  century,  when  in  the  eighteenth  we 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  this  due  mcafurc 
of  juftice,  from  thofe  who  have  made  themfelves 
the  arbiters  of  our  deftiny  ? 

The  third  fundamental  law  of  Germany,  is  that 
)cnown  under  the  name  oi  la  faix  de  la  religion. 

It 
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It  is  the  general  wi(h  to  fee  thefe  two  words  al« 
ways  united  :  but,  alas,  the  peace  of  religion  i« 
fddom  experienced  until  after  a  religious  war! 
And  it  is  an  affefting  fcene  to  behold  men  armed 
againfl  each  other^  in  fupport  of  their  different  re« 
ligious  opinions. 

As  this  famous  law  forms  an  eflential  part  of  the 
prefent  conftitution  of  Germany,  it  is  neceffary  tQ 
i^lvert  to  the  original  caufe  of  its  publication. 

The  firft  ftep  taken  by  Luther  was,  to  attach 
thofe  indulgences  with  which  the  court  of  Rome 
had  carried  on  fo  fhameful  a  traffic.  This  was  aa 
a^udacious  impoft  levied  by  that  court,  on  the  blind- 
^(s  of  all  people  who  deemed  themfelves  cn^ 
lightened  by  faith.  Encouraged  by  his  firft  fuccefs^i 
Luther  ventured  \o  attack  the  main  points  of  the 
catholic  religion ;  and  \von  over  ^o  bis  fed  many 
princes  and  cities  of  Germany. 

The  pope,  who  had  been  hitherto  afraid  of  en- 
dangering his  power  of  ex(:pmmunication^  by  em- 
ploying it  againft  the  nian  who  h^d  brought  dif-« 
credit  on  his  indulgences,  feized  thi$  opportunity 
ef  revenge  :  he  launched  forth  bis  thunders  againft 
Luther,  and  declared  him  a  heretic ;  and  in  1521 
the  diet  of  Worms  profcribed  him  and  his  adhe«» 
f^nts,  and  forbid  the  reading  of  \k\%  books. 

Charles  V.  who  then  filled  the  imperial  throne, 
/m%%  engaged  in  a  war  with,  the  Ottoo^an  forces^ 
aflifted  by  the  alliance  of  Francis  J. 
:  /4  Charles 


Of  the  Germanic  Cmfiitutioru  ijo* 

Charles  had  occafion  for  the  aid  of  all  the  Ger- 
man princes  to  fupport  this  war  :  and  in  order  to, 
reconcile  himfelf  to  thofe  whom  the  diet  of  Worms 
had  profcribed,  he  convened  a  diet  at  Spires,  which 
was  lefs  fevere  than  that  at  Worms.  It  only  forbid 
^^  any  innovations,  or  the  determining  any  thing 
^*  in  matters  of  feith,  or  in  the  ceremonies  of  the 
*^  church,"  and  it  ordered  that,  "  In  expeftation 
*^  of  the  holding  of  a  council,  or  national  aflem* 
**  bly,  each  perfon  (hould  fo  condudt  himfelf,  as^ 
^^  to  be  able  to  render  an  account  of  his  adtions  ta 
**  God  and  the  emperor/* 

"yVe  owe  to  God  an  account  of  our  aifticms^ 
and  even  of  our  thoughts ;  but  furely  to  an  erii- 
peror  men  can  own  no  account  of  their  aAioiis^ 
unlefc  tbey  are  his  fubjedls.  This  decifion,  how- 
ever,  produced  a  calm  which  feemed  likely  to 
fpread,  and  gave  hopes  of  a  conciliation ;  but  a 
new  diet  at  Spires,  more  intoUerant  than  the  firft, 
forbid  the  ftates  of  the  empire  from  ifeceiving  the 
dogmas  of  Luther,  or  making  any  innovation  ia 
the  ceremonies  of  the  church. 

The  eleftor  of  Saxony,  the  Margrave  of  Bran* 
denbourg,  the  duke  of  Luxembourg,  and  the 
princes  of  Heffe  and  of  Anhalr,  who  had  adopted 
the  principles  of  Luther,  protefted  againft  this  de- 
cifion ;  and  from  hence  fpmng  the  name  of  pro^ 
tefianUy  by  which  their  party  has  (ince  been  diftin- 
guiflied.  »•  ' 

At 
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At  the  diet  of  Au(burg  in  1530,  the  protcftants 
prcfented  the  articles  of  their  creed,  known  by  the 
isame  of  the  Confeffion  of  Aujburg..  The  diet  refiifed 
them,  and  ordered  the  reftirution  of  the  eclefiafti- 
cal  property,  which  the  proteftant  princes  had 
feized. 

The  eleftor  of  Saxony  and  his  adherents  pro- 
tcfted  again ;  and  formed  among  them  a  famous 
confederacy,  into  which  Francis  I.  and  the  king  of 
England  both  entered,  though  both  were  catholics; 
bccaufe  they  were  more  jealous  of  the  emperors 
greatnefs,  than  folicitous  to  fupport  the  authority 
of  the  church.  Thefe  united  forces,  and  the  ter- 
ror which  the  arn>s  of  Soliman  fpread  through 
Europe,  forced  Charles  V.  to  treat  the  confederates 
more  favourably ;  and  he  forbid,  at  the  diet  of  Nu- 
rcmburgh,  any  pcrfon  being  troubled  on  account 
of  religious  matters,  until  the  holding  of  the  next 
council. 

This  lenity  produced  not  the  effeft  which  the 
emperor  expefted  ;  for  the  confederates,  notwith- 
(landing,  confolidated  their  alliance  with  the  kings 
of  France  and  Great  Britain. 

Charles  not  being  able  to  break  this  confederacy, 
declared  Frederick  of  Saxony,  and  Philip  of  Hefle, 
enemies  to  the  empire ;  and  from  hence  proceeded 
that  terrible  war  which  niade  Germany  a  fcene  of 
trouble  and  flaughter ;  and  which  became  fo  fatal  to 
confederates- 
After  the  imprifonment  of  the  Prince  of  Hefle  j 

Frederick 
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Frederick  of  Saxony,  who  was  put  under  the 
ban  of  the  empire,  and  his  eledtorate  given  to 
his  brother  Maurice;  this  very  Maurice,  more 
influenced  by  ambition  than  gratitude,  made 
an  alliance,  in  favour  of  the  proteftants,  with 
Henry  II.  of  France;  ventured  to  attack  Charles; 
and  in -a  little  time  favv  that  emperor  flying  before 
him,  whofe  very  name  would  once  have  nude  all 
his  forces  tremble. 

The  emperor  finding  that  he  was  unable  to  refift 
this  fingle  eleftor,  concluded  with  him  the  treaty 
of  Paflau;  and  bound  himfelf  by  it,  ^*  to  hold 
*  within  fix  months  a  diet,  which  fliould  be  em- 
^  ployed  in  putting  an  end  tothe  fcifm  :  that  until 
^  the  determination  of  this  diet  (hould  be  declared, 
^  no  flate  ftiould  be  diftiirbed  on  account  of  reli- 
^  gion  :  and  the  catholics,  and  thofe  of  the  con- 
^  feflion  of  Aufl^urg,  ftiould  preferve  their  religion, 
^  and  their  ceremonies,  as  well  as  all  their  proper? 
^  ty  and  rights." 

What  agitations,  what  manoeuvres,  what  efforts 
were  here  employed  for  conducing  men  to  that 
point,  whither  reafon  alone  would  have  direded 
them  ! 

This  diet,  however,  which  fliould  have  been 
convoked  within  fix  months,  did  not  aflTcmble  before 
the  end  of  three  years.  It  met  at  laft  in  .1555,  and 
produced  that  paix  de  religion  (peace  of  religion) 
which  makes  the  third  fundamental  law  of  Ger* 
many. 

This 
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This  law  imports  ^^  that  the  cleftort,  pHiicesi 
*^  and  ftates  of  the  empire,  including  with  thetii 
^*  the  nobility,  (hall  haVe  the  free  eicrtifc  of 
•*  their  religion.  That  all  ecclefiaftical  jurifdifiUon 
*^  (hall  be  fufpended  with  regard  to  thent,  in  thofc 
**  cafes  where  there  (hall  be  a  queftion  of  faith>  or 
^'  of  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  thurch :  but 
^^  that,  in  other  matters^  the  arch-bi(hops,  bi(hopSi 
*^  and  prelates  (hall  exercife  their  eccledaftical  ju- 
*^  rifdiftion  according  to  the  u£ige  of  the  place.  All 
*'  thofe,  however,  who  follow  not  the  catholic  re- 
*^  ligion,  or  the  confeflion  of  Au(burg,  arc  ex- 
**  eluded  from  the  peace  of  religion. 

*^  Thofe  ftates,  which'  hare  feized  upon  abbies^: 
'^convents,  or  other  ecclefiaftical  pfopertjr>  (hall 
^'  keep  poffeffion  of  what  thejr  have  fo  feized,  un- 
**  iefs  the  ccclefiaftics  have  recovered  them,  or  had 
**  them  reftored  by  the  treaty  of  Paffau. 

*^  It  is  forbidden  to  the  ftates  to  feduce  the 
*^  fubjeds  of  each  other,  by  perfuading  them  to 
'^  change  their  religion  :  but  it  is  permitted  td  the 
*^  fubjefts  to  change  their  faith,  though  contrary  to 
**  the  will  of  their  Lords,  and  to  fell  their  proper- 
**  ty,  and  quit  the  country." 

There  is  ftill  another,  the  laft  article  in  this  law, 
diftingui(hed  by  the  name  of  ecclejinftical  refervation^ 
which  gave  rife  to  thofe  difficulties  and  demands- 
Vhicii  were  terminated  by  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia, 

a  treatf 
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ft  treaty  which  makes  the  fourth  fundamental  la:^ 
of  Germany. 

This  laft  article  imports  that,  "  in  cafe  any  arch- 
•*  bifliop,  biftiop,  prelate,  or  other  beneficed  per-t 
*'  fon  (hall  renounce  the  catholic  religion  for.chfll 

* 

•*  confeflion  of  Aufburg,  he  (hall  be  deprived  of 
**  his  benefice,  and  of  the  fruits  which  depend  up* 
•^  on  it :  and  that  the  patron  (hall  nominate  an^ 
*^  other  to  his  benefice/*  For  the  more  certain 
Obfervance  of  this  layf,  it  is  direfted  that  *^  the  co- 
.  *^  lonels  of  each  circle  (hall  caufe  to  be  executed 
**  the  fentence  of  bani(hment,  pronounced  againft 
**  fuch  violators  of  the  law  as  (hall  be  found  with-^ 
"  in  his  circle :  and  the  colonels  of  the  neighbour* 
^  iiig  circles  (hall  lend  him  their  a(ri(lance,  in  cafe 
^'  of  need.'' 

Who  could  have  doubted,  after  the  rati(ying  fo 
wife  a  law,  and  a  law  nwreover  which  was  accepted 
by  both  parties,  that  all  religious  wars  would  have 
been  extinguifhed  for  ever ;  and  that  the  torch  of 
di(cord  would  never  more  have  kindled  up  flames 
for  the  dc(b:\jftion  of  the  church  !  But  alas  f 
men  re(!g»  themfelves  to  reafon  only  by  con- 
ftraint :  it  feems  an  unnatural  element  to  them,  in 
Vhich  they  cannot  exift. 

^  ^583 J  an  archbilhop  of  Gologn,  weary  of  ce-- 
lebacy,  embraced  the  proteftant  religion,  and  af- 
terwards efpoufed  the  Gountefs  of  Mansfield.  He 
WM  deftrous  of  retaining,  both  his  bi(hoprick  and( 

hi» 
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his  wife^  and  neither  his  chapter  nor  the  court  oi 
Rome  oppofed  his  herefy  or  his  marriage ;  but  they 
were  not  willing  to  have  the  profits  of  his  archbi- 
(hoprick  made  a  provision  for  the  fruits  of  hit 
conjugal  union.  Although  his  pretentions  to  holding 
his  fee  were  fupported  by  the  proteftants,  they 
were  ineffeftual ;  and  the  depofing  of  this  prelate 
proved  a  fpark  of  diiTention,  which  the  fucceffion 
of  the  Duke  of  Juliers  fanned  into  a  flame. 

The  proteftants  now  concluded  their  fkmout 
union,  and  the  catholics  their  oppofing  league. 

The  Emperor  Rodolphus,  more  employed  with 
chimiftry  than  with  preventing  troubles  in  the  ftate^ 
gave  a  proof  how  unfortunate  it  is  tor  a  nation 
when  their  prince  neglects  the  fcience  of  governing, 
to  purfue  thofe  fcicnces  with  which  their  welfare  is 
unconneded.  He  alienated  the  minds  of  the  pro^ 
teftants,  by  refufing  to  take  into  confideration  the 
complaints  they  made  againfl  the  aulic  council^  and 
the  imperial  chamber ;  and,  though  he  had  grant^i 
ed  to  thofe  of  Bohemia,  letters  which  permitted 
them  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  the  clcr* 
gy  violated  his  promife,  by  caufing  feveral  pro- 
teftant  churches  to  be  pulled  dowji. 

This  is  one  of  the  nioft  dangerous  ads  of  falfe 
zeal  to  which  intolerance  can  hurry  the  enemies  of 
a  religion.  Men  will  pardon  thedeftroying,  the  burn- 
ing of  their  houfes ;  but  the  demolition  of  a  church 
feems  an  offence  to  the  fupreme  Being  who  was  there 

invoked ; 
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;  iuid  all  bis  adorers  are  ready  to  aritt 
with  the  ftoaes  of  the  facred  edifice  i 
tlie  ruins  of  which  they  behold  with  horror^  as  if  the 
Btvinity  wete  left  without  an  afyluoa.  Infcnfibte 
siid.*fkiipid  loen!  koow  you  not  that  the  tecnfrie  df 
the  true  Gad  is  as  unalterable  as  eternal  ashimfelf? 
That  the  iraolt  of  the  heaiven^  is  the  ardi  of  chat 
imnsenfe  edifice  only  woriby  of  the  majefty  of  its 
autbor?  That  if  he  deigns  attemion  to  their  vows 
m  chefe  dwellings^  as  frail  as  the  hands  which  con- 
ftru&ed  them^  it  is  only  in  condefcenfion  to  the 
weakness  of  coen }  And  that  tbey  will  all  leem  ex- 
alted in  his  fight  k>  that  day,  when  animated  with 
tlie  fiune  mind,  and  the  fame  fpirit^  one  univerfid 
fefig  of  gratitu^  fhaU  afcend,  without  diftinc* 
tion,  towards  that  place  which  they  regard  as  the 
loj««»  of  the  Father  of  nature  j 

The  firfl  ad  of  unjuftice  always  leads  on  to  one 
of  greater  magnitude.  The  IMiemian  fubjedbs  of 
liie  bn^ror  Ferdinand  II.  emsuKipated  thenxfehr«s 
frosi  his  yoke,  and  deded  in  his  room  Frede^ 
rick  V.  EleAor  Falatine,  to  be  their  Sovereign. 

Did  there  ever  exift  a  king  whole  mind  was  £b 
l^r  elevated  above  a  throne,  that  he  would  fay  to 
hfimfetf,  ^*  I  reigned  over  a  people  who  had  cho&a 
**  me  for  their  Sovereign.  My  firft  title  was  their 
^^  confent :  my  fixond,  my  own  intention  of  reni 
*^  dcring  theiA  happy,  by  juftice  and  the  laws. 
V  Thts  day  they  revoke  the  fvfl  titles  which  I  held 

Voa.  I.  I  ''  from 
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**  from  them.  They  hope  to  find,  in  another  ttd* 
^^  narch,  a  greater  defire  than  they  found  in  oie  C0 
^*  contribute  to  their  welfare.  Be  it  fo ;  let  them 
*'  exercife  this  power,  of  which  they  are  fo  tena- 
•*  cious !  Perhaps  their  repentance,  when  dicjr 
*^  find  their  hopes  deceived,  will  avenge  the  af- 
**  front  I  have  experienced^  In  ceafing  to  be  2( 
^^  king,  I  fhall  become  lefs  powerful,  but  I  Ihall 
*^  be  more  great;  becaufe  I  (hall  have  (hewn  a  no- 
^^  ble  difdain  of  vengeance,  and  that  I  knew  how 
*'  to  aft  as  a  man,  after  having  been  a  fovereign.**^ 

The  Emperor  Ferdinand  could  not  rife  to  this 
degree  of  wifdom.  He  purfued  the  ordinary  rout ; 
made  war  upon  his  fubjefts  ;  overcame  Frederick ; 
Created  him  as  an  enemy  to  ;he  empire,  and  pro* 
fcribed  him,  without  confulting  the  dates:  for 
revenge  had  rendered  him  blind  ;  and  made,  him 
violate  his  own  capitulation. . 

Fired  with  his  fuccefs  over.  Frederick,  the  iemr 
peror  was  defirous  of  annihilating  the  whole  pro- 
teftant  party  at  one  blow  :  he  began  bf  publi(hing 
.an  edi(5t|  founded  indeed  on  juftice,  butunjuftin 
its  form,  becaufe  it  was  not  authorifed  by  the  con- 
fent  of  the  ftates.  This  edidt  ordered  the  reftito* 
tion  of  all  the  ecclefiaflical  property  which  the  pro*> 
teftants  had  feizcd  upon  fince  the  year  1555. 

It  was  in  the  midft  of  this  war,  which  has  been 
fince  named  the  tear  of  thirjty  years,  that  Guilavus 
Adolphus,  king  of.  Sweden,  came  to  aiiift  the  pn>« 

(c(UnUf 


tftftftiitf^-'  and  appeared  ^ith  fo  much  eclat.    Biit 
^remg^iding'  t  great  viAory  at  Leipfick,  he  re- 
nted his  dtathat  Lutzen.    This  was  an  immenfe 
lo&^o  the  party  he  proteded  :   but  his  fucceflbr, 
toidi^cArengthened.  himfelf  by  an  alliance  with- 
Farande^  cominued  the  war  with  fury. 
:    It  i^  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  proteftants,  aU 
1»ays  fo  feverely  perfecutcd  in  the  bofom  of  France, 
have  always  found  fupport  from  it  out  of  the  coun* 
«y ;  io  true  it  is^  tliai  fanaticifm  and  rdigious  per* 
feqjicioa  are  chara£berized  by  inconGftency; 
^  This  long,  war  was  mixed  with  defeats  and  vie- 
tones  on  both  fides ;  as  if  the  power,  iii  whofe  name 
ic was  undertaken,  and  who  was  equally  invoked  by 
eaqh  party,  had  deterpiined  to  (hew  that  he  fisivoui> 
td  neither  fide  :  that  he  abandoned  them  to  their 
/madneis  t  and  that  both  panies  deferved  their  (hare 
of  humiliation. 

..  Inftrufted  by  their  misfortunes,  the  catholics 
and  proteftants  at  lafl  determined  to  put  an  end  Co 
tlie  wai^  '  The  preliminaries  were  fettled  at  Ham«v 
burgh^  in  464.1,  the  conferrence  opened  in  16449 
-and  peace  declared  in  1 648. 
-•'-.The  articles  of  this  peace  form  the  fourth  fimda* 
mouai  law  of  Germany  ;  and  thus  it  is  that  we  ar<- 
rive  at  the  grand  bafig  of  the  law  of  nations^  by 
tra^vesfing  hiftory.  It  is  the  only  means  of  keeping 
a  fteady  courfe,  apd  fecuring  ourfelves  from  being 

•mislead. ^        * -    -  
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The  peace  of  Weftphalia  comprehends  twd  tret^ 
ties.  The  firft  was  formed  with  France,  at  Muii« 
fter ;  the  other  with  Sweden,  at  Ofnabhtck. 

France  had  engaged  in  this  war  againft  the  eft* 
tholics,  during  the  adminiftradon  of  Cardinal  d^ 
Richlieu,  and  faw  it  happily  tenninated  under  that 
of  Cardinal  Maearin.  This  laft  minifter  (bewed 
himfelf,  on  this  occafion,  fuperior  to  his  prii* 
deceffor. 

Cardinal  Richlieu,  in  drawing  Francef  into  th1§ 
war,  faw  nothing  but  the  opportunity  fo  favouraDle 
to  his  darling  fcheme  of  humbling  the  houfe  of 
Auftria.  But  he  feized  an  inaufpicious  moment  foi^ 
accomplifhing  his  defign.  "  If  (as  the  Abbe  do 
*^  Mably  has  very  judicioufly*  remarked)  Richlien, 
**  inftead  of  contenting  himfelf  with  paying  a  fub- 
•*  fidy  to  Sweden,  had  declared  war  with  the  cm- 
**  peror  at  the  time  when  Guftavus  was  fpreading 
**  terror  through  Germany  ;  or,  at  leaft,  if  he  had 
•^  not  waited  before  he  took  up  arms,  until  the  bat- 
**  tie  of  Nordlingen  had  almoft  entirely  ruined  the 
•*  affkirs  of  the  Swedes,  the  Hnperialifts  finding^na 
y  allies  after  their  defeat,  would  have  beeii  obliged 
•*  to  receive  laws  from  the  conquerors.  Bot  the 
•^  lofs  of  one  fingle  battle  had  deprived  the  SWedes 
**  of  all  their  advantages ;  and  reftored  courage  t6 
•'  the  allies  of  the  emperor  :  fo  that  when  France 
".•'  came  forward,  (he  had  a  fallen  ally  to  fbpflbrtp 
^^  and  a  vidorious  enemy  to  combajt/* 

It 
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Itjs  thcfe  errors  in  poliqr  which  weakeik  the 
cfteeqi  we  (hould  otherwii^:  entertaih  for  great  mi^ 
nifters :  and  their  effeds  are  Unhappily  felt  by  the 
nation^  whofe  blood  and  whofe  honour  are  thus 
iCndangered^  without  their  etrer  being  confultcd  6n 
the  occaiion^ 

Almoft  all  the  powefs  of  Europe  were  pieties  iit 
the  treaty  of  Weftphalia.  Germany,  Sweden,  Pruf- 
£a,  Holland,  Spain,  and  France,  ftipulated  thekl^ 
fyt  their  interefts,  and  fixed  their  rights • 
,  But  we  muft  at  prefent  confine  ourfelves  to  that 
port  which  relates  to  Germany ;  and  in  thak  defigh 
we  (haU  give  thofe  articles  which  concern  religion. 

*^  It  is  determined  that  three  religions  only  (haH 
^'  be  admitted  in  the  empire :  the  cathoUt,  the  Lu- 
^^  therine,  and  the  reformed. 

''  That  the  ecclefiaftical  fljpulation  fhall  be  re* 

* 

*^  ciprocal :  that  ii  to  fay,  if  a  catholic,  wBo  has 
f  a  benefice,  fhall  embrace  any  other  religion,  hift 
^^  benefice  fhall  become  vacant :  the  fame,  if  a 
^^  protpftant  returns  to  the  bofom  of  the  church  i 
^^  he  fhall  lofe  his  dignities,  and  the  profil;B  attach- 
*^  ed  to  them* 

.  'VBy  this  treaty,  the  power  of  the  ordinary,  aAd 
^'  bis  fcclcfiaflical  jurifdiftion  are  fufpended,  with 
•f  regard  to  the  profeffori  of  the  confeffion  of  Auf- 
^^  burg ;  and  each  flate  may  exercife  thofe  powej^ 
^^  ia  ita  territories/' 
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The  cime  fixed  for  reftitiitkm  of  eeelefiiiftlbU 

pfdperty  was  the  2d  o£  January  1624^  and  the  trd^ 
ty  direfts  that  *^  whoevfei*  (hall  have  poffcffiott'of 
**  any  property  on  that  day^  alcfaough  he  (hould  W 
^^  afterwards  deprived  of  it,  (hall  have  it  reftored} 
^^  without  requiring  any  other  title/* 

With  refpedt  to  the  exercife  of  religion,  ^the 
ftates  are  permitted  **  to  .embrace  any  one  of  the 
*^  three  juft  mentioned  which  they  judge  proper't 
*^  and  their  fiibjefts  may  freely  profeffi  thofe  reli- 
**  gions  which  they  chufe  to  follow,  during  any  patt 
*^  of  the  year  1624;  or  they  have*  a.right:to  emt- 
^*  grate,  on  iudcnmifying  their  Lord,  in  cafe  he  u 
^^  not  willing  to  grant  them  toleration,  .    • 

^*  In  the  ordinary  affemblies,  as  well  as  inkM 
**  general  diets,  the  number  of  deputies  of  the  oii^ 
*<  and  the  other  religion  (hall  be  equal,  ' 

*<  Wh^n  any  affaiip  requires  extraordinary  com'* 
f^  miffioners,  they  (hall  he  iappointcd  from  amoiijl 
**  the  proteftants,  if  the  matter  has  occured  *ki  & 
^^  date,  or  to  perfons,  who  profefs  the  confcffion  of 
"  Aulburg. 

^^  If  the  difference  regards  the  eathoUcSi  the 
*♦  commi(fioners  (hall  be  catholic$ :  but  if  arty^dif- 
*^  pute  occurs  between  catholics  and  proteftaftits, 
*^  the  commiflTioncrs  (hall  be  of  both  religions,  an4 
^*  an  equatngmber  of  each."  '  '^ 

All  thefe  articles  appear  to  have  been  di€featcd  by 
a  true  fpirit  of  toleratiop  and  impartiality  ;•  even  tot 

thQ 
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^e  prefent  moment^  they  have  never  been  infring- 
ed :  and  there  is  reafon  to  hope  that  the  know- 
ledge,  which  is  every  day  diffuiing  itfclf  over  the 
&ce  of  Europe,  will  prcferve  the  people  of  Ger- 
many from  a  renewal  of  thofe  religious  diflentions^ 
by  which  they  were  too  long  agitated. 

We  muft  now  attend  to  that  part  of  the  treaty 
ofWeftphalia,  which  is  purely  political,  and  relates 
,to  the  eledkors,  princes,  and  ftates  of  the  empire, 

^*  They  (hall  have  a  right  of  fuffrage  in  all  refo- 
^^  lotions.  Without  them  no  laws  can  be  made, 
^^  or  any  of  the  ancient  ones  interpreted  or  changed. 

**  Their  confent  (hall  be  neceffary  for  declar- 
^^  ing  war:  making  peace  :  contrafling  alliances: 
f '  e{tabli(hing  impofts :    levying  troops  :  and  for 
^^  building  new  fortrefles  in  the  name  of  the  pu- 
<^  blic,  on  the  lands  of  the  (lates, 
.  '^  The  free  cities  ihall  have  a  decifive  voice  in 
f  all  diets,  panicular  and  general :  and  they  (hall 
^^  enjoy  all  their  ancient  rights, 
•    f^  The  eledoral  princes  may  make   alliances 
^^  among  tbemfelves,  and  between  themfelves  and 
^^  foreigners,  provided  that  thefe  alliances  are  not 
^^  againft  the  empire,  nor  againft  the  claufes  of  the 
*♦  treaty  of  Weftphalia," 

It  was  at  the  (ame  time  agreed,  that  the  emperor 
Should  no  longer  have  a  right  to  put  under  the  ban 
of  the.empire  any  prince  or  any  ftate,  without  the 
confent  of  the  eledorjs.  .  . 
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i  -  =  The  princes  and  fttm>  diffiiMfind  with  ti»  tf^ 
JSMigtmem,  infiftedthat  tbeir  cdofent  fliaiild  bka- 
wife  be  neceflarjr  to  the  iniperUl  ban;    bat  ail 
iiriiejr  coiiUi  fiiy  or  write  upon  tbeoccafimiiwas 
-htcfbi&MaX}  tinttl  Charles  VI.  was  eieibd  to  tbe«  im- 
perial  throne.    In  his  capituUuim  oi  z^ooatMnx. 
\'vith:cfae  eleftors^  it  was  flipulated,  thdt  he  diould 
iflM  proaounce  the  baa  of  the  empire^  taiibmt 
the  knowledge  and  confent  §f  tie  ebSorSf  pmu09f 

^  This  a£k  of  imperial  fovereigoty  is  of  too  muoh 

.impartaaoe  to  be  pafied  over,  without  giviii{(4Hi 

•account  of  the  forms  which  muft  be:  complied  wish 

'£Q  render  it  legal,  according  to  a  daufeintfao  cm^ 

\ipittdntion  between  Charles  VL  and  hi|.  eleftors^ifllid 

-  ^hich  is  inieited  in  the  c^^tultoims  of  hiaiucctfiOBS. 

:   ^^  When  the  procefs  is  clofed,  .the  procee^&igs 

'f^  (hall  be  layed  before  the  general  diet^    They 

'^^.ihall  there  be   taken  into  confideration^ijaiid 

.  <^  examined  by  fome  of  the  ftates,  who  aceiAepS'- 

)^^  lies  of  the  three  colleges  of  the  empira  '  TiMfe 

/^  examiners  (hail  be  of  both  reUgioos^  aa  joqual 

"ff  ^number  of  each  ;  and  they  (hall  be  particiilarly 

^  bound  by  oath  on  the  occasion.  Xheir  ppmiim  ih^l 

^^  be  reported  to  the  eleftors,  princes,  and.flasea; 

^^  who  (hall  thereupon  pronounce  fiaal  judgmtfOt, 

^'  This  fen tence,  after  having  been  confirmod 

-^f  by'  us  the  en^ror^    or  by  our  irommiffioaer, 

f'  ihall  be  publiihed  in  our  namc^  ^and  the  excqfi- 

"  tion 


-^k  tkb  of  k  'ftdUL  jbe  peifarmed  andi>  ucKrampUDied 
^^4  flicoordiiig  to'  jfibo  cftabUfiied  i  lorms ;  and  i  isfjfr  ifae 
-^  ikme  circle  to  vfaich  the.  profciibed  ptrcjr^l^- 
J^t  loiip^  aad  Jirhert  fae  bad  his  dwrlUng.  We niiil 
•fAidasan  no  part  o£  that  of  whidbi  lie  (hall  be  <fo- 
^^prcvody  ndtberfbr  ourfelfoor  ourhoufi:hoki:  tl|e 
.^^  jghdc  ihall  become  the  pxopectjr  of  the  empire : 
M^f  but  the  firftilepfhaii  be  to  make  favsfii&ionaac 
.<A  4if tit  to  the  injured  party."  m  .     rr 

I  would  willingly  fpare  my  readers  the  fktigae 
of  going  over  thefe  extra&s  from  ireat in. ^ndtapij' 
^Mknimzt  b«/dry  as  they  appear,  it  is  Docefiby  to 
.eaamine,  and  make  .ourfehFes  well  acquainted  wkh 
them,  fin  order  to  form  a  juft  idea  of  public  Ism. 
'-0EDd  to  complete  theinformatioa  I  have  given  of 
«tiieiefiuidamentatlaws  of  Gemiany,  I  muftadd^ahat 
\dic^  are  ftill  acknowledged  in >the  imperial  i»/Tr»£i- 
'^kis.  ThtikdspiiMiatioMS  are  aniagreement  which  die 
.  •eledora'oblige  tbe  emperor  tofiibfcribe  to;at!themo« 
tiMK  of  his  cledion;   He,  at  the  fame  time^.binch 
himirelf  by  oath  toi  govern  the  empireaccoidingto  the 
rules  iod  maxims  prefcribed  tohim  for  thatpucpofe. 
V  '•  The  prinees  and  ftates,  envious  of  this  important 
pMrogative  enjoyed  by  the  ^leftors;  yet  coiked* 
]hg^  lunder  a  feeming  regard  for  the  public  good, 
tiw  diffiitis£i&ion  they  felt  at  not  being  ailowtd 
« to  concur  in  thefe  capitulations^  which  are  nsnewed 
wad  teodffied  at  the  ele&iou  of  emry  emperory  pro- 
fieftd  the  iiiDpthni  of  ooe  legulttr  fetdod;  fona  for 

thefe 
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AtGt  eaptdatims :  bncthe  dB&ors,  jeaknii-of  tfaeo 
pmiieges^  maintained  ttiat  diey^alone  had  the  rigfai 
of)  demanding,  ac  an  eledtioa  'which  depended 
wholly  upon  them,  the  conditions  twhich  they  judg» 
cd  tlie  moft  advantageous,  and  beft  adapted  to  the 
circomflancesofailairs.  Asthispreceticeoftheeleo 
t0T5:i3.iuppo]ted  by  the  whole  w.eight  of  their  united 
Jnnerefi:,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  they  will  ftill 
trrumph  loag  over  the  demands. of  the  princely 
who  have  more  vanity,  than  power  to  enforce  their 
]iiea>  were  it  ever  fo  juft« 

We  may  reckon,  in  the  number. of  the  fiziidai» 
mental  laws  of  Germany^  the.  regulations  admitcedj 
and  the  decrees  pafled  by  the  diet  ofthe  empire«/o 
/.:<^  We  find  (fays  NL  Demeunier,  ia  his  Di&im^ 
^^  Bin  iEconomh  poliiifie  ei  dipivmatiquey  niany-  oofe 
^^  iedtions  ^of  thefe  decrees ;  bat  not  one  is  ctaift 
•*  and  authentic.  It  were  to  be'  wiflied  that  the 
^^  Heffcor  of  Menta,  whoy  as  ^A^ancellorof  th9 
^  empire,  k  the  depofitory  of  them,  would  ttake 
^  and  publifh  a -complete  coUeftion  of  the  wbdlbi 
^^  Such  a.  work  would  be  of  greater  utility  3  becauftij 
*'  according  to  the  conftitution  of  the  empires  ^'^ 
'^  decree  can  be  printed.  Or  reputed  autfaittrtio,  W|i 

til  it  has  been  compared  with  the  copy  of  MciKl^' 

which  is  figned  by  the  ele&or,  and  ieaied  with 
•f  the  imperial  feal/* 

•  WemuS:airo  rank  among  the  fundamental  laws 
<if  Germany,  the  ordinances  of  the  impmal  chaii|*« 

bcr. 


cc 

€€ 


iMviT  androf .die  avdiqnc  oooncil^  wJifcbJsrve  ImkIi 
gilqmtO'thc  tribuiials  bytke.xmperocand  llie  emif 
^pia^Mfi  Tuka.tatliiic£b their  idecifioQS  in  *  ail  t^jmfte 
-tsflNigb^'btfore  them•^^--''(^•  .--n  .-.•  .'-r.V  '->\cw 
mil  faa^>  90V.  gone^tfaroQgh  :alL ' tke.  fttndaaseAflal 
lawft:  of :  Genmayij .  Xhef  we^  ndt^ :  as .  we  itase 
iicctkyt,the/^ork  of  wifdom,  or  the  finik  of  ihedatM 
4iGfei(  buiy  though  the  conftttutive  laws  of  the  leflNL 
fBiei  jiteJre  produccdi.by  difordersy  fanadcifioy  adul 
^aii]aiapkpm66»-  ••.  .'■.'  ,m  -v.  ,v»;..»v  :  .  :.  .  --sr 
The  firfl  was  the  ofTspring  .^o£  Timpenal  prkh| 
%h^S9ConA  loriginattd  in  tthat  terror  with  whkrh^aU 
{itafiNta  ipofidfed  of t>landed/  pr  aprietj?!  were  infpinA 
by..tbr(dSm<  -moKfiaki^  .  And  extraragant  &natiQb(fli 
;gaaMLdJuftfihce3  iftrtfas. imidfh  6f  all  its  iuryvto-the 
Hiid^  •  JBut  it  had.  fcaccely^appeared,:  when  it  witt 
Cfiiihed  down  bjra  ocmcurrence:  of  unnatur^  pafEons;' 
^  iTheriempiney  prefled  by  new  calamities  and  ej(^ 
blKiii^  jl>y:  ihe.hJk)od  which  had  flowed  from  alii  its 
WPmdf^  produiqfd  at  laft  the  £mbous  treaty  of  )¥€ft* 
p}|Alfa»  ^which  might;  have  tsftaUifhed  perpetual 
p^Q^;Mi  l^fiope^  if  there  were  any  curb  fufikicntly 
&P9g^  <jO  ch^ck  ihe^efibrts  of  ambition^  and  con^ 
Afii»  th^pdw^ri  which  is  fenfihle  of  the  fuperiority 

fijlSintejcaaf^liUtioni  c  now  be  folidlyeftas 

l)li(hed9  but  2fi  (h^  confequence  of  calamities  and 
^ifiiitntions^  Jbfi .  it  s  ceafe  to  Ument  the  evils  by 
vdwdvMMt  JM(r0.botn  &  long, agitated:  finceic  isto 
/no  them 
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Asm  we  owe  the  cofiftitutkm  which  is  now  create 
ing  and  rifing  up  under  x)ur  cye%. 

What  troubles  and  what  forrows  have  prefided 
at  the  btrth  of  this  conftkutkii  of  France !  but  k 
cocne^  no  doubt,  to  unite  all  thofc  whom  thele 
troubies  and  thefe  forrows  had  divided ;  and  xt> 
to^exve  the  m6ft  folemn  homage  of  the  nadonl 
Who  ihali  from  this  moment*  dare  to  talk  of  iacri- 
£cesy  ^hfcsk  the  monarch  himfelf  has  made  thoi^ 
of  the  greateft  magnitude  to  the  public  fi^lSdNl 
.Who  (hM  dare  to  tnck  himfelf  out  with  for* 
tuitoiB  tides,  when  that  of  citizen  is  become  ^ 
itrft  of  aU  titles }  Or  who  (hall  indulge  bimftlf 'iS^ 
boofting  his  fuperior  rank,  when  there  is  lio  logger 
aofiy  fuperiority  exifting,  but  that  which  is  deriv^ 
fitm  virtue  and  froqn  talents  ? 
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COKTINUATION   OF   THE  GeRMASIC  CoNtSXXXIT^ 
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£  have  fecn,  in  the  prccediog  ch^ptw,  w!m| 
^1^  ^he  fundamentsil  laws  of  Germany ;  but  we  arc 
itilL  jSaif  from  knowing  its  conflicution.  ,  :^ 

After  having  remained  long,  without  laws,  Qct^ 
in^ny  is  become  the  Have  of  trifling  formaliticsu 
'the  eledion  and  coronation  of  the  empcfor  arc  (the 
p<Mnts  which  both  the  fovereign  and  the  dates  con*, 
fider  as  of  the  greateft  confequence.  Heretofore 
the  emperor  deemed  it  his  higheft  glory  to  hold 
Rome  under  his  dependence  :  at  this  day  he  re- 
gards it  as  an  occafion  of  triumph^  that  he  is  inde- 
pendent of  its  pontiff. 

Agreeable  to  the  iuUe  {Tor,  the  electors  alone 
eleft  the  emperor  in  the  name  of  all  the  empire  : 
but  **  not  (fay  their  declarations)  in  virtue  of  a 
*^  power  delegated  to  them,  but  in  virtue  of  a  right  ^ 
••  peculiar  to  them,  and  which  is  attached  to  their 
••  cledorates.** 

However  contrary  this  right  may  be  to  the  right 
•f  the  nation,  we  n\uft  hope  it  will  never  be  con- 

tefted. 
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tefted*  It  would  neverthelefs  have  been  mott  cef- 
tainly  edabliHied,  if  all  the  (late&  of  the  empire  ^ 
fembled  to  confult  about  the  mode  of  ele£):icmj  b^4» 
by  a  fundamental  law^  rciigned  to  the  eiedors^tpilf 
d^e  power  of  chufmg  a  chief.  But  the  iimple  Tul^ 
jeAs  of  the  empire  bad  not  been  convoke4,eit|i|5r 
^X  Nuremburg  or  Mentz,  before  the  publication  of 
the  thii'cy  articles  which  compofed  the  bulk  iPirri 
they  could  not  confequently  have  the  conicnt  Qj^ 
the  people;:  which  feems  indifper^fably  nejce^|af} 
^or  eleding  a  chief,  to  whom  they  were  to  owe^4ur 
Cy  and  fidelity*  But  as  there  has  been  no^p^qte^ 
we  may  confider  a  rights  qf  which  the  eJ^^^i;^ 
Iiave  been  in  poflel&on  fince  the  year.  13^69  a§  fyn^Sc 
^cojied  by  the  general  confent.  y::,.?\i\) 

The^lace  of  election  was  formerly  di£cretipM||lii 
but  the  bulle  dW  confined  it  to  Francfort^  ui^ei^ 
la  cafe  of  ony  obflacles  or  reafons  of  fuf£cienj;^qon« 
fequence^  the  electors  (hould  agree  to  meei^  in  fyff^ 
C^ercity. .  \  .  ,.,  .^r. 

Before  the  eledors  arrive  at  Francforc^.prejyi^QM 
to  an  eledion^  the  hereditary  marflaal  o(il^  ^^t7 
pire,  in  conjunftioa  with  the  magiilrates  .9f  rlJM 
city  provide  lodgings,  and  agree  about  the  i|>fik4 
of  provifions.  ,      -;;     '-^i 

The  elecVors  may  appear  in  perfon,  or  fend,  thfiif 
ambafladors,  furnifhed  with  full  powers,,  liK^Vch 
they  prefent  to  die  Eledor  of  Mentz,  t,Q,  bukytj 
them. verified.  ..   ;  ,  ...:....    ^: 

Before 
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•>3Sefe*etHe  eleftion  comes  on,  the  magiftratis, 
ikchixrgcfftti,  and  garrifon  of  Fnincfort^  prbmife 
hf  oath  not  to  trouble  the  eleftors. 
'^  The  eleftors  then  deliberate  and  detcrminc'tipi 
oil  the  articles  of  capitulation j  which  the  cmpeTOt 
faiuft  fign,  and  fwear  to  execute.  : 

•  On  the  day  of  eleftion,  the  eledlors  arrayed  \k 
the  robes  proper  to  their  rdpedtive  dtgnitiei^s 
toounted  on  horfeback,  and  hairing  tHeif  hereditary 
ttiitihali  at  their  fides,  who  bear  the  eledtord 
fwords  in  their  fcabbards,  to  intimate  that  they  ar^ 
diQ)6fed  to  perform  their  offices  peaceable,  marc& 
in  form  to  the  churchy  where  a  mafs  is  celebrated  ; 
i^er  which  the  electors  take  oaths  to  give  their 
fuffrages,  without  favour ^  feCj  or  reward j  and  thejr 
afterwards  enter  fhc  conclave,  in  order  to  proceed 
i!0  the  eleftion. 

•  This  oath,  by  which  kings,  princes,  and  fovcf- 
reigns  engage  to  give  their  fuffrages  withotu  feei  is 
not  of  a  very  noble  kind.  But  men  do  not  always 
purify  their  expreffions,  in  proportion  as  they  ele- 
vate their  thoughts :  and  as  pride  finds  gratifica- 
tion in  the  pomp  of  ancient  forms,  men  attach  fb 
much  importance  to  them,  that  they  daro  not  cor- 
rcft  even  the  vileft  and  moft  degrading  circum* 
fiance  which  ignorance  has  introduced. 

The  Elcftor  of  Mentz  collefts  the  fuffrages,  and 
gives  his  own  as  eleftor  of  Saxony. 

The  emperor  is  elcfted  by  a  majority  of  voter/*' 

There 
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Then  estfts  no  ktw  which  fpccifies  the  qmSIMe% 
jiqyiitd  in  the  peffon  to  be  defted.  The  MUrif^ 
mily  fays^  that  hq  muft  be  agoodyj^/i^  OBd  wfeftil  mmt^ 
BiK  perhaps  there  is  more  wifdom  thtn  appeflA  at 
firft  Tiew  in  this  deTcrtptton  of  a  perfon  proper  «o 
govern :  for  what  in  h/9t  could  condnee  more  to 
ihe  happinels  of  an  empire,  than  to  have  a  farereign 
who  was  good  and  juft ;  and  who  knew  how  to 
lender  hiihfelf  vieful  to  the  (late  he  governed. 

Proteiftants  may  be  elefted  to  the  imperial  throne 
fince  the  treaty  of  Weftphalta,  becaafe  that  treaty 
confers  upon  them  a  participation  of  all  the  rig^ 
enjoyed  by  the  catholic  ftates.  It  was  of  courfe  amoft 
grofs  miftake  in  certain  modem  politicians,  who  pre* 
tended  that  one  of  the  ele6kors,  who  is  beft  able  trt 
faring  a  formidable  force  agatnft  the  emperor,  priEK 
pofed  to  educate  one  of  his  Tons  in  the  cathoUe  re^ 
Ugion,  in  order  to  qualify  him  for  the  impdtial 
dignity. 

It  has  been  afierted,  that  none  but  a  GeniMtfi 
can  be  cleded  emperor,  but  this  aflertior  is  not 
fiipp<»ted  by  any  law  :  and  it  is  beyond  a  donfa^ 
that  a  king  of  France,  who  was  to  obcais  a  majo^' 
rity  of  the  fufirages  of  the  elcdors  might  mouoic  the 
imperial  tlirone,  filled  in  former  times  by  Chaiie^ 
magne  and  his  defcendants.  Policy  is  the  moft 
powerful  obftacle  to  the  defire  any  foreign  prince 
might  have  of  adding  the  imperial  dignity  tohi^ 
owo  power.  ^      " 

■The 
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.  Tlie  laws  do  not  decide  at  what  age  a  pcHbn 
xaay  be  elected  emperor*  Hiftory  informs  us  that 
the  tide  has  been  cqnierred  on  minors,  even  in  thdir 
pupilage:  and  the  capitulation  of  the  Emperor 
Jofeph  fpecifies^  that  he  fliall  not  intermeddle  with 
the  government^  until  he  has  attained  the  age  of 
eighteen  years. 

When  the  eledion  is  determined^  two  notarivs 
make  a  record  of  it  in  prefence  of  witneiTes.  If  tlie 
emperor  is  prefent,  the  capitulation,  which  had 
been  prepared  by  the  eleftors,  is  prefented  to  him, 
and  he  fwears  to  obferve  it.  After  this  they  pro- 
ceed to  the  church,  where,  at  the  foot  of  the  altar, 
the  eleded  prince  is  prefented  to  the  people,  and 
proclaimed  emperor.  If  he  is  abfent,  the  eleftors 
depute  a  prince  of  the  empire  to  inform  him  of  tht 
election,  and  pray  him  to  agree  to  it. 

The  new  eleftion  had  ufed  formerly  to  be  an* 
nounced  to  the  pope,  and  the  coronation  and  con- 
fecratioii  of  the  newly  elcfted  emperor  was  deiired 
of  his  holinefs  :  but  fince  Maximilian  L  the  cm* 
perors  have  been  contented  to  bear  the  name  of 
eleOed  empei'or.  "  ' 

The  iucceffors  of  MaxRnilian  II;  ccafcd  to  fend 
afiurarices  of  obedience  to  the  pope.  Their  am- 
ba^dorsr  went  charged  with  no  other  promifes  but 
thofe  oiproteSion  and  filial  reverence  to  the  church.  • 
■  We^fee  how  much  the  empire  has 'taken,  fincei 
the  firft  treaty  of  Pafiaw,  the  afcendant  ove|  the 

Vol.  i.  K  cour: 
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court  of  Rome ;  and  found  the  w^y  of  ^rU}ag  fyom 
the  dependence  into  which  it  H'^a  ifui^^.  ,.If  |j[if 
doftrines  of  Luther  were  facal  to  Qerixiany,  by  low- 
ing there  the  feeds  of  herefy^  tbey  h^ve  greatly  ^i^ 
lifted  the  princes,  and  particularly  the  chii^f  ofthP 
empire,  in  eftablilhingi  in  the  bofom  of  the  coiuw 
try,  a  power,  on  which  the  thunders  of  the  Vati^^ 
fall  harmlefs  and  die  away*  In  fa6b^  a  pope^ 
who  was  to  deviate  fo  far  from  Roman  policy^  as 
to  endeavour  at  reviving  his  pld  pretentions,  wouI4 
only  weaken  the  catholic  pftrty^  and  augm^Q(  xhf 
ftrength  of  the  proteftants^.  A^,  emperor^^  wbp 
fliould  Aow  be  excommunicated,  would  f^nd  fiil  tjoff 
electors  who  have  feparated  them£elves  from  tbf 
church  on  his  fide  :  a  fupport  which  was  not  known 
to  thoCe.  whom  Ronxe  intimidated  with  its  tsm^ 
naces. 

We  (hall  never  more  behold  an  eoip^roi:  c;(iipbit 
fo  fcandalous  a  fpedacle  as  did  Henry  IV^  ^hft^t 
dopofed  by  a  pope,  he  was  forced,  by  the.firp^xftir 
tion  of  his*  fubjcds^  to  go  and  humble  luiQ^ejiC  bf^r 
fore  his  enemy ;  flifier  himfelf  to  be  defpQijied  sf 
his  robes ;  cloathed  with  a  garment  of  hur-^f  iQjtiiji 
and  condemned  to  remain  alone  and  harf^  |pQte4 
in  a  court  where  he  was  treated  as  :^  prifan$r,i  ,4^ 
where  he  was  obliged. to  faft  three  d^ySy.  ]|^orf|,^f 
made  his  appearance,  undejr  the  chai:a^r  of  4  qs^ 
tive  and  a  penitent,  in  thepi:elilju<;fipf  j^^ponp^Tshft 


no'k^id  ih  his  htmilktiGbi  and  thought  ht  did  him 
a  &v6ur  in  admitting  him  to  kifs  his  fee tw    , 

The  ^pc^  has  ifa  right  either  to  confirm  or  di(w 
pmc  the  cle6Kon  of  an  emperor;  neitheriis  it  he 
who*  now  prefents  the  crown :  it  is  placed  on  the 
ettip^ors  Head  by  the  thfee  ecclefiaftical  eledfaao^ 
Slie  Ef eftor  of  Cologne,  to  whom  the  confecm^ 
tioft  formerly  belonged/ now  divides  the  honour  iof 
(Aat  ceremony  with  the  Eledor  of  Mentz. 
^  'Hie  only  thing  which  feems  to  oppofe  the  efta^ 
MiiHrhentc^  a^proteftant  prince  on  the  imperial 
throne,  is  the  oath  which  the  emperor  takes  zth'iB 
t^drdiiadon,  i)i¥emamng  okedimi^o  the  catholic cbttr^b 
mnd  Hthd  pontijfafkwne.  '•*  But  he  is  emperor  before 
he  is  crowned ;  and  the  only  thing  neceflary  to 
eOfublifli  hit  election,  is  his  adherenoe  to  the  r^^V^ 
JatioH  prefented  to  him  by  the  ele&ors,  r  a; 

-^^Tftofe  *rHtcrs,  who  amrufe  themfelves  widu  ilna- 
gSniixg  new  fyftems  of  government,  pretend  that  the 
ctiipi^isaLy  ip  time  conceive  its  chief  to  be  but  a 
i^efe'piEigeanty  and  ceafe  to  inveft  an  mdividual 
fritb^ihe('imp^i:il  dignity :  but  the  adoption  of 
fu^^t^ftenify  ^>i^<iQuld  be  adopted,  would  be 
V6i?y^ad  ^IJcy  :  the  4)rinces,  of  Germany  may  be 
6ii!Apar6i^6>tb^  4ilfe^ent  ftones  which  compofe  an 
ittlfi't Willie  ^Ha*  enDfp^r^r- forms  the  key  of  the  cen^ 
tf^^f  if  4le  predimiifkawes  over  the  reft^  he  Hili  gives 

folidi^]p eo'^b^ 'whi^»  -> :  .    -       ». 

v^iiij^^^ .  .      K  a  ^ccord^ 
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i3f  gf.tke^.Q0tfimc,,Oittftiit^i«lt, 

, ,  Accordiag  x,o  the  articles  o£  xhfi,,i:^4ffifuliff^^tj^ 
Charles,  .V.  ^d  of  r his  iueccffqrjs,-, ,  the, .'^Wfi<^flf 
iq^^uiireGde  in  Germany :  atJc^ftt  ^flle^&.,iqaJ^Qft^ 
i:kc\imftances  rcqiwe  bis  removal. ^  l.,^  ^nirf^ 
,^.  The  ek<3.ors . iiM^y  name,  during,  .thQ;  lUf  ^^fs^^ 
emperor^  a  king  of  the  RomanSj.  ,and  (iius,  appojtf}! 
Jtihi\  a  iucceflbr ;  it  is  therefore,  the  bufioe($L  oj^]the 
^mjparor,  if. he  wi(hcs  to  bave.the^crQWod^CJDbdUto 
bisjtiexjt  heir,  to  obt^n  this.f^TQpr  for  hiai^fimD 

*p.  -^    ■     ^     ;.  ■  '  ■  »  .11.* 

th^^^le^prs,  >vhile.he  has  over  then),  the  sUceDdeA^ 
iiy hich  fovereign  power  confers* ,  The  king  of  .^i 
Romans,  thus  cledted  and  qrp>yned  like;  t;hp  ?m- 
peror  receives  np  power;  and  fweaw  npt  tQ.;ffpiit 
at  governing. befpre  the  death  of  t^  chief  Qi^fj^ 

If  the  imperial  throne  becomes. vacant,.  1^,^ 
vernment  of  Germany  pertains  to  the  vicars  ^qf.^j^ 
empire.  The  two  vicars  appointed  4a  the  h^l^^ff 
are, the  eledor  palatine«  and  the  elector  of  Saxony. 
Thcneceffity  of  preventing,  by  ;his  app9in^CD(i;fl|, 
the.diforders  and  anarchy  iQcidesxt  ^f o  ^^  Ipngi^ier* 
regnurp,  was  pointed  out  to, the.  legi%tprc.,]^4y 
troubles  and  calamities,  which  the  W^p^^  haj^jf;h^ 
recently  experienced.     ,  ,,,.,,  ,.  .,  ,j      i.., 

.    Thefe  two  vicars  have  a  right,  dudng  the  .cxcB- 
S^  of  their  fundions,  to  adminifter  jufticc;  .grc- 
Jenj  to  .ecclpliafticaL  |)ene^^^  xeceiYe.,thej.revq^ 
nue^Q,f  .the  cmpirp.;.  inveft  .y if h;  fiefs ;  ,>5i4;i:eccilW 
conditional  oaths  of  fidelity  :  but  they  cannot,  un- 
der 


iier  ahy^^ret^mf^'  WfiatcVerr,*  alienate  ^  tifo'rtgage 
Ws!>^t6ptx^'Qi^etini^^^^  The  adminiftraiWn'of 
'*e?^dea^r  i^Mine'eite^  the  dMf?6n  oifthe 

Rfaine^  and  to  Suzttiia  ^and  Franconia:  th'at"bftfic 
Widibr  df  Saxony  iiliiludes^  ill  tke  provinrts^^hich 
ifiifc  giverned  by  the  Saxon  laws.  "^ '  - 

^* '  Iri  cdridttfting  tny  readers  through  thefc  grci; 
'^mi  bf  the  Gcrmanit  conftittition,  I  coiildliUVe 
Ht^tllied  to  eriliveii'the  tedious  details,  by  political 
rcfleftibrisrbu'if'T^^e  were  exaiiiining  pofltive  faws; 
^ttd'it  >^is  my  bufihfcfs  fb  point  out  what  is,  and 
irot  what  blight  to  be.  ' 

*"  I  have  run  haftily  over  the  conftitutions  of  ftatds 
Which  rib  longer  ekift,  becaufe  there  was  no  dcca- 
fion  for  dwelling  upon  the  fubjedt  of  ruins.  But 
^rtiiiny  ifi  ift  its  full  vigour;  it  is  a  collofliis  of 
'^Wfcri  'phtced  in  the  midft  of  Europe  :  it  was 
tiititfbre  rieceffary  to  obferve  all  the  paKs  of  Its  go- 
^i^hiiiieiit,  inwdef^o  difcovcr  what  irhas  to  feal*, 
viiid'^hitt  ttre^ped, 

' '  We ifave  feen  ivii4t  are  the  fundamental  iawsof  this 
emjiffevahd^iiiWhat  manner,  and  under  what  con* 
•ffi^foiS^the'Kdribur  of  becoming  its  chief  is  obtain^ 
ed.  It  now  remains  for  me  to  ihew  of  whom  its 
^cs'ki^  ifWiijibfedi  ^Vhat  are  the  privileges  of  its 
pf&iccS-:  how  it^fe divided:  and  to  what  number 
its  Inhabitant  afe  coinputdd  to  amount.  We  muft 
IfltWVire'takc  k  viiMr  of  its  diets ;  and  obferve  how 


^4  OfthtXkrmnnit^i^Jtiikim. 

th'eyfdrm  thcmfcl^fe,  in  tti*dter  to-'dd8fei?raie  ?c^ 
^ilhhofe  mattch  which  arte  mceflhntly  j>i**(bttW|dTco 

We  muft  not  compare  the  ftartt  •<<f 'GtlftlWfty 
With  tlidfe  which  are  now'aflTsrtiblcd  t6-r*|«ft3&ate 
France,  and  reinftate  her  citizens  ^  thdt^pnfiAaifi^ 
"rights.  The  hitter  have  been  freely  tVt&bA  bf\ik 
will  of  their  fellow  citi2.eni  :  and  th^  6n\y  qO^lidft* 
ttons  requited  of  them^  are  i  regard  for  thfe  ^^ii¥il 
good,  and  a  hatred  of  injuftice  tnd  the'iib^fe  of 
l^ower  t  for  thefe  alone  can  infpire  that  hOhbiJhiblc 
zeal  which  makes  men  ready  to  faCfifice  evfei^  thJHg 
to  public  order;  to  the  encotiragfemtht  of  ^rlotic 
virtue;  to  thedifcharge  of  th^  ttatibrtal  debt j  'a6d 
to  the  reftoring  of  the  hation^l  graittiefe:      '  ;   -^ 

The  ftates  of  the  empire  enjoy  the  priwihi^^^f 

'fetting  and  votiiig  in  their'  affembliie^  oh  tW^'fol-? 

lowing  cotodhionfe  :  The  princes,  counts,  khd  !feiW4, 

muft  poflefs  an  immediate*  principality, '  cduA^',  '8r 

lordftiips.     They  muft  be  admitted  ahd  Vegeft^W 

in'one  of  the  circles  of  the  etnpirt- :  'pay  a  t**'  '^6- 

"per  fdr  a  ftate  of  the  empire,  Agreeable  to  tlWI*- 

gulation  made  bj'tbe  diet :'  knd  they  ttiuft|,b*fiicifes 

the  Confent  of  the  emperor  artd  eledtors,  obtiin  that 

of  the  college,  and  of  the  bench  to  which  they  *k 

to  be  admitted.  ■  • 

•'^  Thus  the  right  of  fufFrage  is  ttdt*  attach^efl'to^tlfe 

perfon^  but  the  property  t  a^tule  which  fefetni^  ttth- 

tradi(5Vorjr  to  reafon  :  for  fiirely  the  pofTeflSon  ^f^a 

^ '  -' '  ^  *  '~^  '    '^-  prin^ 
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^ncipility  t)r  lor<l(hip  communicates  not  Jto.^th^ 
'proprietor  the  <:apacity  of  giving  good  advice*  But 
when  vtoity  founds  inftitutions,  confequences  j^t 
ieldem  confidered. 

-  Thcfe  Aatcs  are  either  ecclefiaftics  or  l^meft.  Jp 
4he:  $tft  dafs  are  to  be  reckoned  archbilhops^  bi- 
fliops,  prelates^  and  abbes :  the  other  cc»nprehends 
cleftors3  dukes,  princes,  landgraves,  margrayqs, 
;burgraves,  counts,  barons,  and  the  imperial  cities* 
.. .  The  dates  ajSembled  at. the  diet  are  divided  into 
three  colleges:  that  of  elcdors;  that  of  princes; 

and  th^  of  cities, 

.-,  *  ...        .      .  ^  ^ 

,   -The  number  of  eledors  was  originally  feven  :  the 
»Arc^bjfliop  of  Mentz,  Treves,  and  Cologne;  the 
King  of  Bohemia,  the  Count  Palatine,  the  Duke  of 
Saxony,  and  the  Margrave  of  Brandenburg. 
w  At  the  time  when  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia  wai 
tnade,  an  eighth  eledor  was  added  to  ttft  ,number, 
out  of  favour  to  Charles  Louis,  Count  Palatine, 
whofe  father  had  been  put  under  the  ban  of  the 
empire^  and  deprived  of  his  title  of  eledor,  that  it 
might  be  bellowed  upon  the   houfe  of  Bavaria. 
.Thus  the  dignity  conferred  upon  that' houfe  con- 
tinued with  it,  and  reflitution  was  made  to'  the  fa- 
inily  from  which  it  had  beeh  taken. 

The  nomination  of  a  ninth  eledor,  in  favour  of 

-the  hpufe  of  Hanoyer,  was  attended  with  many 

impeding  circumftances.    The  honour  had  been 

granted  -by  the  ^mperor  Leopo]i4  V^  the  Puke  of 

K  4  Hanover^ 


clcdors;  £iw^,.wiUi  C9f»fi??«^/  tb».pfQj(tot,r|»ri]r,- 
ftr/jagthcncd  hy  a  new  fuffir^gf.  ;  v.    lo  ,>u-  .-,ja  i 

AJl  ^cfe  dij^cultif  s,  I?Qth.  PQ  the  part  of  ti^c:  eWfir/ 
tors  fipA  ^5  :PP.^?s  of j]^§  jei;5^ir?,,  M^ro  .6na%r  id»  i 
ju^jjd^.qiid^rthe  ]^inpcror  Jpfisplt.ib  I7p8^ftnd  tho- 
following  conditions  agreed  upon  by  tbe  parocs^i 
*  lax^fc  the  dignity  of  ^li^dof  palaj[ine.(haMl,&il,to 

Ijeie&oral  branch  of  HaQovcr  remains^  tKc.cath^i 
^  lies  fliall  enjoy  a  jightpf  ft  fupcrnunsifrarx  fuffrag^^jj 
*^  which  ihalL  begivi^n  by  jth^  catholic  ^le^Qij  :^fl: 
^  iii  rw^."  The  fame  treaty  fubjefl:cd  the  ^Ucftog; 
of  .HaPrOver  to  pay.aii  qctraordin^ry  t^x^  h^^fiSli 
that  ufually  paid,  of  300  florins  to.  tiie,  iij^peria^; 
chamber.,,       ,  ^        ,         .  r 

,Xlje  ^rjjjjCoUege  of  the  empire,  ^whi^J^  was.thufl, 
compofed  of  nine  .eledors^  ha$  comprehjeijided  oalyii 
eight  fince  thp  electorate  of  Bavaria  becajii^.  exripft.{ 
Tl^e  f^cond  college  is  formed  .of  thofe  who  are  ^i^ 
lUrjgyi^ed  by^  the  title  of  princes,  .  Jhefg  a??  4*7.^ 
vi^dcd  into  two  claflcs ;  the  ecclefiaftics  .^n4.it)»/. 
fqculars^    ,      ..  }  .  :.:ji 

Jhrre  are  in  Gerpany  twenty-two  b[(lippsj  whq^ 
enjoy  the  raak  of  princes,  of  the  empire.    Thefc, 
bilbpps.  unite  thf  epifcopal  rights,  or  ecclefiaftical 
Turifdi^ioAi  with  the  temporal  rights  attached  tgi 
tbci^  principalities  :  they  receive  their  temporal  in- 
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veftittire'fftkn  the' etoj^  and;  frbift  tHt'ttfet^ 
mtAt^^^btH*  itiveftmcMy  even  before' thcifxtinfeG^. 
crAlksi,-tii^y^txercifo  teritttorilal  dominM^^  ^]  ^:>i:> 
There  arc  of  thefe  jwrelites  two  dairfcs :  th^  iSrS,^ 
wh<>  ciijfey' the  title  of  princes,  haVe  ?ach  bf  thittJ  a 
fuilragei  the  others  vote  cdledtivcly,  andWthefiS^ 
fore  united  on  two  branfches,  whith  give  twoHftttl/^ 

fi-ages.  ■  .r      ■       --^-■''   ^ru'voikrr 

Among  thefe  dates  we  likewife  fee  alArfefife^ 
whom,  in  all  public  ads,  the  German  lah^ige' 
ftyles  aMe/Jas '  pri^iiiy^s^   cu^kck  p'inciStesi     '^tj 
Iiave  votes^  and  fit  aftiong  the'  prelates.  -  ^    '  ^  -  ^ ' 

All  the  counts  of  the  empiric  arte  Aot  icfeiit<Wl  to' 
the  honour  of 
thcni  have  only 
^hich  they  belong.  •  ..  t 

Thofe  who  are  counts  by  brevet  only,  do  hot  fit' 
in^  any  of  the  public  affcmblies.    They^aJfc  In  'G^r- 
many  what  the  brevet  counfcllbrs  of  ftatt  ire  ^ii 
France,  who  h^ye  no  part  in  the  council^ 

The  counts,  who  have  feats  in  the  diet  of  the 
empire,  are  divided  qh  four  benches,  and  liave 
among  theni  only'  one  yote.;  fo  that  it  is  rather  thi 
fenfe  of  the  whole  bench  whiph  is  taken,  than;jclf 
the  individuals  who  fill  ii\  '-  Thefe  counts  how- 
ever  make  part  of  the  college'  of  princes.     '   '  "    -'^ 

The  barons  (land  next  to  the'coi^nts  m  the  Varik 
of  nobility,  and  have  feats  witl^  them  in  the  diet. 

tKe" 


fitting  in  the  gendtal  diet.    Some'  of 
Iv  feats  in  the  diet  of  the  clrclfe*t6^' 
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;  >  ITi*  fMM  c411t%e  isfdnHed  of  the  ittiperi&I  dtita^ 
which^htti^e  rtodcrcdthemfelvcs  independent  I  The 
greater  purt^of  thefe  hxvt  obtakwd  their ^fr^iedtxte 
nither  hs^  ioAqueft  tfaati  purchaicy  which  b  certmnk 
ly  the  nobleft  title  tt>  libertyj  .'*     -> 

When  C3iarlemagne  eritettd  Gerrtiany^  he  fbuirf 
it  Witht^tit  dties ;  a^nd '  it  was  that  conqutfror  who 
caufed  t-^he  firft  city  to  be  built  there.  . !  • 

-Meniy,  fitnamed  the  Fooler,  followed  the  exJ- 
limpid  6f  Ghaflemagne,  in  building  cities-  for  the 
purpofe  only  of  protedidg  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  from  the  incurfiorii-  of  the  Huns* 

A 'Change  in  the  rcfidertcc  of  men  produces  a 
greater  cffeft  than  rtiight  be  fuppofcd  in  their  go^-' 
Iterritnent,  and  in  their  pbiitical  ideas;  They  are  no 
fooner  aflfembled  in  a  place  of  common  abode,  than 
they  Communicate  to  each  other  the  fentimencs 
which  nanare  has  implanted  in  every  heart :  thdir 
tlKMfghts  are  purified  iind  ennobled  by  this  commit* 
flication,  and  their  mihds  conceive  wiflies  for  ifv« 

m 

depeftdence. 

Twenty  thoufand  families  living  detached  arid 
ffcatt^ed  oi'er  a  great  extent  of  ground  will^  for  ft 
lolig  time,  endure  oppreffion  and  injiifticei*befoft 
they  dare  to  breathe  a  murmur  againftthcirlord;  who 
lives  fecurcd  in  a  ftrong  caftle,  and  has  a  troopof acm- 
■ed  hirelings  at  command,  to  enfohre  his  ailtbority*: 
to  labour^  to  payy  and  to  fuffer,  is  therefore  the  hard 
tof^towhichthefemifena^blefamiUesreiigiithemfelves* 

CrwOicd 


J  <<    '  •  .'  f  •  ■  " 


jEnlfhdd  da«l»ft  hj  t  load  of  wretchcdneTs,  thel^lce 
ToFSnftM&ten  never  penetrates  tbeir  cabins;  ah4, 
^^if  kiioW  ^thifj^  btit  tiicif  own  wiakncfe  :  while 
tmbic  and  the  4)onds  of  nature  attach  thcA  to  the 
foil  they  cultivate,  though  the  fruiti  itprodUcek 
teuftbefhared  with^heiropprctfors*  Thus  Mrtlole 
a^es  roll  ftW^Y)  and  generation  after  generation  of 
thefe  unhappy  people  fuccceds,  only  to  fuffdr>  be*- 
fore  they'  have  \ny  idea  of  fbftcaing  their  cdndi- 
tidn ;  or,  by  breaking  the  yoke  of  fcrvitudc,  fC* 
idtning  the  natural  ftate  of  man. 

If  men,  in  iJhisdppreffed  condition,  arefo  fituat^' 

cd   as' to  be  afraid   of  the  inr6ad  of  batbatons 

hordes,  that  fiar  is  a  mfeans  of  prolonging  thttit  dcj- 

pendencc  :*  they  thin  lookup  to  the  proud' 4or4^ 

paramount,  whofe  idlenefs  is  fed  by  their  indufhy, 

in  no  other  light  than  as  their  neceffary  protedCart 

the  caftle  which  domirtcers  over  their  thatched  c6l?- 

tages,  appears  an  afylum  effdntial  to  their  {>refeh. 

vatiot^ ;  ahd  the  matter,  who  inhibits  it,  obtain^ 

from  their  fears  and  their  hopes,  all  the  fefvicesi.- aJl 

Jthe  linp&^id^for  drudgery  which  his  caprice  catif'in- 

<vent  or  require.     From  hence  have  arilen  alhtbofb 

•fliafmifui  fervitudes,  diftinguifhed  by  fo  many;  ex-. 

tf^avagant  ajipellations^  which  hiave  fo  ^extitmdy 

bumiliared  the  laiborious=  part  of  the  human  racd 

But  thefe  intimidated  families  are  no  foonet*  tufitf^d 

ift'  one  cky  than,  refleftiitg  oh  the  eaontiitjr'AITthft 

tributes  whicji  they  pay ;  onjthe  hofetiefs  Aitkfi  um^ 

'     '       ^  warded 
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wtrded  fcnrices  to  which  they  are  firbjcd ;  and  ihti; 
tually  communicating  their  indignation  ahtl  S^ 
itmsk  ^  they  proceed  to  put  an  edd  ib  tfalt  irgtidicc 
^iwfadch  they  were .  the  viftims.  Flhdihg  tKenl- 
feiv^  able  to  refift  the  attacks  of  foreign  invadet^ 
1>y*tbo  ftr^ngth  of  their  walU^  and  their  own  tmm^ 
brr^idiey  ceafe  to  regard  their  lord  as  an  indifpenA 
ibk  proteftor.  They  tlien  feek,  in  foxne  govern- 
ing^ power,  a  refuge  from  fignorial  tyranny ;  and  if 
they  haVenot  always  obtained,  under  their  adopted 
cbiefi  a  perfeft  liberty^  th^y  have  at  leaft  foftent4 
their  fervittide^  It  is  in  this  mannei^tfaat  cities  have 
kfenfibly  weakened  the  pow«  of  thofe  petty  'ty- 
xantsof  the  country,  and  ftrengthened  that  of  foj 
v^rcigus,  by  acknowledging  but  one  fqprcme  chief 
man  cigipire^  ^^^^ 

':  it  is  fo  much  the  intereft  of  kings  to  favour  thH 

fipft  independence,  that  they  encourage  it  by  cdft* 

> 

ceffions,  and  by  granting  privileges  to  tliA'iiihibit^ 
ants^of  citiei^:  a^Hd  this  is  the  origin  6f  their  rni-^ 
muiittie$,  which  were  proportioned  to  their'pof)\S^ 
]ov^nefs,  and  to  the  difficulty  the  monarch  fouhd  i4 
fubjqgating  them.  ^'' 

The  greater  part  of  thofe  cities  in  Germatiyjl 
which  now  bear  the  title  oifree  cities y  acqviired  thif 
diflinguiihed  title  during  the  long  interx^gnun^t* 
Thejn  Aniiihilated  the  power  of  the  imperial  judges,- 
aad'iiaY^  Qow  the  honour,  by  fending  their  depu< 


4»k 
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tj^S,  10.  ;hcp,QjEn^nia,nic;  <lict>  of y  taking  part  isbtfat 

gpycrwept  gf .tt^e-^empUe.-  rj.t.H    .n.v.  vika.i 

.,^:Tfhc  p4yi|eges  q£ thcfe  cities- were  all  cdnfutneA 
tp  ijtiem  iiy  the  tre;aty  of  W^pWia.  -  TJiat .  trni^ 
gja^4  co^  the^x  tke  right , of  voting  by.  tbeib  reprb) 
%^^ives^in(b,otb  the  genersdaod.  particft^r  cUecfi 
H^lUo.  allowed  tbeo;!  royaltiei^  :ioll$^  and  anaila],  mi 
vj9aue$^  ci^y  fi;eedgpa>  a  £Qw«  of  conftfcaiji^  afeift 
jufifdi&i^  lyithiii^ithQkoiw  w^ai^tcviMd^s^^n^ 
f ,  The  dq[>U(ie&:  of,  itlio  ifp^  cities  are  dividedritt^dib 
^t  on.  two  ^bqQche&  i  thap  of  (he  rbeimfibe  andrfthb 
Jfkmbifeke.  r  Aod  e^ch  cky  has<a;rufirage«'  j}  iir^fi) 
.  Theie  cities. have  a  fenate^  the  memborsfif  iviubk 
afc  takea  eichecrfromthe  burgefles  or  the.  nobyicfj; 
or  botl>r tc^ther  ;  accordi^gf^s  the-  ^x^nwpt^ 
the  city  leans  to  ariflocracy  or  decnoof 01^3:  nauvft 
they  havea  pow^c  of  changing,  their  iofMj  plro^ided 
they  do  not  adopt  Qne;whichia  contrary^  Kiihoiliki 

of i;l^e  empire*  ^.  !..•  -,  -j.-TiJi.i.^^:  /v-  Tinr.  ^'noilt'^'' 
,  rT^cfe  cities  fure;Copfidered  iasrbbmg  uodQrttiB)|HnK 
t^t^ion  <9f  the  empker  biUctheraaire  fcune.^ijrioicfir 
whiffh^  i^QiPP)  jthek.  iltpation  >a#4>  thbir  opokodcpland 
fo  expofed  to  the  danger  of  being  accaOitsodiiiigffffid^ 
rei£/[>^,;  %\i^\  h6Jioic  they  ican  obtaini  froBi;^h0tciU« 
p):rQvi^h€|i!i?XM.ccouJiS,  aecefiaiiyfornQpelUog/bdrafiaily 
they  ruath^  hazard  of;  fuft^imjog  imparaiblKJi^fledi^ 
the  city  of  Hai^byrg^has  oy^r^rjchanjaiiceiiCicpoiiT 
enced  thjis  diftreffing  €;iyci^nE^oqe;^  aodiwwiiKhyv 
years  ago  forced  to  make  very  great  iacrifices^  in 

order 


t4t  e^tbe  QermMk  Cu^iMiHH 

otvlerto  remove  from  its  walh  l  lAnidt 'iOjkfi 
which  had  laid  it  under  contribifitiohy  oh  ^'pf^ 
tencc  cf  the  city  having  promifed  aiif'iai^l^iifirfc^aQ 
army  of  Ruffians,  who  retired  wrthotit*gliting;]*^^' 
The  Danifh  general  hearing  of  ^ii'^mt^ 
l^eugli  it  never  was  carried  intoeiFect^  rAkdit^Mf 
^teffing  demands:  and  the  Hamburgers^  feftrihgM 
fte  the  environs  of  their  city,  whew  the  bpufeikei* 
of  commerce  had  difplayed  all  its  luxury,  hecfintie 
the  prey  of  an  army,  jealous  and  determii«e3't>il; 
revenge,  did  not  hefitate  to  pay  the  expence  of  ^ht 
compaign  of  which  they  had  been  only  fpdl%iitMt£'^ 
^  Cities-which  are  dSefirous  to  maintai'n  theh*4ikfe4; 
pendence  ought  to  have,  inftead  df  ^g^eeftb)^c6ufi4 
try  houfes,  good  magassines  well  fumiftied  s  ftt^h^ 
advanci^i  works^  inftead  of  gatee,  finely  *-  tirttB^^ 
mented  t>y  the  arts;  ufeful  cannon,  inftead  ^^hciflp 
moving. baubles,  which  only  fill  the  air  with* an 
empty  found  ;  and  citizens,  animated  with  a  'dfefii^ 
of  liberty,  inftead  of  thofe  effeminate  fpbaintes^  whb' 
are  enervated  by  luxury  and  voloptuoufnefi^  ^  ^  AP 
tiiey  pwfer  the  delicacies  of  Capria  to^evefy  biktSf 
cohfideration,  let  them  always  pofiefs  gofldt^oiigffl 
to  buy  the  retreat  of  the  enemies  who  pitfefrit  thekkw* 
(elvet^befone  their  walls;  and  let  them^HVe  i^  the^ 
continual,  terror  of  feeing  thofe  enenjies'  come  to 
lay  chcm>iinder  contribution^  •  ^ 

3;lie»ght  of  convening  the  (tat^  belongs^  to  ihbr 
-,  .  ^2j.«44*.'  'ttRperwTi' 


cxqperon  Tbey  are  convened  by  lfitl«rs  patent 
^^f efTed  to  each  flaie  feparately^ 

.Tbe.dfe.c  {xiuil  b^  held  ia  one  of  the  citifs  of  th^ 
CQipif^.  It  iiqiy  fits  at  Ila|ti/bon :  and  as  it  h^^s  froBr 
lifx^ed  to  fit  there  fince  1^63,  it  is  \ipci:poS\^\^  to 
i^y  ^ow  long  it  piay  yet  continue,  or  what  d^crecii 
jffffij  r^fult  fropi  th^  opinions  qi  (hofe  members  vhp 
ie*y  ftiU  be  worA.out,  die,  *nd  bf  fqcc/eeded  \ff 
9th^  Otemtiers,  before  th?  <;>bjc<%  of  their  »fi^bly 

M  ^^w^plifti^d. 
^  There  q^ri  be  <iq  doub(  that  this  augud  body  q£ 

f9ver«gj^§,  Q?  their  repreftntafivQs,  muft  view  with 
ilHltfJi^t,ude  tjbe  f^v<?Iutk)n  of  ideas  which  has  takea 
p}^9  iqi  the  fpifids  of  n^i).  Perhaps  they  tnay  nov 
A^t^r  d^re  to  publi(h  their  firft  decifioos  i  for  pridr 
is  jff^rfq}  of  difplaying  her  works  in  an  enlightened 
}^^  ig^d  before  the  tribunal  of  the  public;^ 

A  majority  of  fuffrages  makes  a  law  iq  all  mae<r 
t^fs  vhicb  A^egard  the  eqipir^  and  the  dates  in  ge** 
n^r^^  i,J?ut  ^t^iajority  fe^fes  to  be  decifivQ  io  ^b&in 
c|  relij5jfl%, .  When  points  of  that  delicaf ^  nature 
fM*^i>  l?f,49ter«iined,  pqinK  to  which  thQffpiritof 
Pff ty  ^fqhes  fo  mu<jh.  in^por-t.ancp,  the.  Aa^es  dir 
vijde  ij^io  twft  bo4i^  j  an^  tl)ey  tre#t  with  e^Qh  other, 
a$one  pqw^r  4oe$  w>ith  another  power,  thri^ugh  chf 
mfdiuoi  pf^V^e  ^ife^^^s,  wh^  mutually  comniuni^ 
cate  the  refult  of  the  df;h!;>e«r^tionS;oC.€i9i9hpj|rcy;;« 
and  \hfir  par;;ie§  ii>.fii>Q  agrf^^  Jefs  fromjagfurifSiii^ 
thpin  indolence  and  wearinefs^ 

After 
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After  what  I  have  faid  rcfpcdting  the  free  cities, 
it  will  be  prcfumcd  that  they,  having  a  right  of 
voting  in  the  diet^  and  forming  a  third  college, 
mud  concur  in  the  formation  of  a  law :  but  the  va^ 
nity  6f  the  eledtors  and  princes  will  not  leave  with 
them  the  appearance  of  legiflators*  After  the  three 
colleges  have  examined  the  matter  propofed  for 
their  coniideration,  and  given  their  opinions  upon 
it  feparately^  the  eledtors  and  princes  affemble  in  a 
hall,  where  they  continue  to  deliberate  on  the  fub* 
jcft  until  they  come  to  a  uniform  opinion..  The 
college  of  the  cities  is  not  admitted  to  this  confer- 
ence; but  the  two  fuperior  colleges  communicate 
their  opinion  to  them :  and  whether  that  opinion  be 
agreeable  or  adverfe  to  its  own,  it  is  adopted  by  the 
college  of  the  cities.  The  refult  is  then  prefented  to 
the  emperor,  and  his  approbation,  if  beftowed^ 
gives  it  at  once  the  force  of  law. 

The  cities  have  long  complained  in  vain  of  this 
infradion  of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia.  Tliey  are 
told,  in  reply,  that  they  fend  deputies  to  the  diet : 
that  thofe  deputies  give  there  their  votes^  which 
are  received  :  and  that  it  is  undoubtedly  their  own 
fault  if  regard  is  not  paid  to  them. — ^Why  are  they 
not  fufliciently  enlightened  to  vote  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  electors  and  princes  ?  This  anfwer, 
extraordinary  as  it  may  appear,  will  always  have 
confiderable  weight  while  it  is  given  by  a  power  fo 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  complainants. 

If 
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If  tht  emperor  or  the  three  cplleges  differ  ia 
.opinjion^  the  bufinefs  remains  undecided,  and  the 
JS^tjer  ^confideratioa  of  it  is  put  off  to  a  future 
£U9.<^  :  (his  is  tantamount  to  a  fufpenfiye  ^XQto^ 
equally  veiled  in  the  members  of  the. diet  and  the 
:€lvief  of  the  empire. 

;  Whfa  a  iaw  isi^xbus  determined^  the  emperor^ 
tl^  ele^or  of  Mffxiz^  and;  fome  others,  afEx  to  it 
jtheir  (eals.  ;  The  ea^peror  then  caufes  it  to  be  fo* 
ieaEmjy-  publilhed,  and  addrefles  it  to  the  fovereign 
courts  of  jwftice,  to  be  by  them  regiftered  and 
adhered  to  without  oppolition  and  without  r.eaK>n« 
ftrance*.  A  copy  is  afterwards  deppiited  in  the 
Archives  of  the  emperor,  and  another  in.  the  archives 
p£the  empire^  kept  by  the  eledlor  of  Mentz« 

From  this  account  of  fo  many  neceflary  formal!- 
jties^  it  will  not  appear  wonderful  that  fo  much  time 
jelapfes  before  the  publication  of  a  new*  law^  which  is 
^cquently  produced  with  more  parade  than  wifdom. 
.  One  jof  tlie  great  caufes  of  the  flow  proceedings 
of-lhefe  diets,  and  the  ,  di^icuky  of  conciliating 
the  (ofirages,  is  the  form  in^  which  the  inftruftions 
^iven  to  the  deputies  are  drawn  up.  M.  de  Mon« 
tefquieu,  who  was  ilruck  with  this  inconveniency^ 
.inadey  with  refpedt  to  thefe  mandates,  a  very  judi* 
.clous  obfervation  ;  which  might  have  accelerated 
.the  decifion  of  our  national  afiembly,  if  the  autho* 
rity  of  that  great  man  had  met  with  the  attention 
it  deferved. 

Vol,  L  L  ^'  It 
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^*  Laws)  that  the  reprefentatives,  whcbihfm  iCh 
\f' coived  gcMral  iitftf u^iom  4rmmdMmi»^^ 
^.  mM^  (houid  be  psitkalatfy  if^iv^Oi  il^BbMl 
^ViiiicvdY  affair^  as  ii  the  ^*fti«e  ilctifep  s^R^ 
•  •  <$ermaxiy .  Jt  is  •  truQ  tifyi  <hfr^it  mtA^^rfk^ 
f^  wwda  of  ike  dtputt<9  ai9  q^cS'j^pf!H^Vf(jol>tte 
«*  voice  of  the  people :  but  iC;>mlftiio§fl«iM)MT 
•^  imte  delay:;  :^ye  Any  e«e^4ep^^lMHC<H949mt 
floitheothersr^  ainl^  m  the  i»<^j!f0^6ngnWpM^ 
<^  genciesy  nUow  the  vhoteteoergyiiolfdidfmttiQftiA 
M  be  ftoppjDd*  by-  thij  <}a{fti«9iofrMn^mdi9M^|ia^^^ 
V.  Tixc?  pew^^  thei  4Wcii6  not  iePHfiAcdt  t^  iiMwr; 
fmiiig  die.  ktwft^  or |$aj»opQJiii^  Heit^^mt c  tli%f<^ 
of  making  war  and  peace  belongs  alfo  Mi^ftifctt 
But  as^  in  d^  (if  any-fiiddeft  hofttlity^  itrmig)irbe 
dangeious  ta  have' the^^  QAtoSiwi  of  ^  che/^nsqpkiiiM 
pend  on  :a 'diet  which  s^IbiAdes  and  Hfdol^pOf:^ 
flo^y^  t  Wc^imlatiOA  of  Ferdinand  I  V.rwdiOVififi 
i^eeGQ^rcMT  totake^  in  cafe  of  unforefeoBitmrUMi^ 
iN^i^eS)  1^.  c^inion'Of  thoelei^o^  Qoii^g^^mkfuli 
'  The  ftateitfliuftrAlf<>*be  cofif^ed  ia  ^tMWl^ 
«iUaAce  :  but  she  en^peror^.  tn-^a)i|y  of  fofffx%k 
of  a  coun^  which  mak^^-Ao^paTt  of  the  tti^irth 
contradU  ^dUan^e^^  ^g^i^sf*  ifl^  \nu:s  .And:  ibakkcft 
f)eaco  byjfeis  pwp^aw€hftrJty4^atl|l  ftc«hftp3>  tfor  *hii 
reafon,  k  would  be  better  policy  not  alwaysioiSQife- 
ler  the  imgexifAi  c|owA;^on?  JMpi^o^  inffic^ 


al4pliiB»Hl^l(Iit^4<ittu)i,f>wliidi  oMiy  fcfsm  of  to# 
$|l|i$|c(<l9j|i9i)<JI|fM8^M(3^^        iitMmhtt  I  buc  after 

ftibv»|»W(  W«£U»; "'  1%(i^bl^bQ^  ftdmiiiiften  juw 
#c|Nil|itile-4i«m&«IF>th^-ei^pirtf :  «iicl-it  is  fo  «&• 
||^4jMPtiibuiMl  -of  th9  em]^ire>  tbicthe  death  of 
■^  fWIKTiatf  4ob»  not  mtiitapc  it«  proeeedings.  k 
liWiiwfWr^'M*  *tHhe4^fliMds'iyhkii  ate  brought 
4priW#%«  whetbtir  lliy^^^ii^i^tiftre'  la  tbi^'firft 
4(lfiafHS»i  '^  :bf  a|>peil  ffdM^Sifc  diKlficfns  gttenin 
4M|fi^Ktf  ^hoTe  fov^eii^'^ii^-hot^ate  famovis 
^p($«illpg«^Avhktlf  k'  oiJiiffi.'tk  ^m^^tppeiloHih,  and 
iMditioh^foniK  «ri»  i<tf^<b<^:^ttfi<ibates  •tff  tlSe  el^aonil 

v::.Tii9^ifi|p«mI  -^bambefii  -bbuitd'-tb  ^determine 
'^^iM&M^llabijr  with  the  iundamental  laws,  of  which 

L  2  I  am 
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I  am  going  tb  fpcak,  and  whrdi  ay*  fifeinidietf'tt» 
the  Saxon  and  Roman  laws  :  for  it  is  ftillthefor- 
tWffet)f  thcfe  people  to  ddtriineer  bVer  dielddihds^ 
of  nrett,  by  the  wifdom  bf  their  andenf  IdgHhtltort^^ 
tdicn  they  can  no  longer  command  thttti  "by  Ifit 
force  of  arms*  '    '  "  '  '  '   • 

'  Although  the  decrees  pf  the  imperiiil  ehkttibeF 
are  definitive,  there  is  dill  a  meatns  of  eltrding  Jtt 
decifion^r  for  the  fpirit'bf  chicane  tnfl-evti^ 
where  find  refources,  artd  opportunity  of  evafibli. 

Hie  aulic  council  excrcMcs  its  jurifdifl5dri*ih^hc 
name  of  the  emperof  only.  '  Tt  is  from  hibi  the 
judges  'receive  their  commiflions  ;  and  their-  func- 
tions ceafc*  at  his  death.    '  ';  -   ' 

*  The  aulic  counceHors  are  divided'- 'bn  two 
bciiches :  the  firft  contains  the  counts,  barons^  ^^ 
other  nobles;  the  fecond  is  ftyled  thc'bttttb'ijf 
learned  men.  The  new  nobility  are  obliged  to 
take  their  feats  here,  not,  perhaps,  without  fome 
apprehenfionof  being  taken  for  learned  mett'  j  for 
jri  Germany,  wh^re  the  feudal  cuftoms  ftitl'hold 
doihfflion,  it  is  one  <tf  the  privileges  of  nobility  to 
take  precedence  of  merit :  it  would;  howevwi  i>c 
more  prddchtr  for  thefe  titled  executors  of  the'laW; 
to  fecurc'therirfelves  from^ing  aftrayj  byfiiflfef- 
itig  the4ight-tomarch  before  them;  ' 

The  aulfc  council  w  alw^^s  held  near  the  cdiiit 
ef  the  fovcreign ;  and  in  amy  important  affairs  it 
is  obliged  xjor  fubmtt  its  0|Jinion  to  Ht^  tHiptitcrj 
'"'"  •    "  whofe 


/ 

5i7li^^j[J^ifiqijk.in|iJ^p$^A  ,  But.  as  xhis  maar 

jv^jn,  g((-<i^(^ipg  p^f^rs  is  fiabjed  to  great  uxcoayq, 
iiicncy^  fccwwfe  .t^ct  ,tj^tU  of  emperor  doe^.not  ijaifij 
a»jp^4><?^thp.po^iljtypf  erring  th^  clf?^a» 
4iJ^e.^afJe .  the  ,?a[\pe;:pr  fwcar  never  to  .deci^p  ig 
any  affair,  but  in  the  prefence  of  the  prefidejgit,pjF 
X^yfi\iUc  c^uflCfl^^of  ij^e  vice  cJianceUor.pf  tiM?  tm^ 
jpire^^d.of  f^ip^.^coui^feilors  of  both  religions^ 
paftkulajcly  i^f  .|l^e  .parties.  ciQa<;^erned  aj;e  of  different 

^,iIhc|.,w^fi9(.o^«vadi|ig.tbc  decifipns  of  the^avlic 
fq\iT^JL  ar.e^  by  a  revifioa  of  their  decree,  by  pe;ij| 
tiQi^  to.fhe  emperor,  and. by  an  appeal  to  the  diet, 

I  will  run  as  rapidly  as  pofUble  over  thjefe  details  :^ 
I^  tt^ou^  I  am  fearful  of  dwelling  too  long  oa 
Vaint$^€;ij[^qg  ibrms,  I  am  no  lefs  afraid  of  ooiitciag 
^Xri^P^^^tant  points  of  pubJ^c  law :  the  path  of 
Xhe^ic^epc;es  is  not  like  that  of  the  fine  arts,  alway$ 
ijtiri^yefj.  vfith  flowcxs.  .  .: 

.  .3efj:j!re  I,fpeajc  of  the  power  mi  popuUtion,  of 
t^e.eqpipife,  I  muft  trace  it&divifioa$# 
^ ,  9(;rmany  is  divided  intq  nine.  circUs*.  Thofe  (X 
J^wajbia,  fiavaria, '  and  Auftria,  extend  from  eai^ 
XQ.vfeAi,  along  the  jfouth  f^de  of  the  German  empir^ 
Cjnv^the  jiorxb,.  lie  higher  and  lower,  Saxony^*  ^n4 
Weftphalia;  audio  the  wff^  Franconia  aod. tti^ 
two  pircfles  of  the  higher  and  low^r  Rhin^«  In 
jthei^  circles  <are  con^prehended.  the  doojinions  9^ 
^Mi^^  oftbfpp^icpsj 

L  3  and 
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tenth  circle,  the  circle  of  Burgundy,  which  indlMili| 
cii' the  Ibw  totfOtriei:-  '■-•'•  •"  ;' H  flj,.'n  t>Y/ 
'  'the  ethpefoT  Majffmcliin-'I.  irajf  tft*  ihltitbMi 
^6f  thdfe'  circled  r'aMis  ihfHnftk>h>it^  tibiliiAfWl 
fey  t^o  diets.'  the  olgefts  ofthis  divlfioir'tir|tf«f\» 
InainWin  internal  peace/  tb  haften  ddibti:iN9c«ft^ 
%o  facilitate  cotitribtitfehi/  wHtfther  ghltitl^d^  ik 
jiioney  or  troops;  to  ti^ffbai  the  estecxKitt!!  of  itel 
trees  pafled  againft  the  ftates;  and,  in  finej^fl^ 
^Ifidcr  the  a^mfts  of  the  nobles,  by  IkhitiAg',  fei'^i 
(f:fearer  manner,  the  iconfiries  6f  the  telritorial  fott^ 
jrcilgnty  pehaiiiliig'tb  each  ftate.  •  '    ^^"^ 

This  divi^bhj^is  has  been  rettiarked  hf  tftt  :adi 
thor  of  the  DeplOrJfetic  Dlftionkrf ,  has  not^btfwA^ 
Veil  itfieoited  as  it  was  Wifely  conceived*  'AlNB* 
Ibites  of  the  empire  ari  not  exaftly  cdmpreihfcliJtei 
in  it :  and  fuffiricnt  regafdhas  not  been  piid^iWtllf 
fituation  of  the  provinces.  For  inftance,  ttnc^piit  of 
the  idomims  bttenging  t6  the  circle  of  AuRtte, 
and  others  rfepthdent  oii^^ltc  ditle'  of  the^ht^ 
khjtti,  "exteAa-iiitothe  cIrtW'df 'SwaWk-: .  Ifcey 
ih(^ild-cbnfequ*tftlyifevc'beeft  iniftiaed  iifr^iift4^ 
circle.  Similar  irregularities  are  obferva<^re'^iP%lfe 
circles  of  We«(^£%;' attk  or^thelii^«fik^dr«$wer 
Rhine".  Thi!^  'Rites'  <«*©'ik)fr<»fsri6-ihin«id!«<J  ter- 
ritories, ^  iaidl^ded'in^ne'bf  thefe'ckl'c'tes?  ^AWs 
the  counti'Palatifii  Virt  votes  and-^eats  Wi^tMc'hf- 
fenibfies  of  tfe  Mle-'iJF  Wiftphaliay  WtlWilgh  tKsjr 

.  ^  poflefs 


*• 


We  muft  hope  th«  there  wUl  Btf>l^  .t^c,t^  f^ 
fWlfejlW  sgippl^.pf  the  |J^^ 

KmmAh§  whole  bfnifvf.  tiea^  i^sl^  al|  iei^d  to  o^ 

csmmm^ntr^r^  » w  intereftf ;  ap^  .^9  fobftitute^ 

W  tbe.rQogi  o£  j>fiiifilegcf^4  ip^ftpms  offenfivejo  Ij- 
l«nt)r^  aiii4)qR4uy,Qf  w^E^sr,  luid^aws  which,  will 
-cqu^my  a^flj^  citiz^  ;,  apd.iKiiich,  by  fiffi^png 
Ibwvejs  (be  ^4)rd  praaim^ .  io/iici^ci;  ^t  the  Ff finch 
MTOc^ow  Ajil  fcljcw  ^wx^^^ ;  4^ld,  jbave  all  but  pne 
common  country.    ,'{^|[^^  Ih^a^  great  nation^  too 
iD9g4iAHUce)i  i^y  Jt^rror^  ^^^Y.  ^^  difpropprtioned 
|i^[f^e^;of  impoiU^  be  tr^$£e^d  into  one  im^ 
{fleilf^faaaly/j  wlxpCe-in^mbers  arre  refolved  to  hAVC 
AMM^rlMh^ithe  fama  duties,  (he  (ame  taxes,  the  fame 
fM'M'Qg;Eiti;re^)  and  the.  fame  afTe&ipna. . 
If,  Ifl^-GerojLaay  the  circles  aflemble  to  deliberate 
jiil|)i9il)|dieir  owih  interefts^  and  thoie  of  tb^^empire : 
|^H^ia0^mJt>Ues  )ure  rarely  at^teoded  by  al)  ihe  pt- 
^f^tn ;  ^p4  JW  ^th^.  riMght  iqtp^cirp  witljixiu^  lopg^anjl 
ig[fU!Ah}^u^9^  f^.4ict^ri^  to  faU 

-MiC<>idij$tf(^  .,;.  ,     ,;..  ,-  •;.    :p  pi.  .  .  . 

,t>,<$9it:«xhe,3;^e9r  i^it,  |^w|TO,f|^!i^  F^raflyce.  hire 

^»or  ci»deft«  fit«at«4.*ifliigrtjlMS  JB^)J4/c,;  ^Ujiey.  ynited 
'<)n>tAie(e.Qc«ifi(?ps,  ,4a..  oic^^  j|p;.]»fjifh.in^tx»Uy 

«9f F  c«^  iOthff^ .fi^*F05V  aptl.^  flf)  *f  .-fiWPif^' 
.  .:■  ■  h  4  Not- 


,^.  Notwitbftandiftg  all  .t>e.^|^F^l;fd^¥J«dirfc^^  tf^ 
marked  in  the  arrangements  {/tlM^'^ji^naiijQODi^^ 

.^TBcy  of  prmccs  oi  ^€%j  .a^d i^  ffett  eicitfst  for 
the  mutual  aid  of^ef^:^  q^ei:;  ;ii^9tl>that  tbiafjmmj 
prefent  themfelyes  all  at  pnoc  likordiie ipnodi^jMBB 
power  to  the  enemy,  is-a  gp^d  poUtkaLiyftBtaibV 

Germany^  by  the  union  c£:lmfi-i^wxQt^iftls6M$ 
to  our  view  a  republic  of  foyer^igf^r  :»ff3Tlli8liqrt 
^^  of  republic  (fays  the  author  of {beSplsuHif  liam) 
^^  capable  of  reiifting  €;)cteriial-ifprQi^,  m^jp/niiA- 
^^  Cain  its  greatnels,  m^Lefs  kihcHiid  becemOiimd:** 
^^  nally  corrupt:  f^r^  thC:  f^rpdof  tfae  .GtnMylic 
^^  fociety  preveqiU  all  iacp^emeac^C5«^'  A>petfeB 
^^  difpofed  to  bocoai6  a  ufurper^.  coiddfosca^ 
^^  gain  an  equal  degree  of  i^flj^cnce  tliynrnghjaU 
<^  the  confedef ate  fUtes :  andhy  x^nderinghimfcif 
.^*  too  powerful , in-  any .  o^e. ftaR^  he  wQuldialafm 
/'  all  the  others.  If  Jhe;(ubjug^edone.pBrtv6f  thp 
**  empire,  the  parts  ftill  free  wpi}ldjeeiift  his  ufbrp- 
^^  ation^  with  the  forces  they  could  ixumnand^; w- 
'^  dependent  of  him  or  bis  aifcirpedpaQfce;!-  'and 
*^  overcome  him  bcfbce  he  qould  be  perfedlyi^fti* 
^/  blifhed.  If  any  member,  of^.thi^  confederacy 
'  V  proves  feditious,  the  others  can  appeaifl  itke  >£&- 
^'  dition.  If  any  parS:  ihoi^ld.  :l3iO  caimedi;nviiSi 
'^  abufe,  the  evil  will  be  corre^d  :by  the  hesitl^r 
^'  members..  This  fUtQ;4Wty>pei;ii|li<mi0no  tfide 
^^  without  perifliing  jon  the  pdsneCM .  ^ .  The  \o»ifo^ 


3^  ^ioradf  ^huijr'be'  dttblttd^  nM  Hit  confedetat^ 

:: :  '^hfttt  ftill  eatifts  ki  GtmuBSiy,  dit  remains  bfan 

wcioit  confederacy^  of  which  i  mtift  make  men« 

.'  'sam  t '  it  ]ii  that'  44  the  Hiin?  t(nrns.    They  nnited 

runder  the  name  of  the  Hanfeatic  Society^  during 

■  ]die>k»ig»interrrgmini ;  iiid  their  objeft  was  to  re- 

r^feUld  ettemtei  cf  their  maritime  trade.  Hamburg 

(ond-Lifibecki'Wert'the  fitft  cities  which  formed  this 

-dttia)nceti'»ai^lrhelrthey  wereieen  to  increafe  daily, 

liyaneaiis  of  thac^mmer^'whtth  the  pirates,  bad  till 

•jdMO  difturbed)  ^and  which  this  union  now  render* 

rcdi  tqore  fectire^  the  ^eighbotning  cities  defired  to 

yuoite)  with  them^  for  die  fake  of  enj6ying  the  fame 

.  laditantaig^s*    Xhis  fociety  was  tailed  hafffe^  from 

7^M^  ithat  is,  OH  the  fecy  or  perhaps  from  the  old 

itnoailhof^fa^  whif^h  fignifies  commerce. 

r  n  The  (bvereigns  of  different  ftates^  in  order  to 

drotr  to:  them  the  trade  of  the  hanfe  alTociation, 

which  became  very  confiderable^  granted  many 

ifwiviieges.  to  thofe  aflbciateddties^  which  eontri* 

i^Uted  to  incrc^e  their  greathefs. 

^:-iji>btek^  Cologn,  Bnidfivicki   and  Dantzic]s:^ 

were:  the  four  chief  cities  of  the  aflbciatioQ;;  ^nd 

.:3i)iinlM'kr  >Bordeau3fi>  Saiat^flttaia^  and.  Mai^Ule, 

/wesac  admitted  -inta  the  league:    The^  Ilrengt^.of 

lihis  oonfederaicy  wa^  impaired  by  degrees, -f^^thj^ 

princes  became  jealous  of  its  greatnefs,;  and  (3b$ie 

•|>ninc;s  at  length  deftroyed  it,  by  eflabliihing,  in 

their 


IS*  Of  the  €miumk  Go^iMtii4ii 

thcbx  (latest  great  commercialiconipaiiief /to 
they  granted  greater  privileges  ;thaflt,:b<i4tbccitfeiw 
jbytd  by  the  hahfe  affociation.  The  cirowaftaricci 
"viteh  had  then  produced  the  proipeiiqr ;  of /te 
kans-icrwnsy  now  became  the  caufe  of: thek  rume 
I  mean  their  diftancdfrcm  each  other;  for' as^rit 
bad  enabled  them  to  engage  in  amone  ^anpui^Mi 
more  exceniive  commerce^  fi>;  it>  now^jpreneAMi^ 
their  unking  immediately'  Againft.t^eii?»/eoeQiiei# 
As  thefe  cities  became  n&ore  fentfible  of;  theiv/weak?^ 
nefs^  they  were  leftmniteid  among:  themCely«f;  mi4 
tach  city  being  willing  to, repair  at.  th«^^(S4^(mce  of 
6ie€<her  cities^  the  loflea  it  fuftaincd  by  th^  deqay 
of  th^  eflub^ihin^nvH^ey  came  in^wftetQ  battr 
(toch  ethen  ■  v    •  '•■;*    /-r. ^*»'J 

In  the  epd,  fome  of  die  hans^towns^  mn^beifig 
able  to  fuj:ni(h  their  quota  of  the  generaiiiQpntrilia^ 
tion>  renounced  a  fociety  wiiich  was  grow^  byr^ 
^enfome  to  them^  Thi^s  the  hanfe  league  vhsch 
wa^fi>  powerful^  lichen  \i  h^M  feurieore  cittesvin 

aUiatnce^  fell  b^vjktle  and  little  into  tbeibite\Ml 
which  we  no^y  b^holdj/it^wkh  iqMilfrt^ 
Lubeick^  BrecCteni  and  ]b|ambHr|^i^fm 

FraiM9;ha9tn(H;'4^4^^^'(Q^IHH^VHle  ||p^44^df 
fDQimibirce  witb  thefe  ^^ee  cities^;  aad-^t^.ie^ 
cowBRiiTmefr  thitherrt  ^t^tk9f?  haye^aly^!lt«^ 
ofdeputies«  ^  -•'•*:>  T-^jf. 

::.  ^     '  •    ■         "Wc 


*  iW^  h&vrfeftt  intbe  German  ccmftituehm;  afo^ 
Httfif<(!^fMc^a<ey  df  toss^y  foveretgas^  unked  .fo9 
dwir  MrvMiul  dofdhce  f  for  feppornng  th^ir<4iitko^ 
^ ; '  luid^fNTcmdUng  thr tmdcer  part  of  its  iftMM 
bct««  TTlie  prmcipal  obj6ft  «f  thh  grand  aUfatiice^ 
Was  the  marnmioing  the  foveteigtitf  of  tht  coitfeJ 
(Acrates^^HW  (heir  ir^tflkls'::  but  ic  isthe  gtory  of  dsil 
proftut  l^eto  difplily  a  league  more  wife  in  its 
viti»«pi«not«  graitid  m  its  confeqiieAcei>  and  tacM 
kiiAtimfiti  'its  tJife^t  -k  18  the  league  of  all  tbd 
|Heovin<;tS'  df  a ' gmflt><m^ej  not  ^gainft its  cbief^' 
to  whttib^hc^  hive  never  <5e«(«d  to  be  ftithfol^  awt 
%feky  4'enders  )(imfelf  -  evei^  day  mora .  worthy  o0, 
tHet r  itttaii^hment :  byt>a|a}tf(l<(he  ^etitS  of  ail  ar- 
bitrary authority ;  againft  the  tyrants  of  the  peo^ 

p)e ;  knd  the  opprefibrsT'  of  \h^  >  ptzi^nny  whomf 

th<ey  "bounded  by  hutai3iatkyr»^  ovtfrWhdlmed  with 

t^xc^j  >and  t^liofe  very  (ubfil^enee  they  drM>m«i.*' 

^i  iT'h^  eff^s  of  thi^^bappy  confederacy/  itffi'bt' 

the^teftoring  to  man  hiiorigfalfaJ  purtnefr  ;>ac>fttmiU«- 

pfcaiteg  tJ>  !*ift^1aiif 'tha€  (AarWfter  trf  jtfftiod'trtiicfe 

eit^ht  tS^-bif7it9l!tfepbt«bl«^^dJiil)i^i.%^^^^ 

the  po^tfr  of 'Iribfthgls  ^'^tfeuf  retffiSfti^le^ftriits} 

and  making  them  eafily  acccffible  to  aft  thofei^hOitt 

(De^iredil:  dikt'SMfftibfii^^^^fti^^riVh^ 

l^ltfyed  to^lc^pWU-4iift&Mider:|{^  iti  fine/ibMrHit^ 

!t^  aiF  citleeifti  s^^iihtfUt  diftitiaibn^  n»  cheMMMiJ 

nion  of  equity,  /U!/ff>1iv? 

The- 


si$         Of.  4ftcX^^mms 


Tiic,<;onrcqucncc'of  this  lbwpfici§|.4l^*»qB  will 
lie,  that  the  rjeycnwe  rai&d  irpfn ,  f;l3Le  ^pi^^utip^ 
of  aU.  pcrfons  pQff^^pipTQg^r;tyy\jpiSl^^^^q£j  hfy 
ing  thcprqy  of  a  coufli^r,  wiUbe^wiJoi^gqr  t^ 
cd:  put  of  its  proper .dwmel,  but  bo.i^^pcy^^l 
to  .Jth«.  e^couragetneqti  <)f  |^e  i^4uArip|ip.  4fid  ^^ 
Iwave,  a«d  tQ,dil^Wging;i|be  p??Wici.?*l?L, . ,  V-  „ 

The  empire  wiU,qea/ib  1(0  jAe.aAim 
blage  of  idkAefs  and  rapine ;  of  mifery,  afhamed 
of  its  exifteoce ;  and  riches  infolently  triumphant^ 
pf  mercenary  fpldiers  witb  fcarcely  any  pay,  and 
l^nfioners  without  any  title  to  reward :  in  fliort^  of 
daring  execution,  and  timid  fufferings^ 

Property  will  now  be  refpefted ;  and  the  na- 
tional glory,  which,  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  ap* 
peared  in  its  wane,  /hall  now  rekindle  with  new 
kiftre.  Thofe  who  believed  themfelves  living  only 
under  a  monarchy,  ihali  find  themfelves  exifling 
in  a  nation  :  thofe  who  trembled  at  the  afped  of 
a  fovereign,  (hall  now  look  up  to  the  monarch  a^ 
a  father :  and  the  men  who  once  confidered  them* 
felves  a^  his  fubjeds  only,  will  now  be  honoured 
with  the  rank  of  his  fellow  citizens* 

Thofe  melancholy  reclufcs  who  flghed  under  the 
yoke  of  ]  engagements  deftrudive  to  the  human 
iac^;'and  into  which  the  delirium  of  youth  had 
htu^fied  them,  will  now  fee  their .  privations  and 
their  fervitude  terminated  in  a  manner  very  different 
iirom  death. 

Talents, 


^  l^i'ih^mifSfCiinflimi^^^ 
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Taldlts,  TiO^  ^t  libcity  to  tiki  their  cotirfe  wkh- 
but  rcfttiaiht,  VfU  fprcad  thctnfelves  througfeout  dll 
the  urefttt  ^rdfeffions ;  and  fhame  will  in  future' be 
attached  to  nothihg  but  idfenels  and  injuftice. 
'^  Such  a  cbhfedcracy,  fbnncd  ^ith  fo  noble  a  dd- 
fgn;  def^^i^jitniuft'be  iicknowifedged,' more  hoi 
mage  fron^  inanfeiiid/thaii  tditt  whofe  agreement 
mi  powet*  we  have  juft  beettxontempfattmg; 
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1 


TOE  Oehs^ih  of  the  £tECT4aji^i  .'^^«b%imi 

B'  •  :  >  jTfli  io  florl 
EFORE  I  fpeak  of  the :  popukthm  afcdi^^tlUr 
forces  of  Germany/ 1  (hall  vehturb '  tb  tdQ(^iUi»lh 
the  ceremonies  of  the  empefor^s  c<kofMibii^^iiisA 
upon  the  etiquet  and  precedency^  tHe<^lkllg%fi&'^ 
ivhich  are  fo  intoxicating  to  the  vanity  of  liiatikYlHt) 
hefore  reafon  has  taught  them  to  \inderfti(nd>itlLeir 
true  value.  :    v:  7  lijiw 

,  Four  crowns  once  united  to  adorn  the  todviNlf  tftfe 
emperor:  thofe of Lombardy,  Artes^  Rame^'tlifd 
Germany,  Thefe  were  furely  crowns  enoti^fo/t)ne 
pnqcf^l .  Alas !  how  many  princes  fkidthemfehef 
borne  down  by  the  weight  of  a  (ingle  diadefb^tnio^ 
With  the  ancient  ki^gi  of  Lombtrdyidil^r]pbitMl 
bf  royalty  was  the  Unce.  The  firft  (prdWa  «[|edi' id 
that  kingdom  >  and  which  was  not  pfci^slAykff^tJ 
precious  materials^  behig  no  longer  in  ekift^n^ 
Henry  VIL  caufed  one  to  be  made  of  flie^';  In  <Wia 
of  a  wreath  of  laurel^ and  orhanfi^nted  whh^^t^^i^ib^ 

Honesi  .  That  with;^w^cb  Quarks:  Vv^  yfivi^tf^ikd 

• 

at 


•  •  • 


t'  ■      ■ 
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at  Bologne  is  compofed  of  a  circle  of  gold,  bound 
OA  the  infide  with  a  fmall  rim  of  iron ;  which  ought 
to  be  more  valued  than  the  richeft  mettle,  if,  as  it 
pretended,  it  is  ma^  of  oiSe  oY'the  nails  which  ag- 
gravated the  fufferings  of  our  fupreme  legiilator. 
v^ChaftesrV^' was  theh^ 
«k€M¥a'3o(^b0inbaidy.  '  ^ 
*  The  emperor  Conriside)  thafaiic,  was  the  firft  {^tic6 
trowned  king  of  Aries,  after  he  was  put  in  poflef- 
fion  of  that  kingdom  :  but  this  coronation  is  now 
ditfufed^  aiMl!iChfl^4mpeibl  brow  depHvdd  of  oM  ^ 
thff  I  diddpms  ytitk.  which  ^  kf  >\hisvfbisiedf  ademedl 
bNle<4cfiMe  j^  dbief  .^€lfJ^O)dsl{)fire  has  no  longer 
'lliiiJ(«l^l|MBfe}fttovb^  his- four 

|»9«?tiSf.^4''red]iiced-t0Toii&.er«tl^  •      ■/»  *v.' 

li'jT^ifeiQ^mMUiis  fonimll7inveftedtheir.£yvxi«igA. 
;with  royalty,  by  (hewing  him  to  the  people^  borne 
Vi^o|^«;fiikl4 1  <M?  by  |)rde&ting^  hka  with  a  iuktp 
in?  th^^xMifter  tif  the  luOielMrds/  .   :  I'^q  •  r>  * 

.Nn^AotoMtog'  to  'Abe  ^Ik^  dW,  the  cqraaatixA 
modi  ^^mfdciiBUQb^n  lof  f  jtfae^/esnpefxir '  ob^r<  to  -bcD  pex> 
fom1^?dD  jAiit  nfai  r  Chapf^  $ v.whi€b  hi  tfacij^citp  id 
Ilihicl{>6hai^biing0ft:)rd6dedi^  Xfac^ roreUbkho^  of 
Cobgia/im^tyattily^TarchchapbdA  ofvtbe!iCbiiU 
fff^^yby'r.i^tr  «iipmWil'4«fainli»uu^  loog 

tiio^t  th9  Qxcl^ii^'e!  righ||^<^^(|^effarmingth0  adbof 
poo^fsratKHi^  *  T^fisUi^ioi^^  teVprimiJti 

^(QfitmWfk  COAt^ftf^wttj|^(6>lbeTighbt  byrtitilit 
ffi^fM;  Jt^nveeur  thtf  pi;<Utfi$  feftmoiicly  aed^onadiiKil 

thing 


i6o  0/ ibe  GoKOMiioH  ^  tbe  Empdim 

thing  more  than  thofe  innumerable  writiogs  vhicl| 
were  all  buried  under  an  adi:  pafled  in  1675,  whidi» 
direfts  i^  chat  the  eledtor  of  Mentz  (hall. <mplofr  all 
''  his  care  to  caufe  the  coronation  to  biP.perfooB^ 
^^  eveiy  time  at  Aix  la  Chapelle^  or  at  Itfaft  inlbsic 
'^  city  in  the  diocefe  of  Cologn :  bu(  in  caTe  of  aaj. 
^' lawful  impediment^  he,  of  the  two.dto&of^vjf. 
^^  whofe  diocefe  the  emperor  Ihall.be  €rp)i«ie4» 
'^  Ib^i  perform  the  copfecration  :  and  (bat  .^W.^ 
'^  the  two  diocefe  the  two  archbifiiops  ttmill  a^Cffr; 
'^  nately  confecrate  the  emperor :  beginning  ,iipyi>y 
^^  ever  with  the  elector  of  Cologn.'^     ...     ,, 

I  know  not  whether  the  eleAor  of  Mentz  Jhas^ 
as  he  is  bound  by  this  aft  to  do,  employed afl  bis  ah^ 
to  caufe  the  emperor  to  be  crowned  at  Aix  la  Chf^r 
pelle;  but  it  is  cenain  there  has  not  been  a  corna- 
tion  in  that  city  for  the  laft  two  hundred  years«,. 

When  the  emperor  has  fixed  the  day  for  his  cor- 
nation,  the  fecular  eleftor's  appear  on  horfeback 
and  attend  his  majefty  to  the  doorof  tlie  chur(:h. 

The  hereditary  arch-marflial  bears  the  imperial 
fword ;  the  hereditary  marflial  bears  the  fcabbard  ; 
the  arch  fenefchal  the  imperial  globe  i  the  arch^ 
chamberlain  the  fceptre ;  and  the  arch-treidurer 
the  crown.  The  three  ecciefiaftical  electors  xeceiv^* 
the  emperor  in  the  church,  where  he  promifes  to 
be  obedient  to  the  catholic  church,  and  to  the  Ro«^ 
man  pontiff;  to  govern  with  juftice;  and  to  aflfert 


AnJ o/thtHSl^S afiJ  FO'ces^ffbe  Empire,    ift 

3r  recover  the  rights  unjuftly  taken  from  the 

,.  _ » 
tpire* 

This  oath  is  very  difficult  to  fulfil ;  for  how  can 

Emperor  remain  obedient  to  the  pontiff  of  Rome^ 

i  recover  the  rights  of  which  he  has  deprived 

^  empire }   It  furely  would  not  be  an  aft  of*obe« 

snce  towards  him^  for  the  emperor  to  refume  all 

rfights  ufurped  in  the  empire  by  the  court  of 

Miie.    But  the  monarch  perhaps  judges  it  better 

be  pe^uredy  than  to  fpill  the  blood  of  men. 

htn  TeDeum  has  been  chaunted,  the  emperor^ 

iCcd  on  a  throne,  confers  the  honour  of  knight- 

dd :  but  afterwards,  entering  into  the  conclave, 

Appears  to  profane  eyes,  to  defcend  from  his 

•Mnefs ;  for  he  there  takes  a  new  oath,  in  the 

arafter  of  a  canon  of  the  church  of  Santa  Maria, 

Aix  la  Chapelle.     However  augufl:  the  title  of 

ion  may  be,  it  does  not  feem  to  add  glory  to  the 

iperor,  by  being  enumerated  among  thofe  which 

ecede  his  manifeftoes. 

IVhen  all  thefe  ceremonies  are  over,  the  emperor, 

dtr  a  canopy,  and  furrounded  by  the  eleftors, 

ko  are  on  foot,  returns  to  the  imperial  court. 

lere  the  arch-officers  of  the  empire  perform  their 

a&ions,  and  fcrve  the  emperor,  who  fits  alone  at 

s  table,  which  commands  that  of  the  eledors. 

ivoys  are  not  admitted  into  this  hall,  btjf there 

a  table  for  the  princes. 

Vol.  I.  M  The 


t6z  OftbeCirMatmQfiieBfft^^ 


:^:^ 


The  imperial  ornaments  were  formerFjMgep^vJbf 
the  emperor :  but  after  hii  death,  thofe  who-(ciimd 
them  belieying  thief  had  from  thence- » J'ighr  to 
the  empire  ;  ic^  prevent  ibcb  abTiml  prei;t»Ki#999 
vrhich  vfttt  frequemlf  ai  tended  yf'y^h  Moi^* 
ihed^  thefe  ornaoauents  were  ^pinmitce4»  *t?y  che 
Emperor  SigUoiund  9  to  the  Jseepiiig  if£  tko  city 
pf  Nureml^urg :  and  ic4ias  (liU  defended  diji»  prtvi- 
lege,  ^hich  has  becA  concin\laUy  atcack<^  by  tnhsx 
citie$  qf  Qermany^  p^rticniarly  ^  ^ix  la X^pdie* 
The  djip^utes  on  this  occafion  hiftye  been  tliv  iik^iH 
of  much  writing  and  cooiment  jog  by  ihe  poUti- 
dans  QjF  Gertpany ;  for  Qa  co.tmtry  coqld !  abbtsnd 
morf  in  cfaampiqn$^>  d^tt^y  verCed|  and-  ready -to 
take  part  in,  every  thing  which  related  to  ceimijo* 
nies  and  ancient  ufi^s.'  -    *  '' 

The  Germans  for  a  long  time  midoo)^  this  kind 
of  erudition  for  learntngi  ^pd  were  a(loi»i(bed  that 
it  fliould  weary  learned  men.  Thofe  who  «LtqiAied 
themfelves  entirely  to  impqnant  tni&hs,  and  to  ihj9 
principal  points  of  hiftQiy ,  i>aflcd  with  them^^or 
iuperficial  writers .:  but  when  they  began  tp  irie^be 
their  thoughts,  and  to  foar  towards- a  higHer»ipherc> 
they  found  ir  neceffary  to  difembarrafe  llhoir  pi- 
nions from:  the  ifitud  which-  weighed  them  down^ 
and  preventcd-theirpxpanfion.  ■:  '     *./• 

The  imperiai  ornaaients  arc  two  golden,  crowns, 
one  the  imperial  and  the-otlier-  the  Germanic 
crown:  the  ring  of  Ct4rkmag;nc:  the.|lohp- of 

gold 
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1^  anfl  xw^  fwor4s«     The  robe^  /are,  among 
HtH^rs,  a  cope,   a  tunic,   a  ftole^   a  Dalaviti^k 
uk}  »  girdle.    Xhe  C9P«»  ^*^  ft^le,  ai^d  the  DM- 
BAti$;k  C^^noi  fipt  very  we)!  fd^P^^^  ^^  ^^  fuccdTgr 
)|(i;4ie  C»fars:  \»^t  they  Af^  o|ily4ifpUy^  during 
ibs  eeremojpy  ^  tf^Q  ?(?m*ciop» 
,  The  (H>ly  tijdf 5  aifamfd  t^  che  emperor  ^re  dieTf^ : 
/.>Ve  l?y  the  grace  »f  Qg^,  i^lfi^P^ed  flppaan  emp?- 
YjiH^  always  auguil,  l^iqg  of  Germ^py/'    The  ar{x>9 
tfjffbe  cnipinB  ^t  a  ^Uqk  eagl?  w(ith  two  hfi^d?, 
jji*rg«4  with  aq  ifjipcri^l  grown. 
.. .iAu(l}prs  are  l;)^wilderf?d  wicb refped to  the  prigin 
^((hefe  Arms.    Some  pretcf^d  th^in  tp  h4.VQ  ^fen 
ifiiimed  in  cpnfpquence  of  a  vid^gry  gftin^d  by  the 
[^ftian$  Qver  Varus,  who  left  to  the  enemy  two  pf 
d^e  Roman  eagles.     Others  fuppofe  the  twp  beads 
to  reprefent  the  divifion  of  the  eaftern  and  w^ern 
Empires.     But  thefe  inquiries  are  npt  fuffiqiefttly 
Important  to  fpend  tim?  in  ^rg^rtaipiqg  the  trMth* 
.  iFpreign  powers  give  the  «rpp?ror  prccedeace, 
|ifl4  ^is  ambafladprs  tak^ .  the  lead  pf  thpTe  gf  the 
(WJber  princes  pf  Europe. 

;  The  pmprefs  p^rugipat^s  the  rank  and  dignity 
of  the  eipperpr ;  bgt  ihe  has  np  (bare  in  the  gp« 
vernment  pf  Germany,:  and  if  we  have  feon  one 
great  emprcfs  a£t  an  impp^t^^nc  part  in  the  empire, 
it  was  b^caufe  (he  was  fupport;ed  ip  it  by  the  Hates. 
'  The  cmprefs  Jus,  like  the  emperor,  her  arch  of- 
fices and  is  crojyned  with  great  folemnity. 
.,    •        -  ^  M  2      '      •  The 
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/  The  eleftors  were  originally  ho  mote  tB*n  tlic 
chief  officers  of  the  emperor  i  arid  though  they  «rtJ 
now  forereigns  they  prefcrve  the  titles  of  their  iatri4 
cient  appointments.  The  eleftor  of  Hdnoveris  thie^ 
only  one  who  does  not  yet  hold  any  office  of  the  eW^ 
pire :  for  he  has  not  been  able  to  obtain  a  cbnfimfiU' 
tion  of  the  title  of  arch-treafurer,  which  the  elcfto^' 
palatine  ceded  to  him ;  but  which  is  dilputid  bjf^ 
the  eleftor  of  Bavaria.  Thus  the  king  of  EnglahdF' 
adorns  himfelf  in  vain  with  this  diflinftion ;  fincean*^'' 
other  fovereign  always  protefts  againft  his  ufurpatiofti^ 

The  king  of  Bohemia  is  arch -cup  bearer:  die 
count  palatine  arch-fenefchal,  or  arch-mafter  of  die' 
hoofehold:  the  eleftor  of  Saxony  arch-marfhal:  the 
deftor  of  Brandenburg  arch-chamberlain.  '  Such' 
are  the  illuflrious  officers  who  ennoble  even  dotnef- 
tic  fervice. 

Thofe  officers,  whofe  appointments  originally  at*' 
tachedthemto  theperfonof  theemperor^havetKroWn 
off  that  dependance,  by  attaching  their  offices  to  the' 
empire,  as  is  the  cafe  with  our  great  officers  of  the ' 
crown.   Their  eftates,  by  making  them  fovereigns, ' 
and  (ettiog  them  free  from  the  fovercignty  of  the 
emperor,  have  enabled  them  to  fupport  their  pre- ' 
tentions ;  and  to  ufurp  ovet  the  clergy  and  the  no-  " 
bility  the  exclufive  privilege  of  naming  the  empe- 
rors.    They  have  verified  rhis  verfe  of  Ovid. 

Eiegit  unammis  ileri  prosiruvi  qUc  vohntai. 
The-  ungnimuf  'lA/ili  «fihi  mUa  miicUrgjmahnihs^mper^' 

V'^f  *  Charles 
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.^Xharles  IV.  confirmed  this^  ufurpatioa :  but  he 
was  fo  little  animated  with  the  fpirit  of  juftice^  ia 
granting  to  the  eledorsj  by  a  fundamental  law^, 
tb/e  e:i^cLufive  privilege  of  proceeding  to  the  eleddoa 
o£a,chief  of  the  empire  that  he  placed  in  the  aum^ 
berof  ele&ors  th^  king  of  Bohemia,  though  his  do«. 
miviQM  were  originally  feparated  from  Germany ;; 
9i|i4  faf  ^d  not  even  ^tdn^iflion  to  the. deliberations 
of  the  fbtes  of  the  empire.  But  this  partiality  is 
c^plainedy  when  we  recoiled  ths^t  Charles  IV.  had 
hij^lf  J>een  king  of  Bohemia^  and  he  was  defir- 
QUS.to  inveft  his  fucceifors  with  th^  right  offuf* 
{£^e»  If  we  trace  the  laws  in  general  to 'their  fourcc 
"iWfihail  find  that  almoft  all  of  them,  like  thit 
iff;  ffiFour  of  theiking  of  Bohi^miay  have  originated, 
in- the  perfonal  intereft  of  the  kgi^ators. 

The  eleftors  give  precedence  pnly  to  thofe; 
fy:4pcj5S  who  are  crowned  :  they  have  4}ie  title  o£ 
Qajcfty ;  and  they  judge  their  Tubje^s  without  any. 
appe4  ixom  their  judgment.  This  right  is,  how* 
eiTftt;,  tr^itfai^ed J  more  or  ^efs,  in  fon^  of  the  eled>, 
ojr»te?p,  :^,  .  .,  :    ■     ■ 

^.TJhf^  right  of  being  an  eleAormoy^  be  obtained^ 
eiUjier  :by  eledion  or  fucceffion :  the  three  eccl^-^^ 
aftijcal  ele£tof  s  are  eleded  :  the  oth^s^e  raifed  tO: 
th!B.4^^04i»^by:fqcf€flto^  ... 

The  de^oFj^tesar^  not  dcvi&blei  for  the  eldeft- 
fyrviving  fipm.of.a  legal  marriage,  by  which  the 
j^tfaejF,<has  ^-not  cgiitrafted^any'difprop^onate  al**^ 
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Iianfccf,  can  aloiie  fbcc«d  to*  the  rfght'df  ttefftg^an 
deftor.  '    .^-* 

This  rigid  condition  txteftds  to  tlW  other  pHnfc^, 
and  this  is  the  rtafon  why  thbfe  Carriages  ^htttir 
arc  termed  mefd/lidHcei  (liidrVyirtg  b*n?catfc  onts-feifj 
are  fo  infrequent  in  Gerlhahy :  a  fathei'  is  n<Jt  wiff-^ 
ing  td  run  the  rifk  of  feeing  hh  Chi!df*n  (Jepri*e» 
«f  the  hdnoul"  of  fitting  Aiiibng  the  ftat6S  d(  riJ* 
empire.  . ' .  l. 

We  have  feeri  thaif,  according  to  the  BuUe  iPsliry  \t 
is  only  neceflary  to  he  good,  jnji^  arid  ttfefiff^  fiir  Wrift^ 
cleAed  chief  of  the  emf)ire  :  but  tb  be  a  p¥incc,  ii 
mart  muft  be  the  fori  of  a  pflheJe,  and  by"  th<? 
daughtei*  of  t  princ^ :  qualiftcatibns  whitH  ai^i'* 
jWrhapS,  after  All,  lefs  rare  thari  an  execlle*(*  i# 
the  three  rcqfuffite  fdf  an  emperoi'.  '  '• 

The  emperor  gives  to  the  rfclefiaftica?  cte^r^, 
the  title  of  nioft  reverend  and  fiephew  i  arid  to  ^ 
fcdulars  that  of  moft  ferene  and  tincle.  -  -  ^* 

The  elediors  have  the  right  of  dfletabling  wiflW 
out  the  concurrence  of  the  em'pei^or,  ind  wlthOtif 
his  being  able  even  to  fend  an  ambaflador  aAbA^ 
them.  Their  envoys  or  proxies  have  preeedchcc 
before  the  pl-irtces  of  the  cApire,  and'  kitigs  give 
rhem  the  title  of  brothers. 

The  whole  progrefs  of  ufiirpition  is  'evidently 
feen  in  tliefe  constitutional  poifttS.  The  6fficefs  of 
the  emperor  begin  by  ftyling  themfelves  officers  of 
the  empire*    After  having  had  a  (Hare  witB  'rflfe 
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lards  and  the  clergy  6f  Germany,  in  eledking  thi 
emperdr,  they  arrogate  to  themfelves  exclulively 
tht  #ight  of  eledion.  Inftead  of  the  title  of  fervants) 
tk^'OiWain  front  th^ir  mafter  thofe  of  untie  ^d 
fi^hmtf  i  aad  the  apf^lation  of  bi'(ftber  ftom  Ai 
trWftitA  heads.  Bwt  the  works  ei  vanky  arc  of  WkJ 
titttd  confequenei^  to  engage  attention  :  F  will  f>afs 
oa*  t0  objefls  whkh  more  nearly  afFcft  the  pubKc 
tnterelk 

.  When  the  empire  is  threatened  with,  orprojefts 
ft- waif,  each  circle  muft  furnifha  certain  number 
of  ttodps,  both  cavalry  and  infaiitry,  armed  and 
4!qiaipt  for  fervice.  According  to  a  dfecree  of 'thfft 
diet  iii  1687,  the  ftantKng  at'my  of  the  empire  ntuM: 
always '  confift  of  thirty  thoulknd  infantry  and  teA 
thoufand'  iavaflry.  This  army  is  atigmented  ac^ 
cording  to  cifcumftances :  and,  in  1703,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  war  about  the  fttcceffioh  of  Spain, 
the  empire  had  oiie  hundred  thoirfaiwf  men  in  iti 
pay.  Each  circle  then  levied  on  the  princes  and 
fttt  tiittes  of  Gerniany,  within  their  respective *'li- 
vAv$y  the  quota  of  troops  which  they  were  bbuttd 
CO  furn^  for  the  fervice  of  the  empire.  "  " 

The  imperial  army,  thiis  formed  of  the  trobj^ 
collected  from  fo  iritmy  differeift  circles,  is  never 
very  formidable  at  thefirft  openihg  or  a  campaign; 
Even  t^eir  forty  tKouftnd  ftandrtig  forces  are  not 
then  complete ;  becaufe  the  cirtlcs  do  not  miiA- 
iiain  the  number  of  jnfen  with  which  each  of  thfcih 
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18;  ^bargjsd ;  mid  theft;  ^  foldUm  ^mtp^nmAar  .^iMsd 
warlike  nor  l>ener  cUfdpJiined  xbw^  lafee  fnUka  o£ 
Frwcei  their  jurms  i^rq  iiot:.MpifQrtti*;^aiidch^tbag>» 
gagej  infdij^ing  dieir  wJbolc;  <x}uifttgp,  J9iu<^ 
)ows^  iUift^  Qf  iKTCooipiloyiag  •  chem»::$dLifueel  tin 
the  greatef^  difordcTt  The  ggneral^  vdio  cnlmnaiA 
^efe  dilTerent  c^rpsj  caoaot  ventuce  xq  paroceod  ia 
|u$  meafurqs^  until  thpy,  l^yc  be^m  all  new  difiripb- 
lined ,  properly  equipped,  and  pradifcd  in  the  mi* 
Jitary  exwifc?, .;  .  ..;  ,; .    ,-.      .  :.:.    •         ■    / 
.    No  ftate  mud  hQweyer  judge  of  the  forces  of  the 
empire  by  thi&  firft-yiew  of  i^ts^rmy ;  or  venture  to 
mt^kj^  war  againft  it^  in  expe£l:atioa  of  Qndiog^f 
feeble  enenjy  ^  ;ao  opinion  fo  formed  would  be  <s 
faljiacious  as  if  ^  man  were  to  judge  of  the  revenue 
of  a  <;ountry  by  the  fums  whiph  are  coatributed  by 
^  few  individuaUy    There  are  princcain  Genuwjf 
who  furniflti, .  as  th?ir  ,quota  to  the  circle,  onlyi^ 
few  horfe  and  foot  fqldiers,  who  are  able.(Q.nafi? 
.armies  withii^'  jtheir  .own  iUtes, .  ful&cient  :Co  op^ 
pofe  very  powerful  invaders j.  were  they  to.  be  at? 
cacjced*    Tbe  prince. of  Hefle^  for  itiftance^,  haa;an 
,army  of  twe(^ty.t)ioi4fand  mei>>.iveU  appoint^4-^ 
CprnpoCed  of  tj^  j^eft  Toldjers  in  the'cmpire*  «.>  .•  . 
.   .T^9  nan)p  of  Hefi^^^waVv^As  4  melftnoholy  rrr 
xjaembtt;ance  l^ Jt  wfs^xhis  pritiii^  who,  (a  ^1  hi$  cofi> 
fers^  let  outfo  ^uny-ofhi?  fvibjcAs  tq  Snglund,  to 
fenre  in  the  lail  An^eiic^n  war ;.  npt  under  tjie  fUndi* 
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^Ebefe  iflifiENtunatc  wretches,  torn  from  tlw  bofora 
iAjikdAxncBaiitxYV  iMrThemTelvcB  counted  over  to 
flieibiiu  l&c^beaftft j  tmofpon^d  beyond  the  6ceu  $ 
aimed  agaioft  iqen;  who  httd  never  x>Sended  them  4 
luid  Gondeqined  to  maflacre  the  gi^herbtis  inhaiBit^ 
zjoMf  wAiahad'fQrxn^d  OP  other  intention  but  re  fhr^ 
themficlTef  from  a  (bameful  dependence  on  the  mo« 
$1^  country 9  whicli  haid  treated  them  like  illcgiti'* 
mate  chiidrem ; - 

The  fovereign  of  thefe  Heffians  fold  them  by  the 
faead^  aa*  the  ierpcio^s^  African  fells  his  timid  flaves 
to  theaniktiable  £«iropean^  who  chains  them,  and 
fronds  them  into4ii?  floating  priibh,  in  which  they 
i^fue^  hurried  away,  to  labovMT-  ulider  a  (couige  of 
ii;on  upon  a  foreign  foil, 

i    Kf' this  agreem^nt^  equally  difgraccful  to  both 

the  contrading  powers,  the  Engliih  were  obliged 

'TO 'pay  as  much  for  thofe  Heifians,  who  Qiould  be 

toaimedi'as  if  they  bad  been  killed*  Alas !  what  an 

jkccount  was  her^  opened :  what  a  balance  was  to 

lie  ftrucl(.  between  the  (wq  foyereigns  at  the  end  of 

the  war*    Who  could  attend  to  the  horrid  calcula* 

I  tian^. without  ihudd<^ing  i    You  have  delivered  to 

me  fo  many  of  your  fubje£ts,  to  be  employed  in 

cqtting^  the /throats  of- mine.    Five  hundred  died 

ta^the  v«»yagq.  Two  thoufand  peri(bed  in  difierent 

liftjoAC;  Itiree  thoufand  .have  been  wounded  in  fuch 

^Manner,  that  they  £a^  exift  only  by  the  afliftancc 

whi^U  pity  may- aflford  ihem;  eonibcjuently  I  tm^ 

you 
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5rb\}  facK  ir'ftirii.  Here  it  is^frfcai^re  U^  fktik 
g^ineay  in  yotir  coffci^ ;  ami  d'rfperfe  tbrough  yoar ? 
ftntc  thciTilhappy  witneffcs  of  my  tleftetftt,  and  rf 
yotir  Ihatfie. 

'fhe  titii*erth  fofmerly  commanded  fhe  anhy  of 
tlic  dnpirt  ?n  perfon  :  titit  torhcchoiee'of  the  el4c- 
fort'ceAild  not  )ak'ay$  fell  on  an' dxcetlenl- g^fSftrali 
it  ^v«s  judged  morrf  phidcrtt  to  create  two  morfliali 
of  the  empire,  one  of  whom  is  a  catholic  aad  tha 
dther  a-  ^ieftanc-  I'tr**  are  malntaified  befides, 
a  gtrietatof  the  cavalry;  ^  grand  mafter  of  the-oril;i 
trance ;  and  two  lieiircnant-gencrab.  Thefe  milU 
fafjr  officers  are  tlruly  the  officers  of  th<4  enripijre; 
Mcii  of  the  m'oft  diftinguiflied  merit  hare  held 
thofe  of  marfhals  of  the  empire.  Prinee  Eug^ncf 
the  Prince  of  AriJialty  and  the  Duke  of  Wirtcim- 
turg  were  am6»g  th^  htnuber. 

The  empire  ha*  but  very  few  ftrohg  pTacett 
Uvin:  PhiKpfbuf g,  built  uport  the  bank  of  tM 
IthJn*,  cart  fcafcel;^  be  ioimted  fuch/  thongbth^ 
ftikfiil  bf  ic  coft  theFrehch  fo  much  bfcod  \n  i^ 

•  The' trfnpiWf  unddvtbtedFj^ owfe^t,  afrtt^lts-rreatiei 
with  (he  ^Rffeitntf  powers  of  Europe,  t*  have  ti* 
niAindd  in  i  ftat*  of  jierfeft  trantjuiltiiyit  B^ 
the  tffcity  of  Utrecht,  all  cmife  of  coftfehtiott  bfe- 
tWefcti  hi  and  Spain  appeared  to  be  donii*  awa?|^ :  and 
^,-  that  ti<tafy  having  oftly  dec-erA^Htied  t-bac 
C!f4rfei  Vf;  ttititddcontmue  ctepero 
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li|;y.'i«Key'z)ifte'^hlitl,  i^if«»l  fb  iSat  fucceffioA  ^. 
Chafes  II.  (hould  be  king  of  Spain^  thefe  ardfe  dif^ 
fieultliAt  lit^in'Mh  the  twor  (Mit^j  refp^Cting  fome 
fldte»  iri'  itAy  Which  depended  on  tHe  fifCceffi<lit' 
dTGh  AHe»  n .  Whd  WES'  of  {be  =  Auftrian  l>n«<  Tbtf 
iuctiefibt^«^  PhJKp-Vt  always  ^fctendtfd  a  light  tOf 
t^efe  Hitt^ V  Mid  tho  liouft  «f :  ^ftriay  as  Well  at 
iS^kt'of-iMiti&^s'  as  coti^an^  4ifpt>ted  their  ft<* 

ceHliftHi   -'••■•  - 

'  4f#%F«%!t»-did  i)^-chdfe,rrom  fdaie  iftoti«<e  tff" 
ftS^'fiiR^,'\E«5^aveki  exifteA^tt  certain  cauras'O^ 
i^ipffttK^,  6(whie%^^  might  ttfKe  adtrantage^,  #6«£' 
a-fft^uraBl^  <^'t>dmni{ty  Wa!s  i5t«fi<nt^,  th6  i«igi£-* 
i^ltduO^oFS^rA  tLtAiha  mi(i  of  Auftrita  ly gKff 
Mi^ftililedtMeunhap|)yft<:didf  wai",  bf  AfibtM^ 
treaty  added  tbtRatdfUrf«elk.-  •  ' 

Th6  two  powers  wbkh  tfle  titt^re  hai  alWays,  W 
dCfftk^  Of  Wbati^A,  regHrded  as  i»  nstiiral  ti^driiies/ 
ai^  Wfttidi  faA  t\it  Po!t«  It  ys'  t  rue  that  the  •  p<rfll«r<> 
ffbHs'^lfidPinftifte  enjoys  aloh^  the  RKi» V  thaf 
^iVe  \]Kilt^s^  ^the  eM{)^e.  6u«  whai  #6lildGeE- 
vdaatf  ^aih  by  Extending  ics  dominions  aild  brcfalt>^^ 
ii^dbv|pAkhi5llAiffi'^k1\  fepdfatM  it  ffotn'its  im\  >' 
GtKi^xaki  tiM^fSlf  i>e  tfiaiA«aifi«diby  the  coriqlHiibr 
i9^g  atWay^lrClidy  tO  diifend  rhcift t  and  theif- fitv.' 
Pe^P«ailioHi'<<«rftft^  ifioftf  thaK'fhey^  t>#odilce.  ■Id»«it!» 
XlV.  fiiBkilf'pr<miAi  tty-thisT  tmnef  of  Ryf«r9dky 
tSWW'h^i^i^Vi'Md  9ki€  M^Kfif  of  facri^fiig  aM 


t^z  Of  the  Cortmation  of$b€  Smpf^j^  v  \ 

France  has  again  made  the  (ame  racrifi<:e.  io^tiic 
treaty  of  Vienna*  .   ■ 

Since  it  is  become  the  policy  of  the  French  g<V 
vernment  not  to  extend  the  limits  of  her  dorai* 
nions  as  they  were  fix^d  by  the  laft  treaties^,  why 
do  the  Germans^  indulging  (till  their  ancient  pre* 
judices,  confider  France  as  their  naiural  coj^uiyf 
France  which  by  flopping  the  ambitiox^  of  ^e  hoiffp, 
of  Auftria,  prevented  the  imperial  crown  f^poi  bpr 
ing  made  hereditary  ?    France^  whict^  has  guar^ 
her  princes  from  the  ufurpation  with  which  they  were . 
xpenaced :  and  fupported  the  el^or  of  Bawia 
ag^inft  the  chief  who  fought  to  opprefs  him»  H^v^ . 
not  the  eledpr  Palatine  and  th^  ^le<5tor  of  Trev/^,. 
thp  greeted  rea/bn  to  prevent  a  rupture,  fince,  tl^f^ ,. 
French  could  not  penetrate  into  the  bofoQa.f^r^ 
the  empire,  without   paffing    through  and .  dfi-^^ 
(Iroying  their  principalities  ?     What  indcmai|fCf» 
tion  did  the  eledor  Palatine  obtain  from  the  ^rnpe*- 
ror  for  the  ravages,  for  the  conflagrations,  of  whicl)^  -. 
he  was  a  witnefs;  and  which  would  haye  deftroye4. 
the  glory  of  Turin,  if  he  had  not,  from  oecefli^, 
obeyed  the  cruel  orders  of  the  implacable  JUouyois.^  , 

Let  the  preceptors  of  the  Gennans,  let  th^r.  - 
gloomy  politicians,  ceafe  therefore  to  fow  tlie  fee^fi: 
of  hatred  againft  the  French  in  the  youthful  iiuad|( 
of  thofe  who  liflen  to  them  as  oracles;  and,  wh^  :, 
through  thfsir  means,  retain  prejudices,  which  tinxNl-^ 
and  rcafon  find  fo  n)uch  4i$culty  to  err4dicate»..7 
when  tl>ey  are  once  deeply  imprefTed. 

Tbft 


And  ^lB?^MkSiir5  dnd  forces  tffthe  Si^pire.    i  73 

•''"Ttfe  pflrdfatcs  and  petty  princes  of  Germany  are^ 
at  this  time,  willing  to  oppofe  the  work  of  wifdoih 
and  jtkftlce,  by  prefcrving  over  the  French  thofc 
ri^tsoffcrvitudc,  which  humanity  is  about  to  abo- 
lifll :  and  they  dare  even  invoke  treaties  in  fupport 
of  their  demands.  If  they  will  refer  to  treaties, 
when  natural  right  (hould  be  the  only  confideration, 
let  them  at  leaft  talk  no  more  of  that  of  Weftphalia, 
which,  in  faft,  imports  that  the  cities  and  Ji^niories 
in  Alfacejbatt  be  maintained  in  the  fame  Jf ate ;  and  that 
tbeJting  of  France  can  there  exercife  only  thofe  rights  which 
tfhuld  have  pertained  to  the  houfe  of  Aufiria.  Let  them 
read  -the  treaty  of  Ryfwick :  they  will  there  find, 
thai' the  emperor  and  the  empire  cede  to  France ^  Lan- 
diti^ '  and  its  territory ;  Strafburg  likewifcy  with  all  its 
dependencies^  fituated  on  the  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine ^ 
wiih  all  the  rights  of  fovereignty  and  other  rights. 

They  will  fee  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  fame 
treaty,  that  it  is  only  faid,  that  all  the  places  and  all 
the  rights  feized  upon  by  the  king  of  France  beyond  AI» 
faee^Jhall  be  reflored.  From  whence  M.  de  Mab- 
lytCOncfudes^  with  reafon,  that  the  interior  part  of 
AUkce  having  never  been  reclaimed,  its  reunion 
witb  Frahce  is  valid ;  and  it  of  courfe  makes  part 
of  ilife' dominions  under  the  fovereignty  of  France. 

•KFiihc empire  and  France,  which  were  then  at  war, 
did/ by -mutual  confenr,  in  the  treaties  of  Ryfwick 
and' Weftpfaalia,  fct  afide  all  former  iriftruihent? 
wiik  iefpi^t  tathe  interior  part' of  Alface,  -tlkj  ter- 

ritories' 


bqrg^  iituate4  ^n  the  IdEc  t)«Qk  qf  tbe  .&)u9€!3.  '%i 
the  teri^sup^n  whicli  France  reIiAqyi(h^Fnl^i4^, 
%fi^3l\  the  forts  ierie(%ed  by  j)er  upQii  th^  JLhtpr^ 
were  thar  (b^  /^oi^lU  eaj<)y  ia  fecurity  tl>e  f/^iuvej 
which  was  ceded  to  i^er,  -wkh  all  the  anocxe^'nght^ 
of  fovcreigpty ;  the  pri^cq^  of  tt|e  eoapice  qm  )mV^ 
preierved  ip  the  lands  cocqprifed  within  iii9 /do- 
mains fo  ceded,  no  otl^ei:  right  than  fifaac  of- French  - 
lpr4s :  peipher  (»an  they  ht|ve  s^ny  pretenfiooaiia  dc^- 
{Kive  their  vaQals  #od  dependents  of  cbde  advan- 
fs^S?^  ^fi^d  frsM>ch((es^  which  pduft  extend  to  allfub- 
je4$  who  ijave  nofoverrigu  but  the  nation,  ihc  law, 
and  thckiag. 

\fi  developing  the&  political  truths,  andthis  fy^ 
fletn  Qf  natural  prohibition  of  tyranny,  I  am  far  frtm 
wiQiing  to  opppfe  a^y  fchetue  which  may  be  devifed 
of  indemnifying  the  German  priAC^  or  figniors, 
for  the  revenue  which  they  reoeived,  ^ad  which 
th^y  qaight  lofe,  according  to  the  new  p}an  pf  le*> 
giflationt 

Perhaps  we  ought  not  to  cxpeft  fn3m  thefi^ib* 
feigiiere,  who  exiiS:  amidil  feudal  ideas ;:  and.  who 
belong  to  a  body  whoife  principles  are  fa.igceatly 
inferior  to  ours;  that  they  ihould  all  at  onceiaicfnd 
to  that  Boble  difmtierededncfs ;  to :  that  geoerafity, 
worthy  of  ancient  chivahy,  whidi  ac  this  .daj^ 
a(}pp;i  with  new  honour  the  French  m>bUity  and 
imp  fff  l^ocifd  eQatc$ :  but  to  facrifice  4e({adible 

con- 


.Ij/ftem  tSrqMid  fi^cikHin,  which  (hQ^^^o^  o«0r 

jgWWfo  rti^.n»uoi>  .#in4*J3  Ifgiflfttpfis;  -a^d  deprive 
the  monar^ii  pf  the  glei^iou;  (^  he  has  ^dopteid : 

'-fViu^iSi^^vsa^^^l^Gmf^^  princes  adnjittfid, 

5{  M^ojoc  •^jrour  jfui^i^s^  for  in^  # re  ihv  ftj^e.    The 

.^^.4«ie$af  fervitwdewd  of  woropftin  ke^pdo*a 

^fjQurtisle  lof  freiraiei^^  md  d^i9&  ms  ii)  tbi^  fy^s 

.  ^;.<rf,Dur  fiUlow  cicuei)^ :•  let » France  fep^rajc  us 

^'  fromiier  empire,  or  kt  ber  aUo>y  ps  tp.particL- 

'  ff  pate  the  hpnour  x>f  Uherty^  for  thca  (hall  fo- 

f'^f  rdigatis  ao  longer  conue  to  ipjqre  us  even  in  the 

tiffr  bofom  of:  our  nation^  by  ^xsbg  upon  w  the 

*^  tiadge  of  flftvery.** 
I  ,.M  jAfepb  iL  had  noc  turned  his  arms againfl dm 
Pony(ithere  is  neafon  to  believe  that  the  Octonuta 
power  would  not  for  a  long  time  have  troubled  the 
repofb  of'£urope«    But  the  houfe  of  Auftria^  al* 
.ivayaiambftioA^is  of  cxteoding  its  >  dominions;  after 
ifaawigt^enlarged  them  at  the  expellee  of^Poland, 
:  ^pOisd  jthe  .^isqafion  of  removing  ta  a  greatisr  di* 
^fi|u|$j«i|ii^  limits  of  tfap&i&atesy.whickiiejrvdd  as  a 
i.|MKCier  «Hthd  empire. .  .  :  •         .  i  .         .  ^    .  ^ 
:x.    Th«  time  is  now  paffed^  when  the  fucceflbrsiof 
^-  Mri^omed  united  thofc  invincible!  warriors  under 

.his 


1^6    v^  />4»fMe^€Brmkkm^tkJlkifU^Salk 

fSs.  ftudsKd^  wfa<H  baie  <qri»PwfcP7fhtoJII>ftiWof 

Gcnmuij*  -  ^Thcfebvot  of  thw'ifepooftw^  jfciflt 

iongsr  conceded  ;*  aiid  kas  A<mirtoMtllf^Ai9itb 

fy^kiaiDf  difcipline  wHl  inralLtbe  jMftjimpqctNKHi^ 

tfaenoft  valiant  troop ;ofbacbariwsii. 

and  deflroy  their  moft -farnnidable  ^d^jiv;  ?noi;i:i 

jrThe  empire  is  compofediof  ^si^^- thMe^lioiidM 

fbutes^  which  depend -iOfunediateiy  I»ppp4t't/Mi<iilta 

inhabitants  are  eftimatcsd  bt  tj^tf^y^five,  titilkttati 

who  can  fcarcely  find  fubfifteace  in>;tbto  t^ttntigiji 

chough  the  foil  is  fertile.   Germany^  it  m^sft  dlij^k^ 

fMccved^  furnilhes  troops  to  almofl  aU  the  powM^fi 

cf  Europe.    Holland,  and  Denmark  on.  panifiufaHfh 

arfe  continually  drawing  recruits  from  thoQCc  'm  u.i 

The  cities  and  villages  of  Germany  ftaiyl  ftiC^ifik 

that  it  is  difficult  to.  trace  their  divifions  wiiihe 

map-:  there  is  not  ey.en  a  foreft  uninhabited^  9fiA)' 

many  families  have  eflabliflied   their   dweUiAgi; 

under  groundi  in  the  mines  of  Hactz  in  Sazooy;,,» 

WJboknpws  whether  thefe  fubcerraneousinhabitaai^^ 

whom  we  fqppof^  to  be  fo  miferable,  and  whQ.)i%|i9. 

no  idea  of  many  of  our  ei^oyments,  mayAO(*^d 

amends  for  every  privation,  in  a  degree  of  tranqiMtf*^ 

lity  which  we  can  never tafte  !  We,  ;ivho  ar^for*^ 

ever  the.  prey  of  cares,  of  rivaUhips^and'Of  aitibi*' 

tious  fchemes,.  vdiich  mud  furely/be  ooiifincii  tQ* 

the  furfaGCy.  and  never  penetrate  the  bofem '<mF >f h^ « 

earth!   ..:•.-  -i^  «•     -',  i^  v»"  :;    .. 

^     Tfctt 


>  Tllili«buiitr]rMlMiindt%tthtnHics:  ixuttiyx:f  thpftr 
Whidi  product  filver  are  worked  for  the  emolument, 
of  dMroTpefthrc  priaccij  ia  whofcdotXMi&i  they  are 
fiaulMl ;  aod  they  coin  the  produce  into  money  i 
wluch  gives  rife  to  much  abufe,  and  to  many  regu« 
lations  which  are  always  infringed.  The  laws  for** 
6iit  the  ilates^  under  pain  of  forfeiting  their  rights, 
from  coining  fpecie  any  where  but  in  the  cities  ap^ 
poimed  by  each  circle ;  but  there  is  an  exception  iii 
iavdur  of  thofe  fbtes  who  have  mines  belonging  ta 
^km\  This  is  a  bad  exception :  the  property  of  ^ 
ibine  olight  not  to  give  a  difpenfiuion  for  toihing 
the  ttietid.  extraAed  from  it^  without  fending  fucK 
metal  lo  the  city  appointed  by  the  circle^  for  the 
purpofe  of  coining. 

"^  The  laws  direct  thai  all  money ,  hewly  coined^ 

••■■«■  . 

fliall^  before  it  can  pafs  current  in  Germany^  be  af* 
(aycfd  in  panicular  affethblies.    Accordiiig  to  the 

lame  laws,  this  proof  ought  to  be  made  onte  m  a 

~.  .  .    . 

year  by  a0ayers  appointed  for  the  piirpofe,  to  know 
whether  the  money  is  of  the  triie  ilandardi. 

.   This  wiie  law  is  however  fallen  into  difure*  £ach 

...  -I 

prince^  lunbitious  of  feeing  money  ciritulate  with 
the  impreflioa.of  his  name  and  arms,  isbufes  the 
privilege  granted  him,  o^  ftriking  ttniXl  coin,  for 
th^  ufe  of  his  own  territories  t  he  caufes  large  pieces 
of  money  to  be  coined  of  the  proper  ftandard,  Aad 
then  converts  them  into  otherS|  in  which  th^M^c- 
.    VoL^L  N  .  is 


As  a  confiderable  alloy,  and  by  that  means  i^btaios  z 
rtcry  (hameful  profit. 

The   lafl   capitulation  tr  ^  elcBcida  Agrceoiqir 

of   the   emperor  imports,  /*  that   whoever  flxaff 

.V  infringe  the  laws  refpeding  the  coinage  of  niO* 

/^  ney,  Iball  be  deprived  of  the  right  bf  Coining; 

•^  and  of  his  feat  in  the  diets.     That  the  ftaCjb  wttd 

,/^  fliall  be  once  deprived  of  thefe  rights,  caiifiipt  be 

/*  reftored  but  by  the  confent  of  all  the  Aatdi." 

But  when  fo  many  princes  have  an  equal  intereft  in 

elujding  a  law  of  which  they  ar^  Uie  arbiters^ -h^v 

tan  we  expeft  its  execution  ? 

The  dates  of  Germany  farm  out  to  foreign^ 
their  right  of  coining  money,  and  (hare  with  chcn 
'    (he  profit  arifing  from  ic.    Is  not  this  entouragir^ 
^  fraud,  and  making  themfelves  accomplices-  in  it  ? 

Aiter  what  we  have  feen,  it  will  not  appear  4jft<9* 
nilhing,  that  the  German  money  (houid  be  in  fii6h' 
difi^cpute  in  mercantile  cities*  The  ducats  of  the 
£le£i:or  of  Brandenburg  are  only  of  eighteen,  carets; 
and  thofe  of  Bavaria  and  Wertemburg  are  sx^Kh 
about  the  iame  ftandard,  although  the  Hj^s  of  the 
empire  direft  them  to  be  of  twenty-three  carcww 
But  in  Holland  the  law  is  ftr jftly  conformed.  •  to  i 
on  which  account  their  ducats  bear  this  in£brijption|i 
money  of  the  Umied  Provinces^  fabrkitid  iuct^Hkg  to 
.  ihe  laws  of  the  empire. 

One  of  the  other  vices  of  the  Gerxnan  cotaflBtu- 

•  •..       ..   >«.    .■.-..■I'    .... 

tion,  is  the  great ;nqmberpCtoU«w^cb       f!)i[ii]fces 

have 


•^  fmS'^MBrnktlii  iHtir  ifet^sv  and  wHfch  toii  Ae 
fhWcliaftdife  ftnf  thrcWgh  thdir  Cttrltories,  vfiili'k 

^irWfeitUtferfiriijfKifb:    Thdfe  ifhpdfts,  deftruftive 

••{Ifi^bottitHeh^e  aiid  i^prefliVe  to  travelled,  hate  bedn 
llihitecf' tjy  Jrtf^itWns ;  but  it  Mk-ould  have  been 

iifft#(f"'«Hfe''t6  ftjjjpfcfs  tfhtfta  intiWljr  throughdut  tlie 


I.         I  ■ 


■'^  The  tevetttte  of  the  empire  waS  forihtffiy  very 

'  cii^tfiieAble.     Unrfer 'FVederick  !.  it  v<ras  efti- 

^ii&iiS  it  flirty  tale^   df  gold,  ti^hich  is  Aeir^ 

^ftjti^filht  'to-  a  ifiiUibii  fterlifig:-  bw  it  Was  fe 

greatly  diniinifh*d  duflrig  thfc  Idhg  inferregntnft, 

'«ft8,'i«  the  rti!gri  6f  Rddolpb  of  Waplburg,  ii 

««tt6uhted  to  fto  Wl6re"t1^iatt  iwentiy  tiaiferits :  and  'tH6    ' 

idfueeeflbrs  of  this  prince  have  reduced  it^  by  their  hid 

libebfiomy,  their'coifceflidhsVand  alienations,  to'fo. 

1^«rai6a  fum,  that  it  fcafcely  defrays  th^  ei- 

'^'n<«B  df^cdlkaimg.  '  '  - 

■  J '  th«?Wh|>ctW  and  the  ftites  hat e  hithgrto  Dfiafltf 

«Hly-\i»tii-^<*»r{s  to  re-cllablifti  ttte  inipefial  di^- 

'rtiWhst'afld^fty  tHe-  raft  capifulatioh,'  thfe  tin^i 

-ehgagifsf*'^ttev«''ftK>irfe  to  aliehate  any  domiiitf  bf 

^ \*fe'irAj>JTfe-i"-  tb'reftorfe alF tEe  pVin^paHtws,  ng- 

« ltet^,'aHa  Jtbtthtiilies,  iH^hichmay  have heid  5e- 

^ «  ¥«fc^'  ffoAi'^ft  •  by^  aTieiiiitioii  or  nfortg^e,  ■  lb 

■•■«yfe6K'~as''t1ittfe^-^^gagtiKents~aalf  be  '<!*bJ««:   ' 

**  iihd  to  reftore,  according  to  the'  advic'e  dfallflie 

^"'*^^  N  a  « Fiefs 


'.i\.-':\  ■^:  ■-  '•    ■      ■ .  1  ■  ■  ••'  "-'^M  vh\viV.;K 


x8o  0/tbc  Coronaim  of  the  Emperor p 

^.  ^^  Fiefs  of  ajiy  i:onfi^asaUe  prpd«jC(^|J^U  * 

f*  ^pftomc,principalky,.  county,,  9i:^4c}r'j,^t|ffi^ 
^^  ihallreyerc  (o  the  empire,  (h^U  1^  P9fnprf  ^^^^ 
'^in  fi^£^  without  the.confentof  the-ek^or^l^I- 
f/  l^e^  if  it  is  an  eledorate  ;  i^ittvoujt;  the  ,cpji(|f)^ 
<'  pf  the  ele^rs  and  princes,  if  it  is,^  {xripcijEf^Cj^ 
f  f  and  without  the  confent  of  all  .the^threc  CPU^c^^ 
^^  if  it  is  a  city/'.,.  .    .    ,    ,  ..  .,,:.^,.,j.  ..j  ,^ 

^  jXhis  capitulation  imports^  that  ^' the  fprcc^qi^S 
5/  which  may  have  been  promifed  to  the  ftajjffj; 
f f  ihall  be  granted/^  And  thefe  revenrfion^ ,  ^ 
fq»  extenfiye  and  .fp  numcfrous,  that  the  d^^g^ 
of  enriching  the  imperial  revenue  by  confolidaiiog 
i^irik  it  any  domain^ which  drop  in^  mud  remain/pf 
ages  without  effeft.  :.,,. 

.  I  believe  I  have  now  fufficiently  explained  JK<hg 
perman  conftiturionj,  to  give  a  juft  idea  of  the  for? 
ination  of  its  dates  ;  and  of  the  privileges  of  its 
fleftors,  tfs  princes^  and  its  free  cities*  I  have  cqI- 
le&ed  all  the  information  which  I. found  fcatt^e4 
in  many  volumes,  in  order  to  fpr^  an  cpitomj 
5i[bicl>  might  ^^e^ajSly  underfjbpd^,  _  .,  , ,  .^ 
.  ,Our  old  politician^  gave  too  much,  pra^e  to^  t[ii9 
form,  of  government^  and  mpderj[i.v^r|(iers.  ^aye  pjcr«- 
iiaps  condemi^ed  it  too  fe\xrely ;  hut  th^  ealqgid.^d 
the  cenfurer  fpJdom  fpnfipier  thwf<?h*fj^  W^i*  i^p 
.line.of  judice. ,  The  ^jirn^ic  c<?n(U^\Won  ha*xa> 

fv  purs  will  be,  how  caiv.we  alhire  ourfelves,  thaf 

it 


Audofihe  SSn^m^s  and  Fareer^tbe  Etkpire.  1 8  r 
*  it'will  meet  with  general  appfobatioh }  that  we  (hall 

.  jfe'i>^^ig^^i(a-^«mei{d>rbifief-piii»  mt^ '  it  u 

£ldiif;'-1t<ik>tik^rKhde,  whibh'  MtifTcitiredv^  wfik  » 
BJia'ai\I^l^1^tidilV  oPi^  ghHif  afibciktibh^  -  ''>■<  " 
"''Ylie'iJianiftifBiyg  f&cilts  m  tl^b  (Settm  ^fteid  is; 
Iflitt^foi'  ¥<loii^iHi«f  palf;  ^e-chief  ^  tfie  eMt»ra 
iMetifia^<W:ritdeip»^br;^<iihperor ;  iuid  tooiiiti^l^; 
mlNt^l'^Itt'  df  t}^'ft£te»  ^likk  he'  ftfdide»^^f; 
ks  his  bereditarjrddmimons."' All  the  princes'  of 
^Sk'^iS/^irel  in  their  ofvMterHttfries^:  abfokitely 
!n9^mfent  of  Mth t- «hd 't!he' 'dtetr^i^  biconfe.a 
fi»i^'qii4aive-tjbdy,'the  Ay,'  whofo  ftupidit^  U 
%iBi^r\id  hf  the  ftates.  If  the  empefor  was  artn^A 
•iWftf  ia' more  reftriSive  powier  j  With  a  power  iirul|f 
«*fei:i<»te;  he  could  fto^tHii^' vexatious  tyrannies^ 
thefe  petty  defpots,  who  are  guihy-of  a  thoiufitttd 
"ifSs  of'injuftice  i*  their  ftafes  t  who  alter  the  eaxi^ 
liejr :  Mifranchil^  the  nobles  at  their  pleafureV  'fttt 
'l^u^fubjed:s  i  aflefs  upon  them  arbitrary  taxes:  istA 
gt^  a  criminal  indulgence  to  the'  tti^ber*  df  thi^ 
dWii'xbllege,  becaufe  tHby  ft^nd'in  iieed  oif' 
fcifae  Iteity  themTchres; '  -" ' 

It  might  not  perhaps  be  paiiidoiickl  to  aflbrt,  thic  ^ 

(he  Getmim  dohftS^MionVfuch'k^  if  now  is,  bekrs  a 

'ftrtihg'reftmMiiWfe;  'itflf,  is  indeed  verjr  nearthfc 

'ted'Mfrdi  exiftbd  i^  Phiiidr;  "ofrder  the  ftcMia 

ihdWe'bbgiflHing'of'  the  third  iiici*  t)Fits  king>i. 

'Were  not 'the  dbkes  of  Burgubdy  ahdxotmts'of 
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i8;&         (^  the'Cm-MOhk  cf  tbe>Mi^finif^3^y^^ 


white  the  fcicigs  wMte  reduced  to  *iMW  iQ»k  4a^^ 
oiaiDS  ?    It  wg«  itbe  policy  of  the  Fveuii ja^diiiLi^^ 
vhicli  made  the  difi<^en«e :  they  iftctfafe4  ^tfacQs ' 
fovereignty  at  the  expence  of  that  of  tfa^ir^Vfflaiyjr^ 
vhile^  |a  Geroiapy^  the  vaflals  eftcoi^fd  thclwiif: 
mcroachflDieiite    on  that  of  thw  eiopfMr^  .  ^"I^^^ 
French  throajs  h  99  logger  ele6):iv9p  $  tifj^  ippni^i' 
throne  Is  hccomtfo.    Ja  Fmice  the  greaC/O^EoWf 
f)f  the  crown  hai4  formerly  phacipaUtiea  ^4  junp^ 
adnccs  :  they  now  hfive  iekuries.     la  Gyrpigny  Af 
greac  oiScers  bid  falafiief ;  but  tbe^  now  kfiX^^tUfff 
and  kingdoms.    Before  tiie  eleft^oa  of  the  oxiff^ 
ror  is  fandioned^  the  ftates  (preictibe  laws  to  ^h^f 
in  France  th?  king  h$fi  never  hithecto  xccTiw4 
taws  from  any  of  his  fubje&s,  but  has  .made.  J^vi^ 
ibr  all.     lii  iGer cnany  the  ecppire  and  the  apfcxof 
ace  Bwo  "veiy  diftin^  things ;  ^n  France  tb^^  joo^ 
durch  and  the  monarchy  (K'e  but  ope.   People  nt^ 
"vcr  iaidy  the  king  wd  France :  but  they  fdw^^ 
(fay  the  emperor  and  the  empire* 
''  Notwidiftanding  fiU  thefe  vices  in  the  GecquMi 
conftitution  there  is  reafon  t»  believe  that  icov^l 
«fiiU  fupport  itfelf  for  a  long  cou vie  of  yeacs.^  ^   .r  .,- 
A  return  to  liberty  is  not  efi^y  brought  aboiot  jia 
a  country  divided  into  many  :fov€ireigntiesj  beeaiije 
ndiere  is  no  agreement  between  ithe  prc^e^  forjo^qd 
^  its  inhabitants.   Jf  the  fub^£bs-  of  one  pr^Cf  jare 
difcontented,  add  refolve  to  break  their  :chai|n,4ie 
fubjeds  of  aaothet  jprincej  wkQ  .ue  u^acciuaincqd 

with 


•    • 


,«aclxi»lh<iri|..-w Wq  .«AtP'iP4W^-*';?  ^VWC^  of  affift- 
ante  fircfB\i_ all  .their  equals;  thej|;^^i^  ^gjaf^gue^ciy 

jO^.jpji^  jrei  «V«WBft -fejr  .*ge^.:  ^hilc  all  i^e^  oC 

.  -^  'j'^  1^#  -»fty  ^'^^  W  •te*y'?v.<tfi  <?f  OTW7  And  ^;^ 

.<^lh»t.ft^,.  which. il&  at.pQpf-^epubU^pn  andjpj^^* 

.^cc^injg.,thc.plap^-  of  gpyerutj^ntu^t^eji^ut  fpr  i$  j^ 
the  philofopher  of  Geneva. 

:  ^^j^lpaif  I  :an(i  .chus  ;;Mi)aing. through  the  principal 
CQZ^itujtioiu  of  Eufopet  iClut  of  France.  >vhi^h  at 
.my  feriims  oui  had  fcarjjply  ^r^ce^v^d.^^Jie^fix^  ^pj^^ 
,cijplcs.9fiife,  4nfold^  ftU  itfi  parts  bef9;T9  ,jpe,  aojl 
afiQrds^e  j^n  opporiun\ty  of  co(npar^ng.^]|he  works 
cif  j^  ages  with  .tjirit  pf  t^^  p^efeqt  jp^ry^'od.  But  let 
MJ^pt  Jbrg^t,;dJ^(;-^9w,ever  €5ccelk  this  confti|;u. 
Jtjcjn,  fo  jcauch  dcfir^ .  .my  be  fofind,  it  can  ooly 
agr<5Cdafich:,nhc,p(^j(le,  if  their  manneris,  if  thejr 
Jif^cu  .ijecqinfi  ,purifie^,.as  jinvjch  as  .their,  gjoveiji^. 
.went;, and, that  thcy^rpid^  ijtiemfeli^e^ ^Tjforthy  jpf 
jjcftciyiDg^^it ;  .ifjtisJij)  jlo.  qveyy  tjiing.for  Ppr  h^yj- 
pii^e%  Jet  .us.  jnegteft  .ftpthiog  for.,  itf  ..prpfpcrity. 
3ut  Jj^ccs  ane  »«d?  jr^itt^a^t^^ 

N  4  ar*d 


AiMii  by  itiibriflg^'droini  fiHettf  ihdfiMiilMR^ftf 
\   Thofe  men  tfe  tmtto<|tilAtibd^t^^  t^^ 

try  at  this  public  crifis ;  ha&^  '<<^.'^4gM''f g**  Wl j^3^ 
miftruft,  ftifle  public  credit  by  exaggerating  every 
thitig  which  they  conceive  to  be  a  caaft  of  alamu 
Thus  do  they  realize  the  evil  which  they  dread: 
'and  thus  render  the  misfortunes,  whofe  bare  idea 
'  diilrefies  them,  inevitable  by  their  own  imprudent 
conduft.  By  feeking  to  preferve  all^  they  lofe  evcty 
thing ! 

Jrlovr  univerfally  would  that  people  be  admired, 
who,  circumftanced  as  France  is  at  this  moment, 
fhonid,  (hew  a  noble  generofity;  andj^  placing  all 
their  confidence  in  the  virtue  of  their  chief,  and 
'  the  juftice  of  their  reprefentatives,  demand  only 
from  thie  l^e  receipts  for  all  their  treafiite  pour- 
ed into  the  public  coffers;  and  wait  ^e  rctxim  of 
.:^di(iA  credit,  to  receive  again  their  fpecie.'-^Who 
(hould  unite  againft  thofe  mifbreanti  who  after  dif- 
crdering  the  revenue  of  the  (late,  (hrunk  away  frctti 
paying  to  a  legal  impofl,  though  at  the  rilk  of  fee- 
ing the  national  honour  endangered  in  confequence 
;  of  their  conduft. — Who  (hould  overcome  the  male- 
volcnce  (hewn  by  other  n^toM,  in  prohibiting  the 

4m^iti 


•fepOlWIIBfStfjWlBblPifaHmi^iQf^tboilgy  WiUMi 

thar  nation  was  enga|^  in,  Occu^udoatti  tltfitt 

iimifelo  f^laib  /.or!  oi  •jvbiifjco  v'?.:.'    i: ..  v.  -^jr-jnl 
:  basib  *f5rfy  x!:?irv7   |rv3  orit  .'jxJ'e/^t  v\'?   -^  ::'iT 

irt^brrtcifrM  nVn  li-^ifi  yri  rj[r!/:i:\ri!!:   .rivi?  :.*'y^*'!^ib 
Yiava  aid  'orii  ^f!£  rvr.M^Jfq  r-i  j'rf  i  a  *.  j^;  v^    -'*::>-•-  r 

bnx;   ^lt)i/f.    ■  ■•-'.•.■!;/ '5:;^     :»•   "...  >f-r^i*^.r'5  M-^.-ft 

'io  min^i  3/:»  :.r/   »:.-.-  :.-;  To:  'xlrfrrr.-rfT   >ir.r  S\t 
""life  t^iVr  ^i/tv;  r/^iijrnr^y';::  MoKr  i::rj.v..;  '^u-.^k  i-i-'rifi 

«  ■  *> 
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HEN  we  fee  wha^  Foland'is  how^^wtttH 

firarcely  believe  what  fhe  was  in  the  tenth  ccnturjirv' 

imder  Boleflas  the  conqueror  of  Ruffia;  and  after*' 

wards  under  the  great  Cafimir.    Her  glory  at  thole' 

periods,  and  the  generous  efforts  (he  has  made,  to'* 

maintain  her  liberty,  feem  now  entirely  forgotten* 

Whocould,  at  this  moment,  fuppofe  that  the  Poland- 

crs  had  been  the  terror  of  the  Turks;  the  deliverers 

of  Venice  :  and  that  if  they  did  not  reduce  Pruflia 

to  be  a  province  of  their  kingdom ;  it  was  becauic' 

they  knew  not  how,   under  Jagellon,  to  make  a 

proper  ufc  of  their  victories. 

Poland  has  hitherto  been  ezpofcd  to  de(Eru£kioii 

fix)m  three  caufes : — the  neighbourhood  of  Ruffia; 

that  of  the  Turks ;  and  the  vices  of  its  own  confti-* 

jcp^toa:  ;s¥hile,  on  the  other  fide,  it  poflfefTed  tw6 

Inean5  of  defence,  in  the  CofTacks,  and  in  the  fu- 

periority  of  its  cavalry.   But  the  Coflacks  haVc  no^ 

abandoned  them,    and  joined  their  enemies   the 

Tiu"ks;  their  cavalry  is  very  much  weakened ;  and 

the  vicious  parts  of  their  conftitution  domineer  over 

every  thing. 

Poland 


^thf(;^miHmitfN^^        Iff 


Pi)kp4  I^as  aot  bec^  <n<adbled  to  fuppoit  itfd^ 
f^nii4ft^he  horfid  reyo^vuoQf  it  bas  experienced^ 
'^Y  its  Awn  jdrcngdi ;  bijit  by  xbe  faypur  pf  a  ij^pofi 
43f  policy^  which  ^ade  it  t^e  i^ercft  of  three  riysd 
powers^  that  i^ei;pher  ihould  aggrandize  itjfelf  at  the 
f  jfpffxcc:  of  ;Hff  Jc^ngdvm*  Th^fe  ^tefi?  JJpy.crs 
la  W':  fufpjEJudcd  Jthejir  hatred,  .wd  agreed  to  f|^9il 
ftft,  fWsrt.^ft  unhappy  count/yj  apw  reduced  ip 
^yjji  a.^&atf,,c^,^^^^^  th#  its  tjwree  ,c»eDfic8  caji 
^?fe^P^  ,50  fyb^&  as  a  «won  ^u;  of  j)ity ;  .9^  W-' 
.^..j^^ii^^  fJJvAfion^  they  entirely  fwaUow  ii  up 

^^TJjijf,qjrjgii> -of  J?pla^  ^jmj  well  as  .^f  al^  #he  ^or 
XiQ^^l^a  ^t^ons,  is  buried  ia  ,fab«j4pvi5  ftones;  leijK 
ji|\t;erofl|iiig  thaathpfe  related  of  the  pc;ople  oi  aptji- 
;^i^y^  hecf ufe  the  Mufes  have  not.adorne^  its  cr%- 
^^  wjytb  thqfe  ingepious  tale^,  which  render  a  ^vf^ 
hgifTL  ftate  jJliiftriQus,  and  intrpduc^  it  to  the  w^rld 
,  yp4er  a  ..charader  of  difliqdi^^. 

,,  /!n)ip,:^$^  epochaSj  by  whjich  they  meafvircd  .tio^e^ 
yrere./^he  generations  of  their  kings;  fM>d  thqy 
,txaqe^u^,reyQl^       by  mean^  of  this  ^royal  chain, 

?^^%  Jfoycreign  fornac^  a  link, 

j6-?^  ihe*-dcatlx  ofMleclas.  the  weak  fon.  and 

like  Germany,  a  Ions  and  fatal  interregnum.  Thoic 
w^p  ^e  ^c^^lgd  /iif  pf'^<i/  in  a  kingdom,  ^Hputed 
^on^  .thctpfflives  for  the  fovcreiga  authority. 
^iJiey  jtn^de  w«^  upon  each  oj^bor;  tayaged  (the 
•inilo^f  •     .  fouftuy; 


tti  €f  tie  CekJh'tiftiM  tf  Ppbmd. 

■J  v*1   \0 

cbontiy;  opprefled  the  people;  and  encoon^ed 
line  neighbouring  (lates  h>  takc'  ady&Ctt^^tSIF^^ 
ttoubles,  for  afenging  oh  Pokml 'Hie  afliV6mk  A^ 
\$jSt  received.  The  teriified  widow^  I^^^"^ 
all  hiftories  prefcnt  us  with  nearly  'fty-^tii^TOc^? 
dents)  fled  the  country,  cknyihg^Wtth'liifyfbcf 
treafure,  and  her  fonCalknir,  theii'&irifiUity  \Ai^ 
'kcving  been  wcJll  received  in  TJcrmady; '  fitc^'ji^^dSf 
'M  CO  Rome,  where  the  only  confolaj^  xXirSi^ 
young  Cafimir,  f b^  only  indeihhifiakfi^  {IdMH^ 
kirn  for  the  lof5  of  the  kingdortj  of  Hi*'**  atftlfti^; 
was  the  crowns  he  might  hope  for* "fir^jAibtfict 
-vortd;  and,  m  ord*i:  ft>  obtaiti  thcte,  *e  Was  a&5 
'vifcd  to  go  totfc€  uhiVcf^fity  of Parfs'fbr  raffftiiftfiijrj 
end  rfterwards  t^  bury  btmfcif  iit  the  'dB?8if^ 
•rf acloifter.    CHfiinir m6*eftly  puriucd  tW JWot 
nurrked  ouc'for  hith  by  (upcrftition :  -  he  ctiftcii^^ 
Ikis  rank  mider  a  fiftitiouj  name  ;  and"  iiivi'**f8i!^ 
years  the  defccndafit  of  the  kings  of  1?bl?tti9'4ts 
mained  unknown  and    confounded  *  &Kdt^^tl£f 
•jrtonkfiofCIugm.     ^  j-     ^-^  -^^-^^"^ 

•     The  Polanders  at  fall:  exhaufted*'by  thfc' h'Sfi'Sff 
(rf  civil  war;  and  availed  by  all  H!)ef*ite}ghb6uffi^ 
people,  whD'rtiide  their  cobnifry  afcfenc  #%ri'' 
qucft,  began  to  Entertain  thoughts  of  TCttlKiig^ttrti 
fon  of  their  late  fovereign*  •;*•■"  '^i^^^"'!^'^ 

After V  itouch  ■ '  ehqui  ry,    flxejr  found  "f lie' ' '  ^• 
tfeat'  whiefe  Caf^nir  -  wore  iaway  iAs  inehincIiBy^.^ 
iMKihi..  '  The)^  fMi! '  ambafTadors  td  dtf&t  him  thli; 
oown  f  -and^t^  conjeee  bi^' to  xake '  e()ki{>iidl^ti 

oa 


i^  the  Cmtfiilutian  ^  Pi^aad^  aSg 

their  affairs.  Bijt.^^e,  ppncc  .wai.uafoi^iiii^n 
bound  by  his  vov^j^^od  by  dtecon'i  cirders,.  wbigfa; 
ic  had  received.      :.. ,  ^^ 

.  What  chains  w«jrc,  %^c  ia:iW  age  of  ignonocel 
a,nd)]Ow  was  Cafinur-tobrea^^thetn?  Tbe  moikA 
ip:^pnk.wa5  w-<U  ctm^ficedittiaf  there  was  a  nccc£t 
fit^for  li^s  obuin^g  pffmilEoii  from  the  Pope,  t» 
Qxchange  bis  ceUibf  a  paUce^  and  hiacoarfe  frod^. 

for  the  royal  mantle.-. ..  -  -i 

l^Wel^ouId  be  aftoni(h;edlj  if  any  thing  coidd  alio* 
n^jis/i;9in  the -Roman  pontic,  xo.fin,diyha£coaM, 
djf^^yeceiii^aiediipont^ePpUndersbyBenedifib 
tX.j,b;^9re  be  WQuld-confeet^co  let  the  Ton  tX  their 
ft^^  ^3  fcoigjjie  idlcj^idii  oftacloifier  to  thd  hapK~ ' 
Wi^^V^  of  a  XftveneiigQ'  I^  required  from  EhQat 
^CJ^PiyinenL  pf  ^  Peter's  peace  co  the  qouec  <o£ 
S^tj^i^..^  I  which  was  npcfufpri&^g  in  apopei.buc- 
^^n^f-rAi^^^ther  demand,  restive  to  an  objei^ 
which  could  not,  one  fliould  fuppofe,  be  of  i^udt 
ctjofJra^eQfi^  toihim.; — ;he  infifled  on  tltfir  cuuing 
4if^^^l^f|f^nd!be^d3inihemz99c^,p£oEherctdio>t: 
Iij: jjpapl&f  Jin4  thatt^^  '^""M  WWT'***"^  thelr^ 
n^^c^jU  ,4^  the  pnijucijMl  feaJ^  in, the  {fear^a  ftole. 
(^  white  linen.  ,    i  i   -  : 

^hcBolond^^  hav|i^agr(£d.t9thefe  three  condi- 
t^pi^,  {terfomaed  ^eqi  e^&Iyi  and  their  trifling] 
'iHi'i'^5^  w»e  &9t,ii(jthout  ,f  iuUroword;  forC«-r 


it0         i^  the  dtmyfumt  i/ Pifkii. 

itt  po^fifbf  to  tfie  Beigdt  otiiif  iiitiation  u^lkSft 
ht  riiay  ht  placed  t>y  fdrrime :  lie  rdftonKd'  ffa^- 
^aittity  to  df&e  (late;  puniflied  fhe  feditibus )  |fbt 
an  end  to  difcord  and  faction ;  and  delivered^  StiAi 
die  yoke  of  foreign  ihailiers,  tbofe  provinces-  Wnl<|i 
liad  bien  feized  upon  by  the  neighbouring  piofimti 
dtiring  the  ihterrcgrium.  /  - . .  A  ' 

There  is  one  very  remarkaMe  circiiniftaift^-ii 
thfe  hiftory  of  the  kings  of  PolancI:  it  is,'  tlilpf  the 
firft  of  the  Cafimirs  came  to  France  befot*e  h(^  liicf 
beien  a  fov£reign,  and  became  there  a  mofikf :  ^li 
under  Louis  the  XIV.  the  laft  of  the  Cafimirs,  Maf- 
tfer  having  abdicated  his  crown,  retired  to  TaHji^ 
and  became  abbot  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Oermkilt^; 
vhere  he  would  never  fufferahy  perfon  to'^iv^  hflh 
the  title  of  majefty.  Thus  the  laft  finilhed  -as  f^ 
firft  had  began. 

After  the  deccafe  of  Cafimir.  the  i^oland^rs  Cbtif- 
ferred  the  crown  on  his  fon  Bor&flas  II.  who,  like  his 
great-grand-father,  became  the  conqueror  of  Ruffia. 

Although  my  defign  is  only  to  describe  the  cbft« 
ftitution  of  Poland,  and  it  does  not  confequ^bnity 
agree  with  my  plan  to  follow  the  Polifti  6iiftdry, 
yet  there  was  one  anecdote  of  this  prince's  rci^ 
which  I  cannot  pafs  over  in  filence.  After  he  Lad 
triumphed  over  the  courage  of  the  Ruffians,  who 
iiefended  Kiovia,  he  (hewed  himfelf,  on  efitfcritig 
the  city,  a  gehefdus  conqueror:  be  forbad  his  af- 
ihy  <l^g  the  ieaft  injury  io  the  biittbitahts*« 

■  ".    • .  .  .  ,  ■  ■  ^  .   .    ^ s .     c  *.     .  •  •  •  -    ■'  *-  ■■  tilC 


,ibl-^airatH  6f  lu^  ^Matitf  were  fo  m  mm 

fl^e wing  any  fury,    that    they   manifcfteid^  fe^-r 

:itMat8  of  ft  Vi»'y  df^^reiit  natttrfe;  kt  ifitci  fight  of  Ac 

b^tifiil  Xiithres  of  the  cdnquered  crty  :  tnd  tfi£ 

j^Boce  arid  bis  ibldiers^  foi-getting  tliat;  there  vfdoS 

■^fB&m  iii  Poland,  prolohged  their  Stay  at  Kioii^* 

«tif e  iHef  revelled  iri  all  the  vcduptuolrfncft  df  &6 

.place,;  and  never  dicl  tiftors  receive  mare  crovi^hii 

^.-httli  Poiifh  women;  informed  of  the  infidellt)^  in 

[^rtnc^'  fi^[eir  faiilband^  indulged  thenifelves,  coufil 

\nai  pstddh  the  cbnfc^ufcnces  of  their  viftory ;  tfc^ 

.w6c44  vkAtr  ha^e  (ben  all  the  inhabitants  of  Siof^ 

via  put  to  the  fword,  without  diflindlion  of  feir 

^4adi  -ii  this  fury  of  their  jealoufy ,  they  abandoned 

:^taiiehres  to  a  kind  of  revenge,  which  was  more 

-pAtittCi  dban  noble:  they  all,  except  one  woman^ 

^hdfe  tirtue  has  inimortalized  her  name,  garA: 

cbemfelves  up  to  the  embraces  of  their  Aaves.    . 

Thfe  heWs  of  this  public  and  general  vengeancki 

foon.redthed  Kiovia :  the  irritated  officers  and  fcA^ 

.^iers,  imputing  their  di(honour  to  the  king'^  con- 

..(dad;  ;c  great  part  of  the  army,  with  their  hearts  inU 

flameid  with  rage,  abandoned  their  leader,  and  fiev^ 

tol^dtandj  in  order  to  facrifice  the  culprits, 

I  ^  TJic  women  and  Haves,  who  expe£tcd  the  moft 

f^el  podiflinients,  mutually  animating  eich  other, 

-intrenched  themfeives  in  flrong  pl^es,  and  main- 

icMnbd  k^fisge  a'gainft.  their  hufbands  and  their  ni^- 

.Aim;,  white  the  women, . confidering ^thcir  l^rf- 

fiithds  only  as  their  enemies,  fliewed  no  Icfs  cou- 


sage  than  their  accomplices^  nd  Ibid  Aiir  JlWK 
Tciy  dearly.  '  JT 

Boleflas  arrived  in  the  midft  of  this  bloody  flau^^ 
ter :  and  equally  irritated  againft  the  firft  CxitiiAih^ 
and  againft  the  army  which  had  abandoned  hitiki' 
he  exercifed  towards  the  hufbands^  the  wites^  «iiC 
the  ilaves^  fuch  feverity  as  could  not  hate  beesa  )ei*' 
pedted  from  the  mild  conquered:  of  Kiovia*  ;f* 

This  anecdote^  which  is  very  true,  may  duMT  i 
fiiade  over  the  genealogy  of  the  nobleft  Polaniferl  V 
and  thofe  among  thern^  who  Ihould  kill  a  peafintc^' 
may  have  reafon  to  reproach  himfelf  with  haf^Mt' 
(hed  the  blood  of  his  family^ 

Thehiilory  of  Poland  proves  that  if,  as  the  Potaikl- 
ers  pretend,  the  crown  has  been  always  eledivCj^  thejf^*^ 
have  however  given  the  preference  to  the  children  ci 
their  fovereigns*    They  have  even  acknowledged^ 
their  i  ight  to  the  election  fo  clearly,  that  we  havk 
ieen  them  fearching  from  country  to  country  fof 
the  fon  of  their  king :  and  when  he  was  difcovered 
in  a  cloifter,  fubmitting  to  every  thing  the  pope  re- 
quired of  them,  rather  than  allow  themfelves  to  be 
governed  by  any  other  pcrfon* 

On  the  death  of  Cafimir  IL  the  nation  inimedi- 
ately  placed  upon  the  throne  his  fon,  whoie  me-^ 
[  mory  is  ftill  diftingui(hed  by  the  added  appellation 
of  ibe  Ortai ;  not  fo  much  on  accoimt  of  the  vi&o- 
ries  he  gained  over  the  Ruffians,  though  he  fub-* 
jedted  one  of  their  moft  valuable  provinces,  known  ' 

by 
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bf  ^e,  :aame;  of  ^lack  Ri^ffia^  as  by  the  wife  laws 
which  he  inftituted ;  the  arts  he  made  to  flourilh;. 
aQcLdic  proteftion  which  he  afforded  to  the  dmple 
pef3ants^  againft  the  tyranny  of  the  nobles.  He 
waf  (he  founder  of  almoil  all  their  cities,  and  of 
ifl  J^0^<*  monuments  which  are  now  exiiling  in  the 
co^tryj^-  and  which  equally  declare  his  tafle  and 
his  adtivity. .     - 

4L  7Hi^:P(lAp^  unfortunately  did  not  leave  a -child/ 
He -qamed  four  his  fuccefibr  Louis,  king  of  Hun* 
g^U]gr  whoj  after  having  accepted  the  crown,  gave 
up, ijb^  government  of  Poland  to  his  mother^  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  retired  into  his  own  dates. 

fThis  prince,  whq,  by  his  indifference  to  his  new 
fut^jofts^  had  left  them  without  defence  agaiilft  the 
i^jCurfions  and  plunder  of  the  troops  of  Ja^ellon, 
]9uke  of  Lithuania/  was  dedrous  of  having  a  Aiccef- 
f^c  elected  while  he  was  dill  living  ;  and  h^  com^ 
polled  the  Poles  to  give  their  fufFrages  to  Sigif- 
mund^  Marquis  of  Brandenburg,  who  was  his  fon' 
in-^W«  But  this  eleftion,  which  was  irregular,  be- 
caufe  it  was  not  made  freely  by  the  people,  was 
declared  null  after  the  death  of  Louis,  and  the 
Poles  offered  their  crown  to  his  fecond  daughter, 
on.  condition  that  (he  would  efpoufe  a  prince  agree* 
able  to- them.  It  would  have  been  more  generous 
CO  let  her  chufe  a  prince  agreeable  to  herfelf ;  but 
the  hearts  of  princeiTes  are  not  always  bellowed  on . 
chofe  who  are  moft  worthy  to  govern  men* 

Vol.  r.  o  If 


194  Of  the  Cotiftitution  of  Poland. 

If  the  new  queen  of  Poland  had  been  free  to  ^paife 
whom  (he  plcafed  to  (hare  her  throne,  (he  wotfldhaV; 
called  thither  the  Duke  of  Auflria,  who  had  petie* 
trated  even  to  Cracow;  where,  under  the charaifiter 
of  a  knight,  he  gave  the  mod  brilliant  entert^n- 
ments  to  her  who  had  drawn  him  thither.  This 
prince  realized  all  thofe  romantic  ideas,  with  whiek 
the  writers  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived  have* cm- 
belli(hed  their  defcriptions  :  and  if  we  'treat  thcit 
accounts  as  fables,  the  reafun  is,  that  the  caufe  lies 
too  remote  for  us  to  believe  in  its  effe&s. 

Jagellon  at  the  fame  time  demanded  the  prln- 
cefs's  hand  from  the  fenate  ;  and  offered,  if  he  6b* 
tained  it,  to  unite  forever  to  the  kingdom  of  Po- 
land,  the  grand  duchy  of  Lithuania  and  the  clom;ain» 
which  he  poflefled  in  RufHa.  Thefe  offers  feduced 
the  Poles,  and  they  promifed  him  their  queen^ 
without  ever  confulting  her  heart. 

The  auftere  fenators,  who  were  alarmed  at  the 
preference  (he  evidently  gave  to  the  Duke  of  Au-" 
ftria,  obliged  him  to  quit  Poland,  and  by  furtound- 
ing  the  caftle  of  their  queen,  they  held  the  othef; 
lover  a  prifoner. 

The  idea  of  lofing  forever  the  man  fhfe  Idved^! 
and  of  being  united  to  Jagellon,  whom  (he  regardr 
ed  as  the  prince  of  a  barbarous  nation,  rendered 
odious  to  the  queen  the  gift  of  fovereignty,  wfaicb 
had  been  made  her  by  the  Poles.  And  while  Ihc 
tkus'fighed  over  her  elevatiou>  the  ferocious  rival 
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of  the  Duke  of  Auflria  arrived,  attended  by  a  xiutn- 
ber  of  troops.  But  alas !  it  is  not  foldiers  whfo  can 
take;  a  heart ! 

The  queen  declared  (he  would  not  fee  JageUon. 
'fbe  fenators  threw  themfelves  at  her  feet,  and  con^^ 
jured  her  not  to  expofe  them  to  the  vengeance^ 
which  muft  be  provoked  by  an  affront  which  could 
JKycr  be  pardoned.  Touched  by  their  prayers, 
apd  terrified  by  the  misfortunes  with  which  (he  faw 
her  fubjefts  threatened,  flie  at  laft  confcnted  to  ri- 
ceive  JageUon' :  and  happily  for  her,  that  prince, 
whpin  her  imagination  had  reprefented  as  a  feroci* 
ous  favage,  was  young,  well  made,  and  wanted  no*: 
tbin^  which  could  render  him  beloved  :  he  foon  be- 
came fo,  and  the  princefs  was  not  difpleafed  with  the 
imion  of  Lithuania  and  Poland. 

I  (hould  not  have  introduced  this  piece  of  Polifti 

biftory,  but  to  (hew  by  what  means  the  duchy  was 

■  ^*  ■ 

reunited  to  the  republic. 

I  muft  add  that,  on  the  death  of  JageUon,  who 
contributed  not  a  Uttle  to  weaken  the  power  of  the 
Tutonic  order  by  his  valour,  the  crown  was  given 
to  his  fpn,  though  only  twelve  years  old :  and  that 
it  was  always  worn  by  his  defcendants,  until  the 
deat!)  of  Sigifinund  Auguftus,  the  laft  of  the  race 
of  JageUon,  which  happened  m  the  year  1572. 
^  This  crown,  though  its  luftre  became  tarni(hed 
at  eyerv  eleftion,  was  not  the  le(2^defired  by  aU  the- 
powers  of  lEurope,  wlienever  it  reverted  to  the  dif- 

O  a  pofal 
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poidl  of  the  people  of  Poland  :  and  yet  ihefe^jied^ 
pie  have  always  blindly  given  it  to  fome  ftranger  r 
ift  faft,  to  whoever  offered  them  mdft  money  i  iMr 
was  willing  to  make  them,  the  largeft  facrifices;  - 

Henry  de  Valois,  brother  to  Cliarles  IX*  d>- 
taincd  the  crown  of  Poland  through  the  intrigue  of 
a  Pole>  who,  after  having  lived  fome  time  io' the 
court  of  France,  returned  to  Poland,  and  extolled 
the  qualities  of  the  Duke  of  Anjou.  On  the  deith 
of  his  brother,  Henry  quitted  his  Polifh  tiitone  rd 
afcend  that  of  France,  where  he  had  not  ilrength 
to  maintain  himfelf.  He  thus  quitted  the  fubjedis 
who  had  elefted  him,  and  who  frequently  fent  ia 
vain  to  recal  him  :  and  he  experienced  in  the  end^* 
that  he  who  holds  two  crowns  does  not  defcrve  M 
'  have  one.  .  :^ 

Sigifmund,  fon  of  John  II.  king  of  Sweden,  had 
the  weaknefs  to  facritice  the  crown  of  his  father^: 
which  was  hereditary,  to  the  honour  of  bcing^  fonte 
years  fooner  adorned  with  the  title  of  king* 

Under  Ladiflas,  the  fon  of  Sigifmund,  whooi  the 
Poles  indemnified  for  the  lofs  of  the  throne  of  Swe<^ 
den,  by  giving  him  that  whicli  his  father  had  worn,; 
Poland  committed  a  grols  error  in  policy,  by  tic* 
taching  itfelf  from  the  Colfaiks,  a  warlikiC.aTid  (a^ 
vage  people,  under  pretence  that  the  Polifli  pea«t 
iants,  wearied  out  by  the  exadiohs  of  their  lordsy 
found. refuge  among  them,  and  partook  of  .tbeip 
iTidependence«  :  One  of  thdOe  peaiafxu^  iaf  xho  -  hfiad 
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cf  the  rcvokcrs,  made  their  cruel  mailers  repent  of 
their  injuftice  \  he  led  them  through  the  whola 
kingdom  of  Poland,  and  reduced  it  to  the  very 
point  of  being  nothing  but  a  dcfert,  covered  with 
the  afhes  of  its  cities. 

'  I  am  unwilling  to  take  up  time  in  relating  all  the 
misfortunes  which  defolated  this  vaft  kingdom^ 
during  the  interregnums ;  or  in  (hewing  how  dear* 
\f  Poland  has  paid  for  the  conceffions  {he  has  forced 
from  the  ambition  of  thofe  who  afpired  at  hei" 
throne.  I  mull  however  lament  that  (he  did  not 
always  raife  her  grand  marihal  to  the  fovereignty, 
when  he  had  (hewn,  iiithat  important  ofEce,  thd 
tdents  neceflfary  for  governing  a  ftate :  (he  had[ 
once*  the  wifdom  to  fix  her  choice  on  a  perfon  wha 
had  as  ftrong  pretenfions ;  and  (he  gained  the  high- 
^  glory  by  it :  for  Sobieiki  did  more  for  his  coun* 
try,  by  his  courage  and  his  warlike  virtues,  than 
alt  thofe  princes  who  aggrandized  it  by  the  addi- 
tion of  new  provinces, 

:;Wbcfi  we  confider,  on  one  (ide,  the  number  of 
priaCes,  arch«dukes,  and  foreign  fovereigns,  who' 
crood  to  Poland,  whenever  the  throne  b«comea 
▼acand;  to  fqlicitthe  eledtion,  by  diftributing 
moitey^and  fetting  every  e^ine  of  intrigue  at  work 
amop^itix^Palatinefr  and  Poli(h  nobility :  and  when 
v^'fiiid^  on  the  other  fide,  thefe  proud  republicans 
enqinHngJout  him  among  the  candidates  who  can 
^y^tl»;bi^cft'pricc£Ga:  .their  filfirages^  we  know 

O  3  not 
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not  whether  tooR.  ta  defpife  the  junbitiouir  flKHf 
who  are  tormented  with tbedefire of  n^igmpg  ovfii 
a  people^  with  whofe  manners,  chara£ber>  and  Iwrs 
^ey  are  unacquainted ;  or  the  vile  di9d:or$».  wh|(| 
make  a  trade  of  their  honourable  prWiltg^  }  :4fld 
who  feel  no  concern  at  the  danger  they  incuri  of 
^ving  a  prince  to  their  country ,  whp  may  pi:oTe4H 
misfortune  or  its  Ihame.  .j.vil 

•  If  the  Poles  had  been  generous  enough  tp  infike 
a  juft  return  of  gratitude  to  the  memory  of.  Sobi; 
flfki,  whofe  yalour  had  fee  them  free  from  a  Atfm;^<9|! 
ful  tribute^  paid  by  them  to  the  Port:  andjvboii 
i>y  his  multiplied  vidtories  over  the  Turkd,  ha4  ai^r 
-quired  in  dxeir  camp  the  furname  of  tbf  Itruimkkk 
they  would  have  given  ;heir  crown  Co  one  pf  blS 
Tons.    But  thefe  fordid  eledtors  heiitated  for  a  lotP^ 
rtime  between  Frederick  Auguftus,  eledQi.pf  §a^ 
ony,  and  a  Prince  of  Conti,  to  whom  nothi^  wa^ 
wanting,  to  unite  all  the  fufirages  in  h^^  f^yqwi  byt 
the  power  of  fending  two  hundred  thoufand  Cfowas 
which  the  minifler  of  France  had  prpmifqd  to  the 
ele^ors. 

His  competitor  Uiought  himfelf  happy,  in  carjry? 
ing  the  crown  from  the  children  of  Sobieft.i>  an4 
the  Dukcfs  of  Lorain  and  Conti :  but  this  UAfartUr 
nate  crown,  which  cod  him  fo  much  money,  and iq 
many  efforts,  brought  nothing  but  humiliations  oa 
his  head.  He  expofed  Poland  to  the  refentmenc 
of  Charles  XII.  and  fubmiiud  that  warlike  nation, 

tq 


tA^dvelMri  frdrti*  %''  yttuhg  prince,  who  would 

%&(«  ftipitA'6vtti\ittn^  bad  he  hot  diitbimed  tk^ir 

et^h;  add  Hlllrtr  wifhfed  to  iSe  %  worn  byoa  iinvs 

|^'|>aUiiKt! ;"  >^*k),  if  he  had  not  been  prcvchcediDif 

iKii^miffcAttines  of  hiii  protector/ would  have  adorns 

ISA  it  with  adiTplay  of  thofe  Virtue*,  of  which  one  of 

fflc'Ffcnch  {)rwinccs  has  perceived  the  happy  iav 

iluence.  ^ "" 

"^>^9Jhce  the  great  Cafiffilr,'  each'  pretender,  nwrc 

fclieitdus  to  fecure  the  crown,  than  lO'  prmotr 

A«  w^dfare  of  the  people,  fubmits  to*  thelawij  whick 

Afcli6bility  think  proper  to  irti'pbfe*    Cifimir,  td^ 

ikdbtuble  by  the  power  of  his  afm^,  had  imptetSilL 

4i^  liobles  with  fe^r  and  r ef^ :  ^md  diflstisfiell 

Hji^die  afcendency  which  the  higher  order  df  nobility 

.^laftbed ovc^ thbfe  6f  the  (ecohd  order:  and  ftiU 

lififi^  biTended  at  the  manner  in  whiicK  they  all  held 

^tRe  peafants  chained  down  to  labouiri  he,  as  I  have 

'tfl^eddy  faid,  eftabliihed  laws  for  raiiing  the  eqiief- 

'  triSri  order,  and  fecuringthe  labourer  from  the  op- 

"{Mefflohs  of  their  feudal  lords.    The  firft  condhlttn 

which  the  nobles  impofed  on  I^ouis  of  Hiiiigary 

"tfiB,  that  he  Ihould  annul  all  theft  wife  laws ;  that 

^ftbukf  reinftatethe  gratid  ffbprietors  in  thfeir 

tyfaittac^pthaeges  }•- and^hat  he'lh6uld  iicver  nl6re 

-'^fe^fe  theii^dif^flTifllifig  tlierr  HiHrciy  In  an  ^rbi- 

tfa^  ritttofter,  ot  ttefhiits  of  i!htirla!bour;  and  even 

•*fHi*h^Hvis.*     •  ^'-i^    'i   . 

.  "'ft48th^;bh!'4bW»^yPolind^s!'tiiit^^^^ 

And  weakncfs  is  always  fported  with,  when  you  have 
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the  bafenefs  to  remain  wichout  cn(Gitiag^y<i(uc(elw^ 
The  grandees  fell  to  your t  kings  jUie:  honour  itf^^? 
yerning  them^  on  condition  that  th^-  xmx  bave  Uh 
liberty  of  domineering  over  you.  But  ^ey  To^nr^ 
to  theinfelves  the  advantage  of  catering  into  tb^ 
councils,  and  limiting  their  power j  and  take  farft 
to  deprive  them  of  all  means  of  injuring  their  4i-f 
berty :  while  you  are  too  mucli  defpifed,  even  t^ 
Ipj^f  permit  ted  to  ofier  ^n  opinion  ;  and  mu(t  hfvo 
e.j^;cjff4..over  you  the  qioft  unbounded, pftwQRi 
Uyoyi^r-e  allowed  to  cultivate  the  earil),  it  is-thM 
they  may  epjoy  the  fruits  produced  by  your  labour,  c^ 
irth^  conff;nt  to  kt  you  c^ift  on  wliat  they  Call 
U^^r.  dooL^ins,  it  is  with  the  proyifo  of  your  tfifi^ 
during  them  fruitful  by  the  fweat  of  your  brow,  U^ 
a  &ngle4:epioac^^  if  the  llightcd  murmur  cfcapcfit 
)LQ\xv  lips^  you ^uft tremble,  mifcrable  wretches. that 
ypH.  are,  left,  ferocious  pride  Ihould  embue,  with. 
your  blood ji  the  foil. which  you  have  watered  with. 
ypur  tears.  It  is  your  only  part  to  fuffcr  with  re- 
fignation  ;  for,  if  you  complain,  you  are  pimiflied  ;. 
iLypu  J^ly:,  you  will  be  purfued,  and  dragged  back 
to  that  fpot  of  ?arth,  whofe  thorns  will  be  your  on*. 
ly  portion  of  its  produce  : ,  you  and  your  wife,  and 
your  children,  apd  their  children,  belong  not  to 
you,  but  make  part  of  the  ground  on  which  you 
vegetate,  as  well  as  the  trees  which  bear  their  fruit 
alfo  upon  it.  Though  the  proprietor  is  of  the  fame 
frccies  with  yourfelf,  it  is  not  for  you  to  con/ider 

him 
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a^itet  x0f> n^^ii^a^k  If  you  die  by  fais*  meaiisv 
IHM  duty  ff^dftniat  of 'his  cftpfice  is^  at  moft^  htt 
it triffihg^Ae*  ^Yoti'<behe)ld, jvhetthumbly  attendi^ 
jftgihis^^coi^FC,  Servants  who-  have-  the  care  of  his 
binfies  ^^  who  dahd  always  ready  to  obey  his  com^ 
maivdb  {  fdllow  his  fleps ;  and  fenre  as  his  efcortV 
btUt -ydu  muft  not  fuppofe  that  they  are  men  of  yoiir 
owii^clafsi  no;  they  ane  nobles;  retained  in  hiir 
pay'  indeed,  and  whofe  minds  are  no  better  in&mt*' 
ed^ain  yours ;  yet  they  are  the  flowers  of  the  re- 
pablic^  while  you  arebutthe  forry  leaves. 
-'Mounted  on  the  hbrfes  of  their  patron,  thcic  no*^ 
blcs  haften  to  pirefcnt  themfelves  at  the  diet  of  the 
province  :  there  they  proudly  take  their  feats ;  af^' 
fiHM  an  important  J  and  even  menacing  tone ;  and 
if  they  obtain  not  the  honour  of  being  memben 
of  the  general  diet,  they  fend  palatines  thither,  who 
ftyle  diemfelves  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  biit 
without  reprefenting  you ;  becaufe  you  are  confi- 
dared  as  nothing. 

When  the  eleftion  of  a  new  monarch  comes  on, 
thefe  hirelings  accompany  their  matter ;  and  add 
fplendor  to  his  train,  by  the  glare  of  their  fabrcs, 
which  are  now  terrible  only  to  their  countrymen : 
there  they  fland  ready  to  give  their  votes,  and  peal 
out  their  acclamations  in  favour  of  him  whofe  trca- 
fwre  has  been  poured  among  them  with  the  moft 
unfparing  prodigality. 

There 
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*  rThete  is  no  enggemtidn  \n  tbis  iiccount; 'Stl^ 
is  Poliitd ;  fuch  iire  iier  kings ;  ilnd  fueh  Kef  ^tlt^ 
dnes^  her  nobles,  aiKl  her  ferfs  or  bondmen;  for  tbtf 
peaiann  of  that  GCmatry  lire  abfolutely  futb;*     ' 

'  Every  nation  ha»,  inr  ks  political  thirtiaiery  fytbA 
predominant  propeniicy  f  that  of  the  Poles  ie^fhttf 
hitiiefto  to  have  been  the  xiiufing  ^  their  Itiln^ 
whenever  the  throne'  became  vacanti  There^iV 
fboiething  noble  in  thus  eleding  a  ttiOriaJ9ch  i  i( 
even  carries  with  it  the  appearance  of  wtfdi^ta;^  Hb^ 
briUiatit  is  the  a£t  of  invefting,  of  our  <ywti  accord^ 
vhh  the  fupreme  authority^  that  perlbn  whom  Wel 
muft  i£iervards  obey  I  Our  eledtion  will  be  made 
undoubtedly  becaufe  we  believe  the  objeft  of  bttf 
choice  is  worthy  to  reign  over  us :  and  we  fhiSH 
fiihmit  ourfelyes  to  4iim,  becaufe  we  are  willing  tcf 
be  imder  his  consm^nd.  The  gratitude  which  he 
owes  to  'bis  people  will  nuke  him  juft  toward  thoflr 
iffho  ba^ve  eledtdi  him :  and,  in  fine,  we  (hall  neVer 
be  in  danger  ^  feeing  the  executive  poorer  ih  thd 
hands  of  a  furious,  a  weak,  or  a  vicioui  princej 
whom  the  fingle  title  of  birth  has  placed  upon  the 
throne.  ^ 

Tfaefe  arguments^'  the  mod  fpecioiik  which  can 
be  employed  to  defend  the  elcAioil  of  kings,  wilf 
utidoabtedly  be  urged  by  fuch  tA  faVx5ut  that  f^- 
ftem.  But  if  we  fconfider  all  the  miiifottimes,  all  the 
iiitctguesy  all  the  rivaUhips,  Juid  all  the  diflcntions 
to  which  a  monarchy  is  fubje^t,  whenevtf  the  throne 

becomes 


\p6Comes  .y^finty .  vte  (hall  fiad .  tbftt  there  ir  mbre 
fdaog^'  from  ^sk^ons  than  from  ht^Fediury  iilc^. 

Be(id(^,  are  th|s  qualiiMs  r^iju^e  for  governu^ 
yif^  ^9  very  caafpic^auBy  that  i(  is  eaTy  lo  diic«ra 
yi^^fl^iinan  they  all  unite  ?  Ail  the  fubjedks  iiii% 
lopg^oiii  pught  {;o  o):]|ey  and  refpeft  the  fovereigzi^ 
lichq- hj^si  be^i^  /elected  i  uro  thty  all  convened  £te 
If ^eftfsigrhiqii  ?  or  if  (hey  w$(Q^  ^re  they  all  (sapabLe. 

:  If  the  people  at  large  df^e  to  have  a  vtrtuoufe 
pigUipe  upon  the  throne^  jthole  of  fuperipr  xank  vriih 
fcyf^J  foj^  ^  fTuin  of  diftinguiftied  title.  If  the  wel« 
&irie  f;>f  this  people  demands  a  monaiich  lequally  at«s 
leotive  to  the  interefi:  of  all.his  fiibjeds :  theic-locda 
Inquire  in  hi^9  to  whom  they  give  their  fuffiragcs^ 
a  difpQfitioi>  to  attend  p  no  futged  bc}ow  the  caatb 
pf, nobility.  .....      ^  * 

.  The,  nobles,  whp  havo  every. i;hing  t^  <xpe&  from' 
t^  moijiarcb  who  Ihall  be  elofUd  througj^  «heir  ia* 
fluence,  divide  into  partij9s,  ^u:h  of  which  endea** 
iTQurs.  to  fea^e  the  crown  for  that  caiSdidAtciy  oa 
whofe  favour  its  members  can  moft  rely;  while  the 
i(f^pei4to;'$;for  thp  ixown,  .more.cunployed  with 
their  9^a  glory,  than  ((^jcicous.  abojut.  the  public 
wcifar^,  efHie^vour  tQ.inftre4fe.t^tfir.*e^<|Q;iye  par?. 
ti« ;  pd.^tjt  wihier  to  feesAf  j^way  ^>y  4or^,  thaa 
lawfyMy^  .obtain >,t;h.e.  ob)'^  Of  their ^ambjittob :. 

As 
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AS' the  crown  is  obtained  through^  intriguer; -^bf 
infpitiUfg  feme  with  hopes^  tnd  others  witfe&v;  ic 
is  fupportecl  by  the  fame  managemeht:  :tb&  qnu-' 
darch  of  cotufe  believtes  tbat-  he  owcs:hireleratia» 
more  to  his  own  addrefs  and  policy  riiah  jco  tbfc^teifti 
choice  of  the  eleftors :  and  having  only  hiibfelf  t« 
applaud,  he  does  not  conceive  that  there  is  anpcie 
of  gratitude  to  bind  bim  to  thofe  whom  he  Ms  re- 
duced or  awed  to  fiivdur'his  ele&ion  ; '  thiaslalf^i^ 
mighty  benefits,  which  ought  to  refvik  fiom  bavifij^ 
the  crown  elcftive,  vanifti  it  once.  ^      -    o:k. 

As  foon  as  the  eleftion  is  over,  the  people  are  JA^ 
formed  of  it :  and  the  nation  who  exuk  iti-^hki/ftig 
the  right  of  chufing  tl*eir  king,  muft  obey  a  prince 
who,  for  ought  they  know- of  him,  may  poflfefs  nei** 
ther  virtues  nor  ialents(»    The  grandees,  who  had 
oppofed  the  fucoe^al  candidate,  becomingibriourf 
by  the  difappointment  of  their  fchemes,  vent  tlieir 
rage  on  their  innocent'  vaffais ;  and  do  all  in  ^ir 
power'  to  4iumiliate  and  diminifh  the  glory  of  their 
triumphant  rival.    At  they  cannot  raife  themielves 
60  the  heij^  he  has  afcended,  they  endeavour  to* 
dimg  him  down.to  their  <!)wn  level :  and  paying  noi 
^gard  toithe  inteteft  6£  a  prince,  who  has  defeated 
their  expeftationr;  or  tc  the  welfare  of ,  a  people^' 
whon»  they. <3on£d£r  only  as  an  immenfe  property ^t 
portioned  out  among  themfedves  and.  their  equalsj- 
the  unhappy  .DQuntry  ihaS|  inftead  of  a  chief  folicit- 
ous.f!)ti:diieqiul9f^{|fiodi  ajiioaaicb\wh049  obliged^ 

:jivq  ,  to 


t0  eoiploy^lns  i^emittod;  attention  m\<}efenK£ng1iis, 
own:po*uvieri;  kiftead  oSf^tciotic  cttizem  iim<[iiie  ftp 
iu^oftithe  ibmsf  iiioblea  diftra&ed  i^itk  the  delirci 
9f  dmoiBeering  >^Qver  oYdsy  tbuig::  aod*^  uiftcadtoS 
v)«dch;  die.lflboveicf^bv!«x]r^ 'Which  they  perform 
withilcluftMM^  ^ !  noiftace  of  its  produce:  will  h^^^ 
loAgfto  ihtmi'    ■  .•'  i/'vjiiov  1.  •....-■■.  -c 

. :,!  ib<)uU  {bo  glad  Co  hiiow'  ^hcdier  there  is  one 
fiilgkiFi^iiichman  who^afber  viewing  this  portrait^ 
^paMf o<  hfAh^  /pencil  cf  ^ruth>  would  envy  the  Po-» 
landers  the  privilege  of  which  .  they  are  lb  ten^h 

gi^idandr  atqikiired  this  •  fatal .  ri^  in  a  legal  and 
conitif  utional  manner,  in  the  year  1 550,  undw  Sigi&* 
amnd-*itu^ftus)  who  fubforibed  to  an  ad  whi(2hr 
^ftaibliihed  in  the  nation  j  or  rather  in  the  grandee^ 
foramong  this  unhappy  people  the  higher  orders  06 
nobility  is  confidered  as  the  whole  nation,  the  WiU4 
nuttd  right  ef  eleOing  a  nimartb  every  time  the  thrme 
becaiBc vacant:  and  as  Sigifmund  left  nolohildrenp 
nor  any  near  relations,  this  famous,  charts  whiclr 
hdd  been  confhmed  in  a  folemn  diec>  afid  which  » 
known  under  the  title  oithc^paBaeonventayrHizsi  txk 
the  death  of  the  king,  carried  into  the  fiillefl  exp» 
cution;  and  from  that  period: there  is  no  doubt  but 
the  UsW'  which  lenders  the  crown  of  Poland'  ieledivv 
has  been  one  of  the  fbndamehtal  layrs  of  tht  ibite. 

T\xtpaBa  t^tveHUy  in  4»»nfirmattoniaf 'tfaeconw 
teflSuoM  nmde  by  Louis  of  Hmi^aiyg  npt.onLflim-' 

ports 
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ports  tbdt  the  kingjhall  be  eURedy  but  m6'k(^i(tihat 
hiJbaU  never  appoint  a  fuccejfor  *  that  the  gen&al  dieti 
Jball  ajfemble  every  two  years :  that  all  the  nobles  y  fub^^ 
/eSs  of  the  kingdom,  Jhall  have  a  right  of  fuffrage  tn  the 
ileRional  diets:  that  if  the  king  does  any  in  jury  io  ihe 
kMs  w  to  the  privileges  of  the  natioUj  thi' fubjeSTs  fhall 
be  releafedfrom  their  oath  of  fidelity. 
'  It  is  an  undoubted  truths  that  no  individual^  be 
he  a  native  or  a  foreigner,  who  has  not  ahy  natural 
right  to  the  crown,  but  on  whom  it  is  bellowed, 
with  the  provifo  that  he  (hall  perform  tertaih  tpc- 
cified  conditions ;  on  which  conditions  he  accepts 
it,  and  which  he  fwears  to  fulfil,  cannot  in- 
fringe them  without  being  guilty  of  perjuiy  and 
ufurpation.  But  if  he  discovers  great  injuftice  in 
the  laws  which  he  ^as  fworn  to  obey :  if  he  finds 
that  the  unhappinefs  of  the  people  miift  be  the  coil* 
fequence  of  his  obeying  them,  he  may,  actuated  by 
noblenefs  and  magnanimity,  and  fupport^  t)y  the 
troops  in  his  pay,  which  are  almoft  always  foreigA« ' 
ers,  fconvokc  the  wfaoie  nation  in  general  aflbmbty, 
aad  fay  to  them, 

"  In  yotii  whenever  you  are  united,  dwells  the 
"  fupfeme  power*  of  confirming  or  annulling  the 
**  ancient  laws;  Is  it  your  will  that  the  general 
^  diets  ftwtU  be  compofed  of  the  higher  order  of 
*'  the  nobles  only  ?  That  the  elcftional  diets  fhall 
**  never  admit  any  below  the  iecond  order  of  no- 
^^  bles  }    Do  ypu  pcr^ft  in  thinking  thstt  the  huf- 

bandman. 


[f.  band^iag^  w^o  tills  xh^  groujpidy  ovght  always  to 
^*  remoSh  a  bondman ;  and  that  even  the  chief  of 
^^  the  kingdom  Aiall  not  have  ppwer  to  fet  him 
^^^firee?  Is  it  your  Qpinion  that  the  monarch  of 
^f  Poland  (hould  always  remain  of  little  account  i 
'>  and  that  much  the  greater  part  of  his  fubjeAs 
^^  (hould  be  accounted  as  nothing  ? 
^  /^  If  fuch  \fc  your  will,  begone,  leave  me;  I 
^*  I  (hall  retire  to  my  palage :  there  remains  for  me 
^^  but  thi$  alternative:  to  Qontipu^  faithful  to  my 
''  oath,  or  to  abdicate  the  tl\rone.  If,  pn  the  con- 
'f  trary,  it  is  ypur  true  with  to  annul  thofe  laws, 
f ^  draw  near  to  m€f  and .  let  ua  confult  about  the 
^f  means  of  annihilating  the  ufurpations  which  have 
'^  been  niade  oa  th^  rights  of  the  throne  and  the 
^i  ^rights  of  the  nation."  Such  are  the  ideas  which 
ought  tQ  animate  a  great  prince :  and  a  king  of  Pa* 
land,  who  had  been  direded  by  them,  would  have 
p£^erved  his  kingdom  from  decay,  perhaps  from 
approaching  deftrudtion,. 

.  Xh?.  fucce^brs  of  Sigifmund^  iatisfied  with  hav- 
ing obtained  the  crown,  have  held  it  in  fuch  a  man  • 
ner^  that  they  rather  chofe  to  fee  it  difpoiled  of  its 
n{oA  glorious  ornaments,  than  to  have  the  honour 
oi  recovering  all  its  energy  and  aU  its  lufbre.:  while 
tl^e  nobility,  a.flMnxing  to  ihemfelves  excluixvely  the 
whple  power  of  the  nation,  may  jufUy  be  reproach- 
ed g^'s  ariJlQcrstei  in  the  fuUeft  fenfc  of  the  term* 

•  i_  .     ,    .       -    .  » . 
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Henry  of  Valois  rendered  the  powor.of  «Ieiftj(^ 
lings  ftill  more  precious  to  tliis  ariftocratic  body, 
by  the  profufion  of  gold  and  of  promifes  wicit 
which  he  purchafed  their  votes :  for  ic  has  never 
been  on  the  candidate  who  had  the  mod  brilliaaf; 
talents  to  difplay^  but  to  him  who  had  the  larg^ 
(hare  of  wealth  to  difperfe  among  them,  that  (the 
grandees  of  Poland  have  conferred  the  crown :  fa 
true  it  is^  that  men^  who  aflume  a  falfe  .appear-, 
ance  of  grandeur,  and  magnanimity,  often  con^ 
ceal,  beneath  it  all  the  vices  and  all  the  mean|ie(i 
of  that  clafs  ofpeople  whom  they  defpife. 

Under  Stephen  Bathori  the  grandees  of  Poland 
fiibjeded  the  king  to  the  diredion  of  fixteen  fena* 
tors ;  who  were  appointed  by  the  diet,  and  without 
whofe  confent  he  could  not  determine  on  any  matr 
ter  of  importance:    this  was  in  fad:  giving  him 
iixteen  colleagues :  for  it  was  not  the  opinions  of. 
thefe  fenators,   that  he  was  to  receive,  but  their, 
confent  that  he  muft  obtain.     They  afterwards  de- 
prived him  of  the  right  of  judging,  in  the  laft  re« 
fort,  the  caufes  of  the  nobility,  unlefs  the  affair. 
brought  before  him  had  happened  within  a  very, 
fmall  diflance  from  the  royal  refidence :  and  thqf 
eftabliihed  courts  of  juftice,  whofe  members  were 
eleded  by  the  nobles  of  each  palatinate  or  pro* 
vince. 

From  that  moment  the  king  was  no  more  the 
prote&or  of  the  citizen  or  the  plebeian  againil  their 
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ttMt^'d^cS&tti  but  this  latter  might  ccrmmic, 
ii]|^  tMfi^  ricfptdive  territories,  all  kiirds  of  fdju-i? 
fttofiy  every  aft  of  brutality,  to  which' their  ii-' 
clihaiiSorf  fhoold  prompt  them,  without  haring 
aWt  thing  tor  apprehend  from  the  authority  6f  thfcl 
ptiBm  '-■■    "  ■        •        • 

•©f  *what'-c6nfeqtlence  is  it  to  the  greater  part 
6f  a  imtioii,-fe  haVe  a  king,  when  that  king,  re-' 
fldfitiifiAg  hts  flobleft  prerogative,  can  no  longer 
dfifend'thfein-igainft  the  injuftice  and  barbarity  of 
rfiSii^bppreflbrr? 

In  fine,  iil  the  reign  of  John  Cafimir,  thofe  no* 
lilcSy  who  had  degraded  their  monarch ;  who  had 
]pMHid  his  authority  under  the  tuition  of  fixteen 
fcAtxam ;  and  deprived  him  of  that  precious  pre* 
roptnic  of  defending  the  weak  againft  the  ftrong, 
itfjpired  to  a  degree  of  power  fuperior  to  that  of 
thi  king,  in  the  privilege  of  flopping,  by  the  ne- 
ganre  of  any  one  member  of  their  body  who  was 
admitted  to  the  diet,  any  refolution  however  una- 
himoufly  agreed  to;  and  even  of  dilTolving  the  af- 
feihbly:  and  the  nobles  got  this  prodigious  pri- 
Vffcgc/  known  under  the  name  of  liberum  vetOy 
pfitWd  iiito  a  law. 

"In  itome,  it  is  tru6,  onefingle  tribune  could,  by 
V&^iehr^  ftop  a  decree  of  the  fenate;  but  that  tri- 
bune reprefented  the  whole  Roman  people :  while 
tSe*PoHfh  noble,  fitting  in  the  diet,  rcprcfents 
Qiiry  aTcf^fesfbidiporcioii  of  thrnobility*  of  his  pa^- 
^VW..  I.  P  latinate : 
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latinate:  and  ftilL  whether  he  afts  under  the  frcor 
zy  of  intoxication;  whether  his  motives  arc  toool;!^. 
fcure  to  be  penetrated  by  the  light  of  reafbir;  or 
whether  he  be  too  ftupid  to  give  any  reply  to  the 
prefling  arguments  of  his  colleagues  beiidcs  thit 
unfortunate  ^'ef/(?,  the  wifeft  refolutions  are  fuifpCDci* 
cd  by  it ;  and  the  diet  oiufl:  proceed  to  fomc  oA^t 
fubjeft,  which  frequently  meets  with  the  iamc  abt- 
furd  contradidlion.  .. .;  .  ,;; 

It  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the. body  of  nobi^i*,. 
ty,  who  at  this  time  exercifed  a  privilege  fo  d^  j 
ftruftive  to  all  good  rcfoliuians,  after  having  expe- 
rienced the  fatal  confcqucnces  of  it,  fhewed  4.. 
defpicable  degree  of  pride  and  felf-interefledneiS| 
and  merited  all  the  misfortunes  which  have  befallej^.  -. 
them. 

After  all  ihcfe  ufurpations  made  by  the  PoUfti. 
nobilitj',  the  king  ftill  poircired,  in  one  lad  remain*- 
ing  prerogative,  the  power  of  indulging  his  bene^  ; 
volence:  he  had  the  liberty  ot  difpofmg  of  what^ 
is  called  in  Poland  the  /ioraliies;  which  are  the  aiw   . 
cicnt  fiefs  dependant  on  the  republic.     But  under... 
the  prefent  king,  the  crown  has  been  deprived  of 
ihc  right  of  conferring  them,  as  well  as  the  princi- 
pal   dignities,    ^icithoiit  the  co7iJcnt   of  the  permanent 
council:  and  the  confequence  is,  thiit  the  chief  of  a 
kingdom,  which  before  the  latl  diviilon,  was  as  ex-    • 
tcnfive  as  France,  poffefles  not  the  power  of  doing, 
good  or  evil :  and  yet,  in  this  ftate  of  royal  nullity, 

"  '  he 


...  ^  •  .J 


>. 
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leli^ai  all  the  rridffi  ftriking  and  auguft  appearance  of 
b^eignty:  **  Whoever  fees  (lays  M.  de  Voltaire) 
^"^  king  of  Poland,  in  the  royal  pomp  of  majefty, 
^%iU  believe  him  the  moft  abfolute  prince  in 
^Eoropc:  he  is,   however,  the  one  who  is  lead 

'Bdfore  I  take  a  vifcw  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Po- 
arfd,  it  may  not  be  tininterfcfting  to  the  French, 
rho  have,  in  one  of  the  provinces  of  France,  reap- 
d'the  fruits  of  the  virtues  of  Staniflaws,  duke  of 
•jOit^ine,  to  know  op  what  title  the  throne  of  Po- 
and  is  founded.  It  muft  be  remembered  that,  to- 
^irds  the  end  of  the  laft  century,  Frederick  Au- 
psfiiis,  Elector  of  Saxony,  bore  away  the  Polifti 
rbwn  from  all  his  competitors ;  and  that,  in  virtue 
if  an  cleftion  perfeftly  conformable  to  the  laws  of 
htf  country,  he  was  placed  upon  the  throne* 

Unfortunately  for  this  prince,  he  faw  in  Charles 
he  Twelfth  of  Sweden,  then  fcarcely  eighteen 
cirs  of  age,  only  a  minor  king,  held  under  the 
uition  of  a  weak  grand-mother ;  and  formed  the 
eiblution  of  reuniting  to  Poland  the  province  of 
Jvdnia,  which  had  been  for  the  fpace  ofa  century 
inder  the  dominion  of  the  Swedes. 

This  projeft,  juft  or  unjuft,  which  was  agreed  to 
ly-the  ftates,  had  originated  in  the  oath  taken  by 
be  king,  to  conquer  all  thofe  provinces  of  which 
weden  had  defpoiled  Poland,  and  of  which  Livo- 
i»  (ia  they  faid)  made  a  part. 
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Charle  XIL  having  vanquUhed  the  Mufcoritcs 

jsmd  che  Polanders  in  the  bauieofNarvay  penettat- 
ed  into  Courland  :  and  incenfcd  at  the  aEUiaocr 
(ormed  beuveen  the  Czar  and  Auguftus^  be  con* 
ceived  the  defign  of  dctlnj oning  the  latten  After 
fpreading  terror  through  the  bofom  of  Poland,  ke 
caufed  a  diet  to  be  convoked  at  Warfaw,  command- 
ing it  to  eledl,  within  five  days^  Staniflawa<  L.cc2Uii- 
iki  to  the  throne :  and  before  the  fifth  day  expired 
the  command  of  Charles  XII.  was  executed*        ^  • 

Such  an  election  as  this,  made  under  the  eyes* of 
a  conqueror,  and  which  was  prefcribcd  by  venge- 
ance, and  performed  by  fear,   could  neither  de- 
throne a  king  legally  elefted,  nor  create  aadher. 
The  firfl:  title  of  Staniilaws  to  the  crown  of  Poland 
was  therefore  no  other  dian  that  of  force,  which 
made  the  law  give  way,  but  which  could  noi^dc- 
ftroy  it :   and,  notwithftanding  his  eleftion.   An- 
guftus  was  received  as  king  among  the  ftates.     He 
found   himfelf  however    ftill  fo  unable  to  refift. 
Charles,  though  he  liad  gained  a  viftory  over  one  of 
the  Swedifh  generals,  that  the  moment  that  young 
conqueror  impofed  upon  him  as  the  firft  condidoa 
of  a  peace,  the  hard  law  of  abdicating  his  crown, 
he  fubmitted ;  and  fubfcribed   to  the  moft  cruel 
terms  which  can  be  required  of  a  monarch*     But 
this  was  not  all ;  for  Aiigudus,  in  a  letter  which 
Charles  commanded  him  to  write  to  Staniilaws,  ac- 
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knowlcdged,  as  king  of  Poland,  the  man  whom  he 
haA  tiH  t\itn  fconfidered  as  a  fubjeft. 

:  Onild  this  fecond  tide  render  the  eleftion  of 
^mniflawis  valid  ?  Certainly  not ;  for  even  if  this 
fcrced  refignation  could  be  fuppofed  to  ^  have  the 
■iSflfeft  of  a  voliMitary  abdtcatioRj  it  could  only  be  sit 
Ac  tim^  it  was  made  that  the  throne  became  va- 
^tettt:  confequently  any  anterior  eleftion  was  of 
**'  cffeO: :  and  to  render  Staniflaws  lawful  king 
^Sf  Fbland,  it  was  heceirary  to  proceed  to  a  new 
efeftion,  and  for  him  to  be  chofen  by  a  majority 
-4rf  fuffrages. 

'  '^Staniflaws  being  acknowledged  as  king  by  the 
•^nce  who  abdicated,  could  not  ftrengthen  his  firft 
'\li\tz  beeaufe  the  crown  of  Poland  being  eleftive, 
^4be  monarch,  who  defcends  voluntarily  from  the 
^throne,  cannot  caufe  any  other  perfon  to  afllime  his 
-frtacc,  unlcfs  that  perfon  has  been  clefted  by  the 
-nobles,  convoked  for  the  purpofe  of  chufmg  a  {o^ 
-^krcreign. 

i:^  The  law  of  nations  will  pronounce  the  refult  of 
i  xbefc  fafts  to  be,  that,  notwirhllanding  his  abdica- 
,otioni  notwithftanding  his  letter  to  Staniflaws,  and 
;iChe:cle6tion  of  that  palatine,  Frederick  Auguftus 
,  fivas  auchorifed,  upon  his  return  to  Poland,  during 
'the  troubles  and  long  (lumber  of  Charles  XII.  to 
';»eplace  fcimfelf  upon  the  throne,  becaufe  there  did 
"*  not  exift  any  other  lawful  king  of  Poland. 
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It  may  perhaps  be  faid  that:Staniflaws,  notwith- 
ftanding,  enjoyed  the  title  of  king  even  to  hisdeaih. 
I  grant  he  did  ;  and  chat  he  enjoyed  U  with  reafon 
after  the  i8th  of  November  1738;  becaufe^.ini.-ooe 
of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna^  to  whic^i  tlje 
empire,  France,  the  court  of  Drefden,  the  kingvef 
Poland,  and  RufEa  were  parties,  it  w^s4gree4  ib^^ 
•  StaniJlawSj^  in  abdicating  the  crown  of  Polaud^  Jh^ 
preferve  neverthelefs  the  title  and  the  honour s- ;  and  ti^t 
his  own  property  and  that  of  the  queen  hi^  wife  fhimld  k 
rejored.  /     •    . ; . 

This  crown,  which  he  abdicated,  he  haxl:  ne- 
ver worn,  though  it  had  been  voted  to  him  by 
a  majority  of  deputies,  in  the  diet  of  1733;  but 
although  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  VL  had  the 
power,  with  the  affiftance  of  Ruffia,  of  placing  die 
Eledor  of  Saxony,  fon  of  Auguftus  II.  on  the 
throne,  yet  the  right  of  Staniflaws  was  in  appiear- 
ance  fufHciently  legal,  to  make  the  terms  of  bis 
renunciation  honourable  to  him :  and  the  armed 
powers  in  1734  judged  it  neceffary  to  attead  to 
the  conditions. 

I  have  entered  more  at  large  into  this  part  of  the 
Polifh  hiftory ;  becaufe  I  do  not  know  that  aay 
writer  has  hitherto  thoroughly  examined  it.  I  ihall 
now  return  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  Poland,  and  the 
caufe  of  its  misfortunes.  Alas  !  why  is  it  that  wc 
always  find  religion  among  the  fources  fo,  fatal  to 
the  tranquillity  of  empires  ? 

The 


n  =»Th£f  protrfbinc  dodfcrines  which  were  fpread  all 
<)ver  Germany,  had  penetrated  Poland,  and  were 
there  oppoftd  by  perfecutions.    Novekies,  which 
^Wouid  die  away,   if:  treated  with  indifference,  in- 
dreafe  and  miihiply  under  intolerance.     This  new 
*fekh  had  already  made  foch  a  progrcfs,  that  Sigif- 
«u*d-Auguftiis,  inftead  of  pcrfecuting  his  proteft- 
imt  fubjeds,  as  his  father  had  done,  took  the  wifer 
part  of  granting  them  full  liberty  of  exerciling  their 
reHgion;  and  admitted  them,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
the  Greek  church,  and  other  fedaries,  to  a  right  of 
foffrage  in  the  diets;  and  of  all  the  honours  and 
-'privileges  which  the  catholics  were  defirous  of  en- 
joying- eiclufively-     But  this  prince,  woithy  of  the 
fiteime  of  Auguftus,  diffufed  his  own  fpirit  of  mode- 
'¥4ti<>n'and  impartiality  with.dich  cfFeft  through  the 
^hole  nation,  that  the  people  confentcd  that  no 
difference  of  opinion  in  religious  matters  ihould 
pfoduce  any  in  civil  or  political  rights:-  in  confe- 
'^jrience  of  which,  one  of  the  articles  inlertcd  in  the 
palid  convrntdj  which  the  fucceflbi;s  of  Sigifmund 
have  been  obliged  to  fubfcribe,    imports  that  the 
fiibfcriber  Jhall  m/iiji/alH  peace  among  the  dijjenfers : 
by  this  word  dijjenters  is  underftood  all  who  differ 
in  religious  opinions. 

'  Henry  of  Valois  having  endeavoured,  after  his 
deftion,  to  avoid  fubfcribing  to  this  article,  they 
threatened  to  cVprive  him  of  the  crown,  and  his 
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ieal  was  not  ftrcmg  cnonglr  to  tftkfe'iitettatel'ift 
chance  of  lofing  it.        '^  ^   • 

•  •  It  was  a  great  point  in  favour  of  Reafen,'  to  haVe^a 
4aw  of  the  ftatc  to  defend  it  againft  Fanaticifin :  btit  tlrtt 
monfter  is  always  meditating  injtiilice  and  crime^j 
even  when  they  cannot  be  executed :  and,  deteit- 
fiii  in  its  weaknefs,  it  only  waits  the  momeht  'of  re- 
turning power,  to  exercife  them  in  all  thrir  fury. 
It  foon  began  in  Poland,  by  declaring  n^ir 
xvith  the  Arians,  of  which  fe<ft  there  were  a  gWstt 
number  in  the  kingdom.  The  proteftanrs,  and 
tiiofe  of  the  Greek  church,  had  the  imprudenceto 
lake  a  decided  part  againft  the  Arians ;  by  which 
they  weakened  themfelves,  and  ftrengthencd  their 
common  enemv,  who  fhortlv  after  attacked  them 
feparately,  and,  in  1733,  excUided  theai  irom  the 
diets. 

The  fanatics,  encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  pro- 
ceeded fo  far  as  to  declare  guilty  of  high  trekibn 
all  thofc  diflcnters  who  (hould  endeavour  to  revive 
the  ancient  decrees,  by  the  inteiTentionof  thofe  fo^ 
reign  powers,  who  had  guaranteed  the  treaty  of 
Olivia;  for  they  had  not  forgot  that  the  treaty  "al- 
luded to,  confirmed  them  in  the  privileges  of  which 
they  were  now  to  be  defpoilecU 

Such  was  the  afcendency  of  the  Roman  catholic 
religion,  in  the  year  1764,  when  the  prefertt  king 
was  raifed  to  the  throne  of  Poland  by  the  influence 
of  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  ;  who  could  not  have 
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.*fVi^F^i^?f:Jimwcr-|ftgire  nobly  than  by  favour 
ing  the  eledion  of  a  prip^e  of  thirty*two  years,  of 
jf^-i:  Woofer ifwcie^fle^i  eloquence,  and  hum^ity> 
.|ji»Hif>gwijthraUtJi?  graces  of  his  age,  gendered 
Jiinx  worthy  of  a  happier  proiped. 
^f.  Thp  aew  monarch  was  too  wife  to  aggravate  the 
injuftice^with  which  the  diflenters  were  overwhehn- 
fd  >  Iwt  a. king  of  Poland  cannot  prevent  the  per- 
i^utipA  which  the  diet  preijcribes ;  fo  that  the  un- 
rjb^ippy  and  oppirelTed  diiTenters.did  not  find  the 
liUppprt  which  they  cxpe(3:ed  from  the  chief  of  the 
jBation;  and  as  to  the  diet,  they  could  not  hope 
fth^t  it^  members  would  expofe  themfelves  to  be 
iforofcribed,  as  guilty  of  high  treafon,  by  addreHlng 
tfhcoourtB  of  London,  Peterlburg,  Berlin,  and  Co- 
penhagen, as  guarantees  of  the  treaty  of  Olivia^ 

It  is  neceffary  however  to  obferve,  that  Ruffia  was 
AOt  ope  of  the  powers  which  were  parties  in  that 
.ueaty :  flic  bad  not  even  been  a  mediator  on  the 
iwxaiion :  which  gives  rcafon  to  fufpect  that  the 
.cmprefs  had  promoted  the  infurredion  of  the  dif« 
rfemers,  and  induced  them  to  apply  to  her  for  fuc* 
cour^  that  (he  might  have  a  pretext  for  fending 
:  proops  into  Poland,  and  of  eilabliihing  her  domi* 
nion  there. 

■  i  Some  of  thofe  writers,  who  pay  no  refpedt  to 
king3>  noiF  to  truth,  which  is  ilill  more  refpedable^ 
'.  have  dared  to  aflert,  that  the  king  of  Poland  was 
in  league  with  the  Emprefs,  to  admit  a;  foreign  ar» 
, .  •  !  my 


^  1 8  Cf  the  Conjtiiurht  df  Potiid. 

my  into  his  dominions  -"with  a  dcfigttr^^iif'  making 
the  fenators  and  palatines  yield  ^  by  means  of  a  forCc 
which  he  had  not  at  command.  All  which  ha^  en* 
fued  from  this  invafion,  proves  that  the  king  was 
not  guilty  of  this  perfidy. 

In  the  diet  of  1766  the  foreign  powers,  Who  had 
guaranteed  the  treaty  of  Olivia,  demanded  the'p^ 
eflabli(hment  of  the  diflenters  in  alltheir  privileges; 
but  they  found  an  infurmountable  opposition  ffom 
the  greater  part  of  the  members  of  the  diet  j  and  tKe 
ieffion  became  fo  outrageous  on  this  occafion/ that 
the  king  judged  it  neceffary  to  remove  from  it,^  A 
decree  was  however  pafled  there,  which  granted  to 
the  diffenters,  but  exprefsly  out  of  regard  to  the 
foreign  powers,  the  more  free  exercife  of  their  re- 
ligion.    It  was  of  too  much  confequence  to  Rufliaji 
that  the  ftorm,  thus  raifed,  (hould  not  fpeedily  fub- 
fide,  to  allow  of  her  approving  the  decifion  of  the 
diet :  her  difapprobation  was  therefore  immediate- 
ly manifefted.     The  diflfenters,  encouraged  by  her 
proteftion,   formed  various  confederacies,   which 
were  loon  ftrengthened  by  the  difcontented  catho- 
lics, who  united  with  them.     The  prince  of  Rad^ 
fivil,  who  had  diftinguiftied  himfelf  by  oppofing 
the  eleftion  of  the  king,  was  named  marflial  of  the 
confederates  :  and  thus  the  man  whom  the  Emprefs 
had  once  found  more  inflexible  than  any  of  his 
colleagues,  in  oppofing  her  defigns,  now  headed 
the  party  which  favoured  her  intereft. 

The 
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r  r  The  cxHiYokittg  /of  the  diet  by  the  king,  in  order 
.  to  prevent  tbepragrefs  of  the  civil  war,  wasfuoceed- 
ed  by  one^of  due  greateft  a^  of  injuftice  whH:h  Can 
.Jbe  commiijted:  in  a  flace.     The  bifhop  of  Gi^cow 
and  the  bilhop  of  Kiof  were  hurried  away  in  the 
dead  of  nigh(»  by  a  detachment  of  the  Emprefs's 
JbldiCfrif  aod.rcondu&ed  to  RuHla,  where  they  re- 
:Biai|iied-  in  captivity  for  feven  years. 
rrrWhat!  could  fuchaviolationofilic  territories  of  aiqr 
^ftate  remain  unpiinilhed  ?  Did  not  all  the  Polander^, 
:artimftted  with  a  juft.  indignation,  unite  to  drive  the 
iRulfiajis  out  of  the  dominions  of  the  republic? 
•Kenounced  they  not  their  hatred  and  didentions, 
to.call  upon  the  fame  God  to  witnefs  the  affront  put 
upoD  public  liberty  ;  and  to  fwear  upon  the  faa^e 
altar  to  flied  even  the  lad  drop  of  their  bloody  ra- 
ther than  fuffer  their  fellow  citizens  to  groan  ua- 
Jer  the  fetters  of  a  foreign  power  ?     But  there  cx- 
ifted  no  longer  among  thefe  republicans  any  re- 
gains of  their  ancient  beroifm ;  any  regard  for 
their  country ;  or  any  love  of  liberty.    They  were 
ao  more  a  nation  of  warriors :   but  they  were  ca^* 
t^oUcs^  they  were  proteftants,  either  oppreffed  or 
iupported  by  the  agents  of  defpotifm.     The  diet^ 
inore  alarmed  than  (hocked  at  the  treatment  ezpe« 
lienced  by. the  two.biihops,  granted  to  the  diiTent* 
er?  whatever  they  demanded,  and  decreed  every 
t|>ing  whifch  was^  profcribed  to  them  by  the  court  of 
Ruffia- 
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This  bafe  complaifance  did  not  put  an  end  to  the 
troubles  of  Poland :  Auftria,  Francd,  and  Pruffia^ 
jealous  of  the  afcendency  which  Ruflit  had  <gaiMd 
x>?er  that  unhappy  kingdom,  united  their  endei- 
-^ours  for  fpreading  again  the  fireof  difcord.  They., 
by  means  of  their  emiflaries,  pei^aded  the  Ciatho- 
!ic8  that  their  religion  was  in  the  mod  imoiioent 
danger,  while  that  of  the  diCTenters  was  ready  fo 
triumph  over  it :  and  thefe  deluded  ^pefopte,  kur- 
ricd  on  by  an  abfurd  zeal,  fpread  fite  and  ddbia* 
tion  wherever  they  found  proteftant  drarches.  ItuT* 
fia,  in  the  mean  time,  by  pretending  ?o  Withdraw 
her  troops  out  of  Poland,  caufed  the  governmem  to 
iblicit  the  favour  of  their  remaining  there,  to^top 
-the  deftnK^ion  which  threatened  the  republic. 

An  army  of  fanatics  having  poffdied  themfclvcs 
of  the  fortrefs  of  Bar,  and  of  the  city  of  Crac<>w, 
had,  in  the  courfe  of  four  years,  many  engagements 
with  the  Ruffian  fcifmatics,  whofe  religion  was  cer- 
tainly lefs  pure,  but  whofe  troops  were  better  dif- 
ciplined  ;  and  who,  by  a  fatality,  which  ought  to 
cni^  mankind  of  engaging  in  religious  wars,  had 
almoft  always  the  advantage.  The  God  of  the 
•  chriftians  is  not  the  God  of  armies :  He  prcfcribfcs 
peace  to  men :  and  may  ill  fortune  be  the  lot  of 
thofe  who  are  defirous  of  cutting  each  others  throats 
in  his  caufe. 

The  catholics  of  Poland  were  the  original  ag- 

grcffors.    One  of  their  fundamental  laws  direfted 
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;,  toitifofft  plying  regard  to  religious  opHHous,  every 
ciiia^y  duly  fgffiUJkd  to  ejfter  inlo  tie  diets^Jhwld  ke^kfr 
tfitud  tbmr^^  and  pm'ticipali  the  hotumrs^  and  dignijjff 
of  fJbe  republic,  i  and  d;^is^  law  ought  to  haye  reaHua* 
ed  invUUablei j  But  the^  diffemers  were  gu^kj^  of  41 
ftUlgrc^^er  wroag,  by  calling  foreign  troops  10 
their.iaid^i ^4  drawing  the  fury  of  civil  war  upon 
their  c^J^imuy^  becaufe  they  Were  excluded  from 
tl^o(eriiH(9(tiofM  and  honours  in  which  theyhad> 
rigfet  tfl^  feace. 

.V  I&the  year  1764^  when  the  protdtax&ts  made 
thf^  l^>deinand9  there  were  pnly  two  huadred 
.chftitche&  ip  Poland:  but  they  were  every  wher«  per- 
mitted the  free  exerciie  of  the  proteilant  religjkNfi 
la  thpir  houfes  j  their  property  was  refpe^ked  ;  and 
^they  held^  in.  common  with  the  catholka,  not  only 
xhcjarqfties,  but  all  military  appointments.     What 
i9ore  was  necefiary  for  them,  if  they  had  con&ied 
their  views  to  the  fingle  objed  of  rendering,  to  the 
Supreme  Being,   the    adoration  which    they  be- 
lieved moil  worthy  of  him  ?     Could  they  not  hav>e 
made  the  facrifice  of  fome  vain  honours   to  the 
Power  whctm  they  worfhipped  ?     If  they  had  not 
:  iet  a  higher  value  on  thefe  honours  than  on  tlieir 
religion,  they  iwould  have  refigned  them^  rather 
than  (hed  tlie  blood  of  their  unjufl  brethren,  or  do 
nn  £DJury«to  public -liberty,  and  fubjed  their  coun- 
try) to  foreign  de^ptiim. 

The 
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The  French  coriftitinion  is  to  be  cnrifchetf  wiffi' 
die  very  fame  law  which  was  expurigted  from  thcf^ 
charter  of  Poland  in  17J3.     When  reafon/  whicHW 
is  eternal^  becomes  extinft  in  one  country,  ii  gtowi' 
with  greater  brightnefs  in  another-    We  itiuft  ricJt*' ' 
however  deceive  ourfelves:  we  have  flopped  thtr 
progrefsof  Fanaticifm,  but  we  have  not  annihilated 
it.     In  the  fouthern  province  of  France,  where  the 
climate  is  more  favourable  to  that  fanguin/iry  mon- 
fter,  it  ftill  maintains  its  exiftence :  and  its  organs, 
though  compreffed  by  fear,  retain  at  this  moment 
their  poifonous  breath.     May  we  not  apprehended 
that  it  will  one  day  burft  forth  from  this  conftrained 
rcpofe,  and  (hew  icfelf  in  all  its  terrors  ?     There  is 
perhaps  but  one  means  of  extirpating  it  forever  ; 
and   I   will  venture   to   point    it   out !    it  is    by 
effacing,  from  the  French  language,  the  word  ca^ 
/holies   and  proteftanfs,   and   fubftituting   thofe   of 
adorers  of  the  true  God;  for  furely  there  can  be  nO 
proteflants  (taking  the  word  in  its  literal  fenfe)  in 
a  country  where  equity  ordains,  and  reafon  obeys^ 
Of  what  moment  is  it  now  to  the  French,  if  the  citi- 
zen devoted  to  bis  country,  faithful  to  his  duties, 
and  exaft  in  his  engagements,  renders  to  the  Deity 
an  homage  diflerent  from  theirs  ?     If  his  homage 
be  accepted,  he  will  receive  the  reward  :  if  it  be  re- 
jcfted,  we  fhall  not  know  that  it  is  fo:  if  we  did 
know  it,  we  could  only  pity  him,  whofe misfortune 
it  was  not  to  have  offered  one  more  acceptable : 
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and  that  pityM^ould  be  an  additional  motrve  for 
not  having,  or  tormenting  the  unfortunate  worIhip«t): 
per  before  his  time.*  In  every  country,  it  is  to  lOQiii . 
who  poffefs  the  civic  virtues,  and  not  the  religious  ^^ 
ones,   that  wife   citizens    fliould  confide    public, 
charges  ajid  devote  honours. 
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ft 

HAVE  explained  what  Poland  tras  lindtr^itt 
firft  kings :  I  have  (hewn  how  its  government/ 
which  was  in  the  beginning  purely  moniarchicali' 
was  transformed  into  an  ariftocracy  :  imd  I  ha1ir<? 
pointed  out  the  caufes  of  thofe  troubles  with  v^rhkfr 
it  has  been  agitated  :  troubles  which  have  not  onllf 
weakened  its  forces,  but  plunged  into  (lupefiGtStrdii* 
the  greater  part  of  the  people,  who  conftitute  thevii' 
gour  of  a  nation :  and  I  have  brought  into  my  read^rt* 
view  all  that  long  fucceffion  of  monarchs,  whohaVe' 
been  raifed  to  the  throne  of  Poland,  from  the  tentb^ 
century  to  the  prefent  period. 

We  ,have  feen  in  this  review  the  fplendbof 
of  the  crown,  fo  glorious  under  the  great  Cafi- 
mir,  become  diminilhed,  darkened,  and  at  laft 
wholly  extindt,  when  placed  upon  the  brows  of 
ftrangers,  more  delirous  of  wearing  it,  than  of  re- 
obtaining  thofe  lawful  rights,  of  which  it  had  beea* 
defpoiled. 

Before  I  touched  upon  ^the  prefent  fituation  of 
Poland,  it  was  neceffary  to  (hew  tinder  what  pre- 
tence 


'  Ofthe't>\wSmif?olani\  22 j 

tehee  tl^  Emprefs  9f  Riiflia  Introduced  and  fixed 
foreign  •troops  in' the  country.   It  has  cod  me  tnucl;^ 
p4in  to  trace  fuch  ads  of  defpotifm  to  the  heroine 
of  the  north ;  and  yet  I  could  riot  Tupprefs  njy  in- 
dijgnation,  in  fpe^Ungpf  the  carrying  off  and  cap- 
tivity of  the  twQ  prelates ;  whpre  title  of  nunclps^^ 
of  repfefentatives  of  their  palatinates  ought  to  have . 
rendered  their  perfons  facred.  . 

.T^.^ront,  given  to  a  nation  which  gloried  lA 
bcinj;  fyee^  has  itouphedoie  more  deeply,  and  fillqd 
iQC  Vith  greater  aJbhorence  than  it  di(l  the  Poland* 
c^,  tiiyler  whole  eyes  th?  aft  was  performed*  Their , 
i^^dAD^rence  to  fuch.  an  injury  done  to  the  law  of. 
Mtlpns  and  to  liberty^  makes  them  appear  unde^ 
fisrving  of  freedom.    Yet,  if  the  citizen  retains  no- 
thiiigbut  the  languor  of  the  ilave  ;  if  the  king  ho  , 
lohger  pofleiTes  the  dignity  of  the  monarch;  and  if  . 
the  v%ry  foul  of  the  bondman  becomes  annihilated 
by'^e^itude^  what  could  be  expeded  of  a  peopk, 
wfio  drc  univerfally  degraded  by  the  vicioufnefs  of 
their  co^ltitution  ^ 

Iiitoleraivce  gave  .the  final  blow  to  the  ruin  of 
Pi3and ;  it  would  not  fuffer  ptoteftant*  to  be  ad« 
nutted  Into  the  die^^  or  the  fenate :  and  yet  it  per- 
miuqvl  foreign  foldiers  to  eftablilh  themfelves  in  the 
lungdoqat;  to  make  laws  for  it  ;.and  to  diftate  the 
decrees  of  both  the  diet  and  the  fenate  !  Surely  this 
v^  the  WqII  extreme  degree  of  blind  fanaticifm ! 
ttn^^QC  .cliefe  aro  the  people  whom  the  philofopher 
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of  Geneva  wifhed  to  regenerate ;  and  for  wboni'  Ee 
lk)ok  the  pains  of  drawing  up  the  plan  of  a  coniti^ 
fution,  o(  which  the  Folanders  were  not  capable  01^: 
wnderftaading  the  worth.  • 

Before  I  analize  this  confUtutionj  it  will  be  pro*^ 
per  to  examine  the  great  political  body,  for  whichii 
itf  was  intended  :  a  body  depreited  by  its  faults  |* 
by  its  misfortunes;  and  by  the  union  of  chofi^:' 
powers  whofc  iotercft  it  is  that  it  (hould  no  modPC 
recover  its  energy*  •'• 

Never  was  there  any  poh'tical  plan  conduAedh- 
with  more  myftery,  or  executed  with  greater  afllir^' 
arice,  than  that  for  the  dividing  of  Poland  between  * 
Auftria,  Ruflia,  and  Pruflia.     This  treaty,  whichM 
aftonirfied  every  power  who  had  not  been  called" 
upon  to  be  a  party  in  it,  was  prbjefted  in  l^S^^': 
between  Fredericic  and  the  Emperor ;  and  (igned 
at  Pcterfburg  in  1772.     Thus  three  years  had  beea  * 
fpent  in  fecret  ncgociatlons,  without  any  of  thole  . 
illliftricus  fpics,  who  are  fo  magnificently  paid  h^ . 
ihcir  employers  for  prying  into  the  (ecrets  of  the  •; 
courts  in  which  they  refide,  being  able  to  difcovcf 
what  was  the  fubjccSt  of  them.     Though  this  impe«  - 
netrabic  fccrccy  rnay  do  fo  much  honour  to.  the  ca- 
binets' of  Berlin,   Vienna,  and  Pcterfburg,  it  catv- 
give  us  no  very  high  idea  of  the  reiburces  of  thofe  • 
employed  to  obferve  them. 

Frederick,  had,  for  a  long  time  beheld  Polifb  • 
Fruflia^  wluch  feparates  the  provinces  of  Germany  •  - 

...  _  — ',' -'Svin*^ 
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ft  gaftern  Pniflia,  witlj  a  dtfiring  eye ;  for  he 
\^\n  ^h.e  preceding  war^  experienced  theincon* 
iency  of  their  feparation.  It  feemed  an:  objeft"' 
9^partance  to  that  king,  who  confidered  his  own 
%qief$  In  a  military  point  of  view,  to  be  able  to  ; 
;€^  bis  troops  from  Berlin  to  Koninfburg  with- 
^quitting  his  own  territories. 
ii$  had  acquired  Silefia  by  force  of  arms^  but  he  ' 
.  been  obliged  to  fight  many  battles,  and  even 
rpn  the  chance  of  lolling  his  kingdom  before  he 
i^;iecure  its  poflefiion  :  it,  therefore,  appeared 
^,  .deHrable  objedt  to  conquer  a  fenile  and  well 
p)ed  province,  by  the  powers  of  his  mind  alone, 
!xpi}t  expofing  the  life  of  one  fingle  foldier :  and, 
^;the  view  of  doing  fo,  he  appeared  indifferent 
tif:  troubles  of  Poland,  and  gave  no  aflidance  to 
jklt^  whofe  eleftion  he  had  promoted.  A  ncv 
^ty,  that  of  the  plague,  having  broken  out 
(icqod  the  ravages  made  b)'^^>ther  caufes  in  Pp* 
i^  Frederick  feized  that  pretence  for  marching 
^  to  the  frontiers,  and  oc(^upying  all  Poliih 

tut  it  Was  of  little  confequence  to  occupy,  \Xn- 
.be  could  maintain  poileflion :  and  it  was  not 
^le  that  RulTia  and  Auftria  would  fuffer  him 
hcreafe  his  dominions  by  the  addition  of  a  pro- 
5f,to  which  he  had  no  right.  Any  attempt  tp 
^ile  th$  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  to  fuch  a  pfoceed« 
»!;:.^|.prop9iiAg  that  flic  fliould,   on  her  part, 
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fcizc  likcwife  upon  a  province,  would  ha^^  Becfli 
impolitic;  as  the  difcovtry  of  this  fcheme  mig^f! 
probably  have  proved  the  means  of  its  de(&u£tio0 :  • 
for  the  Eniprefs,  in  confeq^cnce  of  her  troops  bav* 
ing  eftabliflicd  themfelves .  in  Pobnd,  con£dered' 
herfelf  as  fovereign  of  the  wli€>le  coutttry^  wHcrc" 
flic  gave  laws  to  the  king^  didatcd  the  decrees  of 
die  diet,  and  cxercifed  cviiry  aft  of  fovcreigmy^ 
except  levying  taxes. 

Frederick,  too  wife  to  draw  himfelf  into  fijch  9 
fcrape  with  Catharine^  addrelTed  the  emperqr,  on^' 
riie  fubjeft  :  and  eommunicat^  hia  deiigo:  to  that 
prince,  in  vwo  interviews  which  he  bad.  with  him  j 

one  inSilefiaand  the  other  in  Auftria^  for  when  fo*  " 

• 

vereigns  are  defirous  that  their  ppoje<£fcs  ffaonld  noB 
be  prevented,  diey  forbear  emplbying  oae  miniftf r 
to  confer  with  another  minifter ;.  becawfe  even  .if 
thefe  did  not  truft  the  fecret  to  then:  fecritaries, 
there  would  flill  be  two  perfons  privy  to^  the  af- 
fair^r 

The  Emperor  undoubtedly  approved  of  the  pro- 
pofal  made  him  by  the  king  of  Pruffia ;.  for  Kc 
availed  himfelf  of  the  fame  pretext:,  and  purilied- 
the  fame  meafures :  and^  in  the  year  1 772,  he  had, 
by  extending  his  lines,  fuccefCvely^  got  pofieffion  q£ 
all  that  part  of  Poland  which  was  appropriated  to 
him  in  this  divifipn.  i       . 

The  emprefs  did  not  fee,  without  inquietude, 
ihefc  two  fovereigns  advance  their  armies  into  Po- 
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laxAi  but  It  was  impoffible  for  her  to  fufpeft  the- 
-agtmnent  which  had  taken  place  between  thefe 
<wo  rival  powers^  who  laid  down  their  arms,  to: 
refumethem  probably  the  very  moment  diat  either 
Nns  ftrong  enoQgh  to  attack  the  other. 

The  Polanders  were  under  the  fame  delufion  as 

mt  £mprdfsy  refpedling  the  proceedings  of  the  twa 

'         <      .      .  « 

inooarchs.  They  fiipipofed  their  armies  pofted  ia 
their  territories  to  defend  them,  and  to  obferveeach 
*cthers  motions  :  whHe  Frederick  andxhe  Emperor 
determined  to  conceal  their  defigns  from  the  £m« 
prefs^  until  Ihe&ould  be  engaged  in  a  war  with  the 
Port ;  when  (he  wo?uld  find  tlirec  enenues  to  con^ 
tend  with,  inftead  of  one,  if  Xhe  (hoiildbe  obftt* 
fbately  bent  on  oppofing  the  partition  they  had 
,agreed  upon :  and  this  they  knew  mud  oblige  her 
xo  comply  irom  motive  of  prudence  rather  xhan 
intereffc* 

*  As  .foon  as  \tfae  <;oafent  of  Catharine  was  thus  ob* 
xained,  the  grand  myftery  was  difclofed.to  the  worlds 
^he  Emperor  4>egan  by  notifying  his  intention  in 
a  memorial  to  the  king  and  fenate  of  Poland.  The 
courts  of  SLuflia  and  Pruflia  foon  followed  his  tx* 
ahtple;  and,  in  the  month  of  ^September  1772,  the 
Polanders  could  no  loager  doubt  that  ihe  three 
tbfiirpers,^  who  required  of  them  to  make  a  regular 
xreflion  of  their  country,  adted  in  foncert  with  each 
4?t]ier. 

0^3  A  diet 
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A  diet  was  convoked  on  the  19th  of  Ajjril  17 73^ 
in  which  the  majority  of  the  deputies  oppofed  for 
feveral  days  the  difmembering  of  the  (late ;.  and  the 
king  (hewed  equal  firmnefs  gn  the  occafion.^  _The 
ambaffadors  of  the  three  courts   threatened  that 
Warfaw  (hould  be  pillaged  by  the  {bldicry^  *  if  the 
terms  of  their  maftet-s  were  not  complied  with^  and 
went  fo  far  as  to  give  the  king  to  ijhderftahd  that 
they  would  depofe  him.    Perhaps  it  wouTd^liayc 
been  more  noble  for  the  monarch  to  Bavc  {acrificed 
his  diadem  in  the  caufe  of  his  country^  and  to  have 
fallen  glorioufly  under  the  ruins  of  his  throne;. but 
this  heroic  part  would  have  coft  his  fubje6ts  niuch 
blood,  and  expofed  the  kingdom  to  all  the  horrors 
experienced  by  a  pillaged  country  :   for,  when  the 
citizens  are  not  all  animated  with  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  of  honour,  with  the  fame  love  of  their  couht 
try,  the  generous  refolutions  of  a  prince  are  at  bed 
but  feebly  feconded  :  and  while  each  individual  is 
alarmed  for  none  but  himfelf,  their  refiftance  is  fo 
weak  as  only  to  draw  upon  them  more  feverc 
conditions. 

There  was  in  the  fenate  a  majority  of  fix  voiced 
for  acceding  to  the  demands  of  the  three  court :  but 
the  aflembly  flicwed  greater  firmnefs,  for  the  fame 
rcfolution  was  there  carried  by  a  majority  of  one 
voice.  The  diet  concluded  this  bufinefs  in  the 
month  of  May;  end  the  commlflioners,  who  were 
furniflied   with  full    powers,    ratified   the    treaty 
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.  c»ftly  ais  it  had  been  didated  ty  the  three  mo.* 
fiarchs.  . 

By  this  treaty,  Rutfia  obtained  the  moft  extenfivp 
country  :  the  lot  of  Auftria  was  moft  rich  in  po- 
pulation :  and  that  of  Pruffia  had  t*he  advantage  of 
the  moft  flpurifliing  commerce.  Frederick  likewKc 
becarne  inafter  of  the  navigatipn  of  the  Viftula.: 
which  enabled  him  to  increafe  the  trade  of  Memel 

•  khdlKbhin^ergi  and  to  give  a  mortal  blow  to 

•  that  of  Toland  and  Dahtzick,  by  the  cnonnous.du^ 
tic«  to  which  he  fubjcfted.all  mercliandife  which 
pafled  that  city. 

'  It  might  poflibly  have  been  expcfted  that,  after 
the  three  courts  had  accomplilhed  their  defign  of 
{Plundering  Poland,  they  would  have  recalled  xhour 
ambafTadors ;  withdrawn  their  troops ;  abandoiied 
the  kingdom  to  its  ufelds  regrcits ;.  and  left  that 
Stmhappy  people  to ,  employ  themfebres  and  the 
powers  which  remained  to  them,  in  regenerating 
their  coirftitution :  but  when  princes  have  once  made 
.z  foreign  ftate  acquainted  with  the  afcendency  they 
have  over  it,  they  continue  their  authority  as  long  as 
poflible;  and  are  advcrfe  to  the  revival  ef  what 
Aey  have  ftricken,  tecajufe  they  fear  that,,  .upon  the 
j«c6vcry  of  its  forces,  indignation  may  proye  a  fpur. 
to  valour,  arid  make  it  turn  upon  thcm^  to  do  it* 
iclf  juftice:  if,  therefore^  a -ftate  fo  oppreffed  be 
-weakened  by  the  ^  vices  of  its  conftitution,  the. 
^aces,  who  are  its  oppreflbrs,^  will  aggrevate  to 

Ct4  the 


the  utmofl  of  their  power  $be  c^uit.of^iM  m\Qk^ 
Dels.,  .     ^ 

We  haye  feen  that  -almofl  all  .the  -cx)i«£brtiiiQCs  of 

■  -■■•■-     ■»  •    ■  »•  ■ 

Poland  have  proceeded  from  the  manner  of  jilc&.^ 
ing  tlieir  kings  :  from  the  too  frequent  intermption 

of  the  fuccei&on  of  princes:  from  the. uolimited 

(    .     ■'  ,  *  ...» I 

power  granted  to  ea<;h  noljle  of  .breaking^  up  xhe 
diet  by  his  fingle  vote ;  and  from  cbe  ^.excluding 
,ifrdmall  honours^  and  from  the  privUi^  x^f  jetting 
in  the  diets  thofe  who  are  not  of  tKe  noble  dais :  an 
cxcluiion  which  muft  prevent  the  genfcral  wiU&Dm 
direding  the  decrees  of  the  diet.  ^  .• 

'JThc  articles  propofed  to  the  diet  ,b)r  the  mini* 
jfters  of  the  three  courts^  eflabiilhed  ^U  theie  vices 
in  the  conftitution^.  atid  were  prefented  under  ^his 
form:  *' 

*  *'  The  crown  of  Foland  (hall  forever,  remain 
'*  eleftive,  and  all  order  of  fucceffion  (hall  be  pro- 
**  hibited.   All  perfons,  who  may  endeavour  to  inv 

y  fringe  this  Uw,  (hall  be  declared  enemies  of  the 

**  '       .       .  •  •       •  * 

Jll  country,  and  profcribcd  as  fuch,  ■ 

;;;  ^/  The  defirc  of  foreigners  to  afcend  the  throne 

Y  having  moft  freq).iently  occaQoned  divifiona  ^d 

-f'f  troubles,  ttey  (hall  be  henceforth  exchided.;  and 

**  it  (hall  be  an  eftablilhed  law,  that,  in  future^ 

V,  pone  but  a  perfon  of  J^oiifb  race,  bop  a.gentlc* 

"man,  and  poflTelTed  of  landed  property  in  the 

.'.*  kingdom,  can  be  ele&ed  kmg  of  Poland  and 

^^^grand  duke  of  JLithuauia^    X^e  (on  or.gi)ah4fi3a 

i-i:  '  ■  •'•       '     ■  '  '    of 
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^^  :of:f  king'  QftMtoc  ht  defied  immediately'  after 
«*  the  death  of  his  father  or  grandfather:  an  intend 
*•  val  pf  two  years  muft  elapfe  between  t4ie  two 
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"  The  government  of  Poland  (hall  forever  x6^ 
^f  main  Ji  6^  government  j  independent^  vand  Bear« 
«*-  4ng  tl]H3.r9pQblic$»i  fofm :  «the  true  principles  of 
f.'  whic)i  goveriuneiit  aiie  aif  exaft :  ol^rvation  of 
^^  tbeJawSa^^andithe  perfeft  equilibrium  of  the  three 
^.1  orders  c  that  is,  of  cheking,  the  fenate,  and  thA 
tf  nobles^.  ^Tbc^re  (hall  be  formed  a  permanent 
^*  cpuncil,  to  which  the  executive  powfcr  (hall  be 
Mxonfidef}*^^  Into  this  council  fihtali  be  admitted 
f5  thofe  perfgns  of  the  noUie  order,  who  have  hii 
f  ^  ^thenp  been  >exqltided  from  die  adminiftration 
*^  of  affairs  during  the  intervals  of  the  diets/' 
^  >What  an  extraordiiiary  occurrence !  Such  a  one 
«  ^ill  hi^rdly  gain  credit  with  pofterity :  that  three 
jpowers,'  without  any  title  but  that  q£  the  fword, 
i^piild^  in  the  view  of  all  Europe,  quieter  difinem- 
ber  a  great  kingdom  of  the  provinces  which  we«e 
-mpft  conveiiient  to  each  of  them,  and  afterwards 
.^di^att  tqtji^  people  whom  they  had  circumfcxTbetty 
ifrit^  narrow  limits,  the  fundamental  laws  under 
wbicli  si^y  ffiufl:  exift,  Y^  fuch  is  thd  great  pdi* 
tical  c^i^eac,  ,of  which  wp  tiaye  been,  as  I  may  6cfi 

i    .  Aidippgh  the  diflc^nteiSi  htid,  by  this  decree,  tlie' 
'^B99rM^e.6i^a.triiKn^*yet  the  caulks;  «rlui: 


•  •  ■•       •   •• 
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bad  becft  docfle  with  rdpeft  to  til  ^dBCt^(lt«inakfcf^, 
fiiewiediuch  oppofition  to  the  one^hicK  f dtored  to 
cbeir  adveifaries  their  ancient  rights,  that,  hi  the 
end,  they  excluded  them  from  the  council,  the  fe- 
nate,  andthcdiett. 

..   The  court  of  Ruffift,  \9liich  had  ho  longelr'ati  in* 
tcreit  to  promote  by  fopporting  th'Mii,  appewcd 
£icisfied  that  they  were  granted  the*tife  of  thdt 
churches,  though  on  condition  of  xhtxt '  ftot  trfing 
bells  to  aflembie  the  congregations':   thkc  they 
were  permitted   to  perfontn  theiil*   jSeligiom  "du- 
ties, and  hare  feminaries  :  and  that  they  nHJght  ^k 
in  the  iafenbr  courts  of  juftice.  They  wire  alfb  al- 
lowed  to  daim  the  admiffion  of  three  difTenters^a^ 
jurors  io  the  tribunals  "before  which  any  caufe  xt^ 
ipeding  religion  Should  be  brought  by  appeal;       * 
Such  wdre  the  £iiits  whidi  the  diflenters  reaj^; 
Irom  tbetroiibles  excited  by  them  in  Poland;   Nof 
will  it  be  forgotten  that  they  enjoyed,  before  th^fe^ 
trouhlfifi,  the  free  exercife  of  thek  religion  V  tli^' 
ifae  grand  objeft  of  their  deiires  was  to  iiSi  adtnit- ^ 
tied  to  the  diets :  and  that  thus,  after  havlhgbrb^gh^^ 
fpfeign  troops  iato  the  kingdom :    after  haVrng'^ 
involved  their  country  in  all  the  ^h6rro**s  bf  civif  [ 
war;  after  having  proved  the  occalmh  of 'part  df' 
tjieir  feUoitr  eitisens  being  frifageded  to  ^  ddmiV 
tiion  of  their  three  powerful  enemies,  th<^  were 
tiienifelves  difappointed  of  dau^  advat^ge  they  ex- 
|iefte4'  tt> ''derive  'firooi  tbtei^  iiMiilirutfK.    'WHat  a  ' 
It&HL  does  this  afford  to  the  people,  among  whom 


I 
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ve.fp^indjbqic  individuals^^  foaffeded  by  the  ]oft 
of  i;;ertAia  t^yileges>  as-  to  demaod  the  ^ftanio*^ 
of  foreigners  fpr.  xeclaiining>  them  !  No^  lec-us  ra^! 
ther  fly,  forcvex  fly  our  country,  if  w^  experieBce 
there  intolerable  injuflice ;  but  let  us  never^call  ia 
oyj^  ambitious  neighbours-to  profit  by  our  diviHons; 
fqcC.^aiter  ^di^g  their  way  into  our  countr)',  uji« 
^^^th^.  cl^^dSter  of  n^diators^  to  eftablilh- theoir 
ifjiyes  t^re  a$  pur  mafterst  :. 

T^h^lqk  whi^h  Poland  fuflained  by  the  divifioii 
of  177:^  .was  prodigious  The  number  of  inhabW 
^^t$^  which  fdil-wich  the  country  chey  occupied  un«^ 
dcr  the  doziunion  of  the  £qiperarjanioumed  in  ^chc^ 
year  1776  to, tviro  millions,,  flye  hundred  and  eigh*^ 
ty.thoufand  perfons..  JPrufliaatcquired  about  nino 
hundred  ihoufand ;  and  Ruflia  detached  fifteen 
luHxdred  thqufand.  Thus  the  republic  loil,  on  the 
icpre  of  population,  near  five  millions  of  inhabitant* 
^  Tiie  flunous  falt-mines  of  Poland  were  an  iaez^> 
hi^uj^ble  XoUttce  of  riches  to  the .  nation : ;  they  had 

been.wprl|;£df9fiix  hundred  years,  and  their  aa*'. 

• 

nu^. produce, to  the  crown  was  eftimated  aticigb* 
tva j^^Ulioi^ :  and  thefe  falt^mincis  aire  fituated  in 
t^p,fp^itory.wi\ic^.  now  belongs  to  the  cmperofi: 
^  ir^h^JPq^iih^xepublic  ha?  been  greatly  a  lofer 
by.tbjs^cit^gp^  chepeai^  who  has  ceafed  to  be  w:- 
FpjaadQi:>;  4n  cpi^q^ence^of  ityix^^  made  a  great 
^c^ifiyppi,  b^f^wfi?  ^the  Emperor  hap  givfln.  ftcc- 
49m.)fC|  fj^  tI^^.)Vhc^  fay^^  &o^ned:  \j^^  bpadirq 
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age  in  the  bofom  of  a  republic^  It  is  ^tt]qtlly:*tni« 
fortunate  ^nd  ihameftil  for  aflatc,  vhen  ^a^rest 
part  ef  its  inhabitants  find  themfelyca  i>exiefitcd  bjf: 
becoming  the  fubjeds  of  another  foveresga»  TUeioft 
of  people  to  fuch  a  ftate  is  never  to  be  repaired; 
becaufe  thofe  who  are  once  feparated  from  it,  to 
membering  only  the  injuftice  they  cxperieacc^  at« 
tach  themfelves  to  the  intereft  of  the  ufiirper^  abd 
would  rather  rifk  the  lofs  of  every  thing  than* fietoni: 
f 0  dieir  Ancient  yoke«  This  is  one  of  the  tnlch( 
wnich  fovereigns  fhould  always  keep  in  yiaw;'    ^     ^ 

If  the  old  F.olifh  fyftem  of  govenHoeat  ha4;uh« 
dergone  a  very  confidcrable  change  in  tfaofe  pro-^ 
Tinces  which  fell  under  the  dominion  of  rbc  Cm- 
peror^  k  has  been  but  little  altered  in  diofe  wfaidi 
became  the  property  of  Ruiffia.  The  laws  of  Po- 
land are  there  maintained  in  all  their  rigour :  the 
noblesj  the  <:iergy9  and  the  women  pay  no  iXxH 
there :  merchants  are  fubjed  to  only  an  impofi:  o^ 
five  per  cent ;  and  there  is  a  capitadon  of  a  rmdiie 
per  head  levied  -on  all  other  fubjefbs.  ' 

There  is  flill  exifting  here^  but  bendii^  towkt^ 
its  ruin,  a  detachment  of  that  fodety  heretofore.  {6 
€telebra£ed  for  its  intrigues  and  its  knowledge :  vkidl 
had  pene^ated  into  all  parts  of  the  globe,  tinder  thtf 
veil  of  religion  i  and  which  was  ridgarded  by  .Romtf 
Is  her  veteran  legion^  becauie  it  multiplied  hef 
eonquefls  and  mainjaincd  her  power.  .This  focietj^ 
jiidulged  the  hope  o£  renovation  under  a  foreign 

fovereign. 
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fcSf)&tj^^§ ,Aei\h^%txiersL\  profcripdon  it  hadiu&  * 
fered :  but  all  attempts  at  eftablifhtng  a  houfe  for  ^ 
w/vic^p  at:.|H(|ohilof  were  rendered  fruitleis  by  the 
oppoiition  tl^  met  with.   This  feminary^  contain-  . 
Jx^a^QUtone  hundred  and  fifty  kulivido^  de*^ 
clines;  every  day>  and  now  prefems  only  old  men,  > 
who,langl^ih.jjndertbe  regfetof  not  leaving  any  6ic-> 
ceflbrs  on  the  fpot  where  perfecutioA  (topped  out  of  ^ 
pity-  to  thdkc.weaknefsp 

*  But. I  WiU  quk  thefe  provinces^  fepamted  forevi^  t 
/rf  m  Folan^d^i  aad  return  into  the  bofom  of  that  re^  > 
public,  to  lenquii^e  what  ane;  its  refource»iaild  pre«  « 
fent  conftitution. 

I  l»ver(hewik  that,  fince  the  diet  of  1775,.  thfc 
executire  power  has  been  vefted  in  a  permanent  n 
CQunciL    Tlu5. council  is  compofed  d \ thirty *{tx  A 
members;,  thar^is,  of  thf  kiBgj  who  i^ .chief  and  ' 
preiident;  three  bifhops^  at  the  head  of  whon)  isthe  «' 
primate;  'nine  lay.fenators ;  four  minifters  of*  the 
republic,  which  is  one  for  each  dep^rtniieat  ^  the  '^■ 
m^rfhal  of  thq  diet;  and  eighteen  m^nab^i;^  of  thft  ; 
noJ)Ie  order, . 

All  the  intqibers  of  this  council,  .thetbief  oiilf  !.; 
ex^epted-f.. muft  be.  eledted- every  two* years t  and-  * 
even  tlxe  primate  cannot  be  rechofen  imtil  two.  » 

ye^r^  after,be,ceafcd  to  be  a  piember^r 

•  »         •  -        ,  *      ,4       '  « 

The  w^iole . trouncil  is  'not  renewed  at  the  fame 

ntot.:  twilvA^.ojf.  the.  old  aacmb«rs  arc  .prdferved  :■  . 

■■'•  •■*-•"'•         -  ■       fix  • 


>«•     •>■ 


^i:  •.  A 


a^  Of  ihe  hhijlhii  d/poT^^ 

fix'of  whom  are  of  the  fenate,  Ahd^x  ojf  thi'fiotile 
oraer. 

•Thefenatow  and  minifters  are  always  candidates  , 
at  the  eleftion  ;  and  the  gentiemefi  who  wifH  toBe 
admitted  3  prcfent  thcmfclves  to  the  inarfliat  of  the 
diet.  Every  voter  is  provided  witha  printccl  lift 
of  all  the  candidates^ '  and  he  underlines'  the  idaxnc 
of  him  he  is  willing  to  eleft.'   * 

This  permament  council  is  divided  into  five  dci 
pattments  :  that  of  foreign  affairs ;  that  of  police  i 
that  of  war;  that  of  juftice  j  and  that  of  finance :  and  ' 
the  whole  council  aflembles  as  often  as  it  is  judged 
neceflary. 

The  king  has  two  fuffrages ;  and  wheii  he  doei  ^ 
not  chufe  to  prefide,  the  primate,  or,*  in  Tiis'  ab-'  \ 
fence,  the  firft  fenator,  'J)r6pofes  the'queftloris  for '" 
deliberation.    The  king,  though  abfent^  can  fen<t' 
bis  two  foffrages. 

The  permanent  council  has  no  part  in  the  Icgi- 
flatfon;  neither  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice :'  its' 
fundions  are  confined  to  the  execution  of  the  laws; . 
to  the  examining  all  projcfts  which  ate  propdfed  to 
them  J' and  to  the  appointing  one  out  of  the  tlifce^ 
candidatei  to  fill  any  vacant  office,  the  nbinihatidn'  '  ^ 
to  which  dw&fiot  beloitg  to  the  king;  •* 

The  right  of  making  war  or  peace; 'drderrhg' the  . ' 
levy  oftrooprfi  concluding  alliances;  aflclfihg  taxes; 
and,  in  fiair,-of  performing^  all  afts  of  fovdreignty  '  ^ 
is  veiled  in  tht  general  diet;  '  ' '^*  ' 

Then 
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dinary  and  excraordinary  diets :  tbc  firll  arq  cpJXr&. 
Yoked  ?Yery;twg^y^5  ;  the  other,  when .  ftijy,  uik- . 
foreieen  ocufioA  cequkes  theif:  m^  .. 

The  }^ng  takes  the  adyiee  of  the  council  prev^r.. 
ous.p>  bis  convoking  a  die^:  he  then  convokes  thetn . 
by  ^re^ig^ietters.  t;Q  j(|)e  palatiaes  of  the  diflb:- 
efit  pi;qvinces^  lix  weeks  heibre  the  aiiembiy  is  to 


nicet.  .^    ■ 


The  xlie^  is  coinpo^d  jof  the  king,  tKe  ienace,  and: 
th^nobld^j  reprefented  by  t}xeir  nuncios  w  dc* 
Buties*  ,  '^         .       ■      r: 

The  king  pneiides  in  the  diet  a»  ats  chief::  hc:: 
(igQs  all  the  a£U  and  .decree^  ,w)^ich  are  pafkd  tbere^i 
and  they  are  all  pul^Uihedji^.his  Bame^  and  in  tbc^i-* 
name  of  thjc^rcpubbpi  bus  be  i^  %Mt  the  Fig^io^  ^ 
oppofi^g  itjs  refolutioos :  tl^is  waa  the  reafon  of  myi ' 
oblervlngy  in  the  preceding  chapter,  that  the/i^^nff»  'jt 
^'^0,  enjoyed  by.  each  depvity,  although  ceftrain^d^ .: 
conferred  upon  him  \  poNvcr  Superior,  to  chaM>f  tboi  c 
king«^    .    .  ,  J.    .  ■    .,  .,:  '  .  i.:-       ir.ij-f  -3:  : 

ThQ.  fV^ond  order  of  :the  4i^t  is  the  £pna;te,  which  :. 
is^onipofed  of  eccleii4ftics.and.UytPcn«  The  chief. >.  ^ 
perTons  of  the  fen^te  ^  are  the  bid^opss  ^nd.  the'  prirwj 
mate/wW  during. a(>  inten;eg|ium^.,is  chiief  pf'ShQ^: 
fcnate,  and  vUji  .1^5^ .     ;,,  ,  ,,  :,  -j.:  i.   .    ..^.  , .  tl 

The  laylejnaCQrs  w<;itepflatij|^fc  the  CSfteUans^rl  ^ 
and  >he  grta4,,^^cc|ps  of ;  ft^  ptJacitiea  an&ii 

the  ^v^nors  of  the  provinc^aA^  (b^  JifiUl.thein}) 

govern- 
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gdv^mmerits  for  life.    They  commahd  cbe  traopj 

r 

of  their  refpeftive  palatinates^  in  time 'of  war  i  th^ 
convoke  the  aflemblits^  and  prefide^in'tfai  cdiirts' 
of  judice.    The  caftellanB  arfe  their  lieucemmty ; 
aiid  have  no  employment  but  during  a  war. 
The  great  officers  of  the  repubfic,  -who  have  feats 

r 

in  the  fenate^  are  ten  in  number :  they  are  the  tw6 
grand  marfhals  of  Poland  and  Lithuania;  the  two' 
grand  chancellors;  the  two  vice  chancellors;' die  * 
two  grand  treafurers ;  and  the  two  vice  iulimarals^ 

The  third  order  of  the  diet  is  formed*  oFthe  nun* 
cios  or  reprefentatives  of  the  nobles :  thefe  nuncios ' 
are  chofen^  in  what  are  called  the  dieiints  of  each 
palatinate  ;    where  every  gentleman  of  tightetn  ' 
years  of  age  may  prcfent  himfelf,  give  his  (affrage,  • 
ot  be  eledted.    It  is  neceflary  to  bis  admtffion;  that 
he  (hould  be  of  noble'  eiattradtion ;  thkt  he  has  xk>c  * 
exercifed  any  profeflionbut  that  of  arms  t  and  that  ' 
he  either  poiTefies  land  in  Poland ,  or  is-  defcendcd 
frofnf  feme  family  that  does.    There  were  counted  ' 
in  Poland,  before  the  divifion  made  of  it  by  Aullria^  ^ 
Rtiflia/  and  Phiflia^  no  lefs  than  two  hundred  thou* 
faftd  of  thefe  gentlemen',  condemned  under  pain  of  ' 
degradation,  to  lead  a  life  of  idlcnefs "during  a  peace/  : 
and  to  facrifice  their  blood  in  a  war. 

The  fcnat(5rs  and  the  nuncios  have  their  particu*   • 
lar.  halls.   The  nuncios  chufe  thcit  pi'efidebt  befonp 
Uicy  proceed  to  any  other  bufinefs  :  when  this  clcc*- ' 
d|CnT3made,  the  tiwo  cJiAmbers  unttc7  the  ntirtcios - 

kifs 
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Idfrthe-kihg^s  hand^  aiid  the  members  afterwards 
take  their  places. 

•  The  king  is  feated  on  an  elevated  throne,  at  one 
end  of  the  hall ;  and  at  the  oppofire  end  fit  the  ten 
officers  of  ftate  in  elbow  chairs.  The  bifhops,  pa- 
lat-ines^  and  caftellans  or  lieutenants,  are  ranged  in 
three  lines  on  either  fides  of  the  throne,  feated  alfo 
in  elbow  chairs ;  and  behind  tliem  are  placed  the. 
nuncios  on  benches  covered  with  red  cloth.  The 
fenators-have  the  privilege  of  bciag^  covered  :  thc^ 
nuncios  fir  with  their  heads  uncovered. 

.When  the  king  is  difpofed  to  fpeak,  he  rifes  fron* 
his  feat;  and  coming  a  few  fteps  forward,  he  calk 
to  him  the  minifters  of  ftate.  Then  the  great  of-; 
fleets  of  the  crown,  who  occupy  places  behind  the 
ftnate,  advance  towards  the  king ;  and  the  four 
grand,  marfhals,  ftriking  the  ground  at  the  fame 
time  with  their  ftaves  of  office,  the  firft  in  rank  an- 
ribunces  that  the  king  is  going  to  fpeak. 

■  Thus  we  fee  it  was  with  reafon  M.  de  Voltaire  ; 
faid,  that,  in  the  eyes  of  a  ftranger,  the  king  of. 
P-oland  fecmed  to  be  the  fovereign  in  Europe  who, 
Ifed  the  moft  power ;  and  that,  neverthelefs,  he  wa$ : 
the  one  who  had  the  leaft. 

The  throne,  which  proudly  overlooks  the  whole  ^ 
national  aflembly ;  all  the  nuncios  kiffing  the  king's 
hand  fo,  humbly  and  remaining  uncovered  before 
him;  the  great  officers  who  liften  for  the  fignal  to  fur*;^ 
raundhim;  the  filence  prefcribed  to  che  whole  alTeca^j 

Vol.  1.  R  bly 
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bly  four  marftials ;  and  the  announcing  that  the  king^ 
is  going  to  fpeak ;  do  they  not  mark  a  'powerful 
monarch,  who  deigns  to  permit  his  prelates  and  his 
Bobles  to  deliberate  before  him :  but  who,  in  the  mo- 
ment that  he  is  difpofed  to  manifeft  his  intentions, 
commands  them  to  ftifle  all  their  thoughts,  and 
liften  only  to  his  orders  ? 

This  refpeft,  this  veneration  for  the  chief  of  a 
ftate  has  noihing  in  it  but  what  is  truly  noble  i  and 
unhappy  will  be  the  people  who  environ  not  with 
all  the  pomp  of  royalty,  the  prince  whom  they  have 
placed  upon  the  throne :  the  lefs  they  exalt  him, 
i\\t  more  they  will  be  themfelves  debafed.  It  'is 
cither  not  neceffary  for  a  nation  to  have  a  king,  or 
it  is  proper  that  the  prince,  which  is  placed  at  its 
head,  (hould  be  dignified  by  fuch  an  auguft  difplay 
of  majefly,  that  all  below  him  fhould  ftill  appear 
fufficiently  grand.  The  king  of  England,  being 
ferved  on  the  knee  in  his  palace,  ennobles  the  na- 
tion, whofe  reprefentatives  fit  with  him,  and  limit 
his  power. 

When  the  diet  is  aflembled,  the  permanent  coun- 
cil have  no  occupation  :  they  only  attend  in  a  par- 
ticular place  in  the  fenate,  to  anfwer  for  their  owa 
conduct :  and  if  there  have  been  no  complaints 
made  againft  them  ;  or  fuch  only  as  were  unfound- 
ed ;  they  receive  a  public  aflurance  of  approbation^ 
But  if  they  have  exceeded  their  powers,  they  incur 

reproach  j 
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reproach ;  and  the  culpable  members  may  be  pro- 
nounced guilty  of  high  treafon  by  the  diet. 

Thus  the  executive  power  becomes  nothing  be- 
fore the  legiflative  power,  but  appears  merel3^as  its 
fubjed.  This  is  one  of  the  moft  admirable  points 
in  the  Polifli  conftitution,  and  one  with  which  the 
new  conftitution  of  France  (hould  be  enriched.  If 
at  the  meeting  of  each  of  their  legiflatures,  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  king  were  to  fit  apart  in  the  national 
affembly ;  to  attend  the  examination  of  their  paft 
conduft ;  to  anfwer  to  all  the  complaints  brought 
againft  them ;  and  to  receive  a  public  proof  of  ap- 
probation or  cenfure  ;  the  word  refpoftfibility  would 
have  a  more  determined  meaning ;  and  the  period 
for  fuch  minifters  to  be  difmifled  from  office,  and 
make  reparation  for  their  faults,  would  become 
more  certain. 

After  the  members  of  the  diet  have  attended  to 
the  reading  of  the  pa£la  conventa,  and  examined 
whether  it  has  not  been  infringed  in  any  pointj^ 
they  eleft  the  new  members  of  the  permanent  coun- 
cil :  after  which  the  two  chambers  of  fcnators  and 
nuncios  feparate,  and  fit  in  their  refpedlive  halls, 
for  difcuffing  the  affairs  which  come  before  them. 
All  matters  relative  to  the  finances  are  determined 
by  a  majority  of  votes  :  but  bufinefs  of  ftill  higher 
importance  can  only  be  decided  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  the  hall :  and  their  decifion  is  flopped  by 
the  oppofition  of  one  fingle  nuncio.    This  abfurd 

R  ^  pri- 
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privilege,  of  (lopping  a  dccifion  by 'one  Cngle  n^ 
gatire,  took  rife  in  Pohad  in  ihe  year  J  652,  under 
the  reign  of  John  Cafimir :  a  nuncio  of  Lithuania 
pronounced  thcfe  words  in  the  diet,  with  a  loud 
voice,  let  all ddibcraih'A  Ufc^^lcdf  and  he  afterwards 
entered  his  protcft  wirh  the  chanccHon  The  af- 
fembly  was  (Iruck  r/ith  this  daring  aft:  they  hefi- 
tated  whether  to  continue  or  fufpend  their  deliber- 
tions  :  thofc  who  were  for  fufpenfion  joined  the 
nuncio  of  Lithuania  :  and  the  pride  of  the  Poland- 
crs  being  flattered  by  the  idea,  that  a  fingle  indivi- 
dual among  ihem  could  bear  down  the  king,  the  fc- 
nate,  and  the  order  of  nobles,  when  his  opinion  dif- 
fered from  theirs,  nothing  more  was  neceflary  for 
inducing  them  to  confer  on  each  nuncio,  by  a  funda- 
mental law,  the  privilege  of  a  libcrum  veto.  A  re- 
gulation, propcfcd  by  the  moft  confummatc  wif- 
dom,  would  not  have  been  fo  univcrfally  adopted, 
fo  conflantly  maintained,  as  this  wild  attribution  oiF 
a  right,  by  which  more  thwin  one  diet  have  been 
rendered  wholly  ufelefs. 

According  to  the  old  laws  of  Poland,  the  ordi- 
nary diet  mud  not  continue  r:orc  than  fifteen  day$; 
nor  the  extraordinary  diet  more  than  fix  weeks  : 
in  the  fixth  week  of  this  diet,  the  fenators  and  nun- 
cios mud  unite,  for  examining  Which  of  the.  laws 
propofed  have  been  approved  of  unanimoufly  :  fuch 
as  have,  are  figned  by  the  marllial  of  the  diet,  and 
by  the  nuncios;  the  others  are  rejedcd:  and  as* 

fooH 
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ibon  as  tliis  is  done,  the  diet  is,  by  the  iame  laws, 
at  an  end.  Thefe  limits  have  however  been  ex- 
tended by  the  late  diets ;  and  it  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  a  body,  in  which  the  fbvcreign  power 
icfidcs,  cannot  be  diffolved  at  any  fixed  j>eriod 
againft  its  wxlL  As  there  is  but  one  fi>vcreign  in 
a  date,  and  as  there  is  confequendy  cothtng  fupe- 
rior,  which  can  diftare  laws  to  that  fovcrcign,  iij. 
cannot  be  rcftrained  from  continuing  to  excrcife 
its  power. 

The  king  of  Poland  gives  audience  to  ambaflfa- 
dors  and  to  foreign  miniftcrs  :  he  confers  with  them; 
but  he  cannot  conclude  upon  any  thing  without 
the  approbacion  of  the  council.  He  cwc5,  to  his 
prudence  and  to  his  noble  firmnefs,  the  preferva* 
tion  of  thefe  royal  privileges  :  and,  by  an  z&,  of  the 
prcfent  diet,  the  right  is  cftabiifhed  to  him  of  cre- 
ating fenptors,  both  ecclcfiaftical  and  fcculai' :  ap- 
pointing the  minifters  of  ftate ;  the  great  oiSccrs 
of  the  crown,  and  of  Lithuania;  the  digniiarJes  of 
the  equeftr  Jan  order ;  the  arch-bi(hops  and  bilhops  ; 
and  of  conferring  the  principal  military  employ- 
ments. 

The  republic  entertains  for  him  a  troop  of  two 
thoufand  men,  who  depend  only  upon  him.  They 
are  compofed  of  IndunSy  or  light  cavalry,  who  arc 
aimoft  all  Tartars  or  Mahomedans :  an  efcort  of 
thefe  troops  always  accompany  him,  and  he  can  de- 
pead  on  their  fidelity. 

R  3  A  re- 
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A  revenue  is  affigrned  hitn  to  the  amount  of  near 
one  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  pounds  fterling 
a  year :  out  of  which  he  has  only  to  pay  the  ex- 
penccs  of  his  houfehold  and  his  own  domains :  all 
the  general  expences,  as  well  as  the  falaries  of  the 
principal  officers,  are  paid  out  of  the  public  re* 
venue. 

The  armies  of  Poland  and  Lithuania  are  inde- 
pendent of  each  other,  and  commanded  by  their 
own  generals  :  but,  in  time  of  war,  they  unite  un* 
der  the  king's  command,  who  places  himfelf  at 
their  head.  They  form  together  a  body  of  about 
eighteen  ihoufand  men. 

So  weak  an  army  would  certainly  not  dare  to 
meet  thofe  which  might  be  oppofed  to  it,  by  the 
powers  who  encircle  Poland  :  but  it  is  foon  rein- 
forced by  the  nobility  of  the  palatinates,  whom  the 
king  can  fummons,  though  not  without  the  confent 
of  tliC  diet.  When  this  fummons  is  given,  every 
perlbn,  pofleffed  of  a  freehold  eftate  or  lordftiip,  is 
bound  to  affoni  military  fervice ;  and  either  alone 
or  at  the  head  of  a  certain  number  of  armed  men, 
range  themfelves  under  the  command  of  the  officers 
belonging  to  the  refpective  diftncts  of  the  palatin- 
ates. This  army,  in  which  the  Polanders  place  all 
their  coniiuence,  is  called  P(>//)o//7j,  and  amounts  to 
onehundrcu  ihoufand  men:  but  ie  betrayed  its  weak- 
nefs  in  1734,  when  it  was  difperfed  by  ten  thoufand 
Ruffians,      All  is  not  done,  when  one  hundi;ed 
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thotiniiid  kniglits  are  aflembled  :  forage  and  every 
kind  of  provifion  muft  be  prepared  ;  they  muft  be 
difciplined,  taught  to  manoeuvre,  and  to  keep  fteadi- 
ly  to  their  ftandard :  they  may  otherwife  be  formid- 
able in  the  firft  moment  of  zeal  and  impetuofity, 
btit  the  leaft  check  will  difcourage  them ;  the  leaft 
delay  extingiiifti  their  ardour  :  they  muft  conquer  . 
at  once,  or  they  will  abandon  the  field  of  glory, 
ilnd  return  to  their  homes. 

Soldiers^  kept  in  pay  like  thofe  of  Ruflia  and  Pruf- 
lia;whoare  ennured  to  rigorous  difcipline;  accuftom-  * 
ed  to  obey,  and  to  fupport  the  fire  of  an  enemy  with 
fortitude :  whofc  trade  it  is  to  brave  deiath  them- 
felves,  and  deal  it  to  others :  who  prefent  to  the  foe 
a  front  briftling  with  lances ;  and  who,  like  a  rock 
from  whence  the  thunderbolt  recoils,  ftop  with  im- 
pregnable firmnefs  the  Ihock  of  cavalry,  who  foon 
difperfe  .under  an  equally  fupported  fire  :  fuch  bat- 
tallions,  contemptible  as  they  appear  in  the  eyes  of 
liberty,  will  always  have  a  great  advantage  over 
troops  little  acquainted  with  military  difcipline; 
who  prize  life  more  than  viftory ;  who  fufFer  them- 
felves  to  be  hurried  along  among  thofe  who  are 
routed,  and  never  know  how  to  rally;  and  who 
ftupidly  infenfible  to  the  voices  of  their  officers 
calling  upon  them  in  vain  to  return,  and  urged 
by  their  increafing  terrors,  fly  more  rapidly  than 
chey  are  purfued. 

R4  If 
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If  this  fofpoUie^  which  may  be  compiEired  to  thofis 
volunteer  bands  which  were  formed  under  the  old 
feudal  fyftem  of  France,  and  which  were  called  the 
ban  and  'arrier  ban,  is  not  fufficiently  formidable  to 
be  feared  by  the  enemy,  it  is  ftill  able  to  do  much 
mifchief  at  home;  by  multiplying  thofe  confedera'- 
cics  which  tear  the  bolom  of  their  country,  as  con- 
tending tempefts  do  that  of  the  ocean.  After  ex- 
amining RouC'eau's  obfervations  on  the  government 
of  Poland,  we  (ball  Icnow  what  to  think  of  thefe 
confederacies,  with  the  idea  of  which  his  republic 
can  mind  appears  to  have  been  pleafed. 

The  court  of  Rome  ftill  maintains  the  right  of 
caufing  to  be  publiPned,  and  executed,  the  bu/les 
which  it  dircftsto  the  PoUlh  clergy,  without  con- 
fuking  the  civil  power.  This  ftrange  authority, 
fnpporccd  by  fuperftition,  is  undoubtedly  lefs  to  be 
feared  than  that  of  the  armed  powers,  who  have 
arrogated  the  right  of  giving  laws  to  Poland  :  but 
it  is  veiy  opprcfllvc,  in  confequence  of  the  fums  it 
draws  from  that  unhappy  country;  whofc  commerce 
is  not  fufficiently  flourilhing  to  repair  the  lofs  of 
money,  which  the  pope  receives  in  exchange  for  his 
bicUcSy  his  dilpenfdtions  to  marry,  and  hispermifllons 
to  ufe  that  kind  of  divorce  authorifcd  in  Poland^ 
and  which  is  confidcred  as  one  branch  of  Poliih 
liberty. 

The  burgefTes,  or  inhabitants  of  the  cities  of  Po- 
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land,  have  loll  almoft  all  the  privileges  they  for- 
merly 


OJ  th  Pivifioty  of  Poland.  $4  J 

merly  poflefled.  In  the  thirteenth  century  the  in- 
habitants of  Cracow,  and  of  many  other  cities,  were 
incorporated  ;  had  municipal  officers  ;  and  enjoyed 
many  immunities.  Commerce  and  the  arcs  llourifli- 
ed  under  the  aufpices  of  thefe  privileges :  even  the 
nobles  did  not  think  thcmfelves  degraded  by  exer- 
qifing  them;  and  the  cities  fent  deputies  to  the 
diets,  and  took  part  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  re- 
public. But  the  nobles,  who  refided  on  their  own 
domains,  grew  jealous  of  the  profperity  of  the  mer- 
chants :  and,  determined  on  their  humiliation,  they 
denied  the  deputies  of  the  cities  admifiion  to  the 
d'tetuies^  or  diets,  of  the  provinces ;  and  cftablifhed 
it  as  a  rule^.that  any  Polander,  who  (houUl  engage 
u\  commerce,  or  follow  any  profcflion  but  that  of 
arms,  flaould  be  no  longer  permitted  to  rank  among 
thcnu 

There  is  now  fcarcely  any  privilege  remaining  to 
ditlinguilh  the  burgefs  of  a  city  from  a  peafant,  ex- 
cept that  one  which  obliges  a  Poliih  noble,  if  he 
profecutes  a  citizen,  10  cite  him  to  appear  before 
the  magiftrates  of  the  city  which  he  inhabits ;  and 
there  is  no  appeal  from  the  decilion  of  that  magi- 
flraie  but  to  the  king.  By  this  regulation,  thofe  ' 
vho  are  burgcfies  cannot  be  arbitrarily  dragged  be- 
fore the  tribunal  of  the  nobles,  and  by  that  meani 
afford  their  profecutor  the  hope  of  getting  them 
condemned,  though  they  have  not  offended.  The 
cities  eleft  their  own  burgomafters  and  their  coun-: 
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fellors  :  and  they  have  tribunals  for  trying  crimU 
nal  caufes,  from  whence  there  is  no  appeal. 

Poland  has  but  few  manufadrures,  though  flax 
and  hemp  arc  produced  there  in  abundance  for  ex- 
portation.  The  pafturage  is  good  for  feeding  cat- 
tle and  flieep,  which  might  afford  hides  and  wool 
more  than  fufficient  for  home  confumption.  Her 
timber  for  (hip-building  might  be  made  a  profitable 
anicle  of  commerce,  and  (he  might  fupply  foreign 
navies  with  pitch  and  tar.  Her  excellent  honey 
and  wax  would  alfo  be  profitable  to  her:  and,  by 
means  of  her  potafhes,  from  which  (he  derives 
little  profit,  gunpowder  might  be  eafily  manufac- 
tured, and  fold  to  thofe  powers  who  turn  it  to  fo 
cruel  a  ufe.  But  what  avails  it  to  a  people,  that 
their  country  produces  for  them  all  the  raw  mate- 
rials for  manufacturing,  when  they  have  not  induftry 
to  employ  them  ?  If  they  fell  them  to  others,  they 
muft  repurchafe  them  in  a  manufaftured  (late  :  and 
the  price  they  muft  pay  for  the  manufafturing  will 
carry  away  all  the  money  they  ought  to  receive, 
and  which  they  might  have  doubled  by  their  la- 
bour. Thus  the  balance  of  trade  is  in  disfavour  of 
Poland. 

This  country  might  have  an  inexhauftible  fource 
of  wealth  in  the  fertility  of  her  foil.  It  was  once 
called  the  granary  cf  the  North  :  but  ilavery  foon 
renders  the  moft  fruitful  vallies  barren :  and  the 
harveft  cannot  increafe  amidft  civil  wars  and  fervi- 

tude. 
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tude.  The  Polifti  peafant  is  not  fufficiently  happy 
on  the  land  he  cultivates,  to  make  him  tiy  to  Iq* 
creafe  its  produce. 

The  peafants  of  Poland  are  of  three  clalTes :  tho 
firft  includes  thofe  of  German  origin,  who  enjoy.; 
fome  privileges  denied  to  the  natives  of  the  coun* 
try  :  the  fecond  are  ftyled  the  peafants  of  the  crown  j 
they  cultivate  the  fiefs,  and  are  lefs  unfortunate, 
lefs  oppreffed  than  the  others;  bccaufe  they  have  a 
right'  of  appeal  from  any  fentence  pronounced 
againft  them  to  the  royal  courts.  The  third  clafs 
are  the  peafants  dependent  on  the  lords ;  and  thefo 
are,  of  all  the  three  claffes,  the  moft  miferable* 
They  have  no  fecurity  for  their  property,  or  evea 
for  their  lives ;  the  higheft  of  all  concerns.  This 
horrid  injuftice  fprung  up  in  the  ages  of  barbarifmt 
and  until  the  time  of  Cafimir  the  Great,  the  lord 
bad  not  only  a  right  to  kill  a  peafant  of  his  eftate, 
but  became  his  heir,  if  he  left  no  children.  Cafi- 
mir made  a  law,  by  which  any  lord,  convidbed  of 
having  deprived  an  inhabitant  of  Poland  of  his  life, 
was  condemned  to  pay  a  heavy  fine  :  and,  in  order- 
to  remove  the  temptation  for  carrying  wickednefs  ta 
the  laft  degree  of  ferocity,  he  ordained  that  the  pro** 
perty  of  a  villager,  who  died  witliout  children^ 
fliould  pafs  to  his  neareft  relation.  A  law  io  wife  and 
moderate  could  not  be  tolerated  in  Poland  :  after 
the  death  of  the  prince,  by  whom  it  was  inftituted,. 
its  abrogation  was  obtained  in  confequcnce  of  a  re- 
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qmfition  of  the  lonis,  and  the  maxim  fb  wcJ! 
Laown  in  Poland,  that  ajiaxK  cannot  bring  an  aRim 
a^ainjl  bis  Icrdy  recovered  all  its  force.  Thus,  ac 
the  death  cf  a  villager  who  left  no  Children,  the 
lord  began  by  pofleffinghimfelf  of  his  heritage;  and 
not  one  relation  of  the  deceafed  dared  to  difpuce  k 
with  him  before  the  tribunal  of  the  nobles. 

While  the  law  m  favour  of  the  peafants  was  tbiw. 
ajuiihilatcd,  all  ihofe  which  were  againftthem,  ga- 
thered ftrength  and  authority  by  time :  and  there 
exifts,  among  others,  one  which  pronounces  very 
ferere  penalties  on  thofe  who  fiiould  quit  their  ha-* 
bi'tations  without  leave.  Nothing  can  more  plainJy 
dcmonflrate  the  excc£Gve  mifery  of  thefe  poor  pea-, 
fents,  than  the  fentenccs  pronounced,  in  con(e- 
quence  of  this  ferocious  law,  upon  many  of  thern^ 
wIk)  ventured  to  expofc  thcrafelvcs  to  its  rigour,  ra- 
ther than  remain  attached  to  a  domain,  on  which 
they  reaped  nothing  but  opprcflion  and  mifery. 

It  mufh  be  fuppofcJ  that  tyranny,  p^iffion,  and 
rage  had  greatly  n^ultiplied  the  murders  commit- 
ted by  the  lords,  when  the  diet  in  1 768  made  a  law 
which  condemned  to  death  any  Polifli  noble  who 
fliould  kill  a  peafant :  but  this  law  was  rendered  al- 
moil  inefiectual,  by  the  proof  it  required  of  the 
deed  :  for  it  inlifted,  ibai  the  murder  Jhudd  be  proved 
by  ti^o  nokk:  and  four  feajants.  If  there  was  not  this 
number  of  witncflcs,  the  fentence  of  death  was  con- 
verted into  a  fimple  fine,  which  was  never  paid, 

becaufe 
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li^cwiSt  ^e  relntions  of  the  vifkim  dared  not  ^e- 
4(XKiD(l  vengeance  from  the  law« 

.There  were,  however,  under  the  eyes  of  thefe 
cruel  lords,  examples  of  juftice  and  humanity  which 
ought  t6  have  enlightened  their  reafbn,  arid  con- 
vfnced  them  that  mercilefs  matters  aft  againft  their, 
own  interefti  fince  they  would  find  their  views, 
better  anfwered,  by  treating  their  vaflals  with  equi^ 
tyi  than  by  being  harfli  and  oppreffive.  In  1760 
tfie  late  chancellor  emancipated,  in  the  palatinate  of 
Mazoviai  the  inhabitants  of  fix  villages*  Before;  • 
thcif  ernancipat^p;)  ,tbe  ufyal  number  of  births^ 
^9JW>ng  tbefe  flaves^was  forty-three :  after  they  be^-; 
^amfiiree^  the  average  was  feventy-feven :  fo  much 
tioes  liberty  endear  life,  and  promote  the  defire  of 
tranfmitting  it.  The  revenue  of  the  lands,  culti- 
vated  by  thefe  freed  peafants,  increafed  in  a  (Ull 
^^afie^.  proportion,  for  they,  were  almoft  trebled  to 
iheir  lord-;  to  whom  it$  inhabitants  now  paid  money 
kxk'XitMoi  the  torvii  labour.  ♦ 

*  Accord- 
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•  "^  Siiiiifar  hilbfnces  bf  an  extraordinary  increafe  in  the  produce 
•6F'eibtte9>  Slid  the  number  of  births  utk>n  them,  have  occurred  la 
^M^Weft- India  iflatids ;  not  from  the  emancipation  of  the  (laves, 
bat  \ti  cottieqaence  of  their  beinc;  treated  with  that  care  and  hii(- 
tnahfty  which  rendtred  their  condition  little  inferior  to  that  of  com- 
<i6i1fable  feryitAde. 

1 
»  •  I 

-•  Ofl«1^ry  ftriking^  ibfbmce  of  this  kind  is  known  to  have  hap- 
yhied  tome  ycin  finc^  ih  Jamaica.     A  gcritrcman,  whofc  name 
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According'  to  the  ufage  of  Poland,  ithe  loud  :|^ 
obliged  to  fumiih  his  vafTais  with  cabins  ix»  d^gMll 

in,  innplements  for  their  work,  and  feeds  to  ^am  the 

-■ » 

I  lament  my  not  being  able  to  r«colle6l,  as  it  deicrves  to  be  reeonl- 
tdt  came  into  pofieHion  of  an  eflate  in  bad  condition^  and  very 
fcantily  flocked  with  negroes.  This  gentleman,  purfding  the  dic- 
tates of  a  benevolent  Iieart>  iir  oppofition  to  the  too  general  pkac- 
daa  of  the  ifland,  treated  the<  half-ibrved,  fecUc  wretches, 
who  were^  like  the  ground  Uiey  cultivaicdy  become,  his  pro- 
perty, with  the  indulgence  and  attention  of  a  kind  mafier.  The 
experiment  anfwered  his  wiihes:  his  negroes  became  healthy, 
Itrong,  and  iildaftrious  ;  his  crops  were  ever  feafon  more  abundant: 
Mid  fo  greatly  was  the  number  of  thefe  Happy  (laves  increaftcl  in 
the  fpace  of  about  eighteen  years»  thoogh  \^tb6nt  the  addtdMiof 
It  fingle  one  from  the  market,  that  thjsir  imfter  was  obligoi.  to 
purchafe  a  contiguous  e£Late  as  laige  as  his  Awn^  wlucb  had  been 
nearly  depopulated  by  the  barbarous  feverity  of  the  ownerj  fqr  the 
piirpofe  of  employing  the  fnpemumeraries  who  had  been  boim  in 
bis  fervice. 

This  circmnftaace,  which  U  well  andienucatvd,  was  inenti6he4 
more  at  large  in  a  Letter,  which  appeared  in  the  Londoa  newp%* 
pers  about  four  years  fince,  on  the  Slave  Trade,  written  by.iijge»- 
deman,  who  had  refided  many  years  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Tb^  ar- 
guments ttfed  by  this  writer  (who  fubfcribed  himfelf  Dean  of 
Middleham)  (hewed  him  pofTefled  of  much  philaAthr^y,  much  good 

'.  fenfe,  and  a  competent  (hare  of  local  knowledge,  to  render -him 
mafter  of  the  fubje*^  upon  which  he  wrote :  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  his  letter  reached  ttie  meridian  wfiere  it  was  moft  Ujcely  te 
ferve  the  caufe  of  humanity,  by  convincing  the  planters  that  it 
would  conduce  as  much  to  their  intereft,  as  to  the  happinefs  of  their 

•  llavesj  if  they  were  to  adopt  the  fyftem  marked^ontibr' them,  and 
fo  futcefsfuHy  prad^ifcJ,  by  the  gentleman  of  whom  I  have  been 
fpcaking, 

ground. 
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grbdiid*    But  th^  emancipated  hufbandmen  find 
ittwjdliiigs  atdleir  own  expcnce,  purchafe  implc- 
itients  fbr  their  own  ufc,  and,  fowing  tbc  fields  with 
the  favings  of  their  laft  year's  harveft,  blefs  and  eh- 
4?ch  their   bcnefeftor.     This  exathple,    which  it 
ii^ould  have  been  fo  glorious  and  fo  beneficial  to  fbl- 
iow>^  has  been  imicatcd  by  very  few  of  the  Poliih  lord?. 
Prince  Staniflaws,  nephew  to  the  prefent  king,  is 
none  of  thofe  fewt  and,  after  having  given  firedom 
tb  the  inhabitants  6f  fbur  villages  near  Warfaw,  he 
ifiiade  every  pbflible  effort  for  extending  the  noble 
'  •  8?ft  o^  liberty  to  ^all  the  othei:,  Iprdf^ips :   but  a  [Wind 
io^i^iatcreft  has  hitherto  refifted  his  noble  fyftem  of 
oibe^e^lence^  and  humanity.  ,  » 

-n»:i'  After  having  taken  ^  view  of  the  miferable  h\tf- 
'^.tartdrnen  of  Poland,  how  is  the  minds  of  Frenchmen 
gratified  by  turning  their  regards  on  thofe  who  ip- 
2,^J^i(  their  0wn  plaiosy  and  reflecting  that  they  par- 
A<ticipattt  with  them  thofe  rights,  on  which  FranW-  is 
^'fcrnling  the  bafiar  of  immenfe  credit.     In  Pdldhd 
^'  wt  behold  flavcs :   in  France  freemen.     Alas  1  wliy 
^^^h^s  this  dcfigmfiil  idea  been  clouded  over  by  «\e 
cxce£fes  of  jiicemiouinefs  ?     If  the  lords  have^bcbn 
uiijuft>  is  that  a  reafon' why  their  vaffals  (houM  be- 
come forious?    If  the  former  have  acquired  tbo 
touch,  ought  the  latter  to  tear  from  them,  cv^ry 
poflci^  ?    When  jufticc,  even  beyond  drcir 
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hopcs^  was  granted  to  the  people  of  France ,  Mrfiy  di4 
they,  inftead  of  receiving  the  favour  with  the  a^c^ 
knowledgements  of  men  relieved  from  niiiery>  im^ 
poifon  it  by  tranfports  of  vengeance.  la  pufluog  tht- 
love  of  equality  even  to  niadneft*  they  have  caftan 
eye  of  envy  on  thofe  towers  which  rife  abpve  their 
thatched  roofs  $  and  have  fought  to  reduce  them  to 
the  level  of  their  cabins.  Inftead  of  confining  thevi- 
felvcs  to  the  defence  of  their  own  property,  they, 
have  attacked  that  of  other  n^en:  and  they  whp 
have  complained  of  being  oppreflcd^  are  become 
the  moit  cruel  oppreiTors^  It  was  with  torches  ia 
their  hands  that  they  demanded  the  abolition  of  thofe 
titles,  which  have  been  annihilated  without  miidue/r 
by  one  fingle  decree. 

As  for  us  inhabitants  of  the  cities,  have  we  ihewt; 
ourfelves  more  equitable  ?  We  who  revolted  againft 
a(fls  of  arbitary  power,  have  we  not  committed  flil4 
greater  iniquity  ?  Inflead  of  tranqui%  enjoying  tho 
iwects  of  liberty  at  home,  we  have  fought  to  extend 
it,  at  one  throw,  round  both  the  hemilphereti 
Have  we  calculated  what  our  manu&durers,  whal- 
our  maritime  cities  would  loie,  if  all  at  once  -our 
colonies  Ihould  feparate  from  the  mother  country, 
cither  by  rendering  themfelves  independent,  or  by 
the  too  precipitate  emancipation  of  ^their  flaveii 
Have  we  compared  the  nature  of  the  produdiom 
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bF  our  HlaiiSds,  and  the  kind  of  labour  they  require, 
with  the  fruits  of  our  own  foil,  and  the  manner  of 
cultivating  them  ? 

He  who  breathes  thefe  complaints  againft  the 
violence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  is  a  lover  of  all  man- 
kind, whatever  may  be  their  features  or  complexion? 
and  wherever  he  ifees  injuftice  or  cruelty,  his  heart 
fwells  with  indignation  :  but  he  fears  thofe  who 
know  not  how,  except  by  deftroying,  to  reform  ♦. 

In 

*  This  philippic  from  the  pen  of  M.  de  la  Croix,  who  was  one 
of  the  moil  zealous  promoters  of  a  reform  in  the  abufes  which  had 
been  introduced  into  the  French  government,  and  the  ufurpations 
which  had  been  made  on  the  French  confticution,  muft  give  the 
foUeft  confirmation,  if  any  was  required^  to  the  tefHmony  of  the 
Akhi  Raynal  and  M .  Neckar,  (not  to  mention  that  of  many 
others,  who  had  from  the  firfl  difapproved,  beelufe  they  were 
aware  of  the  confequences  of  this  outrageous  projeA  of  reforma- 
tion),  refpedUng  the  horrid  excefTes  committed  by  the  partizans 
of  that  ftrange  mixture  of  anarchy  and  tyranny  which  is  now  feen 
exifting  in  France  under  the  fpecious  name  of  democracy ,  though  ic 
has  no  one  feature  of  a  legitimate  form  of  government  to  entitle 
it  to  the  appellation. 

The  queftion  on  which  the  two  parties  now  exifling  in  Fr^nce^ 
will  be  at  liTue  before  poflerity  is,  whether  the  violent  meafures 
parfued  by  the  revolutionifls  were,  or  were  not,  nece/Tary  for  ob* 
raining  a  reftoration  of  their  rights  ?  If  they  were  neceflary, 
the  leaders  ef  the  people  of  France  are  free  from  blame  in  having*, 
tiirown  the  whole  kingdom  into  a  (late  of  both  civil  and  military 
licenfe,  diibrder,  and  anarchy,  as  thofe  evils  were  ineviubly 
conne^d  with  the  recovery  of  their  rights.  But  was  there,' 
could  there  be«    fach   a  neceffity,  **  when   ^to  lafe  the  wordr 
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■»  '     •  - 

In  countries,  fuch  as  Poland,  where  franchi^e^ 
mcnt  is  not  attended  with  danger,  I  would  have  li- 
berty 

*'  of  M.  dc  la  Croix)  jufGce  was  granted  them  beyond  their 
*'  hopes  ?"  When  a  King  who  has  been  irpefttedly  dalled  bjr 
them  reives  thi  firfi  frintii  of  his  people ;  tb  whom  they  har©  glveij' 
the  fiu name  of  Rcjlonr  of  French  Llhtriy\  had  come  Toluntaiily  ftr- 
ward  to  ofix?r  a  free  ccn^itution ;  and  had  fubmitted  to  the  cbofi' 
deration  of  the  aficmbled  reprcfcntp.tlves  of  the  people,  convened 
hy  him,  for  the  ex'prcfs  purpofc  of  confalting'  with  hitn  on' tM' 
means  of  providing  efi^clual  rcdrefs  for  the  grievances  of  hit  fub- 
tefts,  the  rudiments  of  rcfcrms,  which  a  candid  obferrer  will  finJ 
to  contain,  at  lea[(^  all  the  good,  without  any  of  the  evils  wUch 
have  attended  theif  rejef^ion  ? 

If  liberty  had  been  the  objeA  of  thefe  leaders,  why  did  they 
fpum  it  when  generoaflv  cffcred  by  their  monarch  ?  T^Tiy  did  **flief 
*•*  people  of  France  (to  afe  the  words  of  the  Ute  M.  de  Mtrabetit) 
"  dlfdain  to  accept  freedom  as  the  gift  of  a  King/*  wheri  tKit' 
King  had  extended  his  plan  to  a  complete  renovation  of  their 
conflitntion,  and  the  edablitlimcnt  of  liberty  on  a  rational  and  pertoa- 
nent  bafis  ?  Bar,  no— ^'  inftead  of  receiving  it  with  the  ackndwC'' 
•'  ledgmcnts  of  men,  relieved  from  mifery,  they  impoifoned  it  Wftfc " 
♦«  tranfports  of  vengeance."    "  It  was  with  torches  in  their  hah^ 
•«  that  they  dema-:ded  the  abclitk>n  of  ihofe  titka  (to  cxdufivf ' 
•'  privileges,  c'tiii'lor-s,  &c.)  which  were  annihilated  without 'xhif<" 
"  chief  by  a  i.nj^le  •'  'cree/*  and  the  abolition  of  all  the  opprdEvc 
parts  of  which  had  been  already  propofed  by  the  King  in  thfc  I'j^ 
article  of  his  declaration.     But  to  feize  upon,  **  to  tear  every 
««  thing  away,"   was  their  determination;  and  as  the  GheT«1ieif 
Bintinaye  obferves,  in  his  manly  and  fpirited  declaration,  "  hav* ' 
••  ing  only  evil  for  their  end,  they  faw  in  the  condefcenfion  df  granc- 
*<  ing  all  which  they  demanded,'  nothing  bufr  an  advantage  to  h^ 
"  ftlaed^  and  a  rtafon  for  xtdoubling  their  violtnco," 
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berry  beftowed  without  referve  :  I  would  have  the 
lords  retain  tneir  vaflals  on  their  eftates  by  kind- 

nefs 

.rr^e  confcquences  produced  by  this  mad  rage  for  innovation ; 
t^  projed  of  iiijlroyitfg  \Xi  Older  to  refirnti  are  defcribcd  with  equal 
Feeling  and  truth  by  the  Abbe  Rayrn^l  in  his  letter  to  the  National 
Af^biy,  where  he  exclaims  with  the  lively  forrowof  «/i  old  friend 
f^^^dom,  who  faw  all  his  hopes,  all  his  expedlations  ruined  by  a 
F§^icfpint  of  licentioufnefsy  "  What  do  I  behold  around  me? 

^Keligioas  troubles ;  civil  difTentions :  the  contrition  of  fome  ; 
^.thc  audacity  and  rage  of  others :  a  government  enilaved  by 

.|K)pjular  tyranny;  tlic  fandtuary  of  the  laws  furrounded  by  un- 
"  ruly  men,  who  alternately  didate  to,  or  brave  them:  foldiers 
'*.  without  difciplihc :  chiefs  without  authority :  minifters  wiihout 
^^  .j^eans :  a  king,  the  finl  friend  of  his  people,  plunged  into 
^'/s^idion;  outraged,  menaced,  dcfpoilcd  of  all  authority;  and 
^'jlhe  public  power  exiding  no  more  but  in  clubs,  where  ignorant 
''jplTigrofs  men  dare  to  pronounce  on  all  political  qucflions.** 

,  IThc  flatc  fvapcrs  which  are  referred  to  by  M.  de  la  Croix.when  he 
^Hjiiftici  fwas  granted  tbcm  hey  end  their  hopes  \  and  by  M.  de  la  Bin* 
tv^ye,  when  he  fpeaks  oi  more  heing  granted  them  than  they  demanded, 
lie,  the  two  declarations  read  by  the  klng^s  command,  and  in  his 
pf^snce,  to  the  general  afTembly  of  tlie  three  orders  of  the  (lat^  on 
the. ajd  of  June  1789. 

i7?Hc  firfl  of  thcfe  was  arranged  with  much  wifdom  and  equity ; 
kflfdjhad  for  its  objed  the  terminating  of  thofe  diflcntions  tvhich 
:b^,*tliL-i  edate  had  anfully,  fadiouf.y,  and  trcacherouriy  railed 
ig^i)ft  the  conflituticn  and  prafiice  of  the  flatc  s  general,  for 
:he,|>arpofc  of  exunguiflun^  au4  the  po'l:tc?.l  power  of  the  two 
bigbi^r  orders ;  that  their  ccnrpi racy  for  the  total  abolition  of  thefe 
>^der^^  'lifh^:  tQ*wcrs  thcyfcr^':  iv:thtn^\if  rifi  above  their  eUatched  roafi, 
tmffcttght  to  rediKtto  the  lend  if  thtii^  C4iJfy»^  nagbtJie  ihenoxr-.caA- 
y.^q^'ricJ  into  effedl. 
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nefs  only;  and  require  from  them  moderate  re- 
demptions :  this  was  the  cafe  in  America,  where  thr 

colonift 

The  fecond  is  a  declaration  of  the  king's  voluntary  iatentipns 
of  reformation  in  all  the  different  departments  of  government;  pro- 
claimed to  the  nation  in  fo  public  a  manner,  as  to  make  his  maje- 
fty  ftand  pledged  to  the  performance  of  ever}*  article. 

That  my  readers  may  be  able  to  judge  whether  the  vedze(k  of- 
fered>  in  this  folcmn  avowal  of  the  king's-  intentions,  was  not  fuf- 
ficicntly  full,  fufHciently  extenfivej  to  have  fatisfied  all  men,  c^cent 
tbofe  who  kne^w  not  b^to  to  reform  htti  By  dtjlroying,  I  (hall  fubjoiQ 
fome  of  the  moi>  important  articles,  faithfully  tranflated  from  tb«^ 
Declaration,  as  it  ftands  recorded  in  the  Froch  Verbal  of  the  2 3d  of 
June  1789. 

1 .  "  No  new  impoil  (hall  be  eilabllQiedj  no  old  one  (hall  be  pro-. 
"  longed,  beyond  the  term  fixed  by  the  laws,  without  the  cpnfent- 
"  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation, 

2.  '<  The  new  impoAs,  which  may  be  odablifhed,  ortho  old  9ner 
<«  which  may  be  prolonged,  (hall  only  be  fo  for  the  time  which  ihall, 
*'  intervene  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  States  General, 

3.  *'  As  loans  may  become  the  occafionofa  nece/Tary  increale  o(. 
*'  taxes,  no  loan  (hall  take  place  without  the  confent  of  the  Statet 
"  General ;  with  this  provifo  however,  that  always  in  cafe  of  war, 
"  or  of  any  other  national  danger,  the  fovereign  ihall  have  IL 
"  power  of  borrowing,  without  delay,  any  fum  not  exceedingv^Q^ 
**  hundred  millions;   about  four  millions;  for  it  if  the  exprcfi 

intention  of  the  king,  never  to  let  the  falvatios  of  hia  empire 
depend  on  any  perfon. 

4.  "  The  States  General  (hall  carefully  examine  the  (late  of  the 
*'  Enances,  and  (hall  demand  all  the  ftatements  neceflary  to  a  perfed 
<«  knowledge  of  them. 

5. ''  An  account  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  (hall  be  publifhed. 
''  every  year,  in  fome  nunner  propofed  by  the  States  General,  and 
*<  approved  of  by  his  Majefty. 
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colonift  began  by  foftcniug  flavery ;  and  where  li- 
berty was  not  conlidered  as  a  right  but  a  reward* 

I  would 

6,  *'  The  fume  appropriated  to  each  department  (hall  be  fixed  in- 
**  riably ;  and  the  king  fubmits  to  this  general  rule  even  the  (urns' 
*'  dedkied  for  maintaining  his  houfehold. 

7.  "  It  is  the  King's  will,  that  in  order  to  aTTure  this  fixed  flatc 
'*  of  the  divers  expences  of  the  ftate,  the  arrangements  proper  for 
"  that  end>  ihall  be  pointed  out  to  him  by  the  States  General: 
4t  and  hia  Majefly  will  adopt  them,  if  they  accord  with  the  royal 
*'  dignity ;  and  the  indifpcnfible  celerity  of  the  public  fervice. 

*  8.  *'  The  rcprefentativei  of  a  nation,  faithful  to  the  laws  of 
«•  honour  and  probity,  will  do  no  injury  to  the  public  faith ;  and 
**  the  King  expe£ls  from  them,  that  the  confidence  of  the  creditors 
*'  of  the  ftate  (hall  be  afifored  and  confolidated  in  the  mofl  authen- 
''  tic  manner, 

9.  •'  When  the  firm  intentions,  announced  by  the  clergy  and  no- 
*'  bnity,  of  renouncing  their  pecuniary  privileges,  (hall  have  been 
«'  realized  by  their  votes,  it  is  the  king's  intention  to  give  them 
V  his  fanflion;  and  that  there  (hall  no  longer  exid,  in  the  payment 
*  of  pecuniary  contributions,  any  privilege  or  diftindlion  what- 
•'  ever. 

10.  •*  It  is  the  king*5  will,  in  order  to  confecrate  fo  important  an 
"  intention,  that  the  name  of  taille  be  aboliihed  throughout  the 
**  kingdom ;  and  that  that  impofl,  whether  it  be  confolidated  with 
«'  the  twentieths,  or  with  fome  other  territorial  impofition,  or  that 
**  be  replaced  by  fome  other  tax,  (hall  always  be  a(rc(red  in  a  juft 
^*  and  equal  proportion ;  and  without  any  diflinftion  of  conditioiu 
**  i>ank,  or  birth. 

1 1 ."  It  is  the  king's  will,  that  the  dtity  of frane-Jiefht  abolifhed 
«  fiom  the  moment  in  which  the  e(labli(hed  income  and  fixed  ex« 
"'peBdltiire  (hall  be  exaflly  balanced. 
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,  \  would  not  encouragej  byfireatiuimv.tbtJncgiP! 
itrade.;  but  I  would  tolerate  i^.witiji  gM  the  powers 

(hould 

'    It.    "All  property,    without  exception,    fhall  be  Conftmly 

•»  rcfpefted  ;  and  his  Majefly  includes  expreftly  linder  thatname, 

*«  the  property  of  nnth,  hun^redlhsy  rtnti^  rigksi^LMifiu^eyal^fiA 

■  ^*fig$Mrial  duties  :  and  in  general,  all  the  rights  and  preir-^gaiives, 

^*  ufeful  or  honorar)',  attached  to  lands  and  fiefs,  of  'ptttz&mrg 

"  to  men."  -  ''         "  '•'•  '     -"' 

■li"  This  article  may  poffibly  be  objefted  to  by  thofc,  who,  inift:dci|| 

tlie  abafes  wliich  time  had  introduced  and  Tan£liondl'-m- t'he 

French  government,  for  evils  exifting  in  the-Frcfich  cotifllmtioh  i 

fiippofe  that  the  King  could  of  himfelf  have  givcti'  reKdf  to  hif 

fubjeds  in  the  oppreffions  which  they  fafFered  under'ttte* feudal 

^fyftcm;  and  that  it  was  contradidting  his  own  promifcs  df  re- 

^^drcfling  their  wrongs  to  infill  thus  (Irongly  on  their  cofnj4?aricc 

.^wkh  every  thing  required  by  tlw  feudal  laws,  '  '•' 

The  fa6V  is,  that  the  King  of  France,  as  exccotor  of-  xixc  law, 
•  was  bound  to  proteft  all  property  :  the  rights,  datics,  ^v-c.  fpcci- 
ficd  in  the  above  article,  were  as  much  the  property  tlf  thofc  ta 
Avhom  they  pertained,  as  any  other  part  of  their  poflefHcil^,  uA 
equally  under  the   fafeguard  of  the  law  :  and  the  King  cannot, 
according  to  the  conllitution  of  France,  which  he  propofed  to  re- 
novate and  purify  from  all  abufcs  and  ufurpations,  forbear  to  pro- 
'.vide,  by  every  precaution  in  his  power,  for  the  protedton  of  whit 
:iva<  indifpenfible  legal  property,  becaufe  held  under  ejdfting*  taws, 
'  It  was  the  bafinefs  of  kgiilature,  which  by  the  French  eonftitution 
xpnfiiled,  as  in  England,  of  the  King  and  the  reprefeatatiyes  bf 
the  nation,  to  repeal  the  laws  by  which  thefe  rights  were  hdd,  if 
they  were  become  opprefiive  to  the  people :  and  we  accordingly 
£nd  the  l^'Ag  in  the  ninth  article,  announcing  his  detcrmimtioB  of 
fan^oning  the  renunciations  intended  by  the  clergy  and  noUdi,  as 
jfoon  9B  their  intentions  fhould  be  realized  ^bv  the  votes  of  their 
H*  *  reprefentatives ; 


fbould  humanely  agree  to  change  the  prefent  me- 
thod  of  forcing  from  their  country  the  natives  of 

Africa, 

i^preferYtativess  anj  this  was  all  the  King  ccnild  do  as  one  member 
of  the  legiflatire  power.  The  rights  enjoyed  by  the  crqwiu 
under  the  old  feudal  cflabliflimentj  and  which  pertained  to  Bimt 
he  either  wholly  felinquiflics,  or  direfta  the  legiilative  body  to 
coadder  -on  the  mc^ans  of  converting  them  into  Tome  pecuniary 
contribution,  to  which  ail  ranks  fhall  be  equally  fubjefl. 

vt  '3*  *'  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  orders  of  the  ilate  (hall  continue  to  enjoy  an 
'**  exemption  from  pcrfonal  fervice  ;  but  the  States  General  wodld 
''  have  the  King's  approbation  in  cojiddering  the  means  to  convdt 
this  ion  of  fervice  into  pecuniary  contributions ;  to  which  aU  the 
orders  of  the  flat«  ihould  be  equally  fubje(^. 
14.  "  The  intention  of  his  Majefty  is,  to  determine  with  tie 
advice  of  the  States  General,  what  ihall  be  the  employments  and 
^'  commifCons  which  (hall  in  future  retain  the  privilege  of  giving 
*•  or  of  tranfmitting  nobility.  His  Majcfty  will,  neverthelefs^ 
^*  according  to  the  right  inherent  in  the  crown,  grant  letters  q£ 

.  «'.  nobility  to  thofe  of  his  fubjeds,  who  by  fervices  rendered  to 

. '«'  the  king  and  to  the  Aaie,  fhall  have  fhewn  thcmfelves  worthf 
«'  of  that  reward. 

15.  "  The  king  defirous  of  affuring  pprfonal  liberty  to. all 
'^  .the  citizens  in  a  folid  and  permanent  manAer>  iavites  the  iStatci 
■*'  General  to  fcarch  out  and  propofe  to  him  tb«  moil  convenient 
^'  means  of  reconciling  the  abolition  jckf  the  ocders»  known  by.  the 
^'  Tkzmt  oi  Lettres  Ji  QaclKt^  with  .the  maintainaace  of  the  pnUic 
•*  fafety,  and  with  the  precaution  nece^ary  either  for  preferving^ia 

.  *^  certain  cafes,  the  honour  :of  families  s  for  rfprefling»  with  X3e* 
f*  lericy,  the  commenceinenc  of  (editions  i  or  for.  ftscoring  the  flatc 
^\  frpm  the  eSipwls  of  ^  f riminal.  intelligence  heU  with  fi)ffj|;a 

$4  16.  ^'Tto 


4< 

44 


(.■.  ■  t   ■        I  ■.»       ••i.» 


2  64  Of  tU  DivifiQfi  of  Paland^ 

si 

Africa^  whom  they  have  purchafed  like  any  other 
commodity^  into  the  (imply  engaging  their  fervices 
during  a  ftipulated  period. 

We 

16.  "  The' States  General  (hall  examine,  tod  make  knovrnto  lui 
"  Majeilyj  the  moft  convenient  means  of  conciliating  the  libertj  of 
*'  of  the  prefs  with  the  refped  due  to  religioii4  morality^  ftfid  de 

**  honour  of  citizens. 

24.  *'  The  king  invites  the  States  General  to  confider  of  fome 
*'  proper  means  for  managing,  in  the  mod  advanogeotif  manner, 
**  the  domains  in  his  hands ;  and  to  propofe  to  him  wliat:  tkcy  judge 
*'  mod  convenient  to  do>  relative  to  the  mortgaged  dcaiaint.   ' 

25.  "  The  States  General' (hall  confiderthe  ddign  conceived 
*'  long  iince  by  his  Majefly,  of  removing  the  cullom  houfes  to  the 
"  frontiers  of  his  kingdom,  that  the  moll  perfeft  ILI^rty   siaiy' 
''  prev'^ll  in  the  internal  circulatioxi  of  national  and  foreign  mer* 
*'  chandife. 

26.  *'  His  Majedy  deHres  that  the  vexatious  effe^  of  the  doty 
''  on  fait,  and  likewife  the  importance  of  the  revenue  arifing  front .. 
*'  It  may  be  carefully  difcuiTed  by  the  States  General ;  and  that,  m  ■ 
**  all  the  fchemcs  they  may  fugged,  the  me^ns  of  foftcning,  at  leaft».  - 
"  the  mode  of  collefting  that  tax  may  be  propofed.  m 

27.  ''  It  is  alfo  his  Majedy's  will,  that  they  diall  examine  tt- 
"  tcntivcly   the   rights  of  aids  and   other  impods ;  but  without  ■ 
**  lofing  iight  of  the  abfolute  necedity  of  infuring  an  exa£l  equi*  -. 
**  librium  between  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  date. 

28.  '*  Agreeable  to  the  wi(h  manifeded  by  the  king,  in  his  d&r 

«'  claration  of  the  23d  of  September  lad,  his  Majcdy  will  examine   /> 
**  with  fciious  attention,  the  plans  which  dull  be  prefented  to  him« 
**  relative  to  the  adminidration  of  judice,  and  the  means  of  bring- 
''  ing  to  perfefllon  the  civil  and  crixninal  laws. 

29.  '*  The  King's  will  is,  that  the  laws  which  be  promulgated 
•<  during  the  holding,  and  by  the  advice,  or  according  to  the  vote 
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f 
'J  We'hfre^'*'fr(ifri  the  Swi(s,  and  from  the  Priqcgs 

of  Gf?rmahy^  (brdiers  to  cut  the  throats  of  men :  whr 

not 

«*  of'the  States  General  fhall  meet  with,  neither  In  the  enregifter- 
*'  ing  of  them,  nor  in  the  execution,  any  delay,  or  any  cbHade 
H  dirooghout  the  whole  extent  of  Ms  kingdom. 
■  30.  •*  Itii  hid  Majefly'3  will,  that  the  ufe  of  the  corvh^  for  Im- 
**  praying  andkvepittg  i!kp  the  roads^  be  entirely  and  forever  al>(>- 
**  lifhed  throughout  his  kingdom. 

.'31;  "^  TJie  king  defires  that  tlie  abolition  of  the'right  offnortmah^t 
*f  of'winch  hit  Majetly^has  given  ah  example  in  his  domains,  fhalf  be 
^'exicnjc^^iiMigh  all  the  kingdom ;  and  that  there  be  proposed 

fomeniean^  of  pk^oviding  foch  indemnity  as  may  be  due  to  tbp 

ionb  in  poftffibn  of  that  right. 

•32.  '*  His  Majefty  will  ©akp  known,  without  dejay,  to  the  States 
^  G^elfal,  the  regulations  he  is  devifing,  for  reilraining  the  cafitai* 
**  nmes^  grring,  in  this  particular,  "which  fo  nearly  afFefls  his  pcr» 
*f  fonal  enjoyments,  a  new  proof  of  his  afFeftion  for  his  people.** 

The  remainder  of  the  thirty-five  articles  which  conilitutc  thif 
declaration,   relate  to  thp  ei^ablifliment  of  provincial  a/Temblies 

and  other  local  matters  ;  and  none  of  them  are  in  the  leail  degree 

•  I. 

hodilc  to  liberty.     I  omit  them  as  uninterelling  to  an  Engliih 
reader. 

The  whole  of  this  declaration  will  be  found  in  the  firft  volumo 
of  the  Pmces  Verbal  of  the  National  Afiembly,  publifticd  by  thdr.  . 
orders  and  under  their  infpefHon ;  and  there  alfo  will  be  feen  tbo. 
other  declaration,  read  at  the  fame  time ;  the  objet^  of  which  wai, 
preventing,  in  future,  the  diffentions  in  the  afTembly  about  the  veri* 
iicatioff  of  powers,  or  trying  of  contefted  eledlions :  the  third 
order  infiding  that  they  fhould  be  tried  before  the  general  afTembly 
of  the  three  orders :  the  two  other  orders  contending  that  each  or- 
der fhould  refpeftively  try  jhc  elediions  of  the  members  who  were. 
to  reprefent  its  own  body ;  as  is  the  cafe  in  England,  where  the 
^ntells  between  the  candidates  for  repr):fenting  the  Scotch  peers 

corner 
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not  hire  labourers  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  under  i 
promife  of  returning  them  free  into  their  country 
.after  a  fervitude  of  ten  years,  unlefs  ihey  (hould 
prefer  continuing  under  the  eyes  of  their  late  ma- 
fters  ?  The  fame  power,  which  could  fell  them 
for  ever,  could  bind  them  to  us  for  a  limited  term. 
Thefe  labourers,  returning  home  to  their  families, 
would  bear  to  them  thofe  ornaments  with  which 
Ithey  are  fo  fond  of  adorning  ihemfelves:  they  would 
itonvince  their  countrymen,  that  the  white  people 
are  not  anibropophages:  and  that  if  they  employed 
ihe  blacks,  they  paid  them  for 'their  fervices.  Up- 
en  feeing  the  favings  made  by  thefe  emigrants, 
thoufands  of  negroes  would  burn  to  enrich  them^ 
felves  in  the  fame  manner,  and  to  be  enrolled  i<i 
the  fame  fervice. 

Whenever  a  European  (hip  appeared,  multi- 
tudes of  Africans  would  croud  to  the  ftiore,  and 
ttnbark  with  their  free  will:  and  the  mafters  of 
thefe  veffels  would  no  longer  find  it  neccflar/  to 
Oiackle  them  with  irons  during  a  long  voyage,  for 
fear  of  having  the  men  facrificed  to  their  fury^  We 
{hould  then  fee  no  more,  great  God !  how  (hall  I 

teme  before  the  Iloufe  of  Lords ;  and  thof^  for  reprerendng  tht 
eoimnots  arc  cried  in  the  Houfe  of  Commoni . 
.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  thefe  two  declaration«  have  never* 
a.i  1  believe,  appeared  in  EngUIh ;  though  more  thaa  one  of  our  pe« 
nodical  public-ition*;  have  favoured  us  with  every  thing  clfe  which 
canie  that  dzy  before-  the  Afiembly ;  not  excepting  the  King's 
fpeeches,  which  referred  fo  particularly  to  thfefe  very  important 

fpcalf 
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/peak  it  ?  we  (hall  fee  no  more  an  improvident  cap-? 

tain,  after  having  made  of  hisfhip  a  horrible  pr^- 

fon,  a  fink  of  fiUhinefs,  if  furprized  at  once  by  a 

cahn,  calculating  shat  he  has  not  fufncient  provi- 

,|ion  to  conducl  his  freight  to  the  port  for  which  his 

^yvani?y,  intended  them,;  ,^d,  refolvcd  on  what  H 

galled  thefasrifice^  gaufing  that  part  of  them,  which 

he.caniiiot  Jced,  to  be  precipitated  into  the  ocean. 

^  ^ .  In  confequeace  of  this  mode  of  obtaining  negroes, 

jbe  colonics  would  have  no  infurreclions  to  fear; 

^ecaufi?  the  j?ebe!liou5  negroes  would  be  fcnt  home, 

jind  e;cchanged  for  others  more  docile:   and  the 

^fi^ad  of  being  borne  back  to  their  own  (horcs, 

dfeftitute  of  every  thing,  would  attach  them  to  la*- 

,lK)ur*     The  nation,  from  which  foreign  labourfers 

experienced  the  bed  treatment,  would  be  preferred: 

its  flag  would  be  expefted  with  impatience :  and  a 

h^ppy  alliance  would  be  formed  between  the  four 

quarters  of  the  univerfc,  inftcad  of  the  moft  (hock*' 

ing  traffic* 

This  is,  I  believe,  the  wifti  of  enlightened  humane 
ity :  it  is  reconcilable  with  the  profperity  of  dur  coi 
IcHiies;  the  intereft  of  our  maratime  towns';  smA 
jjvould  effedually  alleviate  flavery  •  and  yet  tha 
pan,  who  has  ventured  to  publifti  this  wiih,^has 
drawn  reproach  upon  himfclf:  fo  truck  is,  that 
intollerance'  is  found  in  all  fedls,  in  all  parties; 
even  in  that  which  .profefles  to  have  the/^reateft 
Jove  for  mankia^^  ^  •       *.    :?..!/-, 


^63  Of  the  Conjlitution  of  Poland^   l^c. 


C  H  A  P.    IX. 

Of  Poland;  of  the  Jews;  akd  of  the  Po«» 
LisH  Constitution  ;  by  John  James  Rottsi' 

OINCE  the  lafl:  partition  of  Poland,  by  which  the 
kingdom  was  deprived  of  near  five  millions  of  int 
habitants^  its  population  is  eflimated  at  nine  oul-^. 
lions,  among  which  therp  are  fix  hundred  thouiand 
Jews,  from  whom  arifes  a  confiderable  branch  o£ 
the  revenue,  as  ihcy  and  their  children  arc  fubjetft 
to  a  capitation  or  poll-tax* 

This  people,  fo  long  defpifed,  but  who  have  al- 
ways found  means  to  make  reprifals  on  the  nations 
which  admitted  them  for  the  contempt  they  receiv- 
ed, enjoy  in  Poland  many  privileges  which  are  rc- 
fufed  to  them  in  Germany.  Lengnich,  who  has 
written  feveial  much-efteemed  tradts  concerning, 
Poland,  fays,  in  fpeaking  of  the  Jews,  ^^  The  Jews 
**  monopolize  every  branch  of  the  commerce  of  the 
*'  kingdom.  They  keep  the  inns  ;  they  are  matfircs . 
*•  if  botd  to  the  grandees ;  and  they  have  acquired 
"  fuclyrredit,  that  nothing  is  bought  or  fold  but 
*'  througth  the  means  of  a  Jew/'  \       .     . 

SobieiU 
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Sbbiefki  placed  fuch  confidence  in  them,  that  the 
nobles  caufed,  after  his  death,  a  law  to  be  infertcd 
in  the  pa£la  convenfa,  by  which  they  interdifted  Au- 
guftus,  his  fuccelTor,  the  right  of  farming  out  the 
revenues  of  the  crown  to  a  Jew. 

-Though  thefc  people  have  no  right  to  cftabliflSt 
themfclves  but  at  Cafimir  and  Pofnania,  and  that 
they  are  only  permitted  to  refide  in  the  other  cities  * 
during  the  fairs  and  dietines,  yet  j:hey  and  their 
children  know  fo  well  how  to  manage  on  the  occa^ 
fi)n,  that  they  fojourn  wherever  their  intereft  caltsr 
them ;  and  without  paying  a  capitation  propor-i 
tioned  to  their  number. 

They  poflefs  over  the  Polanders  that  afcendance 
which  gold  and  induftry  acquire  with  people  who 
are  ignorant  of  the  means  of  enriching  themfclves  {' 
and  who  are  not  willing  to  labour,  which  is  the 
true  fource  of  wealth. 

The  Jew  is  not  a  hufbandman,  but  he  pofleffes 
a  produdtive  eftate  in  the  occafions  of  others.  After 
lending  to  the  farmer,  to  the  land-owner,  he  be- 
gins by  coUeding  the  fruits  of  the  ground ;  and  he 
frequently  finifhes  by  fwallowing  up  the  ground 
itfelf.  The  privileges  which  France  has  granted  ra 
them,  will  perhaps  exalt;  their  thoughts  and  purify 
their  induftry. 

One  great  fource  of  the  riches  of  the  Jews  lies ' 
in  their  frugallity  and  oeconbmy.  Hitherto  tKty  have . 
cwfidercd  money  as  the  only  property  which  was 

*  valuable 
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valuable  tcJ  them,  and  they  have  erideavdure^  td 
improve  that  property  to  the  utmoft  of  tlleirpowefi' 
Now  that  they  are  permitted  to  convert  their  gold 
ioto    houfes    and    lands,    and    have  acquired   i 
civil  exiftence,  we  mud  hope  that  they  will  (lic^^ 
themfelves  worthy  of  the  benefits  conferred  upon* 
them:    that   they  will   be  no   longer   to   a   ftate 
like  thofe  deformed  excrefcences,  which  fuck  up' 
the  nouriihing  gjiuccs  of   the  tree,  and' accelerate!' 
the  decay  of  the  body  which  fuftains  them. 

The  almoft  eternal  exiftence  of  the  Jew$,  'afto 
their  difperfion  over  the  whole  face  of  the  earth,  bki 
been  regarded  by  many  as  a  prodigy  :  but  it  wo^W*' 
much  more  aftonilh  me,  if  they  were  annihilated  or' 
even  confined  to  one  point  of  the  univerfe.     T6c 
Jews  are  by  their  laws  obliged  to  marry  :  eveii  tlriP 
rabbi  is  not  exempt  from  this  obligation,  in  whicK*' 
the  fweet  and  the  bitter  are  mingled  :  they  canned; 
contraft  matrimonial  alliances  with  perfons  of  artjr" 
fedt  but  their  own  :  and  wherever  they  haVe  beeri* 
eftabliflied,  intolerence  and  wickednefs  have  perfe-  ' 
cated  them.     They  have  therefore  been  obliged  to 
fly  from  country  to  country,  and  to  difpcrfe  them-  ' 
f^lves  all  over  the  earth  :  and  they  have,  on  their 
part,  an  equal  contempt  for  all  othef  religions^ 
Thus,  wherever  they  have  hoped  to  meet  with  to-  ; 
ieration  and  gain,    their  Intcreft  has  conduced 
thein< 

•  •        ■-    Ail 
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A3  barrennefs  is  with  them  a  caufe  of  divorce,  r 
this  unhappy  family  of  human  nature  has  alwayj  .^ 
increaied  more  on  that  account :  and,  in  ftiorc,yi 
every  thing  has  favoured  its  multiplying,  and  np-. 
thing  has  oppofcd  it. 

All  other  nations  have  been  when  conquered,  dii%  . 
fplycl4,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  into  the  mafs  of  their  ^ 
cphqiierprs.  They  ha.ve  taken  their  names ;  they 
ha!ve  adopted  their  manners ;  and  have  fecmed  ta.  ^ 
difappear  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  Jews^^ 
en  the  contrary,  preferring  torments,  infamy,  fligljt, 
to  the  fhame  of  uniting  with  their  perfecuters,  hav^., 
always  fupported  themfelves  in  their  original  flat?  .■ 
by  tKeir  conftancy  and  their  wealth. 

Itrefults  from  thefe  truths,  that,  fo  far  from  be^.-w 
ing  loft  and  annihilated  in  any  ftate  where  they  ^re; 
9^initted,  the  Jews  muft  increafe  in  a  greater  pro,?  -, 
portion  than  other  nations.  The  perpetuity  andj  i 
difperfion  of  the  Jews  are  therefore  not  to  be  coa*  . 
fidered  as  miraculous,  but  as  the  natural  effeds  x>f  j 
*  Qioral  and  political  laws.  > 

Since  toleration  alone  was  fufficient  to  xaife  thf  ^ 
Bumber  of  Jews  in  Poland  to  a  ninth  part  of  thein*  , 
habitants  of  the  kingdom,  it  is  probable  that  their  ^ 
number  might  have  equalled,  thp.  number  of  l\\%^^ 
Polanders  in  the  fpace  of  three  cpnturics,  if  theyi . 
had  beeri  permitted  to  farnx  ^l  the  reyenyps  of  .tih<?^i 
crown  ;  and  if  no  tax  had  been  fixed  on  their  ch^^r^it 
x%Vi.     This  tax  is  unjuft  and  even  immoral :  for  a 

new- 
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new-born  infant  is  fo  far  from  being  a  producSbive 
property,  that  it  muft  be  for  a  long  time  burden- 
fdme  to  thofe  who  rear  it :  and  furely  it  is  not  nc- 
ceflUry,  when  an  alyliim  is  afforded  to  a  wandering 
or  fugitive  people,  to  violate,  with  refpeft  to  thcih, 
the  laws  of  juftice;  and  to  poifon  a  father's  joy,  bf 
an  additional  impoft. 

I  have  dwelt  longer  upon  this  fiibjeft,  beCaule  of 
its  being  connected  with  the  conftitution  of  Poland; 
and  becaufe  it  ought  to  be  more  thoroughly  invcfH- 
gated  before  it  makes  a  part  of  the  new  conftitu- 
tion of  France. 

The  alterations  hitherto  adopted  by  the  diet  have 
XK)t,  by  any  means,  corrected  all  the  abufes  in  the 
Polifh  conftitution.  The  inhabitants  of  the  cities 
have  not  obtained  the  juftice  they  demanded  :  xht 
fituation  of  the  peafants  remains  the  fame  :  but  the 
abfolute  veto  has  been  reftrained  to  fome  conftitu- 
tional  points  of  the  ftate;  and  is  weakened  with  re- 
fpcft  to  the  adminiftration.  The  following  regula* 
tion  has  been  made  with  refpeft  to  it,  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  conftitution,  which  has  been  adopted^ 
and  is  become  a  law  of  the  ftate. 

**  The  will  of  the  nation,  in  the  exercife  of  the 
*'  legiflative  power,  (hall  be  hereafter  manifefted, 
*•  by  the  uniformity  or  the  majority  of  inftruAions. 
•*  Unanimity  pall  he  required  for  all  the  cardhtal  lawsi 
••  three  fourths  for  political  laws  i  and  two  thirds  for 

impoft i  i 


*^  imfofls ;  and.  a£mplc  majority  for  civil  and  cri-i. 
*^  minal  laws.'* 

This  fcale  of  fufFragcs  agrees  with  the  plan 
of  reform  pointed  oUc  by  Roufleau.  Perhaps 
the  diet  may  in  time  fucceffively  adopt  the  other  . 
ideas  of  that  philofophical  legiflator :  they  may  per- 
ceive, as  a  modern  writer  has  obferved,  "  that  there 
**  exffts  in  the  conftitution  of  Poland  no  counter- 
**  poife :  that  the  diet  is  jUi  abfolute  fovereign,  the 
**  aiJUvity  of  which  no  power  can  either  balance  or- 
*^  temper :  that  it  is  at  once  legiflator,  eleftor,  ad-' 
*^  mihiftrator,  and  executive  power  by  the  commif- 
*^  Cons  emanating  from  it;  and  in  fine  the  ju- 
^*  diciary  bodyi 

•*  That  in  excluding  the  burgefles  of  the  royal 
'*  cities,  and  the  free  peafants,  not  only  from  the 
*•  right  of  fending  deputies  to  the  diets,  but  from 
•*  that  of  concurring  in  the  eledional  aflemblies^ 
'*  natural  juftice  is  wounded ;  and  prudence  and 
*'  public  intereft  offended  at  once/' 

I  have  (hewn  what  Poland  is  at  prefent ;  let  us  fee 
what  (he  may  one  day  become,  by  fuppofing  her 
willing  to  adopt  the  new  form  of  government  traced 
out  for  her  by  Roufleau,  at  the  requeft  of  Count 
Wielhorlki:  for  this  republic  has  not  yet  been  forced 
to  bend  under  the  yoke  of  the  three  powers  who 
have  fo  dearly  fold  to  her  the  femblance  of  li- 
berty. 
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The  tafk  1  have  undertaken  is  an  arduous  one ;  2nd 
the  difficulty  of  performing  it  ftrilfes  me  fcnfibly. 
How  fhall  I  venture  to  place  my  ideas  in  the  fame 
point  of  view  with  thofe  of  a  writer  who  feduces 
when  he  cannot  pcrfuade  :  who,  vhen  reafon  refifts 
him,  attacks  and  hurries  away  the  heart :  whofe  il- 
lufions,  full  of  grace  and  fenfibility,  feem  prefer- 
able to  tlie  realities  of  other  men ;  and  who  never 
appears  more  animated,  than  when  he  declares  bit 
genius  to  be  extinguiihed  and  frozen  under  a 
weight  of  years. 

It  is  not  here,  it  is  in  Poland,  it  is  in  the  inidft 
of  a  diet  that  we  ihould  form  our  opinion  of  Rouf* 
fcau,  by  obferving  the  power  of  his  eloquence  over 
a  people,  proud,  generous,  filled  with  che  idea  of 
their  former  glory ;  and  who  refcmblc  a  fiery  courier 
(Iruggling  in  the  harnefs  which  his  noble  efibrts 
cannot  break. 

**  Poland,  (exclaims  the  citizen  of  Geneva),  that 
*'  ravaged,  that  depopulated,  that  opprefTed  coun<* 
•^  try  !  open  to  all  her  foes,  and  in  the  midft  of  mif- 
*'  fortunes  and  anarchy,  ftill  difplays  all  the  fire  of 
f^  youtli ;  and  dares  to  demand  a  government  and 
'*  laws,  as  if  (he  had  but  juft  fprung  into  exiftence.I 
'/  Poland,  though  in  chains,  is  confuking  how  (he 
**  may  preferve  her  liberty ;  for  flic  perceives  with- 
^^  in  herfelf  that  force  which  all  the  rage  of  tyran- 
'*  ny  cannot  fubdue.  Methinks  it  is  Rome  her- 
*^felfthatl  hold!  befieged,  and  yet  calmly  go- 

^  verning 
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^'  Verning  the  plains  on  which  the  enemy  has  fixed 
^^  his  encampment." 

This  prelude  fhews  how  well  Roufleau  underftood 
the  art  of  dignifying  his-fubjedt,  to  keep  pace  with 
the  elevation  of  hii  ideas  iind  the  brilliancy  of  his 
genius.  A  fimple  palatine  conlults  him  on  the 
means  of  recovering  his  country ;  and  all  at  once 
RpuiHcau  paints  the  whok  Polifti  nation  addrefling 
him^  and  demanding  a  conllitution  and  laws«  Sen- 
sible to  fiich  homage^  he  carrefTes  that  people,  and 
praifes  them  for  their  misfortunes  and  their  courage; 
he  places  before  their  view  a  beautiful  image  of 
Rome,  calm  before  the  enemy,  and  regarding  her* 
felf  always  as  miftrefs  of  thofe  domains  on  which  he 
had  dared  to  fix  his  camp :  and  it  is  to  this  triumph* 
ant  republic  that  he  compares  the  republic  of  Po« 
land,  which  has  not  only  feen  the  enemy  encamp^ 
under  its  eyes,  in  its  provinces,  but  fix  their  domi* 
nion  there ! 

'^  Brave  Polanders!*'  continues  he,  always  be- 
lieving them  attending  to  his  difcourfe,  "  take  care 
**  that  you  feek  not  too  much :  that,  in  thinking  of 
^*  what  you  hope  to  acquire,  you  forget  not  what 
**  you  may  lofe.  Correct,  if  you  can,  the  abufes  off 
*^  your  conftitution,  but  defpife  not  that  which  has 
^*  made  you  what  you  are/' 

Happy  delirium  !  thou  art  the  infpirer  of 
cloqueoce !   how  greatly  muft  the  Polatiders  be 
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indebted  to  their  conflitution,  if  it  is  that  which  has 
made  them  what  they  are  ! 

^^  It  is  in  the  bofom  of  anarchy,  which  you  ab- 
^'  hor,  (continues  this  admirable  enchanter)  that 
*^  thofe  patriotic  fpirits  were  formed  which  have 
^^  guarded  you  from  the  yoke.  They  lay  flura- 
*'  beiing  in  lethargic  rcpofe,  until  .the  temped; 
^^  roufed  them  :  after  having  broken  the  chains 
*^  wliich  were  defiined  for  them,  they  may  feel  the 
*Vfatigue  of  their  labour;  they  may  endeavour 
**  to  ally  the  peace  of  defpotifm  with  the  delights 
**  of  liberty ;  and  thus,  I  fear,  defire  to  unite  cozk 
**  tradictions.  Repofe  and  liberty  appear  to  mc 
**  incompatible  :  we  mufl  chufe  one  of  them." 

•  I  have  Ihewn  w^hat  was  the  origin  of  that  anar- 
chy, of  that  confederacy,  which  roufed  thefe  patri- 
otic fpirits.  The  diflenters,  delirous  of  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  diets,  called  in  the  Ruffians  to  their 
aid:  the  catholic  confederates  united  with  the  diflent- 
ers and  the  Ruffians :  a  civil  war  enfued,  and  ex- 
tended its  ravages  over  Poland.  Where  then  has 
been  the  happy  confequence  of  this  roufing? 

•  Is  it  a  faft,  oh  Roulfcau!  that  repofe  and 
"liberty  are  incompatible  ?  Have  they  never  mutu- 
ally cxifted  in  any  of  the  Swifs  cantons  ? 

In  the  courfe  of  this  flight  of  enthufiaftic  rcpub- 
licanifm  there  appears  one  great  truth;  it  is  this: 
*'  There  never  can  be  a  good  and  folid  conflitution 
5^  but  where  the   law   reigns   in    men's   hearts : 

whilil 
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*^  whiift  the  legiflative  power  extends  not  there, ' 
*^  the  laws  will  be  always  eluded.'' 

Roufleau  acknowledges  tl^e  difficulty  of  moving 
the  hearts  of  mankind,  and  of  attachins  them  to 
their  country  and  their  laws :  juflice  appears  to  him 
infufficient;  becaufe  *^  juftice  is,  like  health,  a 
**  good  which  we  enjoy  without  perceiving  it." 
What  then  does  he  depend  on  for  accomplilhing  an 
end  fo  truly  defirable  ?  He  fcarcely  dares  to  de- 
clare it  ^*  the  fports  of  children  :  the  inftitutions 
^^  which  appear  trivial  to  fuperficial  men,  but 
^^  which  form  our  deareft  habits ;  our  invifible  at- 
*'  tachments.'*  This  is  the  idea  of  a  ver}'  refined 
mind  :  but  neither  Poland,  nor  the  age  in  which  it 
was  exprefled,  were  worthy  of  receiving  it.  Such  a 
fuggeftion  might  be  of  fervice  to  a  new  people  :  it 
is  tp  them  alone  that  thofe  patriotic  fetes,  arid  na- 
tional inftitutions,  which  remain  long  imprefled 
upon  the  memory,  fliould  be  propofed  :  among 
fuch,  the  citizens  who  are  all  brothers;  the  men 
who  become  all  children,  enter  with  tranfport  into 
tbefe  amiable  fports  under  the  obfcrvation  of  their 
country ;  which,  like  a  tender  mother,  feems  to 
take  part  in  their  pleafurcs. 

But,  in  a  country  where  the  noble  defpifes  the 
citizen ;  where  the  peafant  dares  not  behold  the 
face  of  his  mafter ;  where  mifery  and  riches  mark 
the  two  clafles  of  individuals,  and  place  them  at 
fuch  an  injmenfe  diftance,  how  Ihall  we  hope  to  fee 
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thofc  chcarful  familiarities ;  thofc  touching  effu* 
fions ;  thofe  happy  interminglings  which  make  4 
whole  country  but  one  city,  and  all  the  inhabitanu 
but  one  family  ?  Alas !  how  unfortunate,  to  havf 
Truth  herfelf  ftand  in  oppofition  to  thefc  fwect  day* 

drcamst 

Roufleau  advifes  the  Polanders  to  give  eclat  to  all 
the  patriotic  virtues  by  honours,  by  public  rewards ; 
to  inftitute  a  folemn  feftival,  in  which  (hould  be 
made  the  eulogy  of  thofe  who  had  the  honour,  of 
fuffering  for  their  country  in  the  chains  of  her  encr 
mies :  but  he  diiTuades  theD&  from  permitting,  iii 
thefe  periodical  folemnities,  any  invedtives  againft 
the  Ruffians.  ^^  You  ought  (fays  he  to  the  Polando 
'*  ers)  to  defpifc  them  too  much  to  hate  thenu" 

He  applauds  them  for  having  preferved  a  pecu* 
culiar  drefs.  "  Do  you  exaftly  the  contrary  of 
*^  what  the  Czar  boafted  of  having  done  :  and  let 
'^  neither  the  king  nor  the  fenators  wear  any  other 
*^  garments  than  thofe  of  the  nation.** 

This  principle,  which  appears  a  fimpleone,  abounds 
with  wifdom.  I  have  never  obfcrved,  without  con* 
cem,  the  French  nation  adopting  the  fafhions  of  a 
people  who,  after  having  ftirniftied  them  with  mo» 
dels,  induced  them  to  buy  the  materials  for  mak- 
ing them.  The  pretended  citizen  who  gloried  in 
being  drcfled  a  /*  Engloife  (as  an  Englilhman)  was 
but  a  bad  Frenchman,  who  ruined  the  manufadures 
ef  his  country ;  who  enriched  the  foreigner;  and  who 

pre- 
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IH^pared  the  emigration  of  thofe  manufa<^urera 
who  were  driven  by  wafK  into  another  kingdom^i 
where  their  induftry  was  called  for  in  the  manufac- 
turing of  what  was  afterwards  to  draw  away  the.  mo- 
ney of  the  country  they  had  quitted. 

Let  the  drefs  of  the  Englilh  be  fombrous  and 
uniform  as  their  thoughts :  but  let  the  French  ra- 
ther adopt  a  national  habit^  which  characterizes 
grace  and  amiablenefs ;  and  let  that  habit  owe  no- 
thing to  the  labour  of  the  foreign  artizan  :  thus  (hall 
the  French  continue  to  excel  all  other  nations  in 
4heir  tafte,  as  they  have  done  ia  their  knowledge, 
if  the  Englifhman^  who  goes  to  Paris,  can  fancy 
kimfelf  fttU  in  London,  it  would  be  better  for  him 
to  have  remained  at  home,  where  he  had  other  tics 

^o  hold  him.  In  a  word,  I  would  rather  fee  a  free 
ftnd  lively  originality,  than  a  fervile  and  dull  imi- 
tation. 

Roufieau  was  willing  to  have  the  Polanders 
amufc  themfelves  even  more  than  the  people  of 
other  countries,  but  it  mud  be  in  a  different  man- 

-tier.      **  I  would  (fays  he)  reverfe  an  execrable 

.  '^  proverb,  and  have  the  people  of  Poland  fay 
*^  from  the  bottom  of  their  hearts,  tdi  patria,  ibi  ^r- 

'1^  fUy  where  our  country  iSy  there  is  our  bappinefs.^' 
What  a  pity  that  the  man  who  was.fo  fenfible  that  in 
wir  country  only  we  can  be  happy,  fhould  never  find 
happinefs  in  his  own  !  Was  it  the  fault  of  Roulfcftu^ 
cr  of  Geneva,  that  he  did  not  ?  It  was  the  fault 
of  RoufTcau^  if  he  abandoned  his  republic,  if  he 
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quitted  his  patcrnalcottage,  that;he  might  winder 
as  his  pafCons  direAed  hinx:  aiid  if  he  preferred  thf 
independence  of  indigence  ;  the  uncertainty  of  his 
occupations ;  to  a  fubmi/fion  to  labour;  and  there* 
gularity.of  a  fedentary  life.  But  it  was  the.fiiulcof 
Geneva,  if^  after  having  derived  from  this  fingle 
citizen  more  celebrity,  more  glory  than  (he  gained 
from  all  her  miniders,  all  the  members  of  her  coun- 
cil, fhe  opened  not  her  bofom  to  him  :  and  if,  in- 
ftead  of  offering  him  an  honourable  afylum  from 
perfecution,  fhe  had  the  bafenefs  to  unite  with  his 
perfecutors.  But,  after  all,  his  faults  have  a  claim 
to  indulgence  ;  for,  if  Roufieau  bad  neither  loved 
nor  inhabited  any  country  but  his  own,  he  would 
never  probably  have  entered  the  lyceum  with  the  air 
of  a  vigorous  gladiator  againfl  the  defenders  of  our 
inflitutions :  he  would  not  have  been  infpired  with 
thofe  fentiments  which  gave  birth  to  the  Nap 
Eloife :  the  author  of  Emelius  had  never  imagined 
Sophia,  and  the  Savoyard  Vicar  had  remained  mute 
upon  his  native  mountains. 

If,  after  the  iniquitous  ^rr^/  which  CQndemned  to 
the  flames  a  work  dedicated  to  Nature,  Geneva  had 
crowned  with  flowers  the  writer  to  whom  fhe  had 
given  birth;  if  flie  had  changed  her  refentment 
into  continual  homage,  his  indignant  mind  had 
not  overturned  with  the  lever  of  genius  all  the 
conftitutions  of  Europe,  and  made  known  to  affo* 
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the  power  of  axi  individuaL 

The  author  of  the  L^etter  on  the  Spedades  of 
France  prefcribes  to  the  Poianders  thole  of  a  tct^ 
different  kind : 

"  X4et  the  great  and  the  rich  enjoy  nothing  ex- 
**  clufively;.  let  there  be  many  fpeftacles  in  the 
**  open  air,  where  the  ranks  are  carefully  diftin- 
**  guifhed,  but  where  tlie  people  are  all  equally  ad- 
**  mitted,  as  with  the  ancients;  and  where^  oncer- 
^'  tain  occarions^  the  young  nobility  may  make  trial 
**  oftheiraddrefsandftrength.  The circufcs,  where 
•*  the  youths  of  Poland  were  wont  heretofore  to  ex- 
*'  ercife  themfelves,  lliould  be  carefully  rc*efti- 
^^  bliflied;  and  theatres  of  honour  and  emulation 
'*  fliould  be  made  for  them :  the  management  of 
¥*  horfes  is,  for  inftancc,  very  proper  for  the  Po^ 
^f  landers ;  and  very  fufceptible  of  the  eclat  of  a 
^'  fpedacle.;* 

Nothing  can  be  more  wife  than  thefe  precepts ; 
nothing  more  true  than  thefe  ideas.  How  much 
more  is  the  mind  afFefted  by  grand  fpectacles  dif- 
played  in  the  glory  of  a  fine  day,  than  by  thofo 
which  are  reprefented  in  obfcure  halls,  which  re- 
ceive j|o  light  but  that  from  their  luftres  I  I  ftill 
repiember  the  pleafure  I  experienced  at  feeing  a 
young  horfeman  manage,  to  the  found  of  martial 
mufic,  two  horfes  which  ran  under  his  feet.  The 
gracefulncfs  of  his  movements;  the  elegance  and 

light. 
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lightnefs  of  his  drefs ;  and  the  ftanddrd  whiclilie 
waved  in  his  hand ;  gave  him  the  air  of  an  Apolio* 
The  women  followed  him  with  their  looks,  and 
called  him  in  their  emotions  by  names  eicpreffito 
ef  every  thing  that  was  charming,  I  had  an  op- 
portunity of  feeing  the  fame  fpedacle  a  few  years 
after  in  an  inclofed  place,  where  day-light  was  ex- 
cliided  :  there  were  the  fame  horfes ;  the  fame 
rider;  the  fame  habit;  thefan^e  dexterity;  but  there 
was  not  the  fame  plcafure. 

In  Spain  the  bull-fights ;  at  Rome  the  mces  of 
korfcs,  which  difputed  the  prize  with  no  other  cbn- 
duftor  than  the  ardour  of  outrunning  each  other, 
made  fo  ftrong  an  impreffion  only  becaufe  the 
brightnefs  of  the  day  added  to  the  beauty  of  the 
Ipeftacle. 

If  you  would  habituate  men  to  the  language  of 
love  alone ;  if  you  would  render  them  fenfible  to 
nothing  but  the  fongs  of  Syrens;  if  you  would  have 
them  affefted  only  by  lafcivious  dances;  detach 
them  from  nature ;  offer  none  but  fiftitious  amtife- 
nients  to  their  view,  and  your  theatres  will  accom- 
plifti  the  defign.  But  if  on  the  contrary  you 
would  have  warriors,  implant  in  their  minds  the 
germs  of  noble  paflions ;  place  in  their  view  the 
heroes  of  Homer.  They  guided  not  chariots ;  they 
defied  not  each  other  in  obfcure  halls.  Ajax  darted 
nOt  his  lances  towards  a  moveable  fccne.  But, 
I  perceive  that  1  am  fuffering  myfclf  to  be  hurried 

away 
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panakiog  hU  deliriiKu^ 

The  legiAator  of  Poland  regards  national  educa«> 
tioQ  as  one  of  the  mod  important  points :  ^'  An 
**  mfant  (fciys  hc),fliould,  upon  opening  his  cyes^ 
f  ^  behoid  bis  country ;  and,  to  the  moment  of  his 
^*  death,  ht  (hould  fee  nothing  but  his  country.  At 
**  the  age  of  twenty  years  a  Polander  ought  to  be 
^*  nothing  but  a  Polander :  I  would  have  him  in 
**  learning  to  read  learn  from  books  which  give 
•^  an  account  of  his  country ;  at  ten  years  old 
**  he  (hould  know  all  its  productions :  at  twelve^ 
^^  all  the  provinces,  all  the  roade^  all  the  cities  :  a; 
*^  fifteen  he  (hould  be  mafter  of  its  hiftory ;  at 
^*  iixteen,  o(  its  laws :  and  there  Ihould  not  have 
**  been,  from  the  earlicft  ages  of  Poland,  one 
•*  glorious  adion,  nor  one  illuftrious  perfon,  with 
•*  which  his  memory  and  his  heart  (hould  not 
^*  be  full ;  and  of  which  he  (hould  not  be  able 
•*  inftantly  to  give  an  account.'* 

It  muft  be  allowed  that  fuch  an  education  would 
be  very  fuperior  to  that  which  is  given  at  fo  muck 
cxpence  to  the  young  people  of  France ;  who  learn 
every  thing  except  what  they  ought  to  know.  They 
are  acquainted  with  all  the  fables  of  ancient  hifto* 
jry,  and  ignorant  of  all  the  truths  of  their  own.  If 
you  fpeak  to  them  of  Cyrus  orij^erxes,  they  will 
repeat  to  you  their  words  ;^  they  will  recite  their 
adions  f  they  will  i^ew  ycr^  the  rpines  which  they 

purfued. 
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purfued.  But  if  you  queftion  them  concerning  tht 
heroic  achievements  of  Bayard ;  of  Duguefclin  :  if 
you  pronounce  to  them  the  names  of  Sugar,  of 
d'  Amboife,  they  feem  as  if  they  were  tranfported 
into  fome  unknown  world.  They  are  not  ignorant 
of  the  caufes  of  the  trouble,  the  faftions  which 
agitated  the  Roman  republic ;  but  you  muft  Jiot 
queftion  them  refpeAing  the  dilTentions  whiclthavc 
embroiled  the  monarchy  under. which  they  exift: 
and  the  names  of  the  provinces  are  forgotten  be* 
fore  they  know  how  they  have  been  united  to 
France. 

Roufleau  infifts,  and  with  rcafon,  on  the  adr 
vantages  of  a  public  education :  he  would  hayjp^ 
founded,  in  all  colleges,  in  all  academies,,  gratui- 
tous places,  which  fhould  not  be  granted  in  the 
manner  of  charities  to  the  indigent,  but  as  rewards 
to  the  children  of  men  who  had  faithfully  ferved 
their  country :  and  that  fuch  children  fliouW  be 
without  exception,  preferred  before  others  of  the 

fame  age. 

He  highly  commends  an  inftitution  at  Bern,, 
which  is  called  r  Etat  exterienry  (the  reprefentation 
of  the  ftate)  which  is  a  copy,  in  miniature,  of  eve- 
ry thiijg  which  compofcs  the  government  of  the  re- 
public :  the  fcnatc  ;  the  avoycr,  or  principal  magi- 
ftate;  officers;  door-keepers;  orators;  caufes; 
and  decifions.  '^  This  inftitution,  authorized,  pro^ 
^'  teftcd  by  the  fovereign,  is,  (fays  Rpufleau)  the 

fcmi- 
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•*  feminary  of  thofe  ftatefmcn,  who  (hall  one  day 
'*  fill  in  reality  thofe  very  offices,  whofe  fundions 
**  they  now  exercife  only  in  fport/* 

Who  knows  whether  we  may  not  hereafter  fee  in 
France,  where  a  taftc  for  imitation  prevails  more  than 
in  any  other  country,  our  young  ftudents  forming  an 
aiTembly;  eledling  prefidents  and  fecretaries;  making 
motions;  paffing decrees;  and  preparing  themfelves, 
as  at  Bern,  to  become  the  reprefentatives,  the  muni- 
cipal officers  of  their  country.  Thefe  cxercifes  would, 
at  the  fame  time,  form  young  men  to  habits  of  ora- 
tory; develop  the  faculties  of  their  minds;  give 
them  ideas  of  legillation ;  accuftom  them  to  obfervc 
order  and  form,  even  in  the  amufements  of  infan- 
cy ;  and  familiarize  them  to  grave  thoughts  and  fo- 
ber  reafoning.  The  municipalities  (hould  ordain 
priz^es  for  thofe  who,  in  fuch  public  exercifes,  Ihould 
give  the  beft  definition  of  what  is  a  man's  country; 
who  (hould  (hew  the  duties  of  a  citizen  in  the  moft 
confpicuous  manner;  who  fhould  explain  himfelf 
moft  terfly  on  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  a  decree,;  or 
who  fliould  underftand  moftperfedlly  all  the  branches 
of  a  department.  Latinifts  would  be  then  lefs  ho- 
noured, but  citizens  would  be  more  encouraged. 

RoulTeau,  in  the  chapter  which  fucceeds  that 
on  education,  confoles  the  Polanders  by  anticipa^ 
tion,  for  the  lofs  of  the  provinces  ufurpcd  from 
them.  ^^  It  is  aftonifliing,  (fays  he)  it  is  aprodigy^ 
y  that  the  va(l  extent  of  Poland  has  not  already 

**  operated 
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**  opeiAtcd  a  change  in  its  government,  and  produCtd 
••  dclpotifm.  It  is  a  unique  example  ih  hiftory,  tltat 
«*  fuch  a  (late,  after  fo  many  ages, .^«wf W jW//  beymtf 
•'  in  anarchy  J^  He  attributes  this  dday  to  the  Polifh 
laws :  but  thcfe  laws  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
better,  if  they  had  prevented  that  political  diflbhs- 
tion,  to  which  no  ftate  could  be  reduced  but  by  a 
violent  crifis^ 

He  propofes  to  the  Polanders,  to  contraft  their  li- 
mits ;  to  divide  their  country  into  different  ftates* 
"  I  would  (fays  he)  that  you  had  as  many  as  pala- 
•*  tinates.  Eftablifh  in  each  of  thefe  as  many  parti- 
*^cular  adminiftrations ;  perfeft  the  forni  of  the 
*'  dictines ;  extend  their  authority  in  their  relpcAiv* 
•'  palatinates :  but  carefully  mark  the  bounds  tf 
*•  that  authority :  and  let  there  be  nothing  to  break 
^*  the  common  bond  of  legiflation,  and  of  fubor« 
•*  dination  in  the  body  of  the  republic.  In  a  word 
•*  apply  yourfelves  to  extending  and  bringing  to 
*•  perfeftion  the  fj'ftem  of  federal  gorvernmentSi 
•*  which  alone  unite  theadvantages  of  large  and  fhlall 
*•  ftates,  and  are  therefore  only  proper  for  you.*' 

If  this  advice  did  not  prove  beneficial  to  Po* 
land,  it  has  been  of  fervicc  to  France.  Each  de- 
partment of  that  kingdom  will  be  a  fmal!  ftate  :  and 
thus  the  monarchy  will  become  an  aiTemblage  o  Fftiates^ 
confolidated  by  the  fame  legiflation;  the  fame  pri- 
vileges ;  the  fame  national  reprefentation ;  the  ikkne 
executive  po^'cr;  and  the  AghAtion  of  perturbed 

fpirics^ 
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fpirits,  th^  commotions  excited  by  the  pafllions^  si£):» 
ipgupon  this  general  mafs  will  be  like  the  waves  rolling 
^^aioft  arock^  which  purify  without  overturning  ic^ 

.^he.dbapter^  in  which  Roufieau  difplays  all  the 
force  of.  hi%  talents,  is  that  on  the  divifion  of  the  or* 
iderak,:  ^*  1  bwc  obfcrved  (fays  he)  that  govera^ 
".  joji^nw  are  fcarcely  ever  fpoken  of,  without  being 
•*  defcribed  in  a  falfc  or  ambiguous  manner.  The 
''■  c^ublic  of  Poland  is  frequently  faid  to  be  com^ 
•*,|hrfe4.  of  three  orders :  the  equeflxian  order ;  the 
^^  fenate;  and  the  king.  I  fliould  rather  fay,  chat 
*f  the  Poliih  nation  is  compofed  of  three  orders :  of 
f^-^fbi^  nobles,  who  are  every  thing;  the  burgefles» 
^hp.^^e  nothing;  and  the  peasants,  who  are  lefii 
l^a^  nothing.'' 

^  After  having  (hewn  that,  according  to  the  ex« 
iiibing  conftitution,  the  nuncios,  who  reprelent  the 
whole  body  of  nobles,  have  alone  the  right  of  mak* 
k)g.  l^ws,  he  adds,  ^^  but  the  law  of  nature;  that 
'!.bi>Ly  ioxprefcriptable  law,  which  fpeaks  in  the 
^^^|eart  of  man,  and  addrelTes  hia  reafon,  will  nor 
^'|>enx^it  them  thus  to  confine  the  legiiktive  au« 
*^  dioritgf ;  nor  allow  the  laws  tx>  bind  any  perfon 
*,Vwhohas  not  perfonally  voted  for  them,  as  thtf 
V  auncios  have  done ;  or  who  has  not  at  lead  vote4 
'^b>(  their  reprefenutives>  as  is  the  cafe  with  (h^ 
^f..liobles.  This  facred  law  of  nature  is  not  to  be  vioj 
\^^  iMCid  with  impunity ;  and  the  (lat9  of  weakn<£^ 
jt.yf^yflf^,!^  finds  itfelfrcdiicedYis 

,*:-,;  '^  the 
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^  the  work  of  that  feudal  barbarifm  which  CMi  pff 
'^  from  the  boily  of  the  ftate^  the  moft  m^meroiiSy  and 
"  fometimcs  the  founded  part  of  its  membl^s."  . 
What  time  have  thefe  beautiful  and  precious  ideas 
Fcquired  to  throw  forth  their  bloflbms  !  and  how 
foany  modern  writers  have  adorned  their  works 
with  them,  without  pointing  out  the  fource  from 
whence  they  were  drawn  I  That  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple who  were  allowed  the  (hadow.  of  reprefentationy 
as.in  the  laft  dates,  have  never  had  a  mure  eloquent 
defender.  ... 

If  men  are  bound  to  obey  only  thofe  laws,  to 
which  they  have  confented  perfonally,  or  by  their 
leprefentatives,  might  not  the  French  have  been  fof  • 
,  ages  juftilied  in  faying,  **  Can  you  punifti  us  foe* 
^f  4if^beying  laws^  which  are  not  laws  for  us } 
*f  Have  we  ever  confented  to  fow  the  ground  for 
'^.nourilhing  the  animals  dedined  for  your  plea* 
*i.Gjr.e3  ?.  Are  we  obliged  to  deny  ourfelves.  the 
•*  provifions  neceflary  to  fuftain  us,  when  nature' • 
*fj>tftr?.them  gratuitoufly,  becaufe  we  cannot  pay 
•^  the  epormous  price  which  you  fet  upon  them.?. 
•'.Have  we  authorized  the  courts  of  jufticc  to  brand 
^V  us,  to  transform  us  into  galley  Haves,  -when  we 
*^  cannot  pay  a  fine  of  two  hundred  livres  ?  Was 
^^  our  con  lent  obtained  before  a  tax  was  levied  up* 
'f  on  our  heads,  which  has  been  progreflively  in* 
V  creafe€(  in  proportion  to  our  wcaknefs,  and  to 
V;the  pcj;a/ions.whic^^it&  s^iTeirors,  creat.ed  ?     Was 


md    • 
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«<"dt$f  will  corifiilt«d  itf  ^Jtttjthg  to  tliof^  whd  pUced 
^^'itat'iL  WxA  tonfidefncfc  ite  the  court  of  Rome^ 
**  the  rigBtli' of  txfett,  or  cVen  fcjnriturc?  Was 
**  #  by  otiir  <!dii(etit  that  a  privileged  petfon  could 
•*  ftftnmbn  ta  from  a  remote  part  of  our  proi 
*'  ViftceSjtoippiarbcfore  his  private  tribunal;  and 
*'  *<hauft  our  means  by  the  expctice  of  the  jour* 
**  licqr  and  of  watting  his  plesfure,  before  he  per- 
"tttftted  us  to  demand  juftice  ?  Was  our  concur- 
*'  rertce  required  for  creating  that  multitude  of  ap* 
^'  pointthents,  which  gave  to  thofe  who  obtained 
<^'  them  the  right  of  calling  upon  us  the  burden  of 
^*  flie  land*tax^  from  which  they  were  dius  fet  free  j 
'*  and  of  regarding  themfelves  at  once  u  beings  of 
**■  a  fuperior'  order  ? ' 

''^  If  thefe  unjuft  and  extravagant  laWs  arfe  rtn* 
^'  d^ed  null,  by  the  want  of  general  coAfent,  arer 
'^  hot  all  the  deciiions^  all  the  regulations^  made  A 
^^confequence  of  them,  a  mere  coUeftion  of  ini« 
«» titmies  r 

But '  1  will  ftop  here,  and  retutn  to  Roofleaa^ 
who  has  more  right  than  I  have  to  attenrion* 
'  **^  I  perceive  (fays  he  to  the  Folaimkn)  the  difi* 
''^  cillty  of  enfianchissidg  your  pebple.  I  am  afraid, 
^^  not  only  of  the  fklfe  ideaf  of  their  own  intiereft ; 
«*  the  felf-love,  and  the  prejudicet  of  the  maflers ; 
'*  buti  thefe  obftaclcs  overcome,  }  (hould  fear  thf 
'^  vicef  and  bafeiiefs  of  the  ftris.  Liberty  (tdtt^' 
'<  tinuel  Rouffeati)  ia  a  wfaokfomt  •UtteM/  bOi 

"Vol.  L  U  '« hard 
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^/  hard  of  cii^cftion ;  and  found  ftomad^s  alonccM 
'^  bear  it.  I  laugh  at  thofe  dcbafed  mea  who^  fuff- 
^^  fering  thcmfeivcs  to  be  linked  cogechei:  .in  in 
*'  confederacy,  dare  to  talk  of  liberty  widiQUteveo 
having  an  idea  of  what  it  is;  and  who,  with 
hearts  tilled  with  all  the  \iccs  of  Hayes,  iioagpe 
that  to  be  free  they  need  only  be  mutiaous* 
Proud  and  holy  Liberty !  if  thefe  poor  people 
^^  could  but  underftand  thee ;  if  they  knew  ,ac  i^ybac 
^'  a  price  thou  muft  be  obtained  and  prelcryed;  if 
^*  they  wer^  fcnfible  how  much  more  rigorous  thy 
^\  laws  arc  found,  than  is  the  harfli  yoke  pf  cyraxipyY 
*'  their  feeble  minds,  enflaved  by  the  pq^ions  vfbidk 
'/  they  muft  fupprefs,  would  dread  thee  a  hundred 
'*  times  more  than  lci*vitudc." 
,  Who  (hall  dare  to  fpeak  after  thefe  eloquent  fen- 
tences?  Let  us  repeat  them;  publiHi  thcm^p.  pUce 
them  under  the  eyes  of  all  thofc  whoafpire  to- liberty. 
People  of  France !  he  dillcmbles  not  with  you^ 
it  is  to  you  tliat  this  Icgiflator  addreifes  hinxTeif : 
but  .you  were  not  then  what  you  are  at  this  day. 
Who  could  have  forefeen  that  you  would  be  capa- 
ble  of  making  fuQJx  facriliccs  !  tliat  you  would  have 
given  your  fortunes,  your  labours  to  tlie  public  I 
that  you  would  have  renounced,  your, frivoloufnefs, 
to  occupy  yourfelye^.  whoJl^-.witk  the  .grand  ideas, 
which  elevate  your  minds !  that- . y pj^ir  prejudices, 
would  all  difippeai:  before  .iiiblimff  wifdQni!,:Xlut 
you  wotild  render  homage  to  patriot ifm,,ia what r. 


^er'Cliifs  ft  waS  Idlfpliyeid  >  But '  forgive^  Forgive 
itiiAjiRkd  fbif^nbt  cXpeaiiig  froni  you  fuch  an  afto-- 
niftiin^  rifircjUutioh  ih  your  manners  and  ih  your 

•^^^^Tb'ifiCnfrtuichize  (continues  he)  the  people  of 
*^  PbTihd^  ¥6ul^  be  a  grand  and  an  admirable  ope- 
**'ticdcfh^V  but  It /is  alfo  a  bold  and  perilous  one, 
*^'ii^ith  ought  ri6t  to  be  attempted  inconfideratdy* 
^  'Ain6ng  the  precautions  Which  muft  be  previouf- 
**  ly taken,  there  is  one  which  cannot  be  difpenfcd 
^  t\'ith,^'and  which  requires  time  :  the  peafants  who 
^^•'ift  to  be  freed,  muft  firft  be  rendered  worthy  of^ 
'*  iVid  able  'to  fupport  freedom." 

^ 'The  means  which  he  advifes  for  attaining  this 
important  point  are,  **  There  (hould  be  eredcd  a 
**"  rtriforiil  committee,  to  which  (hould  be  invited 
^'  hbt  the  clergyman  of  every  parifti,  but  fuch  as 
*'  irt  Judged  worthy  of  the  honour;  and  the  el* 
^  deri  and  refpeftable  houfekeepers  of  all  the  ftates 
"  ilhtftrld  alfo  be  called  upon.  This  committee 
<*  fhould  examine  particularly  into  the  wants  of  fa- 
*>  milies  overburdened  with  infirm  members,  with 
*^  widows  or  orphans,  and  a  proportionate  provi- 
**  fion  Ihould  be  made  for  them  out  of  the  fiind 
*^  raifed  by  the  gratuitous  contributions  of  the  pro* 
*^  vince  ;  which  ^ould  be  a  tax  on  charity  fo  much 
^  the  lefs  oppreffive,  as  there  ought  not  to  be 
^*  fuffered  throughout  all  Poland  either  beggars  or 
♦*  hofpitals. 
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**  The  priticipal  buiinefs  of  t&ts  committee  fiiould 

**  be  to  prepare,  from  &ithFiil  relations,  conrobo- 

**  rated  by  general  report^  a  lift  of  tKofe  peaCiho 

'^  who  had  diftinguiJhed  tliemfelves  by  tficir  gpbd 

*'  conduct,   application  to    hufbandr^^    morality^ 

"  care  of  their  families,  and  by  propcrty'pcrforiQ-^ 

**  ing  all  the  duties  of  their  fituitibo.    Thb  lift 

^^  (hould  be  afterwards  prefcnted'to  the  cti^tiiie» 

**  which  (hould  feleft  from  it  a  certain  humber^ 

*'  fixed  by  law,   to  be ' franc hTz cd  ;  and  provide  a 

**  fuitable  indemnification  for  their  patrons^  by  «1- 

*^  lowing  them  to  enjoy  fortK:  exemptions^  (bm't 

'^  privileges,  or  feme  advantages,  awarded  to  each 

*^  patjron  in  proportion  ro  the  number  of  his  pca- 

"  fants  who  were  found  worthy  of  liberty:    fdt 

^' thefe  indemnifications  Ihdnld  be   bedewed' in 

**  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  cnfranchifemcht'  dP  a 

^*  bond-man  rtiould,  inftcad  of  being  injurioliS  t5 

^'  the  mafter,  prove  honourable  and  advantagebusf 

*^  to  him.     In  order  to  avoid  any  abufes,  this  cn- 

*^  franchil'cment  Ihoiild  not  be  pcrfornacd  by  the 

^•'  mailers  but  by  the  dietincs,  and  only  to  a  cer- 

^  tain  number  fixed  by  law." 

There  is  no  warmth,  nor  flow  of  eloquence  ih' 
this  paflagc;  but  what  wifdom,  what  difcretion  docs 
it  difplay !  How  cautious  and  wary  the  author  ap: 
pears  in  every  fenlcnce  !  and  how  unlike  thofe  ex- 
cravagjint  innovaters  who  know  only  extremes! 
If  the  national  affcmbly  of  France  wrfe  not  dircflr- 
••     •^  ed 


jtd  f^theie  principli^  of  juftice  axid  pro^^BCjt^  we 
ibould  have  ieen  decrees  iflued  from  its  bofofOL 

vlikh  inuft  have  caufed  the  mod  dreadful  tumidt)  • 

•  -•»•.■.■"••.••*  ■».■■  ■  ' 

the  bonds  %3i  fervmide  had  been  broken  at  QQP 
uroi^e  tbroiigl^out  the  French  colonies :  thf  pro« 
prietor  had  'been  obIig(»l  to  abandon  his  habitation 
lx>  ^is  n^oes^  and  fiy  to  a  town  for  (belter  from  the 
tranipqns  of  imbridled  libeny  :  in  a  little  time  the 
]and|s  had  lain  uncultivated ;  and  produced  nothing 
but  wild  crops  of  little  value :  the  Creole,  ruined 
and  dmitute  of  hope^  had  not  been  able  to  ful- 
fil his  mercantile  engagements :  and  the  maritime 
towns  of  Fra&ce.  wounded  by  the  blow  which  had 
ftncken  down  their  debtors,  would  have  experi- 
enpi^  the, mod  terrible  revolutions.  But  t  will 
ven^q^  to  prediAj  that  an  aflembly^  from  whence 
on)y  egyitable  aipd  Jalutary  decrees  ought  to  iflue^ 
wfi)  .refifi  fuch  a  premature  fyftem,  and  not  mak^ 
0ie  .nation  pay  fo  dearly  for  that  liberty^  which 
(hould  be  merited  before  it  is  obtained  *. 

^  After  the.  feeds  of  mifchief  had  been  difleminated  and  nntfed 
tn  the  French  Weft  India  Iflandt  by  the  declaration  of  rights,,  and 
by  a..fiibi€qi]cnt  reiblution  of  the  national  a^embly  to  admit  the 
mdatjHSy  or  feofk  rf  colour ,  to  an  eqaal  participation  with  French- 
Qien  in  all  the  rights  of  citizens,  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  from 
«rhiii€  meaTore,  except  diat  retrograde  courfe  advifbd  by  Abb^  Ray« 
nal^'M.  de  la  Croix  coiild  libpe  for  the  ^prevention  of  thofe  evifo 
WUcfa  he  defcribes ;  and  which  are  now  all  exifting,  with  a  thou* 
fand  id(rtitk$al  ^kGomflances  of  horror^  in  the  French  coloaiet. 

U  3  The 
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Certainly  if  Roulfffiu,  fo  psffionatfeljr^  fond  fef  in^ 
dcpttidence,  and  whofe  heart  ^-as  filled  -with^tiMi 
firft  right  of  man;  hefitated  to  grant  wiiihom  di«' 
tdnSdon  liberty  to  European  hufbandmen^'ifht 
was  difpofed  to  have  it  made  this  prize  of  vthdc; 
if  he  required  the  republic  of  Poland  to  indemlify 
the  mafter  of  the  enfranchized  vs^U ;  b€  ?  woidd 

The  fundamental  dogmas  of  their  declarat^pn  pf  |igh^,^^^J^ 
man  is  hern  an  J  muft  continue  free  :  aod  tli^t/reedcm  ir  an  inatieaaBIim 
an  impre/criftjile  right,  of 'which  man  cannot  he  Jepri*vcahj  anj  p^'u:er^ 
or  even  renounce  hy  his  trjun  a3.  -»  •=   . 

After  folcmnly  promulgitin]^  thh  d^elir2ti6fi  'of  rf^Hts  t^ilFcer 
ptedging  themfelves  to  mairnaiii  inriolaie  eveiy  pucjof  a  ttmflki^' 
tution  of  which  it  formed  (he,bafis«  what  but  Hif9ric^iaa8«fUir$S»« 
tion^  and  mailacre.^ould  be  e^cpe^ed,  when  in  dire^l  cqntradidiciil 
of  the  principles  they  had  fwQrn  to  defend,  the  national  affeniblY 
l^epetaat'ed  the'flavery  of  the  blacks  ^  and  after  reiclndiiig'tlici^  de- 
cree in  favour^of  the  mulaftosy  or  feepU  ufcolmry  left-  the  boloniiraf- 
femblies  (from  a  deiire  undoubtedly  of  hiiving  that  done  whickikejr  , 
were  albamcd  to  do)  to  determine  whether  this  xpixed  breq4pf  hi^ 
man  animals  {hould>  in  compliment  to  thf  white  tinge  is. their  cqmr 
plcxion*  be  regarded  as  men»  or  funk  into  the  clafs  of  their  negro 
parents,  and  excluded  with  them  from  all  the  rights  attributed  to 
to  rational  creatures  ? 

Was  it  not  authorizing,  provoking  the  ilaves  of  their  iilan^i  to 
rebel,  by  fir^  holding  out  to  them  that,  as  men,  tkey  hid  ^i^  indifr 
putable  right  to  freedom,  and  then  infulting  them,  by  perpetuating, 
their  bondage  ?  And  does  not  the  blood  of  thofe  who  have  fallen 
vidlims  to  the  fury  of  difappointed  hope,  to  the  cruelty  offavage 
deipafr,  reft  upon  the  heads  of  thofe  men  whofe yj^Vf  and  prudam 
have  occ8iit>ned  the  fcenes  of  devailation  and  flaughur  whicH  ara- 
now  exhibited  in  the  French  Weft  India  iflands? 

have 


.  *  J?/  y^h  fames  Bxafffe^M.-^  ^  v  ^ 

lmvdi>ferTaf !  from  ^^t ending  that;  withoiie  pise- 
pieraifon^  iritHtoiitindciraiKyi  alltbcflavcsof  Am«^ 
rica  taught  to  be  fet  free;  and  left  ta  wander  ab^ft 
in^idlenc&f '100  the  foil  which  could  be  cukivttie* 
Qidyrliy  their  hands.  v^ 

/fBnciiiss  is  dwelling  too  long  on  a  fubjet^t^  whick 
dbinfpire  nonfe  but' melancholy  ttioughtsv  I'-will 
ttnm  from  it,  and  obferve  how  this  true  friend  of 
AifekSntfdtVfelopfes  his  projeft.'  "  When  Ccon- 
•*■  tiriues  he)  they  (halt  have  fucceffively  enfraii^ 
**  chized  a  certain  number  of  families  in  each  can- 
"  ton,  they  may  enfranchize  whole  villages;  intro- 
<fxduc^  trade  among'  them  by  degrees;  affign  rtTi 
•*^fi«fti'fcthe  land, '  4s  prWutc*  projiefty ,  and  fome 
*^!in  common,  as  in  Switzerfend;  and  eftablifli  mu-' 
^'^  jiicipal  officers :  and  when  things  (hall  have  been; 
*^^at  Ipft  brought  into  fuch  a  ftatc  as  will  ad-. 
^  fait  of  it,  without  any  perceptible  rcvohitibn,  tl|C> 
•f'Wbrk  may  be  completed  at  large,  by  rehderirig' 
*^^'^8  ifl  the  right  which  Nature  has*  given  thttfc/" 
^*  of*  participating  in  the  adminiftration  of  tlieTr^ 
**  country,  by  fending  deputies  to  the  dietincs/*  * 
We  muft  remember,  howevcri  that  it  is  to  the 
nobility -df  Poland  that  Rouffeau  addreffeS  xhir 
c^tinfel :  and  that  he  was  obliged,  in  order  to  gaiiiij- 
tiieir  attention,  to  be  favourable  to  their  pride  and" 
their  interefl«  Whj?n  a  writer  docs  not  aim  at  da:&-  • 
zlingithe  minds  of  h is  readers  by  a  glittering  chi«.-' 

mera  of  genius,  but  ftritttifly^'delirte^  to  fjrbdutegbbd,"*^ 

>    .'  U  4  ,  and 
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4a4  be  truly  ufeful.to  ai2»4d.Q4«;t^^^ 
with  the  pafliof^s  of  cpcni.9Mgr9l^fff^^! 
the  obflacles  which  oppofe  hio^k*.  t ,  X^Hf  l^^H^tifB* 
without, wouodiog.  the  nobic^  e^^a^^  to 
pkte  his  deHgn  of  giving  f^cedoi;^  tQ,jJ|;i^.y; 
The  examples  I  haYcpr9.duc*4iai^C  6^ 

Cer  of  my  femark?  on  Poland , prpy^r^l^/i^rfflflffl- 
Veniency  would  have  arifen  from,  i^^y^  Iragfilj j,^jjH{y 
of  all  the  peafants^  and  that  the  pro^rA^f^^KS^ 
^ave  been  well  recompej^rcd  for  that  .ai^jp|ji] jyjjci 
But  it  waa  not  barelya  releafe  from  perfoQ^  ^ylsi^ 
tl^t  Roufieau  fqught  to  obt^iin  for  the  fff^^  ^^ 
\>andmen :  it  was  to  the  dietifies  that  .1^,  ^^^fi^iV' 
copdudt  them^  Is  k  fufficient  for  jx^cfij,  ^hf>.  li^y^JA 
a  republic,  to  ejijoy  the  fimpl?  privilege  ;>£^Iltj;)(^ 
ii2g  in  their  field  as  they  chufe ;  of^  ppjlei^tjfjg  iu 
fruits,  ^d  felling  them  at  their  pleafure?..^.^Qes 
tJhat  conflitute  liberty?  do^s  it  rexidera3i^.f^€i« 
tizen  >  does  it  make  him  a  part  of  th^  %te  ?  .  Ifln* 
doub^dly  it  does  not.  All  the  peaiaqts  of  Poland 
might  be  thus  enfranchifed,  without  becpniipg  by 
it  members  of  the  civil  fociety,  any  mpre  tjjftn,thcy 
vere  before  their  enfranchifement.  That  title  is 
only  acquired  when  they  participate  dieiegifiative 
power  ;  and  make,  in  confequence,  a  part -of^^ 
fovereignty.  This  certain  truth,  this  grand  con- 
ftitutional  principle,  (hews  .the  meaning  of*  that ^uft 
definition  of  the  conftitution  of  Polap^T-^^tf  W/« 
0rf  every  tbin^^  the  iurgejfes  are  nothings  and  the  peafowls 

are 


kfifJ^lkiitmthStpiTi  therefore,  the  pea£mt  we^ 

'bittf-tioliihl^-fiiek^ihe  wou}d  ftiU  be  but  in thc^cati. 

•d{doa'€ft  the  citizen;  that  is^  he  would  be  Hd^ 

difti^;,'    fififur  loog  did  thp  Frpnch  believe  thecof-  , 

fej^tr  tU32ei>5  of  France,  when  they  were  dh^r 

fitiilgdrtt/Ilke  riiofe  of  Pol^^     The  privilege  of 

^{^Uiifajr  to  the  States  Qeneral  in  ap  or^ 

W^Jijifefe^  iw  could  never  have  raifed  th^ 

^jt^tKfli^tilHrf ;  particularly  if  the  votes'  had  nof 

liiifeialch  bry  head  :  becaufe  Excepting  Only  tBc 

1aildi"'6'ei^  for  cftabKfliins  tax^es,  to  which  that  <»- 

'do^  n^^^  by  the  natQC.  of  •  the  third  eitat^  had  a 

^'ll^tfofoppofing  iifelf,  aU  the  reflations  confeht- 

^irftirby'thc  two  other  orders,  bad  the  full  force  of 

•m^d^yh^  third  order  *.       ': 

'^'  ^ftftier'  having  enfranchifed  the  Polilh  fd^htxiif 

^aiirf  rebdered  ,thcm  worthy  of  becomi^legiflatorf, 

'  Rctufleau  makes  them  the  ilipport  and  defence-'4f 

-ihiit  cdontrr.  ■  .        '  -  '-y^ 

^  '^^AS  thcfe  peaGmts  (fays  he)  become^liffeefnen 
■**  iwid' citizens,  Ihould  be  armed;-  formed  jiife 

^^troftps;  and' cxcrcifed;  and  in  the  eiia-tlicj^ 

---*        ...  ....•• 

'  '^'*. 'If  I-Oiay  he  allowed  to  (peak  of  myfelf  (fays  M..  dr  U  Crok) 
1^  (hal^take  the  liberty  to  obfcrve^  that  I  wa.i  fenfible  of  thu.hiuxu- 
Isatififg^ofequence ;  ami  that  it  Wfis  the  reafon  of  sny  infidinf*  in 
/nj^pbni  ofconvocuion,  whlcli  was  the  firft  thac  appeared,  on  a  t;^- 

pi^numm  fiibicridr  to  that  of  the  clergy  and  nobilit)*;  and  on' the 

•■.-.»  • 

necefity  fallowing  only  to  the  plurality  of  faiFrages  ithe-foice-of 

la'*^    •  .  '  ■  ,  •■  ':.  ••  .     .■.■*  c'  ■■'•■>«: 

^^  would- 
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"  would  Become  an  excellent  b^Hiyrf^jWllhfe^ttBft 
**  than  fufflcient  for  the  defence^of  Ith^flMW^    '  " 
What  a  difference  is  there  between  fuch  a  thifitit 
and  nicrcenary  troops  who  ar^  crilifted  by  ioitrW 
by  arr :  who  are  dragged  on  in  fpiteof  fheto;  toteett 
the  enemy,  in  order  to  defend  a  ftaiej  ih^rHtfR  tBcy- 
are  ftrangers;  and  to  which  they  are*  ne^' at&iHS* 
by  any  generous  fentiment :  while  ferr  arftry*  icSf^'cifc- 
zehs,  enflamed  by  honour,  by  the  Ikire  •  ftf  •  thcS^- 
country,  ru(h  boldly  forward  to  oprp6fe  all 'iiftradWir 
who  dare  to  violate  their  t^rritoriesl, "  br  'm^^  any 
attack  on  their  liberty  or  their  latr^.    TiiC  feWai^^* 
they^ek  is  the  acknowledgments  dtie  froth' iitlifie' 
members  of  the  ftate,  whofc  property  they  iteivc' 
protefted  :  if  they  are  wounded,  they  find  fuecefer 
from  their  fellow  citizens,  in  whofe  defence  tlWy ' 
have  bled :   if  they  die,  their  widows,  tft%h^«€r-^ 
phans,  are  adopted  by  their  country ,  which 
ta  them  a  fpoufe,  a  father.  '  - 

If  a  (late  is  deCrous  of  liating  godd' 
whom  neither  hardftiips  norinticemehti^'^an'iAtftJce 
to  defert  their  ftandard,  let  patriotifm  be  MSdfef -iiie 
only  motive  of  their  enrolment !  let  it  be  cc>ftfid4t*ed 
as  a  fliame  for  any  citizen  not  to  have  hlls  harti^ap- * 
pear  upon  the  mufter-roU  of  fon^e  corps  :  let  them 
murmur,  and  think  themfelves  ill-ti^atedy  if  their 
fervices  are  rcfufed  :  and  let  their  difthiffion'bei^fc- 
garded  as  a  puniftiment  more  fevere  than-' imprifon- 
meat.    Then  will  even  the  man  who  has  but  bne 

arm 


•  • 


> 
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Mm-  refD^TIHiig^  daCplty  it*  grafping  th^  lance  ;  ^nd 
bid  de6i^icc^.!bjr  his  air  co  the  enemies  of  his 
SjPfuntfy.  .!•.  ■'     ^   ■   -  ^  . 

v-Raui^icau/like  the  Oainipotent,  makes  life  fprin^ 
aut^^f  nothing.  After  transforming  the  Polifh  pea- 
laoif'imo  a  citizen?  he  feeks  to  render  the  burgefs 
aiq^ri^tQ  the  noble.       / 

jJ.(h^l4;f^nfQribe  what  he  fays  upon  the  fubjcA;: 
^..rbyvmaking  hinvfpeaki  I  gcquir^  an  indiQput^ 

^bl^  right  to  attention*  V  • 
,^jV  The  fapie  method;  piay  be  purfued  for  enno* 
^fVbling  adetermin^dnumberofburgeflcs;  andevea 
^^;Withou(;  ennoblmg  tb?m,'  certain  offices  t)f  high 
^•V.diftin£tion  may  b^  ap{>ropriated  for  them  alone 
^Iji;^  fiH,  and  from  which  the  noblesfhould  be  ex- 
^f^-chidcd,  in  imitation  of  the  Venetians;  who, 
^\  *hough  fo  jealous  of  their  nobility,  give  always^ 
^f -^fides  other  fubaltern  employments,  the  fecond 
"  place  in  the  ftate  to  a  citizen  : '  it  is  that  qf  great 
^'  chancellor ;  an  office  to  which  no  patrician  can 
'fcvsr  pretend..  By  opening  in  this  manner  the 
^*^fiatc  of  nobility  and  honours  'to  the  burgefles, 
^JAi;heir.^eftions  will  be  attached  to  their  country, 
'f  jijifhofecpnftitution  they  will  defend. 
izv)  Without  ennoblipg  individuals,  certain  towns 
'^.jcpHefStively  might  h^  ennobled;  giving  thepre- 
^*  fer^ccm.thpfe< in: which  commerce,  induftry, 
^^  ^ndarts.were.fouAd'to  floun(h  miofl:;,^nd  where, 
^9on£;qpently^  t]be  A^upicipal  adm^niftmiom  ought 


"to 


loa  Gff  the  CwJIiufm  of  foUmd^ 

^^  to  be  the  bdlr  Thefe  ennobled  towns  might, 
^^  hLr  tlie  imperial  cities,  feml  nuncios  to  tlie  i£et; 
•^  and  their  example  would  not  fail  to  excire  in'd^ 
♦*  the  other  towns  a  lively  defire  df  obtaiftliig  thi 
♦*  laipc  honour.^ 

The  wife  gradation  ofthcfe  ideas,  wilctive  all 
iupported  |)y  examples  and  reaforf,  i^  wtlt  woYtliy 
of  regard.  Ther«  is  nothing  cHAwicaf  ih  'tfiisi 
Aoble  plan;  all  is  true;  ail  is  well  coftlidlii^ed.*      "^' 

This  projed  of  ennobling  cntine  toWiis;  is  ihei^' 
ceHent  one  for  Pol^d,  where  the  nobtes  dintiineidr 
over  every  thing :  but  it  would  be  bf  very  littrecoik- 
^quence  in  France,  whene  a  noble  can  attnU^^n^ 
glory  bur  by  his  vinues.  I  know  not  which  "irotiBt 
iEppear  mod  abfvird  in  the  opinion  bf  reafoB^*  to  ^^^ 
to  It  man^  but  newly  releafed  from  being  a  ib6n\l« 
man  or  vaflal,  becauje  tbcu  haft  had  money  io  leaJ  H 
theftate^  $dl  who  fpring  frm  thee,  nrfnmthy  Jk^mi^ 
ebitij  Jball  be  noble  ;  end  the  mere  iby  fofteriiyJbaH  «*- 
tend  hi  Jutkrty  the  more  they  Jhall  acjahr  iheri^ht  \y 
le&tving  themfelvei  fi(pertor  '■  io  the  efier  ekfei^  mm 
ibongb  ibey  may  have  nothing  bnt  their  vketto  fliaH 
ngmnft  the  virtues  of  thefe  who  are  not  ennoH^i  'tit 
whether  it  would- not  be  equally  trratioiiial,  tbghiir 
to  ft  town  nobility  for  all  its  inhabitants  witfacnot  di-^ 
ftin^ion/  ks  Wds  done  by  ibme  of  the  kings  <>f 
France,  more  thagnificear  thaniirife  ip  confcfring 
their  favours.  ^  **    '    '      *  .  :  .... 

Far  befrcKn  the  'French  nhuo^iill  thefe  lalfe  and 
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!|c^;§  wUhtQ  diftmgiu£h  each  other,  be  ic  qirty  tby 
^cfe^  ^P^PJf  w(^ds---ibi?  is  %  good,  a  g^ncjpus  ,ppl** 
een ; '  chat  is  (lera  and  implacable :  therq  g^cs  % 
mail  who  h^  culdvati^  his  cniad,  and  bcv^lgiu  j^is 
t^fl^ts  t<>  .gpif^P» :  ^  wli^f  »^,Ko«n  you  i^  \^\ 
yoxijd  hioA^^  t<,inaios  as  he  caipe  from  the  haad  <^ 
nature:  tl^e  Ibldicr  who  goes  .yonder,^  has  nothing 
to  giye  t^s  pppmry  befides  his  valour ;  but  die  fljate 
OUiy^  dq^a^  on.  t;he  tribute  of  bis  fervice :  t|is^, 
o^jQT  Ji^i^.xi^K^iig  ^t  ]^i;i.gpid,  and  chat  he  kee^. 
tj^.h^l^i^jfvj^^^  which  the  noble 

^J^^U^^  ^mi^fcre  one  day  diftingin{hed:| 
;lll4  jc^l^  Kbatt  ^tjr^  |^  d^ifed  frooir  die  exercife  q| 
^us.  yittu]^.  and  cl^  proper  ufe,  of  opulence  v^ 
Giknc$«  .. '..,  ,..•...■.      ^    ;. .  -  -^ 

X  Tlie;  moft  lUuftFipus  i^cies  are  not  thofe  whxdlik 
ar^  ihe  moil:  rich,  ch^.  txio|ft,  fppukw^  bat.thpii^, 

^9iqmeh^  k  C9nduaed\wii;h.:.rbe-  gjeafipJX.  .fidt:^ 
Hijf;  f(htti[e  charity  is  ]|)?ft .  ad<wn»flw^  »  wh,<3!ft 
^e  impod^  .are,  %#fl^  wi^,  ch^  ,  gr-??tc0;  juftlf^ 

ijir^erc,  the  ip^igj^r^^car.  ;|s  ^w  lO^  «ft»i^We..  Ma# 

ailjiwj  wie^  qf  j^,  jk^iift^ow  fti«d  forth  compel 
tk(MS  far  the  honour  of  being  piie-emineot  in  thd^ 

jgoiotj^  ju*d.jrp«);l«w5fjit  u«(det?nmii^  which  <lfe-' 

fen^tv  iMr  Miraf  the  pti«x 

»  CHAP, 


a  ' 

.  •  •      •       .  I.  ■  "        «    f  p;  -      *  ■  - 

•      J    »  ."  • 
• ■  .     -  w   ..         /        J    ■   ■.  ^     ■ 

C  H  A  P.    X, 

Of  Poland;  of  the  Jews;  akd  or  Tj^s  IVr- 
LisH  Constitution;  by. Johk jABiEs^Rioirs* 

F  all  the  produdtions  of  RbuiTeau^  the  Socm 
Contrail  sindtbe  Confiderdtions  on  ihi  government  iff  Ti'^' 
iandsLTt  thofc  which  have  been  the  indli'qbbc^^ 
and  perhaps  the  lead  read.  Few  ihen^hayib'^gQhc 
deeply  into  them;  becaufe  they  require  a  licricycr- 
ihg  tention  of  mind;  and  do  not  bffer,*' like* hi$ 
ether  works,  thofe  agreeable  degreffioris^  ;  wirich*' 
are  fo  many  refting  places  where  the  thoughts'  may 
take  repbfe.    In  thefe  two  works  he  demands, c6n-v 

tinual  attention ;  and  never  rcfreflies  th'e  iittagina- 

■  •       *      *■  .      • 

tion,  which  he  had  ujTed  to  iritoiicate'Wifh  his'de- 
lighcful  fidions.  Jt  feems  as  if  this  writer,  ifter 
having  paid  an  imruerife  tribute  to  fenfibllity  and"  to 
the  graces,  was  determined  to  refldcr  all  his,  futUfc 
homage  to  aiiftere  reafon  alone.     *  /         '   "  * 

It  is  in  ^he  chapter  on  the  means  of  maintainibg 
the  coriftitutioh,  that  Roiiffeaupartxculai^ly  unites 
*the  mbfl  profound  obrerva'tions,  ' 

**  The  weaknd's  (fays  he)  of  the  legiilaHve  power* 
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^^  in  Poland  has  been  occafioned  in  an  extraordinary- 
**  and  perhaps  fingular  manner;  it  has  loft  its 
**  energy,  without  having  been  fubjugated  by  the 
^*  executive  power..  The  diet  (continues  he)  pof- 
**  fefles  the  fovereignty  as  tnuch  as  at  its  firft 
*^  eftablifhment ;  yet  it  is  without  force;  and, 
*-V.(Jiovgb  nothing  governs  it,  nothing  obeys  if."  ■  > 

is  .i]^not.a^isf(iirtune^  common  to  more  than  one 
aflembly,  that  though  it  is  not  governed  by  any 
thing,  it  cannot  obtain  an  abfolute  fubmiflion  to  its 
decrees  from  thofe  who  do  not  find  it  their  inte<eA 
to  ^bey  them  ?  An4  have  we  not  already  had  this, 
tr^th  C9n/ir9icd  to  113  by.,ijioi"e^han  one  proof?  OK 
YOU  men.  who  would  be  free !,  do  you  entertain  fo 
little  refpeft  for  liberty  as  to  believe  that  it  i^  pot 
\^orth  compUating?  What  authority  would  yoa 
<^bcy,  if  you  refufe  fubmiflion  even  to  your  own? 

Roufleau  thinks  that,  "  what  ha$  hitherto  pre- 
^*  ,(erved  the  legiflativQ  authority  in  Poland,  is  th^, 
^*  continual  prefence  of  the  legiflature;  the  fre- 
**  ,quept  meeting  of  the  diets;  and  the  nuncios  be- 
^*  jng  fo  often  renewed.      England,    (fays  he),, 
^\  wjhiich .  enjoys  the  firft  oC  ^hefe  advantages,  has^ 
^Vloft  her  liberty  by  neglediing  the  other."  , 

The  Englifti  may  well  be  aftonifhed  at  this  alfer- . 
tion  :.thpy  who  ftylc  themfelves the  fceeft  people  on 
eanh,  with  what  indignation  muft  they  have  heard 
it  faid,  by  a  citizen  of  Gf enev;s^,  that  they  have  loft_* 
tl>ei|- libmy.L 
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'  '*  The  fame  parliament  (continues  Rottfleau)  ei- 
«*  ills  To  long,  that  the  court,  which  would  be  cs-: 
•'  haufted  by  purchaling  the  members  every  ycar^ 
^'  expetfls  its  account  in  buying  them  for  feren  i  and 
*'  is  not  difappointed.'* 

Can  it  be  true  that  the  majority  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  England  are  fold  to  the  courts  aukl  that 
the  minifter  may  depend  for  feven  years  on  the 
fuffragds  he  has  bought  ?  Or  is  this  one  of  thole  ex- 
aggerations too  common  with  Roufleau  > 

*This  writer  ranksj  among  the  number  of  caufes 
which  have  preferved  the  legiilacive  power  in  Po.- 
land,  the  frequent  paflage  of  the  executive  povi^eir 
into  new  Lands.  '^  Each  king  (fays  he)  ihakds. 
••^  fomc  ftrides  towards  arbitrary  power;  but  at  the 
**  nfext  cledion,  his  fucccflbr  is  forced  to  cake  a  fc* 
•*trograde  courfc,  inftead  of  purfuing  the  fame 
***path:  thus  each  king,  at  the  commencement 
**"  his  reign,  is  obliged  by  vl  paSla  conventUy  to  Ic 
*'  oar  from  the  fame  point;  fo  tlut  in  fpitc  of  their' 
*'  habitual  inclination,  they  make  nO  real  progfefs 
"  towards  defpotifm/* 

Atlcr  this  remark,  RoufTeaii  docs  not  conceal  the 
iiiconvenicncies  of  having  the  executive  power  de- 
vided  among  many  individuals ;  lince  it  mult,  in 
confcquence,  be  difficient  in  that  harniotiy  which 
ought  to  fiibfifi;  through  all  its  parts.  Such  a  divi- 
vifion,  according  to  him,  '^  caufes  a'ctfntihxjld  eti- 
*  ^  deavour  to  monopolize  authority,  tirhich  is  ib- 

I*  compaciUt 


**.C6m]p^tible,iWith  order:  each  depofitary  of  Qpp 
**  pait  of  the.  executive  power  places  himfelf^  in 
^^  virtye  pf  that  part^  above  the  oiagiftrates  and  the 
**  laws  in  every  refpeft:  he  acjcnowledges  indeed 
*^  the  authority  of  the  diet;  but  when  the  diet  is 
*^  diffolved  he  owns  no  power  above  him;  he  de- 
**  fpifes  the  tribunals,  and  braves  their  decifions. 
*f  Thu3  many  petty  defpots  are  produced^  who,, 
^*  wUh.ouL  ufurping  the  fovereign  authority,  cona* 
**  nually  opprefs  the  .citizens  in. particular  points/* 

This  pafTage  (hould  be  particularly  attended  to 
by  tjie  people,  of  France.  According  to  their  plan 
of  conftitution,  there  can  be  no  reafon  to  fea^r  ths^t 
any  municipality,  any  dirediory,  or  any  tribunal, 
the  dcpofitory  of  executive  power,  wili  believe  its 
authority  fuperior  to  that  of  the  national  rej>reren« 
tation,  while  that  reprefentation  fubfifls:  but  if  it. 
Ihould  difappear^  or  become  enfeebled,  would 
t^ere  not  be  room  10  apprehend,  that  thefe  differ* 
enc  emanations  of  the  legiflative  and  executive 
powers  might  give  much  inquietude  to  the  citizens, 
and  make  them  experience  from  their  power  fuch 
multiplied  a£ts  of  injuftice,  as  would  be  in  the  ag- 
gregate equivalent  to  thofe  of  dcfpotifm?  When 
the  queftion  is,  how  to  eilablith  liberty,  it  is  better 
to  be  fearfully  cautious,  than  to  indulge  in  a  too 
confident  fecurity. 

ijfi  order  to  fecure  thcmfelves  from  this  arbitrary 
Vol.  I,  ^  X  authority, 
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-authority,  Roiiflcaii  advifes  the  Ptilanddrs  tO^aMi 

Jwith  all  the  executive  iaicc^  arcTpedafale.and.ptf- 

'manent  bcxly,  fuch  is  the  fenate;  capable,  .of  coW- 

iining  within  thcboimds  of  duty,  by  its  ioKdity^iaoU 

:by  its  authority,   thofe  grandees  Mrho  are  endetf* 

souring  to  deviate  from  it;     While  he  propofcs 

•this    means,    he  acknowledges    the  danger  with 

^^'hicb  it  is  attended  ;  and  that  all  bodies  invefted 

with  the  executive  power,  incline  ftrongly  to  fubju- 

gate  the  legiflative  power,  which  they  fponertfr 

•later  accomplifh.  .:  - 

The  refult  of  ihefe  opinions  laid  down  by  Rouf- 
ieau  is,  that,  "  for  a  nation  to  preferve  its  fovc- 
"  reignty  as  long  as  poflrble,  it  Ihould  be  jfrr- 
'**  quently,  if  not  permanently  reprefented  &  but 
•  ^*  not  long  by  the  fame  reprefentativcs. 
-  **  That  the  conftitution  once  eftabtifliedi  it  fhoqld 
»  give  to  its*  deputies  inftruftions  well  detailed, 
.  **  well  accounted  for  :  and  that  it  fliould  conBde 
*^  the  executive  power  in  hands  which  are  not  in 
"  a  ftate  to  cru(h  down  the  legiflative  power.** 

But  it  is  not  enough  to  give  wife  councils.:  the 
•means  of  purfuing  them  muft  be  pointed  out.  How 
^•an  the  afl'emblies  in  which  elections  are  made;  be 
prevented  becoming  the  central  point  of  intrigue  ? 
Jf  you  allow  every  fingle  member  of  the.legillative 
body  to  enjoy  the  right  of  a  veto^,  the  e;cccutivc 
power  need  -.^aty  to  corrupt  one  .of  thu  nveuxbcrs  Jt> 

i\rike 


JSy  John  James  kouffiatt.  307 

llHke  all  the  others  with  nullity  :  if  you  linnihilate 
this  veto^  of  what  confeqUencc  is  it  to  give  inftruc- 
tions  to  your  nuncios  or  reprefentatives,  iince  the 
others  may  have  different  ones ;  and  all  their  dc«* 
mands^  all  their  protefls^  will  not  hinder  what  has 
been  decreed  by  a  plurality  of  fufTrages  paffing  iar 
to  a  law  ? 

The  excellence  of  a  government  is  like  that  of 
a  machine^  whofe  perfection  confifls  in  its  limplici- 
ty,  and  its  being  .  unembarrafled  with  fuperfluous 
wheels  and  levers  :  its  aAion  will  be  more  regular 
without  them ;  and  if  it  ftops  or  becomes  difor- 
dered>  it  will  be  more  eafy  to  difcover  the  caufe^ 
and  reftore  a  due  equilibrium.  By  the  French  cort- 
ftitution  the  executive  power  is  confided  to  the 
monarch,  and  the  legiflative  power  is  placed  in  the 
national  aflembly :  let  that  alTembly  make  laws  fo 
evidently  wife  and  equitable,  that  all  the  people 
muft  give  thenl' their  aflent,  and  the  nation  will  be  fo 
well  difpofed  to  obferve,  and  to  maintain  them,  thac 
the  executive  power  will  remain  in  a  ftate  of  happy 
inadivity.  This  is  the  mod  certain  means  of  com- 
bining the  legislative  power  and  the  general  happi- 
nefs,  with  that  authority  of  which,  our  politicians 
entertain  fuch  fears. 

While  the  power  of  the  king  is  employed  only 
in  executing  thofe  laws  to  which  he  has  confented^ 
and  of  wh^ch  his  fubjetfls  approve,  what  can  the 

X  a  nation 
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nation  have  to  apprehend  from  the  force  ^'idr 
which  he  is  io veiled  ?  If  a  law  is  unjufl:^  why  fhould 
its  exigence  be  permitted  ?  If  it  is  equivocal,  whjr 
not  explain  its  meaning  more  detcrminately  ? . . 

RoulTeau  was  perfuaded  that  the  dietines  of  Pxv 
land  had  the  mod  virtue^  and  the  diets  xhe  moft 
knowledge.  It  is  unfortunate  that  virtue  and 
knowledge  fhould  not  unite  in  thofe  who  conixitute 
the  fovcreignty. 

^^  It  is  a  great  evil^  (fays  he),  when  too  much 
'  precious  time  is  wafted  in  long  and  ufele£s  h^ 
'  rangues ;  but  it  is  a  greater  evil  ftill^  when  a 
<  good  citizen  dares  not  (peak  though  heho^  ufc- 

*  ful  things  to  fay.  They  may  however  (coa- 
^  tinues  RouiTcaia)  .in  order  to  prune  a' little  tjieir 
^  windings,  oblige  all  fpeakers  to  announce,  in 
^  the  beginning  of  their  difcourfe,  the  propoUtions 
^  they  intend  to  make ;  and,  after  having  deduced 
^  their  arguments,  to  give  their  concluiions  fum- 
^  marily,  in  the  manner  of  the  king's  officers  in 

*  the  courts  of  jiiftice.  If  this  did  not  abridge  dif- 
'  courfes,  it  would  at  leaft  reftrain  thofe  who  would 
^  fay  much  about  nothing,  and  caufemuch  time  to 

*  be  confnmed  in  doing  nothing/' 

Is  there  then  aUb  in  the  PoliQi  diet,  reprefeat- 
atives  who  harangue  only  for  the  purpole  of  chang- 
ing the  fubje^ft  of  debate  ;  turning  the  proceedings 
of  the  aifciijbly  out  of  theii  couife^  q^d  confuming 

time 
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tfitie  xiCticfslff  ?    Biit  it  is  the  misfofcune  of  all 
countries.. 

f  fliafll  pafe  haftily  over  the  ideas  of  Roiil!eaci>  f c* 
Ipeding  the  number  of  nuncios,  and,  of  fttlators^ 
whx>m  he  thinks  (hould  have  adtfiiffion  to  the  diet, 
Aat  I  may  cotne  to  thr  chapter  whofe  title  is  du  roy 
(of  the  king-).  The  author  begins  with  an  affertioa 
i^icfr  cannot  be  admitted  in  France,  finee  th* 
French  have  given  to  their  monarch  the  title  of 
Reflorer  cf  Liherty.  **  It  is  a  great  misfortune  (fays 
^*  he)  that  the  chief  of  a  nation  is  born  the  enemy 
^\  of  that  liberty  which  he  ought  to  defend.  There 
^  would  be  no  temptation  without  hope  :  render 
^^  ufurpation  impraAtcable  :  you  will  of  courfe  rc- 
^  move  all  idea  of  it  from  the  minds  of  your  kings ; 
*•*  and  they  will  ftudy  only  how  to  govern  you 
^  well ;  how  to  defend  you ;  and  employ  all  their 
^  efforts  in  your  fervice*  Much  thought  has  been 
beftowed  in  confidering  how  kings  may  be  de- 
prived of  the  means  of  hurting  their  people'; 
**  but  no  endeavours  have  been  made  to  ppcveilt 
their  corrupting  them;  though  the  means  of  do- 
ing it  are  abundantly  fupplied  by  the  favours  of 
which  they  have  the  diftribution.  The  difficulty 
is,  that,  by  taking  from  them  this  right  of  diftri- 
**  bution,  we  (hould  feem  to  take  away  every  thing; 
'.*  therefore,  it  muft  not  be  done,  unlefs  w«  are  dif- 
^*  pofed  to  have  no  king,  K  the  chief  of  a  nation 
^  is  not  an  abfolute  nullity,  he  muft  do  fomething; 
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*^  and,  however  little  it  may  be,  it  muft  bo  either 
^^  good  or  evil." 

I  am  far  from  adopting,  in  this  particular,  the 
opinions  of  the  citizen  of  Geneva :  the  moft  unfor- 
tunate circumftance  which  could  occur  to  a  nation^^ 
would  be  always  to  behold  in  its  chief  the  natural 
^emy  of  its  liberty ;  the  thought  would  raife  an 
infurmountable  barrier  between  him  and  the  hearts 
of  his  fubjefts.  Why  place  at  their  head,  and 
inveft  with  executive  power  a  prince  whom  they 
behold  in  fo  odious  a  point  of  view  ?  ' 

Are  kings  fo  naturally  ill-difpofed  as  to  place 
all  their  felicity  in  oppreflion  ?  what  can  they  de- 
rive from  it }  An  opprefled  people  become  poor  } 
a  free  people  become  rich  :  it  is  furely  the  intereft- 
of  him,  who  can  only  be  enHched  by  his  fubje^s, 
that  thofe  fubjeAs  ftiould  enrich  themfclves.  What 
advantage  can  abfolute  authority  receive  in  giving 
to  one  the  property  of  another ;  in  granting  to  in^^ 
trigue  what  belongs  to  merit ;  in  infpiring  fear,  in- 
ftead  of  conciliating  affedion  ? 

If  your  king  is  a  warrior,  is  it  not  of  importance 
to  him  to  have  good  foldiers,  and  officers  who  know 
how  to  command  them  ?  If  he  loves  the  arts,  is  Jt 
in  a  nation  affli^flcd  by  injuftice  that  he  can  fee  ta^ 
lients  contending  for  fhe^  glory  of  celebrating  his 
reign  ?  If  he  takes  delight  in  nothing  but  repofc,- 
is  he  not  more  fecurc  of  preferving  tranquillity,  by 
confining  himfclf  to  giving  orders  for^he  executioa 

of 
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«f  ^thofeia^s  vhicl^  havA  been  folicitcd  by  his  peo- 
ple ?  If  he  feels  himfelf  gratified  by  feeing  a  croud' 
Off  courtiers' round  htm,  let  his  gardens,  let  his  pa- 
lace be  thrown  open,  and  a  multitude  of  adulators 
vein  fucceed  without  intermiflion. 

It  is  <:ertainiy  not  neceffary  that  all  rewards,  alt 
honours,  and  particularly  all  employmef\ts,  (hould 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  king ;  becaufe  they  would- 
foon  pafs  into  the  hands  of  his  minifters,  who  would 
beftow  them  through  their ,  favourites,  or  what  is. 
worfe,  their  favourers   which  would  degrade  ho** 
•nours,  and  thofe  who  obtained  them ;  but  ftill  the. 
chief  of  a  great  nation  ought  to  poiTefs  the  mean^ 
of  manifefting  to  thofe  who  deferve  it  his  approba>» 
tton  of  their  fervices  :  let  us  therefore  confine,  an* 
nihrlate,  if  it  be  poffible^  the  opportunity  of  doing 
evil ;  but  let  us  not  tear  from  our  kings  their  no- 
bieft  attribute,  the  power  of  difFufing  benefits. 

**  It  has  been  propofed.(fays  Rouffeau)  to  ren** 
*^der  the  Polifli  crown  hereditary ;  but  affure  your* 
*^  felves  that,  from  the  moment  fueh  a  law  takes 
**•  place,  Poland  may  forever  bid  adieu  to  liberty. 

'i  am  ignorant  of  the  reafon  why  the  hereditary 
fijcceffioa  of  the  crown  Oiould  be  more  incompatible 
with  liberty  in  Poland  than  in  England ;  for;  accord- 
ing  to  Rouffeau,  :the  only  c^ufc  why  liberty  exifts 
n^o .longer  among: tJieEngliih  is,  that  the  parlia- 
inents-aife  not  renewed  fuffi^iently  often.  Why  then, 
ii^rhc  diets  of  Poland  continue  fo  be  renewed  every 
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fclTion ,  cannot  liberty  maiacain  icfdf  tfarre  tmder  an 
hereditary  crown  ? 

The  leflbns  of  experience  are  preferable  to  thofo 
of  a  republican^  always  alarmed  at  a  power  which, 
is  tranfmitted  from  father  to  fon.  It  is  certainly 
known  that  the  eledions  of  their  kings  have  in- 
volved Poland  in  tumults  at  preiy  vacancy  of  thQ 
throne :  and  that  a  prince,  who  in  the  decline,  of  life 
fees  the  fceptre  dropping  from  his  hand,  will  take 
Jittle  concern  for  the  glory  of  a  people  idxa  .will 
be  governed  by  a  ftranger^  to  him  entirely  imknowD, 
Such  a  king  is,  with  refpe^t  to  his  ftates^  like  a  xt-i 
nant,  who  will  fuffer  all  to  fall  to  ruins,  xatheF 
fhan  repair  any  thing  at  his  own  ezpence :  pns 
vided  that  I  die  king  of  Poland^^  of  what  confis 
quencc  would  it  be  to  me  (might  {ay  the  prince 
upon  the  throne)  if  the  country  were  to  periih  with 
nic  ?  But  if  he  is  to  be  fucceeded  by  a  fon,  a  ne- 
phew, who  is  dear  to  him,  he  carefully  embellilhes 
his  empire ;  he  patronizes  the  arts ;  encourage^ 
agriculture ;  opens  all  the  cliannels  of  commerce : 
maintains  the  difcipline  of  the  army ;  and  improves 
the  inheritance  which  he  is  to  traiifmit  to  the  ob- 
jeft  of  his  affcftions. 

Rouflfeau  is  not  willing  that  the  fon  of  a  king 
Ihould  fucceed  his  father  in  the  throne  of  Foland, 
and  yet  he  approves  of  the  confederacies,  whicl) 
are  in  fad:  civil  wars  among  the  citizens,     **  Shal) 
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^*  I  dare  (fiiys  he)  tofpeak'of  Confederaciej;,  and 
^'  differ  in  opinion  from  the  learned  refpeAing 
^^  them  i  Thcy.fec  only  rhe^il  which  is  done  by 
^  thefe  confederacies :  that  which  they  hinder 
''  ihpuld  alfo  be  confidered* 

•*  A  confederacy  is  without  difpntc  a  ftatc  of 
**  violence  in  the  republic  :  but  there  arc  ex- 
*^  creme  difeafes  which  require  violent  remedied, 
f*  and  which  muft  be  cured  at  any  expence.  The 
.^  confederacy  is  in  Poland  what  a  dictator  was 
^^  in  Rome ;  it  can,  as  did  that  magiftrate,  hold 
'^  thc4awsfurpended  in  any  crifis  of  imminent  dan- 
;f *  ger :  but  there  is  this  material  difference  be- 
'*  tween  them ;  the  didtator  being  direAly  contrary 
/'  to  the  Roman  legiflation,  and  to  thefpirit  of  the 
^^  Roman  government,  completed  its  deftrudlion ; 
'*  while  the  confederacy  on  the  contrary  being  a 
^'  means  of  eftabliihing  and  giving  firmnefs  to  the 
^^  conftitution  when  ihaken  by  great  efforts,  can 
^'  coadud  apd  invigorate  the  relaxed  fprings  of  the 
^^  ftate,  without  being  able  at  any  time  to  break 
/'  them.  This  federative  fyftem  is,  in  my  opinion, 
^*  a  chef  d'  oeuvre  :  all  free  ftates,  which  have  ne- 
^*  ver  experienced  great  cfififes,  are  in  danger  of 
"  perifhing  whenever  a  ftorm  (hall  arife  :  and  Po- 
^'  land  alone,  from  having  been  accuftomcd  to  fuch 
^^  dangers,  has  found  a  means  of  maintaining  her 
^*  conftitution  from  their  rage.  Without  her  con- 
'♦  fedpr^cies  Poja^d  woujd  long  (ince  have  been  no 

*  *  more ; 
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^*  more ;  and  I  am  much  afraid  that  if  they  are 
•*  aboliihed  flie  will  not  long  furvive/* 

This  paflage  is  a  curious  one ;  and  betrays  a  re^- 
publican  fpirit,  which  accords  with  the  fentiment* 
of  the  Polander^  who,  when  he  was  fpoken  to  on' 
the  fubjeft  of  the  troubles  of  Poland,  faid,  I  prefer 
Umpeftuous  liberty  to  the  calm  of  defpotifm, 

Montefquieu,  whofe  opinion  does  not  agree  with 
that  of  RouiTeau  on  this  point,  fays,  ^^  The  laws 
^'  of  Poland  have  alfo  their  infuneSlion :  but  the 
^*  inconveniencies  which  refult  from  it  make  it  evi* 
^^  dent  that  the  people  of  Crete  alone  were  able  to 
•*  employ  fuch  a  remedy  with  luccefs." 

Thus  Montefquieu  does  not  blame  the  remedy 
itfelf;  he  only  fays  that  it  could  agree  with  no 
other  people  but  the  Cretans ;  and  he  gives  the  fol- 
lowing reafon  for  his  opinion  : 

**  The  people  of  Crete  (fays  he)  in  order  to  hold 
'^the  principal  magiftrates  dependant  on  thelaws, 
**  employed  a  very  Angular  means  :  it  was  that  of 
**  the  infurreSiion*  Part  of  the  citizens  revolted; 
^'  put  the  magiftrates  to  flight;  and  obliged  them 
**  to  return  to  the  condition  of  private  perfons : 
**  and  this  was  fuppofed  to  be  done  in  confe- 
**  qucnce  of  the  law.  Such  an  inftitution,  which 
"  eftabliflied  fcditipn  in  order  to  hinder  the  abufc 
**  of  power,  feems  as  if  it  would  overturn  any  re- 
**  public. whatever :  .yet  it  did  not  deftroy  that  of 
*^  Crete  for  this  reafon  : — whqn  the  ancients  were- 

•*  dif. 
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^f  difpofed  to  fpeak  of  any  people  who  had  the 
**  greateft  love  for  their  country,  they  cited  the 
**  Cretans.  Ottr  country  (fays  V\2x6)  aname  foieU'^ 
*'  der  to  the  Cretans,  that  they  apply  to  it  the  tenn^ 
*^  which  expreffes  the  affedion  of  a  mother  for  her 
*f  children.  But  the  love  of  our  country  refines: 
*^  every  thing.*'  > 

This  may  be  called  a  conteft  between  two  mca 
of  genius ;  and  it  afforded  me  pleafure  to  bring  into' 
one  point  of  view  the  opinions  of  thefe  illufbriouS' 
writers  on  the  fame  fubjeft.  One  of  them  pretends- 
that  the  infurreition  is  to  Poland  a  moft  valuable 
law  :  the  other  thinks  the  Polanders  unworthy  of 
having  fuch  a  law  ;  and  is  only  for  .granting  it  to 
thofe  j)eople,  in  whom  the  love  of  their  country  is 
a  paflion* 

Who  could  have  forefeen  that  thofe  ideas,  with 
which  .the  French  were  fo  long  unacquainted,  would 
one  day  have  returned,  and  appeared  natural  to 
them  >  Neither  Montefquieu  nor  RoufTeau  ima- 
gined that,  in  the  bofom  of  France,  where  the/ 
Nyere  fpeaking  of  infurredions  as  of  a  violent  reme- 
dy which  might  purify  the  laws,  there  (hould  be 
formed  fuch  a  confederacy  as  had  never  been  fecn 
cither  in  Crete  or  in  Poland :  which  (hould  have 
for  its  object  the  overthrow  cf  an  ancient  colofTu? 
of  vicious  inftitutions  and  barbarous  ufages;  by 
putting  to  flight  both  minifters  and  magiflrat?s; 

bjr 


3 1 6  Oj  the  ConfiitntUn  9/  Poland, 

by  plunging  ihcm  into  a  private  ftate ;  by  ftriking 
vith  terror  all  thofc  whcJ  dared  to  (hew  themfelves 
the  defenders  of  an  opprdTive  fyftem ;  by  taking 
the  public  property  under  the  &fc-guard  of  honour; 
and  by  reducing  to  a  ftate  of  happy  impotence  thofe 
fobaltcrn  defpots,  who,  in  an  enlightened  age,  were 
difpofed  to  fetter  even  the  thoughts  of  men. 

In  treating  of  rules  for  governing  Roufleau  d  ivides 
liiem  into  three  codes :  the  political,  the  civil,  and 
the  criminal :  each  of  which  (hould  be  as  brief,  clear^ 
and  prccife  as  poflible.  ^*  Thcfe  codes  (fays  he)  ftaU 
**  be  taught  not  only  in  the  univerfities,  but  in  all 
**  colleges,  and  there  will  be  occafion  for  no  other 
*'  body  of  law.  All  the  rules  of  natural  right  are 
*^  better  engraved  in  the  hearts  of  men  than  in  all 
**  the  tralh  of  Juftinian:  only  render  them  honeft 
**  and  virtuous,  and  I  will  anfwer  for  their  having 
**  enough  of  law.  But  all  public  men  rouft  be 
*•  inftrufted  in  the  pontive  laws  of  their  country ; 
*'  and  in  the  particular  rules  by  which  they  are 
**  governed.** 

He  alfo  infifts  that,  before  the  dietines  arp  openr 
ed  to  the  candidates,  they  (hould  fubmit  to  aji 
examination  in  political  law;  that,  in  order  to 
render  the  knowledge  of  the  civil  law  more  eafy, 
the  fame  laws  (hould  fiibfift  in  all  the  provinces : 
ahd,  \vith  a  defign  to  eradicate  the  fpirit  of  preferv- 
ifig  bodies  or  focieties,1ie  would  have  the  profe(Con 

of 
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i>{  advocate  znd  Judge  to  be  only  a  tranflatory  ftate 
through  which  men  Ihould  pafsjo  all  the,  offices  qf 
the  republic  :  he  deftroys  all  intails^  all  elderlbips^ 
for  the  purpofe  of  diminifliing  the  great  inequality 
of  fortune  ;  and  while  he  perceives  the  Qeceflky  of 
confidering  landed  property  as  of  fome  confer 
quence,  he  is  not  difpofed  to  let  it  have  too  much 
weight.  ^*  Becaufe  a  gentleman  (fays  he)  has  no 
•*  land,  does  he  on  that  account  ceafe  to  be  frec^ 
'^orceafe  to  be  noble?  Is  his  poverty  alone  fo 
•*  great  a  crime,  that  it  muft  make  him  lofexbc 
*^  title  of  citizen?*' 

Thefe  refledions  are  (b  evidently  juft,  that  if  i$ 
fufEcient  only  to  mention  them  :  it  is  however  fia- 
gular,  that  while  the  Polanders  for  whom  they 
were  publilhed  oegleded  to  profit  by  them,  the 
French,  to  whom  they  feemed  to  be  more  foreign 
than  to  any  other  people,  have  adopted  them  ia 
their  legiflation.  It  is  already  made  a  part  of  the  plaa 
of  their  legiflators,  to  deftroy  the  right  of  primo- 
geniture, fo  contrary  to  nature,  in  order  to  diminifh 
the  too  great  inequality  of  fortune ;  to  abolifh  that 
abfurd  diverfity  of  cuftoms,  which  proved  an  eter- 
nal fubjeft  for  chicane ;  and  to  efface  that  mono- 
polizing fpirit,  fubfifting  in  certain  focieties,  by 
which  the  profeffion  of  a  judge  and  of  an  advocate 
were  rendered  lucrative  employments,  when  they 
ought  to  be  only  honourable  ones. 

Let 
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Let  the  laws  be  rendered  fo  clear^  that  n6  qiiati^ 
ty  but  integrity  (hall  be  required  iii  the  perfon  who 
is  to  apply  their  fenfc ;  lio  talent  but  the  fimple 
power  of  fpeaking  neceffary  for  defending  any 
caufe :  let  it  be  truth  alone  Which  makes  itfelf  at- 
tended to  before  the  tribunals  of  juftice ;  let  good 
faith  only  decide  in  them;  and  annihilate  for- 
ever all  interpreters  and  cotnmentators*  A  law 
which  requires  to  be  interpreted  and  commented 
upon^  is  of  no  worth :  they  are  made  for  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  they  ought  to  be  comj)rehenfible  by  the 
fingle  light  of  reafon. 

The  political  fyftem  which  Rouffeau  rrtarks  out 
for  the  Polanders  is  of  all  fyftems  the  riioft  Hmpltf, 
and  the  mod  cafy  to  purfue  i  but  unfortunately  k 
will  not  agree  with  a  nation  who  has  contracted 
money -debts  with  foreigners,  unlefs  it  can  by 
means  of  its  export  trade  acquit  the  obligation  in- 
fenfibly. 

Whatever  importance  our  great  financers  may 
attach  to  the  circulation  of  money,  Roufleau  en- 
deavours to  bring  into  difcredit  that  appearance  of 
wealth  which  deceives  the  poflcflbrs,  and  which 
makes  them  believe  themfelves  rich  when  they  hare 
much  gold  or  filvercoin  at  command,  as  if  gold  and 
filver  had  aay  other  value  than  what  men  give  it  by 
mutual  confent ;  and  as  if  it  did  not  always  render 
its  poflcflbrs  dependant  on  thofe  who  gather  real 
riches.     *^-It  i-j  more  dclirable  (Hiys  Roufl!eau)  to 


'  ^^  live  in  abundance  than  in  opQleni;^ :  bt  yeirbet- 
•*  ter  than  money-holders ;  be  rich  j  cultivate^  well 
*'  your  fields ;  andj  without  minding  any  thing 'be- 
*'  fides,  you  will  foon.reap  a  golden  harVeft^  Pub- 

'  '^  lie  expences  you  will  fay  are  inevitable  :  I  gr^t 
*Mt :  fupport  them  with  every  thing  but  money. 
*^  Even  to  this  day  we  fee  in  Switzerland  the  offi- 
*'  ctrs,  the  niagiflrates,  and  other  public  penfioners 

'  ^'  paid  with  commodities;  and  all  the  public  fer* 
**  vice  done  by  corvee^  (unpaid  for  duty),  fo  that 
*'  the  (late  pays  for  fcarceiy  any  thing  in  money*. 

**  The  republic,  by  proportioning  and  diftribqt- 
^^  ing  i;i  a  proper  manner  fuch  rewards,  as  are  mere - 
**  ly  honorary,  would  find  every  purpofejanfwerad 
**  by  a  treafure  which  could  never  lead  to  ruin,  and 

.  *'  which  would  make  all  her  citizens  heroes.  This 

■ 

-  ^^  treafure  of  honours  would  prove  an  inexhauftible 

.  **  fource  to  a  people  fenfible  of  honour:    would 

.  ^  ^  to  God  that  Poland  had  hopes  of  exhairfling  it ; 

"  for  happy  muft  that  nation  be  which  could  no 

*^  longer  find  diftindions  for  virtue  !" 

This  refource,  which  to  Roufieau  appeared  e?- 
haufilefs,  has  furely  been  exhaufled  In  France,  npt 
by  the  ufe  but  the  abufe  of  it.  If  I  might  venture 
.  to  publiih  my  thoughts  upon  the  fubjedt,  I  &oukl 
be  far  from  defiring  as  many  do  to  annihilate  ^11 
diftindions,  all  dignities,  all  ornamental .  append- 
ages :  on  the  contrary,  it  would  be  my  with  to  rc- 
ftore  to  them  all  the  glory  they  have  loft,  and  I 

.     "  '  would 
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would  employ  this  m  ws  of  eflfe&ing  it  i  J  VOjoij 
create  a  new  tribunal^  ^?hich  (hould  be  %kd  m; 
tribunal  of  honours.    It  (ho'Tld  be  corapofed  dxoat^i^ 
bers  A&'hofe  rewards  had  been  conferred  by  the  pu- 
blic fuffrage.    I  would   oblige  all  citizcfts»  wkci^ 
bore  external  badges  of  diilindlion,  to  make.the^r^. 
appearance  before  this  auguft  tribunal,  and.  thcxfi.. 
to  depofic  thefe  badges*    They  (hoyld  aftcjVW!4l{i 
declare  by  what  title^  or  in  confequencc  of  Fhiff^ 
a&ion  they  bad  been  obtained  :  and  if  it  ipp€|a,rc||d|  ( 
that  they  were  only  a  diftinAion  propomo;(iefl  to^ 
ferviccs,  they  Ihould  be  reftored.  The  crofs^  ^hich.) 
is  the  evidence  of  military  courage,  fhould  bfi.prt;^ 
ferved  by  all  officers  who  had  devoted  to  th^^n: 
country  the  time  fixed  for  defemng  it;  and,bj}.j^ 
thofe  who  had  obtained  it  by  their  valour.     Froia 
that  moment  this  mark  of  diftinftion  would  ceafe.. 
to  lead  the  beholder  into  an  error,  by  hanging  to  (^ 
the  garment  of  a  fecretary,  an  infpedor  of  police,^  ^^ 
or  an  intriguing  fycophant,  who  had  ferved  only 
the  pleafures  of  a  minifler.    The  cordon  ^  funk  in*  ^* 
to  fuch  difcredit,  fince  more  diftinguifhed  orders  :^ 
haye  adorned  bravery  or  birth,  (hould  be  fubnuttwi,  . 
to  the  fiime  cenfure,  and  only  reftored  to  iliofe^u 
who  had  truly  diftinguilhed  themfelves  in  the  art|,.  ^ 
or  in  fomc  ufeful  profeffion.  .. 

I   would  aboli(h  all    thofe   diftin^flions   which  • 

•  The  blue  ribbon,  enfigiia  of  the  order  of  I'lc  \lo\j  Ghoft.       *' 
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ptfijtt  to  nobility^  becaufe  if  tlitey  are  to  mark  their 
8ll|gin,  aSn  real  gentlemen  Iiave  an  equal  right  to 
bc'fo  diftinguifhed. 

•  Sd  far  would  our  brave  warriors  be  from  diftruft- 
iflg'fuch  a  tribunal  as  I  have  been  propoHng,  that 
An^all  form  in  their  hearts  a  wifh  for  its  eftablifh* 
BRnt*  Who  would  dare  to  fnatch  from  a  J^EJlaingj 
twn  a  Bouille^  from  a  la  Motu  Piquet ,  from  a  Cbaf^ 
VU,  from  any  old  general  who  had  diftinguiflied 
liinfelf  in  the  wars  of  his  country^  the  honours 
irbich  he  had  fo  well  defetved  ?  Who  would  he(i- 
Me  in  rendering  to  any  inferior  officer  covered 
mh  wounds,  and  grown  gray  in  the  fervice,  an 
ndemnification  for  the  fortune  which  he  had  dif- 
hiined  to  acquire  in  a  lefs  perilous  profefllon } 

The  treafbre  of  honours  would  be  thus  at  once 
Dcreafed  by  the  reftitution  made  by  ufurpers,  and 
he  nation  would  be  no  longer  at  a  lofs  for  the 
oetcs  of  rewarding  its  real  fervants. 

L-et  the  coUeftor  of  the  revenue,  let  the  fecrctary 
«  paid  with  money,  but  let  us  rcferve  honourable 
liflindions  for  courage  and  for  talents.  We  mull 
hiife  whether  we  will  poflefs  glory  or  riches;  re* 
erence  or  opulence.  Oh  abjeft  man !  if  thou 
ttkeft  account  of  nothing  but  gold,  gain  tliou 
!iat  gold ;  amafs  it  until  thy  coffers  are  full ;  until 
ly  garments  are  covered  with  it;  until  all  the 
cenlils  on  which  thou  art  ferved  aie  of  the  metal 
>  precious  iathy  fight :  but  believe  not  that  thou 

Viu,.  I.  Y  canft 
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canft  purchafe  with  it  our  refpeft,  our  homage: 
thou  (halt  remain  forever  amidft  the  mulckudcy 
becaufe  they  will  never  open  a  paflage  througb 
them  to  a  man  M^ho  has  no  true  right  to  their  re- 
gards. If  in  a  public  place  where  money  alone 
procures  admiflfion,  thou  occupied  the  higheft 
feats,  they  will  ceafe  to  be  the  higheft  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  multitude ;  they  W)}\  be  confidered  onl? 
as  the  feats  of  opulence;  and  thou  wilt  be  ackhdw- 
ledged  as  one  of  the  richefl:  men  in  the  il;ate^  but 
nothing  more :  there  will  come  a  time  wheh'.tlu^ 
wilt  blufli  at  that  which  inflated  thy  pride,,  and  thou 
wilt  immerfe  thyfelf  amidft  the  populace^  in  order 
to  rife  afterwards  above  them  by  noble  and  gen&- 
ous  a6tions. 

Rouffeau  recommends  the  preferring  real  to  per- 
fonal  impofts,  and  avoiding  thofe  which  it  is  diffi- 
cult or  expenfivc  to  colleft,  but  more  particularly 
thofe  which  may  be  evaded  by  the  contrabaad 
trader,  as  they  prove  the  means  of  filling  the  ftsite 
with  plunderers  and  defrauders*  '*  An  impotl; 
"  (fays  he)  ought  to  be  fo  well  proportioned^  that 
*>  the  ill  confcquences  of  fraud  (hould  outweigHits 
"  profit :  thus  never  lay  a  tax  on  what  may  be'ea- 
**  fily  concealed  :  fuch  as  gold  and  laces.  Itlibet- 
*'  ter  to  forbid  the  wearing  of  them  thaii'  the  im- 
**  portatiom ' 

The  bell  and  moft  naturisil  tax  in  his  ogiiiion^  Is 
a  duly  proportioned  one  on  aH^huda  without  ex- 

teption : 
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m :  which  be  is  inclined  to  have  paid  in  kind^ 
ijrmed  to  the  highell  bidder  as  the  dime  o.r  tenth 
tied  in  France, 

is  fyftem,  which  agrees  with  thofe  of  Vauban 
jikt  Abb^  dc  Saint  Pierre,  is  very  pradticable 
land,  where  the  chief  riches  confifts  in  lands ; 
fhere  a  deficiency  of  national  credit  has  pre-" 
d  the  republic  contracting  immenfe  engage^ 
5, D^ith  foreigners;  but  in  France^  where  in* 
rable  flockholders  have  always  a  pfoduSiive 
in  their  pocket-books ;  where  the  buildings^ 
i  afford  no  natural  produftion^  form  a  revenue 
.tp  that  of « the  land,  a  land-^tax  could  effeft 
(mall  part  of  the  riches  of  a  nation  1  and  the 
ifg  in  kind  would  be  only  pra&icable  in  the 
try»  Such  are  the  coniiderations  which  de<^ 
J  the  beft  fyftems ! 

LS  in  vain  to  fay  that  the  confumer  who  lives 
K.city  pays  in  the  end  the  tax  levied  on  the 
:  I  anfwer  that  the  fimple  artizan  who  fubiifts 
ply  on  bread,  will  pay  a  greater  proportion  of 
ax  to  which  corn  is  fubjeAed,^  than  the  rich 
by  whom  a  fmaller  quantity  of  it  is  con* 
d.. 

I  am  told  that  the  wages  of  the  journeyman 
afes  in  proportion  to  the  increafed  price  of 
Sons,  I  ihall  reply,  that  it  is  exa&ly  the  con^ 
;  for  the  journeyman  being  under .  a  greater 
iity  of  labouring  to  fuppon  life  than  the  rich 

T  %  man 
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man  is  of  employing  himy  the  Matter ^U^tike^^a!^ 
advlntiige  of  his  nece^lnesy  ibd  bf  fitriiuniti^'iif' 
competitot^  for  emplojmcm,-  tbTcddtc^thepricje'tJf 
labour/while  that  of  cTont  tbrttimJei ito^^ht^^ 
*  This  is  a  mith^fo  evidehrsAd  nU!6^^ 
I  Itadw  notkoVmcnvcftecihedifot 
and  for  their  intentions,  can  fo-  cMlmadeiy "detfjr  kv 
Begin  yoa,  whoever  ybUiareitI^t4;tjuH 
ifTertion,  bjr  inforingih  all  ^i^.^^StA^m  ^i%^ 
lutions;-  employnidnt'to  thdfe  N^hd'^B^'fey  tl»5fr  fitt 
bour,  before'y^ouinaketheii''nie^H9r>of  i^^ 
{jend  on  the  vuriatidns  'ihtttie  pKc&'  of  tiaKyirticte 
ttf^tiich  is  morer^  n^Meflary .  tfian^iif TotHef'  Ibti^tft^ 
fUp^oFt :  firrnrfii  them  m^  ^e-  mans  ef ^ttMMiig 
bread,  but  do  not -exiJdcP  flitm-to  tiic^gtsrtjf 
'being  wholly  withbat'it'wh^ri  they  IhaH  ^ve^^« 
Tcher  money  nor  credit  td  procbre-'A-lupply'v-'*  Rt* 
inethber  that  &mxne  is  abdve  the  reftnuiit^^iAW : 
'that  the  fether'ofa  family; 'funtmnde^^^tbufaft 
tliildren  whoi  cry  tto  him  for  bread/h^  no'lkloMnil^ 
tive  but  to  rufh  iddwafrom  his  gabetin-  l('fi«&2y 
of  'defpair,  and  -fhatch  fromf ■  thd  -flriSf  ^ffefr-  hk 
inms^i^ith^  die  means  of  fiiving^&onl-ddaich'iheiU& 
'ferable  iriferrts  whb^  impatithtly  wait^his  MXOfA^ 
yemember  thdt  rbe  cnme  of  i^idixian  i^^  oMtimiited 
it  the  inftigarron •  of  nature-; '.  liay^'^  rha^  *  it  isn^er 
your  crime ;  ybu  who  have**c*olJjr  dc»$tHi&lMi)thUt 
his  wages  ihould  rife  in  propoftioa  to^ttwrptiet  Of 

¥t<m 


,  By  y.<fb»  jfames  Rtmffian^  325 

frema  |^1lS^ii§pifer'ib^j^e''tb  arms  aveU«a]^ 

~W?^l8lr!£/)?Ufc?ortw»6  »4W»^  p.  reiftfoij  .a«4  &t 

:whUf  ,^|ij^}|(4iu»g;^4w»(^  which 

^Kfl|n»|,l|jdrt'<fft»5R^  in 

Bflofii«P^jP9lw4f<l»e  *Ui^  pf  4efcm:e  mpft  Agree- 
jOll^^dM^  f;9i»i»Wfrf94*<»«Mr,  owners. 
sJvlfiJMtMlaf . t^itWf »H(6iy*ih#>>  ;h«.RlagMe  and ii^ 

■ff3j»>E»4a«o|».  pf f^u^?gp?,  •  arP  ©^  ^for  only  twp 
^fi49N^K)^f,:^r.a(^^:]^  99d  coftqufBdng  tixciic 

Tf(i-fif!iSJ^o»^irO/{,^,ff^chsw  fobjugatjaf 

'%f^SWi&ll9vr  citjte})^.  Tke  ftat«  mvift  not  ren^^ 
^i.^itI»«iuf]Clef«Q4<:rs :  I  l(Jaow  k :  but  xs  true  de^ 
/^.'£tnfief»  .ar^  its  fnembe.r;.  All  citizens  ought  to 
i^bffii^lc^SibyflwtF:  nope  ihould  be  fuch  Ie^ 
•¥n(ndr«.  :i«  »  Aate  like  JPo^aod  fuppUc^niay  be 
f.^rt»fily  dmv«'  frO"*  f-^  provinces  i  .to  replace.the 
^Aaasdjjfif  ^;PW«rn  by  a.  nuiplpcnpf-militia-always 
-tttoorifofet ;  Ami  ;ll4j»^.^i»g  .chaftgfi47»t  J«^  every 
rfhytsva,  »nd  -vJ^e^'kY,^^.  dfti^ho^ts  firot^aU 
H6)d«i5lH)WPV*Wrt».f5PJ>reip5.¥^i^^  ^  «i  trifling  dc- 

^fJBrwiftin)4wi4u»lf>:a^Jf,FoS  *^ !» 5^  ^1^ 
jlftlog  «iOf.i»ne'»  jfiHWc  ,ab<^e  <i«»i:c^  ^i^  tix^^e  oj;  .fif- 
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**  Why  (hould  riot  the  equcMan^ordcrr^^ifffiie 
^'  a  plan  (imilar  to  tb^t  which  I  >haM'propiftfe4l  £k 
<^  the  infantry  >  Eftafolilb  m  ill  ^ghcf  ^  priati—tfe 
<^  bodies  of  cavalry^  in  which  atU^'tbe  aGAtilit^nfinll 
^^  be  enrolled  :  let  them  have  >dieir*l\abali6rtiiaiiS 
^^  ftaff  officers,  and  th^sir  (baMhu^r  toefdiiOFfatfte 
<<  quarters  affigned  them^  in  caft^of  amJum;  Itad 
^'  a  time  appointed  for  their  aflembting  ^  eMiy 
^'year:  let  thefe  brave  nobler  extroi(e 'W*%iuu 
^^  drons;  practice  all  kinds  of  ev€dtitiDnii)iiAiibrve 
^^  order  ahd  precifion  in  their  maoouvMs^*  and  w^ 
^^  quaint  themfelves  with  militfury  fubdlrdinttioiu«4 
'^  would  not  hav^  them  fervilely  knitite  ite^taiAics 
*^  of  other  nations:  I  would  have  thffd]flbmr^fy<& 
^^(lem  peculiar  to  themfelves;  which  ^ondd^uii^ 
^^  fold  and  bring  to  perfection  their  iiatonilud 
'^  national  difpofitions.  I  would  have  tfaem> -parti* 
^<  cularly  attend  to  lightnefs  and  agility  in  theit 
5^  exercife :  accuilom  themfelves  to  bchpoken, 
^^  difperfed,  and  to  form  again  without  difficiilrf 
**  and  without  confufion.  Let  them  excel  paracnv 
^' larly  in  whatsis  called  ikirmi(hin§ 9  iai all ^he 
^^  manoeuvres  proper  for  light  troops:  in  chd^arts 
^^  of  overrunning  a  country  like  a  torrenc  j  ofon^ 
***  noying  the  enemy  every  where  withouc  ^beiag 
'^  ever  annoyed ;  of  cutting  off  cemmuiifGations; 
<^  intercepting  convoys ;  charging  rear-guank,  and 
^-'hurrying  away  advanced  ooea^'  furpiifing  de- 
^*  tached  parties ;  and  harraifiog  grcft  onaiei  wh^ 

'*  on 


^Mi  i^itioanh^!5(U^eiM:a^        *  Ler  them/imi- 
^tate  ckrtzpaduiStiii  th^  pofiefe'the^vukmr  of  ijhc. 

^.^mivpiifli  .sod:  dts&rofifbc  4)e(b  difcnpUoediunueft 
^nvkfaem^ya^i<s>miBgc.tPri>«nle,  or  loaviog.thcn 

r;N^iid»t^be:F<>Udiids^ri^(>f^  adyhQihon  of  our  be& 
vtkers  mithc^fiifa^eS: /pf  ta^ica^  bi^ve:^^     us  any 

^vR)6nff<;aiiadfkBk>aot2d(itife  P:p^4^rs  tgtlmv* 
anjrJfimifiod/placcsr;  kktr^si^rfhtm  iSe  t^fisafjy^ 
foHiikr  :f^  Tiic  places  w]nGh:yoi«i  Ibnify  agaiaflihe. 
S^^tRoffims^.  (fatjrs  be^  you  fonify  for  ihGm;  and 
^1;jcliey]triUriKcoaic.  ihackies  from  which  you  will 
^fi  Aofc  be  able  iCq  deliver  yourfelves :  pay  no  regard 
fA^toi^headva&tagesof  pofts^  andtlo  not  ruin  your** 
<^  felv^s  tn  artillery.  Alt  thb  is  not  What  you  ro% 
^V'quire :  you  wiU  never  be  in  fuch  a  flate  aS'  to 
f^  rtodtr  it  difficult  for  your  neighbours  to  enter 
^  your  country,  but  you  may  make  it  difficult,  for 
^^  tiiem  to  get  out  of  it  with  impunity :  and  it  is 
5f  t6  chat  point  you  ought  to  diredt  all  your  qarc.** 
^'.Whata  pity  that  fuch  wife  advice  ihouldhave 
poD'^ed  iifelefs  to  Pdland  1  If  it  hiijd  been  followed, 
ber  ambitiauft  neighboura-had  not  attempted  to  en-^ 
Have  the  proviiioest.dofely  united  wtlhi  the  body  of 
Um  flate,  and  eai^to  liibjugate  but  difficult  to  prr* 
ferve.  The  ind tgoant  nation  would  ^  have  iiuflied 
ispon  the  niwpets^.aiidiwb^^   ^^y  .g^oerotK^.ef* 

-  ■*  T  4  forts. 


3^6  Of  the  t^imm  4^1^^ 

^^  Why  (hould  liot  ihe  eqtieMMi^orderiipi^foib 
^'  a  plan  (imilar  to  tb^t  whkhl^oi^'propiOfeA  idt 
^  the  infantry  ^  Eftafalilh  m-  mtlvt Atf  ^  paiaiitiir 
<^  bodies  (^  tavatryy  in  which  «tU^tbe:«Qt^f}nftnlI 
^  be  enrolled :  let  tbein  bav«:dieinl\abaili6iiiiiana 
^<  ftaff  officers,  and  tl^ir  <iAMku«pr  IcVtiil^^ 
<^  quarters  affigned  them^  in  dife'of  an  akaqte;^infl 
^^  a  time  appointed  for  their  aiflemblisfg  "^vMy 
^^year:  let  thefe  brave  nobler  extro^w^'f^^ 
^^  drons ;  practice  all  kinds  of ^evdmbnit'lcMhhre 
^^  order  afid  precifion  in  their  niao<miVie$^t  and  ik^ 
^^  quaint  themfeWes  wick  nliiitfuryiubQlrtfinttioiiiKt^ 
^^  would  not  have  them  fervikiy  ioMtite^iEliotkBiAies 
^^  6f  other  nations;  I  would  have- thcdiffercttmiyi 
^'^ftem  peailiar  to  themfelve^j  which  iwadMbmi* 
^^  fold  and  bring  c^  p^rfe^ti^n  their  iuttamlmiRl 
<^  national  difpofittons.  I  would  have  dieai^  {larti« 
^^  cularly  attend  to  lightnefs  and^agilfty  in-'tfaeit 
5f  eicercife  : '  accuftom  themfelves  to  befapoken; 
^^  difperftd,  and  to  form  again  withour-diffic^ilry 
^^  and  without' confufion.-  Let  them  excel  pasiicn^* 
^' larly  in- whatsis  called ikirnufliin^^  iaiaU^he 
•.^ «anoBuvres  proper  for  light  troops.;  iatfaa^arts 
^^'  of  ^errunmag  it  country  like  a  torrent  ^:  ofon^ 
^*  noying  the -enemy  every  where  without  iseing 
«<  ever  annoyed ;  of  cutting  off  canmuiifcax^ions'i 
4<  ititerceptiftg  convoys ;  charging  rearwguaida^  ami 
^  hurrying  aWay  advanced  ooos  ^  furpiifing  dt* 
^^  tached  parties ;  and  harraifiog  greft  dimiei  wh^ 

'•  on 


< 


'JJp^'!W^^>«W«•i^0#4«•  '^  3*J; 


^Yaitordvt'trpadi^iStiii  th^  poflefs  the  vaUmr  of  i;hc. 
^mtm!mr[  Pjdrriik&s ,;3  Ice  thieEn:  learo  like  thcfn  to 
^MOnUiAnand:  dtiftroyrcfae  beft  difciplkM^. armies 
f$rivkfae!iit^!ner:a>aaiEgc:tPf battle,  or  leaviag  then 
^•f«iio»wwfcto Kiro**.t*ei^^  -»  . . 

hrM^^idwc^bciEol&rds^'ACH*  anyi^ther  of  qur  be^ 
iraiuss%  Mithfir^fiibjeS:  /pf  ta4tic^^  us  any 

thb^Qe(nftoaiblfi>w»(h;tbi^:pa^ge^  j:  -^  :  ^' 
!)vKMifi<;»iadark>aot>a(iti£r.the  Ponders  tohav* 
ftsjr  IfastUiod/plaGCs:;  iicricajyb  .them  /^^  t^flsofjy^ 
l^pOfii'/fi^iTiie  places  which  you  Ibrtiiy  agaiaflihe. 
S^iRaffiom^  (fatjra  be),  y<m  fonify  for  chein;  and 
^t^tkeSTftdUriiecoifie  ihackies  from  which  you  will 
^fiiAofcibeabIe>co  deliver  yourfelves :  pay  no  regard 
f^SrTtolche«dva&tagesof  pofts,  and  do  not  ruin  your** 
<^:felves  i^  artillery.  Alt  this  is  not  what  you  re^ 
^z<^\tG  z  jovx  will  never  be  in  fuch  a  ftate  as-  to 
;^  niodtr  it  difficult  for  your  neighbours  to  enter 
^  ^youF  country,  but  you  may  make  it  difficult,  for 
^'^  them  to  get  out  of  it  with  impunity :  and  it  is 
5^  t6  chat  pcSnt  you  ought  to  dired  all  your  qarc.'* 
»':  What' a  pity  that  fuch  wife  advice  ihouldhave 
fiwVed  .ufetefs  to  Pdland  1  If  it  had  been  followed^ 
her  ambiciauft  neighboiu^had  not  attempted  to  en- 
Have  the  province^  dofely  united  wkh>thc  body  of 
tilt  flate,  and  eafy^to  iiibjugate  but  difficult  to  pre* 
ferve.  The  indtgoanc  nation  would  ^  have  ru(hed 
upon  tlic»furpet3^;.aiid.fecbnded  <by:genej*cR;ij^:ef» 

T  4  forts. 


■ » 


''''WIk)^  yiiii-  of  their  inftlcu^KMir;  dirdtiriti  arecj^Mutig 

-iBd'Chtfige  thelcourro^o£h^Q*at%ii^f  -'^u  r^AnL  '* 
^    •  Th«  dcfigiV'Of  tbis  ^r^d-"^  to-M^oUthe 

'members  of gcHfemmfent{ tb  «t igfiktiial^Jpi^gfiifidh. 
llWfie»u' divklesniio  afti^i  ^ki2«nin^«rf6iA'^  a 
fhare    in    the   admimftm^ioa^-ihli^^^tli^ 

^  * ^tufh  tbe  orders  .of  obivatry,  ajid'^^iuh;  aacfMd?ng 

'  ^o^imy  hii^t^tbt  air  of  gexiy^ 

fiie '{:^f op^s  |)lai€6  otidif{te^c  ihetals,  thevtadutfof 

whofe  materiall  i(b<)uld'i)e  |>^ponioned  (ocike  de- 

•   gnec-6f  thoife/jjerfons  who  were  bo  bare.  them. 

^  '    **  The  firft  introduftion'  to  pubiic  a^irs.fhould 

•  **  be  preceded  by  ftrtrial  for  youth  ia  the  o^<9.  of 

-  ^  ^'advociit^^f  of  afieflTors,  aood  even  o£jiudg^s>  in  the 

•-^^  fiiftri&r^cowts  j^f Wanagera.of.i^^  of 

'' ' '  '^  j^hlK^  tn0ri^  Y  and  in  gen^rai  in  aU^ihe;  ttifetior 

.^. :  k4  ifitukiidi^s  wliicti  giye40  cbofe  )btiOifiU  them  oeca- 

^'-^^  fifih'bflKeWing^lhmrtaieyir^idickxafacity^  their 

r:  .i%  elfeftitefV4ndabove^iaU4»httf.i^^^ 

i.il:  M  Xhis  ftate  of  probatioii  liquid,  at 

'-  >^'leafl:  thrit-* yearsji  at ' the  expiration  oif.  which 

'    -f^^imCj-luWiihed-  ^ith  certificates  from* their  fu- 

'  *•  jieriorni^^ajjd- with  thetefttmony  of.  thjj.  public 


w>  t 


,"  at  the  dietinc  of  their  prp»i«cs;;vwb««»,.lllwf  ?a 

.t^(dc(fecQinmiHsii|tt^     thskioogiAnGi^  ^Sp^hq 

f*  ajjove  this  iniip«p«ip»,v>ahJetKr^.qf  *  ;l*Eg?^fiftC, 
)j!f  thie|lbtfjie(yrd«y  ^Kp^Kif.  i  Tljofe  i5!^li(i  received 

nil?**  JJhw^.  i>ever;fliyoyld  be  any  -wpgiber.  oj^.rj^e 
^riSfctpqjii^WilrOjrdter,  exocpt  thefe.7^rvw«Ay  ijftf^J^e^ 
, .  fc^^«^«^«d/.  a^  Awcio  o  tQ  viit^e  V  di^t,  deputed .  (a^the 
io.^iiii»bonal>  Or  charged i^witbt'  apy  'py(>lic.fHnd)Qa 

>ij*  jappertainixjg  .to  ^  fovereignty.,  ^    , , ,    , 

S*fi?or  arriying  at  {hQ  fecoml  d^ree  it  (hoyji^be 
I>iif6£fieceflary  to  have  boeo  ihr^e  tiiaips.nupcio>to  (h^ 
to  ^cifj^iet;  :aad  to  haye  obtained  ^ai9b  ,time:froio 
Oiiffjthe-dictiae^  i^  repqrt  of ^  the  approb<iytipn  of 
I  >  ^;his  ifpniUoucpts.  On  prefentingtheiii^ifhcfe  «er- 
roif^jtUicaces^athe.diet^  the  .firvanf.i^^^kA'jSf^J  ^ho 
;  j5f >  had  obtaioed  theno^  ikoy]i4  be  hanpitrfi4;yKith  th^ 
V  >»ff  fecond-plaiie  made  of  liJyer,/af^;l)et/%^    form 

f*  with.the  preceding  .<»f,  aiid;HBPfl;V?bicfe  J^ 
jj^.  ':i^^ib^itngDivoAxhtkjvifQ,.^^^  thofp 

i:-itff/wijq  bQfcit.ftuoi^»b(Lcallfid  <^^^  or 

1 .  {f  fimpiy^ '  /ibr.  f iSefl^i.    T^hef(^  i;((^14:  t>c  i>p:  longer 
l^^npncios;  they,  would  be»  candidate$->for*  the 

'  f*  places  of  fenators :   ^nd  none  could  be  eleded 
*  to 


33a   '        Of  th$'^Gm^iiKiitg;9fim^> 

^  thcfe  two  iirft  degrees.  e;pi 

^'^  £adi  iaaatorwhci  (hduld  lia«e  filkAthc^vffite 

^  three  dfnes  Aonld^fUb  tothe^iYtdb-Hildli^Gft 

V  degree  in  the  ilate,  and  the  ;badge  fiord  Mkiifgoifii^ 

^ing  hitn  (bould  beconfercedby'Cfaelchig}  oirtfae 

*^  nonmacion  of  die  dieti    Thisibadge«fceiuJd  fefc 

^^  a  pkte  of  fangmne  ileetv  formed  iikeitliepreccki^ 

"  ing' ones,  and  bearing  this  infcripttc»y  tufi9$'if^ 

^  ptm.  -Thofc  trho  (hotild  have  iieoecT(kl:>thii0  pilate^ 

^'  ifaould  bear  it  for  tbrttft  ;of  d>dr4iytdt/^ to  wlNMiij 

**  ever  eminent  office  they  might  fill ;  and  evcii'K^ 

^  the  throne,  if  they  ikould  happen?  w  mouhc*  k<*' 

Tte palatines  and  thehr  greac  tt^Uans^QMM^B^ 

dnly  be  drswn  from  tbr  body  of  thefit  cufin  kfgum^ 

or  guardians  of  the  la\^«  ^    '    *  '  /•   :  .-.:,i  loj 

.Roufieaa  who  always^  and  very  ]^x9j>erly»attri*i> 

btfergfeat' importance  to  the  office'  of,*pWeieptOT/i 

vonld^faave  dtkcXtn  from  among  the  tiiizins  ofihoiid^ 

or  of  tfae'rfecond  degree,  nhc  principi/^  a/  c^U'egds^i 

asd  if^eBittdf  tbe^eiktaiim  of  cbUdrem    it  is attb 

fiom  tbair.body  he  would*  cbufe*  thofe  membcA^  iehoy 

iiridetthfet^rcfidcncy  ofoneofthe  guardianybfftbe 

lasra  {hduH  form  the  rhi/arist/ committca,.of  Twhfch' 

Ifliave  fpdken  in  die  preceding  chapter ; '  the  grand 

ab^a^  of  whofe  CTcifteiKe  flionld  t«-thc  cnfran-. 

Aifing  of  the  peafants,  and  the  diftrtbfution  of  tbe- 

fmiix  diifi gncd'  for  chanty; '  in  propcirtion  to  ^ht^ 

..:.   .^^-.'-^iiX':^  j-ii  C'-ju  /-wants' 


WMr;  ted«>1t|x»r9Aers   of    tke    tndigoot  <  cfadnf- 
ants.  -■  •■    •   • »  :•  :  '-ri-  *' 

s  Sucli '  km^e  meaufr  which  Rouflbau  pbiiits  out 
to  thePolgnders  for  purifying  the  whole  adndni'- 
ftituiofr  of  the  republic ;  and  for  itnplancing  ind 
mtintaisitng  virtue  in  all  employments.  Thiane^ 
idteay  vGtfthy  of  the  greateft  legiflators  of  antiquitjr 
wiil  ioftg^^iiemaiit  a  beautiful  chimera,  and  peHiapb 
never  be  realized  in  any  (late :  but  if  Tome  fuaire 
generation  ftioiild  have  the  courage  to  :adopthit 
pka,  it  will  be  taking  a  great  ftride  cowaodsiper- 
Sed'toD.  ■■ .  •  *  -     » .    .   . 

We  have,  feen  that  for  attaining  to  the  placet:  of 
paladinesy  and  of  the  great  tajtelknij  it  is  aeceffiiiy, 
aiocording  to  Rouffeau,  to  have  been  a  fenator;  and 
confequentiy  to'have  merited  the  thiird  degree;  he 
continues  diieprogreffive  rife  to  the  eledkios  of jAie 
king' of  Rbl^nd/:'  After  remarking  to  the  Poland^ 
ers^  that  one  of  their  greateArerroriha^)bceiichf 
(boking  out  foreigners  on*  whom  tO'  beftow  dieir 
oiown ,  he  proves  to  themf rem  'illir  authoriijy 4f  ^hdbr 
own^hiftopy,  tkac  thef  were  never  bettet^gnventd^ 
th^D^by  thofe  i|>rinces  whp^wpre  bom  in  Pcdindv^  fa 
oftkr' cof aiMid  a  nunibeii«f  compethford^'hacoa^- 
fines  eligibility  to  the  crown  to  the  fingle^tMlr^C 
PahUnnes^  and'he  nukte  .tyetworniodesiof  b^ 
and  voting  by  the  voice  concur  in  this  grand 
deiftiori.  ^*  Speedily  after  the  deceaie  of  tlt^kii^ 
^'  (lays  )ie,)  the  eledUonal  diet  ihali  be  folemnly 

•*  con- 


g5  A  Of  the  Cc^JiiUUion  of  fclmi^ 

5^  eonvdced.  Th^  oames  of  all  Uit  pal^ttines  AmUI 
f!  tl^^liutP  m  Gotiijiei&ttt»v  :-^Qid  irom  tiicm  ila:^ 
iHiftaJibiiDttifelflflbediby:  btiftfiti wiA  Orcqi/tpoffblft 
l^firdtaociiAi  to?  prejnmc  the  {mteitf4ib0:|n|p3iSbftdt 

MiiloQd  ta  the  aCeo^y  ^fcbicb  inrXilprcfimcifefiif)j)£ 
i^  abdiby  ^  a  oiajoi&y ;  bf  voices^.  :ibff)fe  cfasifedtfaiii  v^fte 
€^%ii0il^«hey>)»rofeiirian(ib^  i^?i|Jld<iQi^Ahfcbl(iiiK 

''-  >lt  tti6ftlN$^kb«Mrlddgedvtfaat  «tMMA^ 
ccMiid^^iot  bd  |>tti^«E^  iban  ithaci^ifi  fdbbpekigniUi 
eIe<!ticA  by  tore  itt  itie*  b«fllQii^»^:iofeife;  cmtr^ 
Ttteuie«k)liihfliioM  <^:»i>ti^et:^  defibUtMfbjiotM 

)m6#:'iM  £f-cb«4K»'^^  bywi&'AOl^tlieMic^ 

^H&^t  to  %HtfoigyJ^^i4tiQtJ  biia  iUei|M«tMt  4</oIk)& 

«itoite'they  b»lteve#c>^b«  tb^TDoft  cafti^ 

caMifi^tiiM  tAHton^  tw^diifed;^  Omp  (M«i4er' 
make  the  moyiarcb  (Qiotiouc  to  wi^ar  thc^jdttfti^tf^tU 
'  j[5-  «FhcH  Wi»>  (fays  lifc)  ^  <rtci«k  c^ift^ii^  ^iirliic« 

" ■  •    ,         1r  •  •    » .         ...  ♦      -    •  :  1  :  ■       ■.,.-•«■*•     M    •..''  •  >•»       '  }. 

^,«M«MJ»^  %.*s-f"WfSB  "ir^^.ymM  fL«§3'«^ 

^xpny;  ladWodei^  tbectovirD  hereditary  faiiuiniulr« 
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M>£ortemptttd  ttbefs  do  adopt  <ji&7  «ltfitfr>Mi4fdl 

!^  iddoiy:^  'tlkmgfe  inVeitted  and  pradiTed  joiK^iid 
^mhicb^^Bij  httpediiaryiio  v  I  fpmk^  of  r  th^ffrl^hl  of 
^itHd  'kiiiig9bf  £g;f pt  afte^  their  deaths  ftnd*  of  :tbe 
*'  dwree  by  which  the  rites  of  fepulture  aad  royal 
f^himouttv  wece  granted  or,  xefufed  r  tbem^' ,  ac^ordv^ 
9rlfi]grast|difey  had  vrHl  oriU  goirwiicd^urifigitiieir 
tA^irfCs :  idusiufage  It  ddvd  propofe  tOt  fehe/PoJbuidef  a 
!fHlo;/cfliiblifli.)b  Vpoa ■  ^  tdeath  q£. ittcl^  i^ifC^ jfais 

!foip»e«i  pronounced  iiiioii!hiAfl)tfmi<H3r(  ilberOrihuoa;| 
^odihitii  ihoulditocido  upon  it^jaiHlf  dfpcrcie.^  f^^^ 
!^Tiiiai  the  nfi»  of  ftpukwrc^  A^d  AflRmllk  mSoKm 
iha$  tpQffll>Jb:>  jbft^^ifo  aod  hi^yfeigii  ^ib^ji,,  ># 
*<  fererely  exatmocdi:  after  ^th^  e^^^mimpop^  ri^ 
^(fWhich-^.  citiziemihQll^  jb<^j»d|«i^9e4,^9^^ 
^fxiwd^tQ  deigmd.the  dieoeiifed^^iMisjb^r^i^fQ^^^^^ 
tSim»m  had  boefti>bfaiQs4  l^  )^  jy^e^.jJM^*. 
ff:  |f«H{e  ih^iikt  bctjpTAftf^G^  !vi^^4kU;goi3^}>li^,49n 

^'  In  confequence  of  this  decree^  if  itoYS^j^fK 

'*  ^W  andjuft  fritue;  his  name  (hould  be  infcribed 
<^' with  hohemriit  the  b(i<>fthek«hg^#P<)lai^  hit 
^^^aj  dcp^Gtcd^With  pMtfp  iir  fiiiar  ftpttiijfr*;  Mit! 

<«in 


^'  in  all  public  ^ct»  and  poblk  dUcoiirftt:  «>  dblref 
^^  fiiouid  be  affigiied  for  his  widow  t  and  hit 
^' children,  declared  royal  princes^  flKHitd* be' li<>'& 
^^  hbured  with  all  the  adtancages  attach^  to  ftaX 
•«  title. 

*'  If  on  the  contrary^  he  wai  found  giitlt^  of  -  in* 
^^  juftice;  of  malverfation ;  bur  above  all  of  M^^ing 
^<  injured  the  public  liberty ;  his  memory  fiiouM  be 
'^  condemned  and  Iligmatized;  bis  body,  de^ 
•^  prived  of  royal  fepulture^  (hould  bte  ihterraS 
^  without  honours ;  his  name  ^rafed  frohi  the'l^ 
<^  of  kings;,  and  his  children  reduced  to  the  tlais  df 
^^  fimple  citizens^  without  any  honokurahte  dSftihi^^ 
^'  tion  or  any  maiic  of  infamy. 

Thus  by  the  fear  of  a  fentence^  KbuflStau  would 
attach  kings  to  jufticci^  and  to  refpeft  for  the  law^: 
and  thus  he  gives  a  double  fecurity  to  the  ftate  {dt 
the  prince  which  it  raifes  ta  the  throne :  bis  paft 
condud:,  and  the  dread  of  the  future* 

This  wife  legiflator^  accufed  of  confuldng  ohTf 
enthufiafm,  and  of  facrificing  every  conveniency  tO 
bis  projeds  of  reformy  (hews  however  much  circum^ 
fpedion  in  the  diredions  he  gives  for-  esRCtttiflg 
his  plan.  "  I  (hould  (fays  he)  adrife  not  to  \^ipxk 
*^  the  execution  too  rapidly;  but  to  leave  in  office 
•*  the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  yrerc  already 
/'there;  and  to  confer  places,  accerdiag  coi  thft 
'^new  roCorm^^only  asthef  bccusiCTacmiR'MPflvsie, 
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*'  gwe  too  violent  ajhock  to  the  machine  ♦.  I  dcmbt  not 
^  but  a  good  plan  once  adopted  will  change  CTca 
**  the  minds  of  thofe  who  have  had  a  part  in  the- 
**  government  under  an  other^  We  cannot  all  at 
"  once  create  citizens  anew :  ii  is  neceffary  to  be- 
**  gin  by  taking  fome  of  thofe  who  exift;  and  offer- 
^^  ing  a  new  rout  to  their  ambition :  it  is  the  means: 
**  of  difpofing  them  to  follow  it/' 

I  have  made  my  readers  perfeftly  acquainted 
with  the  plan  of  a  conftitution  demanded  in  the 
name  of  a  great  nation  from  a  fmiple  citizen  of  a 
petty  republic :  I  ought  not  to  leave  them  ignorant 
that  a  Frenchman  participated  with  him  that  ho- 
nour :  the  Abb^  de  Mabli^  folicited  equally  to  ex- 
ercife  his  talents  for  legiflating  on  the  fame  fubjeft, 
*  has  complied  with  the  flattering  requeft.  I  will  ex- 

*  This  excellent  maxima  and  many  others  replete  with  equal 
wifibm,  and  of  a  fimilar  tendency^  which  we  find  difperfed  through 
Rooflean's  Ohfirvations  on  Poland,  a  work  which  was  the  offspring 
of  Us  ripened  jadgnient,  as  the  Social  Contraff  wta  of  a  wild  youth- 
ful imagination^  afford  excellent  leiTons  for  all  reformers  of  dates  ;. 
and  might  if  attended  to»  have  prevented  much  of  the  mifchief 
which  has  enfoed^  and  more  which  is  (lill  likely  to  enfue^  in  France^, 
from  a  conduft  exafUy  oppofice  to  that  prefcribed  by  the  writer^ 
whoTe  works  the  French  revolutioniUs  pretend  to  hold  forth  as  the- 
fcriptures  ander  whofe  authority  they  have  afied. 

But  the  ingenious  theories  of  the  Social  Contrary  as  flattering'  to 
human  vanity,  as  they  are  impradlicable  among  human  creatures^ 
were  more  proper  than  the  foundeil  precepts,  to  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofes  of  novaieurs  exageresi  more  likely  to  effiSi  the  o'-Jtrtbrow  of 
foviromtni  fy  the  lever  ofgemut*, 
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amine  his  work  in  the  enfuing  chapter^  and  we  (hall 
then  fee  to  which  of  the  two  rivals  reafon  will  award 
the  palm. 

May  not  the  French  indulge  ia  foture  a  fenti^ 
ment  of  pride  and  fay  to  th^nfehresy  ^^  xt  wasin 
^^  the  bofom  of  France  that  Poland  came  to  fearch 
'^  her  two  legiilators?  Roiiflesm  has  compofed  his 
''  fined  works  among  us:  it  waa  in  the  midft  of 
our  literati  that  he  increa£^  the  vigour  of  his  ta- 
lents :  eleftrified  by  our  taAe  imd  our  applaufe,^ 
^^  his  genius  burnt  with  the  jnoft  ch^neiing  hrigfat- 
'^  nefs  :  and^  in  fpite  of  our  injuflice  towards  him^ 
'^  he  gave  us  the  preference  to  England^  and  to  his 
^^  own  ungrateful  country.^ 

After  having  been  long  a  wanderer  from  country^ 
to  country,  Rouffeau  took  his  repofe  with  that 
people  for  whom  he  ftill  cherifhed  an  affedtion ; 
like  a  lover  who  retains  his  paffion  under  injuries, 
rage,  and  reproach.  It  is  in  France  that  we  find 
that  rural  monument  for  which  he  had  himfelf 
marked  the  place;  and  which  though  raifed  in^ 
all  the  fimplicity^  of  nature,  attrafts  more  ftran- 
gers,  excites  more  regret,  and  caufes  more  tears  to 
flow,  than  thofe  fuperb  mufoleums  which  inclofc 
only  the  remains  of  princes  and  fovereigns.  And 
yet  alas !  perhaps  there  may  be  languifliing  un- 
known among  us  the  pofterity  of  this  celebrated 
man,  who  fo  dearly  paid  for  a  forgetfulnefs  of 
the  fiift  of  duties^.    The  children  of.  his  genius^ 

more 


fy  yohn  yames  Rmjfeau.  337 

ftiore  fortunate  than  thofe  of  his  fenfe,  will  be  al- 
ways coilefted  and  adopted  by  the  French  nation* 
What  acknovvlcdgments  do  they  not  owe  to  him  I 
It  is  in  his  works  that  their  legiflators  have  learnt 
the  fublimeft  rules  of  juftice  ;  and  it  is  from  thence 
they  have,  imbibed  thefe  grand  principles  of  equali- 
ty by  which  their  legiflation  is  honoured.  If  Rouf- 
feau  ftilLexifted,  perhaps  on  finding  all  his  thoughts 
adopted  in  the  French  conftitution,  he  would  ren- 
der  it  the  moft-  folcmn  homage,  by  affuming  the 
title  oi  citize7t  of  France ^  inftead  of  that  which  he 
had  renounced. 


Voi.I.  Z  CHAP. 
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C  H  A  p.    XL 

Ah  Analysis  of  the  Work  of  the  A»«r  tf« 

MaBLI  on  PoLAKDar 

CjiELEBRATED  hiftorians,  and  celebrated  wii- 
ters,  fuch  as  Titus  Livy,  and  Plutarch,  have  tried 
their  talents  on  the  parallels  of  generals,  conluls^ 
Ibvereigns,  and  orators ;  have  npt  i  at  this  mo- 
ment all  the  juflice,  all  the  grounds  on  which  diey 
proceeded,  for  offering  a  more  rare  parallel :  that 
of  two  legiflators,  confulfed  at  the  fame  time,  in  the 
fame  country,  for  giving  x  new  code  of  laws  to  the 
fame  republic !  Thefe  two  politicians  were  united 
in  the  bonds  of  amity :  they  were  both  aniip^ted 
with  the  fame  love  for  mankind;  ^d  bptb^ 
though  one  was  bora  in  a  republic,  the  other 
m  a  monarchy,  had  the  fame  ideas  rcfpe<5ting 
the  rights  of  citizens,  and  that  which  conftituted 
the  fovereignty.  Although  their  talents  did  not  rife 
to  an  equal  height,  they  acquired  almoft  equal  ce- 
lebrity in  the  career  of  public  law.  Their  charac- 
ters were  not  very  diffimiiar:  both  concealed  a 
great  lume  under  extreme  fimplicity ; .  and  both, 
though  they  did  fo  much  honour  tQ  fetters,  dij- 
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daincd  literary  honours,  and  never  obtained  them; 
Both  were  feparated  from  the  world  which  offered 
to  them  its  attradipns  ;  and  they  were  fecn  with  a 
philofophy,  I  was  going  to  fey  with  a  mifanthropy, 
almofi:  equal,  plunging  themfelves  into  folitude^ 
and  ■rtmitiiuring  there  againft  the  frivolity  of  their 
age.  Both  excited  the  rcfentment  of  a  man  of  the 
moft  liniverfal  genius :  the  republican  preferved 
tji€  deportment  of  a  fage  before  the  adverfary  who 
dfegraded  himfelf  by  the  attack  :  the  French  politi- 
cian dnfwered  him  with  the  itiorofity  of  an  atrabelle- 
trousT  t^rriter ;  and  in  feeking  to  avenge  himfelf  he 
iedfed  to  be  juft, 

'  Deith,  which  pays  no  refpeftto  fublime  virtues 
or  great  talents^  has  precipitated  thefe  illliftrious 
l-ivals  ihto  the  tomb  :  buf  his  fcythe  has  no  power 
over  their  works,  which' wifdom  guards  from  its  at- 
tempts, 

I  have  traced  in  the  two  preceding  chapters  the 
.ideas  of  Roufleau  on  the  conftitution  which  he  be- 
lieved to  be  agreeable  to  the  fituation  of  Poland  ; 
^ahdl  omitted  nothing  which  makes  a  part  of  his 
i^^eiiil  I  Ihall  now  endeavour  to  explain  that  of 
the  Abb6  de  Mabli>  in'which  I  warn  my  readers 
not  to  expeft  that  brilliancy  of  new  thoughts,  fo 
fublime  and  fo  original,  which  charafterifes  the 
productions  of  the  philofophical  republican. 

I  ought  to  commence  by  obfcrving,  that  th© 
llfork^^liich  I  anl  going  to  ^nalyfe  ^as  finished  in 
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thie  month  of  July  1771;  and  that  While  its  author' 
examined  coollyand  infccuHty,\vhatPoland  ought  to- 
do  to  deliver  herfclf  from  inteitine  evils,  and  from- 
thofe  with  which  flie  was  menaced,  that  unhappy 
republic  was  plunged  in  the  hon'ors  of  ,a  civil  war; 
her  chief  was  tottering  on  the  throne ;  the  Ruffians 
exercifing  the  executive  power  aloft  outragcoufly  ;' 
while  two  formidable  monarchs  had  already  conceiv- 
ed and  determined  on  the  plan  of  partition,  which* 
was  executed  the  following  year,  and  of  which  the 
Abbe  de  Nrabli  could  not  have  any  idea,  as  neuher' 
the  f'rench  minifters  nor  their  agents  had  any  fu- 
fpicion  of  the  defign.     This  obfervation  is  of  in>- 
portance,  in  order  to  reconcile  the  advice  giTCa 
bv'this  v/riter  with  the  fuccceding  events*.. 

The  Abbe  ac  Mabli  Begins  by  explaining,  that' 
all  the  evils  with  which  the  republic  was  atilicted 
arcfe  from  its  being  in  the  power  of  any  capricious 
nuncio  to  annihilate  thelcgiflatlve  authority  by  pro- 
nonncing  the  'veto.    He  obfcrves  that  "  the  ruin  of 
"  the  legiflative  power,  nccefiarilylcd  totheriiiaof 
''  the  executive  power.    What  (fays  he)  will  not 
^^  your  magiftratcs,    charged  with  the  excciuion 
^'  of  your  laws,  abufc  their  credit  and  their  authori- 
^^  ty,  and  confult  and  fcrvc  their  paflions  alone, 
^*  when  therd"  is  no  longer'  any  fuperror  power  to 
*'  watch  over  their  conduct;    to  reprefs,  and  to 
^*  punlih  ?  All  the  Polanders  are  therefore  oppreffed 
*^  or  opprefTors,   according  as  they  are  weak-  or 
^^  Urong.  Would  you  emerge  from  this  deplorable 
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*^*  flate ;  would  you  unite  by  the  fame  iatereft  alLthc 
•^*  different  citizens;  and  make  yourfelves  refpefted  ; 
"^^  you  muft  begin  by  eftablifhing  alegiflativepowci:, 
**  and  giving  it  a  force  which  nothing  can  refift : 
^^  without  that  the  Poland ers,  eternally  the  prey  of 
'^^  the  fame  difoixlers,  wrll  leave  themfelves  no* 
*^  thing  to  defend  .but  the  fliadow  of  a  republic, 
"**^  which  is  fatal  to  all  citizens;  and  whidi  pro* 
•^^•.  duces  only  defpots  and  Haves. 

•*^  Your  inferior  nobles  have  nothing  to  lofe  by/a 
**  revolution  which  makes  them  pafs  into  obedi- 
'*  cnce  to  a  foreign-power  :  perhaps  they  may  hope 
^^  to  enjoy  a  fitiiation  lefs  unhappy.  The  grandees 
*^  ought  to  preferve  a  republic  which. conftitutes 
'^.tlieir  grandeur ;  but  by  deftroying  it  by  their 
*'  divifionsr,  and  paying  obedience  to.no  laws,  can 
^^  they  flatter  .themfelves  that  they  will  .fee  it  long 
^'fubfiftr* 

Thefe  are  found  ideas.  It  rs  not  fufficient  in  it 
*flate  to  have  deputies  employing  themfelves  in  the 
liame  of  the  nation  they  reprefent  with  the  efta- 
blithing  of  good  regulations,  it  is  neceflar)'  that 
thefe  regtdations  Ihould  acquire  the  force  of  laws.; 
4Kid  that  the  laws  fliould  be  refpedled  by  all  the 
fubjeds  of  the  fovereignty  :  if  they  are  curbed  with 
impunity  by  the  fpirit  of  infurredion,  anarchy  takes 
the  place  of  executive  power ;  and  there  is  nothing 
i)ut  diforder  where  there  ought  to  be  fubmiffion 
And  trariquillity.    The  good  citizens  take  alarm  at 
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the  appearance  ■  of  tfoiibi'ei  Miith'to  tncmf'icem 
likely  to  endure ;  and  if  they  hive  ilot  fome  ftrong 
tie  to  make  them  continue  in  'the  midft  of  injuftrcr,^ 
they  will  turn  their  regarils  towards '  fome ' otKef* 
country,  or  form  wifhes  that  their  own  hiay  be'firb- 
jugated  by  a  power  who  will  change  their 'tcrrbrt 
into  a  calm.  This  is  to  a  ftate  thj  l^ft:  extretne'of 
misfortune.  •    '.    . .  •:' 

It  was  not  the  fault  of  many  bad '  citizens'  that 
France  has  efcaped  the  affliftion  of  this  dreadful 
calamity :  we  have  fcen  them  threatening  her  with 
depopulation,  by  advertifing  their  eftatcs,  in  *der 
to  go  and  grub  up  the  ground  in  America ;  while 
others  were  exciting  foreign  courts  to  take  advantage 
of  her  diflentions  by  declaring  war,  and  feeding 
back  her  illuftrious  fugitives  preceded  by  fan^tirhary 
troops:  happily  tliefe  projefts,  the  ofRprihg  of 
frenzy  and  ungovernable  pride,  have  vr^iftiijd  as 
the  exhalations  of  impotent  rage  :  the  hulb^txdtncn 
of  France  will  not  abandon  their  country  iii  the 
moment  when  fhe  offers  them  the  tnoft  ffcrtifc 
lands:  the  ftates  which  environ  her  and  obferve* all 
her  movements,  aftonifhed  at  the  vigour  of -a  body 
animated  with  hew  life,  will  not  be  fo  imprudent 
as  to  attack  her  at  the  inftant  of  her  roufing  and 
becoming  more  terrible  than  ever. 

The  Abbe  de  Mabli,  for  giving  to  the  legifla- 
tive  and  executive  powers  all  the  force  neccflary  to 
maintain  public  order,  is  willing  to  render  them 
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yergr  rdiilm^l,  and  keep  thenx  lyhplly  feparate.  He 
jr^qufff s  that  the  diet  in  which  the  firil  of  the& 
powers  mvift  reiide,  ihould  poflefs  nothing  in  com* 
moi>  with  the  ki^g  and  Senate  :  and  while  the  diet 
i&  occupied  in  creating  new  laws^  or  in  modifying 
ih^^id  oxies^  nothing  ought  according  to  him  to 
contx9jdi&  its  authority.  The  place  and  the  time 
neceffary  for  its  convocation  Ihould  be  fixed  by  it- 
£i^  only^  unlefs  unforefeen  circumftances  or  immi- 
pcn^  periU  (hould  require  an  extraordinary  con* 
yocatiqn. 

He  exalts  the  perfon  of  each  member  of  the  le,- 
^iflative  body  above  a^U  other  powers  but  that  of 
vhich  he  m^kes.a  part*  "  From  the  moment  that 
^^  a  nuncio  is  named  (fays  he)  until  that  in  which 
**  he  rfixders  an  account  to  his  dietine,  it  might 
y  perhaps  be  ufcful  to  have  him  diftinguiflied  by 
?f  feme  badge  which  plight  make  him  known;  for 
^^at  iiU  times.iii  perjhnjhouldbefacred  and  inroiolable: 
^^  ai)d  if  he  is  accufcd  of  any  offence  unworthy  of 
ff  l^i^n^  complaint  Ihould  be  made  only  to  the  diet: 
f *  there  he  would  be  acquitted  if  innocent ;  if 
^^  guilty  he  would  be  fent  back  to  his  jalatinate^ 
?'  as  excluded  from  the  right  of  reprefenting  it*  If 
**  he  has  committed  any  a£t  of  violence  or  injuftice 
^^  which  deferves  feverer  punifhment,  he  ought 
^^  not  to  be  arretted  otherwife  than  by  being  put 
^^  intjo  the  hands  of  the  marlhal  of  the  diet^  who 
if  .lhoul4  ^WQr  fo^r  his  perfon :  if  his  peers  judge 
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^*  Wm giiilty,'they  flioM3'!degra*Bhim;  dcfpoilhira 
**  of  the  badges  of  his  dignity  ;  and  fend  htm  td 
^*  the  ordinary  tribunials,  m  be  there  tried  and  pu- 
^*  liiflied  accOix!:rtg  to  tlic  Iftws/'  *  .      .   . 

-  -  Part  6f  theffc  ideas  h^tvc  been  adopted  by  the  *nn- 
•tibrial  aflembly  of  France.  '  Perhaps  it  'might  iba^T 
hhtti  prtident  ift  fuch  tumultuous  circinnftdncc?  as 
the  prefent  to  authorize  their  members  m  bear  fome 
miark  of  diftinftion  during  the  time  6f  their  miffion, 
in  order  to  (belter  them  from  all  infnlcs.     Bythh 
'fuch  perfons  as   may  now    offend  them  withoitt 
knowing  who  they  are,  would  be  left  withoitt  an 
txcufe  :  and  ho  ftranger  would  then  dare  to  Win^ 
gle  among  them,  and  give  obfcority  to  the  expedi- 
tious means  employed  for  afcertaining amajority  of 
fiiffrages.  .    .  .,      ■  ,  • 

The  Abbe  dc  Mabli  infifts,  «  that  ^ir  men 
•*  charged  with  the  ftmftions  of  ntrncio  'b<?  rt*re- 
*'  proachable  :  that  they  (hall  riot  be  branded  ifich 
•^  any  aft  of  injuftice  :  and  rtiat  wltoever  has  once 
'**  difobeyed  the  decrees'  of  the  tribunak  Ihall  be 
^*  excluded  from  the  honour  of  reprelenting  his 
**  province."  .5  >fi: 

I  pleafe  myfelf  with  believing,  that  if  a^lawcon* 
ceived  in  this  fpirit  had  been  paflfed  before  the  con- 
vocation of  the  national  afl'embl}'',  none  of  the 
members  which  compofe  it  would  have  been  ex- 
cluded :  all  are  without  doubt  irreproachable  :  i)ut 
for  future  legiflatures^  ^  nile  Conformable  to  the 
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opinion  of  th«  Abbe  deMafcli 'would  not  be  fuper^ 
fiuous.  ' 

According  to  the  fame  author,  **  no  gentleman 
^*  without  property,  or  who  exercifes  any  domef- 
^'tic  employment  in  the  houfe  of  another  gentlc- 
-f  ^  man,  or  in  the  tdminiftratlon  of  his  eliatcs, 
**  ought  to  be  admkted  to  the  bonour  of  reprc* 
*^  Tentationa* nuncio  to  the  diet."'  ? 

,1  'The reafonlieafligns  for  this  exclufion  is,  ^^ that 
•^  a  ttlan  fubmkted  to  the  orders  of  a  matter,  is  un- 
^^^  worthy  of  enjoying  a  fufFrage  which  is  to  decide 
^^  thelaws  of  a  free  people.'' 

One  of  the  political  points  on  which  Rouffeau 
ahd  the  Abbe  Mabli  are  the  moft  agreed  is,  that 
ibs^  eccefiUive  fnve^^  is  the  enemy  of  the  Ugijlative 
power  I'  and  that  it  is  therefore  necclfary  to  weaken 
the  former  by  dividing  it.  But  they  are  of  very 
^Hfercitt  opinions  refpecling  the  manner  of  confer- 
iwgxhb  crown:  Roufleau  pretends,  thzx from  the 
fHtmetUin  which  it  JhiiU^eeafe  to  be  ele Stive y  the  Po^ 
hiiders  tnAy  bid  adieu  to  liberty ;  and  M.  de  Mabli 
oti  the  contrary  maintains  that  it  is  very  important 
for  them  to  render  it  hereditary;  but  he  advifes  them 
to*  guard  againft  giving  it  to  an  ele£ior  of  Saxony^  or 
tcF'Uny  other. prince  who  (hall  liave  a  fovereignty 
duti'of  their  ibites*  He  alleges  that  all  good  p^* 
triots  in  England  fee  with  regret  their  king  poflefs 
the  eleAorate  of  Hanover,  becaufe  he  can  draw  the 
means  of  corruption  from  his  foreign  fubjeds. 
.  .       .  He 
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^^  catcd  in  the  code  of- laws  they  fay  only,  accord'^ 
*^  big  to  tht*  'u.rifhj^^  dd^.i^jltcd  in  the  archives.'^ 

it  this  iifage  (of  which  I  Itili  doubt)  has  really  cxift- 
cnce  in  Poland,  it  reflects  difgrace  upon  the  diet.  Se- 
cret laws;  laws  which  arc  not  publiflied  in  the  face  of 
God  and  m-Qix  are  the  arfenalsof  the  worli  of  tyranny. 
The  parliaments  of  France  have  alfoliad  their  fecret 
^egift^r^,  where  certaiij  ediccs  were, when  enregifter- 
-cd^inrcribedwuhclaufesvervdifterentfromthofceH- 
tcrcd  in  the  public  regillers.  This  is  one  of  thejuft 
caufcst  of  reproach  againil  thefe  courts,  which 
ought  to  have  neither  private  laws  nor  private  arets. 
It  was  their  pnrt  to  cnrcgiiler  openly,  and  publijc- 
ly,  all  equitable  and  ncccfiary  edicls;  to  proteft 
with  the  lame  opciuu  is  againfl:  fucU  as  appeared  <o 
them  to  be  contrary  to  jufticc  or  to  the  privileges 
of  the  nation,  and  to  prefer  theiofs  of  their  ollices, 
and  expofc  themfclvcs  to  exile,  rather  than  facri- 
iice  the  intcrefts  of  the  people:  that  was  the  proper 
courage  of  magillratcs;  and  it  would  have  been  qs 
glorious  as  that  of  their  military  countrymen  if  it 
bad  been  alway-s  as  watchfuL  This  firmncfs  wliiai 
the  nation  would  have  found  fo  beneficial,  if  pro- 
perly exerted,  has  Ihewn  itfclf  too  much  on  puerile 
occafions,  and  from  perfonal  motives :  and  govern- 
ment, which  has  frequently  abufcd  the  weaknefs  of 
ihcfc  courts,  has  never  been  able  to  free  ufelf  from 
their  ill  employed  relillance.  Happily  the  bodies 
vhicji  were  difprofed  to  opprefs  the  nation,  and  thofe 
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^hich  pretended  to  have  alone  the  right  of  defend- 
lag  it,  have  commited  £b  many  faults,  that  a  new 
order  of  things  is  about  to  fucceed  to  that  under 
whieR  the  rights  of  Frenchmen  were  fo  long  buried. 
The  remedy  of  all  thofe  evils,  which  were  every 
(Iky.  accumulating  on  their  heads,  pointed  out  ih 
contmuatly  by  the  author  of  the  work  whidh  Ihave^ 
jufi  been  analyfing,  has  been  at  length  employed^ 
and  may  France  experience  all  the  falutary  eff<*(ft^ 
which  are  promifed  by  it.  The  ftaic  is  at  this  rtio- 
liient  like  a  lick  perfon'  ilfugglihg  under  a  violent 
crifis,  but  who  muft  when  it  is  over  foon  enjoy 
full  vieour,  and  more  fiourilhing  health  than  that 
which  preceded  the  danger. 

The  Abbe  de  Mabli  Ihews  himfelf  even  more  ti- 
mid, more  circumfpcd,  than  Rouffeau,  on  the 
queftion  of  transforming  the  inhabitants  of  the 
toivns  of  Poland  into  citizens,  and  franchizing  her 
bufbandmen :  fo  much  can  (Irong  national  preju- 
dices awe  the  moft  courageous  writers,  and  make 
them  fupprcfs  their  wifhes  and  their  affections ! 

^*  If  it  were  poflible  (fays  the  Abbe  de  Mably) 
•^  to  give  the  burgefles  of  the  cities  fome  fliare  in 
*^  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  thus  render 
**  them  members  of  a  republic  of  which  they  are 
-*-*  but  the  unhappy  fubjefts;  if  it  were  poflTible  to 
.**  deprive  the  lords  of  the  power  of  fovereign  or  fi- 
**.Dal  judgment,  by  which  they  opprefs  the  inhabir- 
•t*  Mts^of  their  eftatcs:  if  it  were  poflible  to  erc*ft 
Ui  -  •  '  ''  tri^ 
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**  tribunals  where  the  pcafants  might  appeal,  with 
**  fome  hopes  of  fucceft,  to  the  laws  of  humanity, 
^*  it  would  bfe  rendering  the  moft  important  fei*- 
"  vices  to  Poland :  but  this  is  not  a  time  to  think 
**  of  fuch  eftablilhments :  we  niuft  hot  eveh  fufFer 
**^  it  td  be  known  that  we  have  fuch  ideas:  it  would 
'•*  givcf  alarm  to  thofiel'  ancient  prejudices  which  arc 
'*'  too  rhuch  rcfpefted/' 
\  What !  is  the  Abb^  fo  prodigal  of  his  talents  and  of 
his  knowledge  in  legiflation  as  to  give  a  plan  of  go- 
Vernmelit  to  a  people  with  whom  it  is  not  yet  a  time 
to  claim  the  firft  rights  of  man?  Not  yet  a  tiihe' 
to  make  i  burgefs  a  citizen;  a  Hufbahdmah  d  free 
tieing,  and  grant  him  the  pririlege  of  demanding 
juftice  ^t  fome  other  tribunal  befides  that  of  his  op- 
prcflbr?  If  the!  nobles  of  Poland;  if  the  confede^ 
rates  could  not  in  the  year  1771  underftahd  thefe 
truths  fo  fimple  and  fo  natural,  they  were  tinwofthy 
of  the  counfels  of  two  wife  legiflators;  and  it 
Irould  have  been  proper  to  abandon  them  to  the 
Ruffians ;  and  to  leave  them  without  pity  fubmit-* 
ted  to  the  law  of  the  ftrongeft* 

The  Abb6  de  Mabli  gives  much  praife  to  the 
uftge  eftablifhed  in  Poland  of  appointing  ne\^ 
judges  every  year  to  hold  the  courts  of  juftice; 
^  If  it  happens  (fayshe)  that  under  pretence  of  haV^ 
**  ing  judges  more  informed,  and  deceived  by  the 
*'  cuftom  which  prevails  in  fome  provinces  of  fitr- 
*•  tope,  it  (hobld  be  propoiedto  render  the  mag^ 
;  '^ftcrial 
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^\  ilcrkL offices. of  your  fupeiior  courts  pcrpeiuali 
**  rejcd  the  cftabliihmeiit  as  pernicious,  aad.cou- 
**  trary  to  the  public  welfare.  In  the  prefcnt  foiTn, 
y  if  the  judges  arc  perverlc  or  ilUintentioned^  the 
f^inconveniency  is.  fliort  and  tmnfient,  ^vnd  yo\i 
f^  niay  confole  yourfelvcs  under  the  prefent.cvil 
•f  by  looping  foon  to  have  judges  more  caliglwpwl 
*^  and  more  jull:  corruptioft  can  not  eftabliih  itfclf 
f  *  in  tribunals  wlicrc  the  officers  arc  contiawiUy 
•*  changed,  as  in  thofe  where  the  fairiC  judges  tx^ 
*^  crcife  the  magiftracy  for  life:  neither  can  they 
**  form  there  a  jurifprudence  on  practice,  which  is 
V  proper  only  to  ruin  the  authority  of  the  laws*'* 

I  agree  with  the  Abbe  de  MabJy  that  per- 
manent bodies  are  among  the  greatell  inconveni- 
ences which  can  be  introduced  into  a  ftate ;  b^rcaufp 
they  form  claffes  of  citizens  who  feparating  from 
the  main  body  fortify  theoifclves,  and  abufe  the 
union  of  their  powers  in  ordei'  to  obtain  an  au- 
thority often  fuperior  to  the  laws,  and  to  arrogate 
privileges  deftruftive  to  equality :  but  I  grant  c^t 
the  fame  time  that  the  fpirit  of  jullice,  of  gene* 
i;ofiQr,  of  courage,  animate  and  eledrrfy  thefe  bodies 
'ia  a  more  powerful  degree  than  the  unincorporated: 
ijgidividuals  of  fociety :  we  have  feen  companier 
adopt  fuch  heroic  and  magnanimous  rcfoluiions  as 
iiave  aftoniQied  their  fellow  citizens ;  and  that  be^- 
cau^e.thcy  had  the  reputation  of  their  body  to  fup- 
]|^.  JjE'bec^.afc  ibiiietimc&  in  tbe  interior  of  «|t; 
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ftate  certain  affociations,  as  of  the  army,  or  of  fv:)nl9 
particular  regiments,  which  would  fiifTer  themfelvcs 
to  be  deftroyed,  from  the  colonel  to  the  loweft 
foldier,  rather  than  tarnifh  their  ancient  renown.  It 
is  not  perhaps  the  bodies  which  ought  lo  be  chan- 
ged, but  the  fpirit  of  fuch  bodies  where  it  Is  become 
corrupt. 

Although  it  feemcd  to  the  Abbe  de  Mabty  thitt 
pcrverfe  judges  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  tranfient 
jnconveniency,  yet  furely  the  inconveniency  was  not 
lefs  to  be  dreaded  during  the  continuance  of  their 
magidracy  :  for.  it  is  not  a  faft  that  a  citizen  who 
is  condemned,  and  who  in  vinue  of  an  unjuft  fcn- 
tence  lofes  his  fortune  or  his  honour,  can  confole  bm* 
ff^/f  under  the  prcjent  evil  By  hoping  foon  to  have  judges 
more  enlightened  and  more  jujt.  What  would  it  avail 
to  a  man  fligmatized  or  ruined  without  having 
merited  the  misfortune,  that  more  equitable  magif- 
trates  would  one  day  take  the  place  of  thofc  who 
^ad  plunged  him  into  aprobrium  or  mifeiy,  fince  his 
trial  once  terminated  by  the  former  would  not  be 
recognized  by  the  latter? 

I  fliould  rather  chufe  to  leave  the  members  of 
tribunals  in  the  exercifc  of  their  functions  fo  Icrig 
as  their  decilions  are  conformable  to  law,  and  that 
they  had  the  public  voice  in  their  favour :  but  on 
the  firft  decree  which  (hould  be  found  to  be  illegal, 
1  would  have  the  council  of  reviflioh  let  afide  both 
the  fentence, 'and  the  judges  v»ho  had  ligncdit; 

and 
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and  make  a  report  of  the  text  of  the  law  whlclt 
bad  b^n  violated  by  them. 

Such  a  pra6tice  would  be  produfti ve  of  manjf 
good  eifefts«  In  the  firft  place  all  candidates  for 
magifterial  offices  would  perceive  that  the  duration 
of  their  miniftry  mufl  depend  on  the  conformity  of 
their  decrees  with  the  laws,  and  they  would  confe- 
queotlj  ftudy  them  and  make  themfelves  pcrfedtlf 
acquainted  with  their  fpirit* 

In  the  fecond  placfe,  all  the  magidrates  called  t6 
thedecifion  of  a  caufe,  being  bound  to  give  theijt 
opinion  in  writing,  would  pay  the  ftrideft  atten* 
tion  to  the  proceedings,  and  not  lightly  hazard  their 
fufirages  on  any  report  which  might  be  made  to 
them. 

9 

In  fine,  there  would  be  an  emulation  among  all 
the  members  of  the  tribunals  for  holding  theif 
offices  as  long  as  poifible ;  and  the  honour  of  feni* 
ority  would  be  no  longer  the  weak  reward  of  years 
but  the  diftinguifhing  recompence  of  psrfevering 
integrity. 

The  Abb6  de  Mably  is  much  better  (hcltered 
firom  all  reafonable  contradidion  when  he  advifes 
the  Polanders  to  avoid  in  their  negociations,  and  id 
what  is  called  tbe  department  of  foreign  affairs ^  aU 
fecret  intentions ;  and  to  fubftitute  a  free  and  public 
conduft,  for  thofe  little  arts  of  our  cabinets  which 
men  of  moderate  talents  deem  fo  important.  ^^  I 
"  woidd  not  (fays  he)  fuffer  that  myftery  which  ii 
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^*  employed  in  ritgociations  :  and  I  will  venture  t3,, 
•*  allure  thofe  politicians  who  envelop  tbemfelvei 
**  with  fo  much  care  that  they  are  frequently  dif- 
**  covered  y  that  when  jthey  are  not,  they  are  never  ,• 
*"*  believed  j  and  that  thus  all  their  pains  are  loft*^ 
*^  Men  cannot  adt  too  openly  if  they  would  w«  - 
**  deceive  or  be  deceived.'*     In*  confequcnce,  bd 
Would  not  have  the  council  for  foreign  affairs,  give  3 
any  orders  to  the  agents  of  the  republic  without. : 
having  firft  made  their  report  to  the  fenate.  •* 

All  treaties  ought,  according  to  the  Abb6,  to  be  • 
concluded  by  the  king  and  the  fenate,  and  ratified^ 
by  the  general*  diet :    wthout  this  ratification  he 
\villnot  allow  them  to  ba  confidered  as  engage-  • 
ments,  or  to  have  the  force  of  law.  :  -  • 

The  Abbe  de  Mabli  veiy  juftly  reproaches  the" 
Polanders  for  their  want  of  police :  for  the  negli- 
gence of  the  republic  as  to  the  keeping  up  thek  . 
high  ways:  and  for  the  indifference  with  whicji  ■ 
they  expofe  travellers  to  great  inconveniency  firom*^ 
finding  no  afylums  on  their  roads  but  x\\&den  of-ft- 
Jew  or  the  hovel  of  a  peafant.  This  obliges  the  • 
grandees  to  travel  at  much  expence  and  with  a  au- 
merous-efcort.  -  ■' 

He  exhorts  the  Polanders  to  make  their  roads 
fccure  from  danger  :  to  caufc  inns  to  be.  conftructed.t 
upon  them  :  to  renounce  the  duty  paid  by  traveller./ 
for  fleeping  on  their  journey^  a  duty  which  thci^K;) 
ferior  jaobiliiy  have  arrogated  :  and  in  ^dc-Co  cp^^,u 

.X.  tend 


t  -w     % 


•  I  '       .  •         •  •  •  .      .      .. 

'^H?  3e  MM  tm  PolnAd.     -  35/ 

re  police  of  the  grand  marlhal  which  waS  li- 
ne the  (liftancc  of  three  leagues  from  Warfaw. 

Abb6  dc  Mabli  appears  to  me  to  indicate 
Polanders  but  feeble  and  trifling  means  of 
blifliing  their  military  force.  He  propofes.to' 
DT  invite  foreign  officers  into  their  fervice ;  and 
^Swi^s  I'egiments  into  thdr  pay  for  complepng 
rhber  of  their  troops.  He  does  not  perceive 
•  afterwards  contradifts  himfelf  when  he  fays  5 
1  perfuaded  that  in  fpite  of  the  beft  eftablilh* 
ts  for  fecuring  the  empire  of  the  laws,  and 
oifing  the  birth  of  arbitary  power,  a  people' 

always  end  in  flavery  if  each  citizen  does 
believe  himfelf  deftined  to  be  a  foldier.  We 
w  what  has  been  the  fate  of  all  thofe  coward- 
indolent,  and  inconfiderate  nations,  who  for 
mbarraffing  themfelves  from  the  fatigues  and 
dangers  of  war,  have  confided  to  mercenaries 
care  of  defending  them.  Inftead  (coh- 
es  he)  of  the  military  order  which  reigns  in 
zerland,  let  us  fuppofe  their  force  to  confift 
lys  of  mercenary  foldiers,  and  we  Ihould  foon 
liberty,  peace,  and  good  fortune  take  their 
tit.'' 

\  true  that  thefe  meafures  of  inviting  officers 
►ther  nations,  and  enrolling  foreign  regiments' 
^dvifed  only  as  temporary  expedients ;  and 
It  Abbe  announces  a  time  when  they  may 
'^^  Ihat  no  gentlcQiaa  (hall  be  capable  of  en*' 

A  a  a  *'  joying 
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'^ 
*^  joying  honours,  dignities,  offices,  or  rcwafHsy 

**  under  the  republic,  until  hehajfcrved  a  oertaia> 

^  number  of  years :  and  it  (hould  be  made  a  point 

^  of  honour  to  obey  difcipline,  which  at  this  tknc* 

*5.  affrights  them."' 

The  opinion  of  the  AblJc  dc  N&bli  on  the  means^ 

of  repairing  the  diforders  of  the  finances  requires  to 

,  he  developed,  beeaufe  it  applies  to  the  prefeht  fi- 

.  tuation  pf  tha  finances  of  France. 

*^  Whatever  difpofitiohs  may  be  made  by  the- 
*<  PoUnders  (fays  he)  for  the  reform  of  their  go- ' 
•^  vernment,  I  know  not  whether  it  would  be  wife- 
**  in  them  when  they  have  made  it,. to  edablifli  the 
^'  new  imports  for  which  the  republic  may  have  ofc* 
*^  cafion,  in  order  to  carry  oaits  operations.  Far* 
*^  from  leaving  any  pretence  for  complainings  ill' 
**  perfons  ought  to  find  tUemfelvcs  more  at  eafe' 
^  upon  the  eftablifhment  of  new  laws, 

"  But  it  may  be  afked  me  what  a  republic  can^ 
^^  do  which  has  occafions,  and  no  funds  to  fupply* 
*'  them?  I  reply,  that  it  muft  learn  patiently  to  do^ 
*^  without  fupplies.  Neceflity  is  a  great  inftfUAcr:- 
*^  fhe  opens  unexpeded  refources  :  arid  if  ydiir  re* 
**  public  knows  how  to  aft,  only  by  circulating" 
•*^'money,  it  will  be  foon  exhaiifted.  Have  you  not 
**  remarked  that  what  is  called  public  credit y  which 
**  the  politician  regards  as  a  great  fund,  has  al-^ 
*^ways  multiplied  the  wants  of  a  date;  rendered 
•*  defires  more  imjirudent ;  and  reduced  the  go* 

^^  verxuneot 


Abbi  de  Mabli  on  PvlanJ^  357 

r 

^!/vernment  to  extreme  weaknefs  ?     1  (hould  like 

••*.  to  have  a  nation  which  forms  itfelf,  expofed  to 

y.f  perplexing  trials :    they  will  exalt  its  charac- 

^*  t6r. 

**  The  Polandcrs  woald  be  too  happy  if  che  em- 

f^  barraffment  of  providing  for  their  occaAons, 

'-^/^  '{hould  accuftom  the  government  to  the  gVeateft 
"f^  OBConomy  :  and  the  law  fliould  order  the  gfati(J 
■*'  treafurer,  or  the  council,  to  apply  Icfs  to  the  art 

^  V  of  improving  the  finances,  than  to  that  of  doing 

^^  without  them/' 

^  ^ '  If  fuch  counfel  could  be  given  to  and  followed 

,  ^y  the  French  at  this  moment ;  if  ic  were  poffible 
<o  affift  the  adminiftrators  of  their  finances  to  find 

.  jthe  art  of  doing  wiihoitt  iheniy  the  people  would  be 

.  Relieved  from  a  heavy  burden ;  and  their  repre- 
ffentatives  would  proceed  without  obftacles,  and  in 
♦the  midfl:  of  public  fecurity,  to*. the  gceat.end  of 

.ttheir  labours. 
.  ^^  Let  them  t^bfeEve  in  hiftory  (fays -the  Abbe 

.  ^-^^  dc  Mabli)  what  great  things  have  been  done  by 
'^*  poor  nations ;  let  them  examine  whether  thofe 
'^.'  who  have  confidered  money  as. the  nerv^  of  war 
^*  have  not  been  always  weak,  languifliing  and  ua- 

•  '^«  fortunate  :  they  will  derive  knowledge  from  this 
•**  ftudy,  very  favourable  to  the  extraordinary  doc- 
•^^  trine  which  I  prefent.     In  a  word,  unlefs  they 

^  /f/  flearn  how  to  do  many  things  with  little  mon^j 

;■;;  Aaj  ^r\i 
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y  it  ig  ^cmonftra.blc  ihae  tfeey^  wiU-  foon  haye^Ua)e 
**  or  nothing  to  do.' '  /      ...'■.  .. 

:,,  Thefe  Ieffon3  niay  not  be  ufclcfe  to  the  country- 
men of  the  Abbede  Mabli,    France  is  become* 
^lieW; nation :  £he  ha$  had  extcnfive  credit :  that  cre- 
idit;  ^%  beeo  <he  mean3  of  deranging  her  finances. ; 
.tliPBow poi3r^ffe/'it:|io oipre-  J5ut i$  it ,a l^f^/^o h^ 
citQ  :be  flapped:  onthc;  very  bnnk  pf  thp  ahyrs^imto 
v>i^Jhich  ibc  was  gqing  to  px^ecipitate  herfelf  ^    She 
^yi'i\\  become  more;  ricb  from  <a^onoiny  than  ihe  w^s 
.when  pofleffed  of  that  refowc^.    While  her  ad- 
nxiniftratora  beheld  vad  ili3od9.of  ireaTure  po\ircd  in 
:by  foreigners^  they  negle<5bed  to  make  retxendi- 
;mencs  in  the  public  expenditure :  ^  tbcy  were  pro* 
digal,  becaufe  they  found  an  abundant,  capital  in 
the  treafury :  and  when  that  capital  was  exhaufted, 
the  (ight  of  the  immenfe  intereft  with  which  the 
itate  was  charged  overwhelmed  them*    They  bad 
no  more  money;  and  it  was  nzztSox^  to  repaiy  in 
portions  what  had  been  obtasaedin  a^mafsoU  the 
public  credit.    They  had  habituated  the  attend* 
^ants  of  the  court  to  live  in  extravagance  ;:andi  they 
had  no  longer  the  power  of  being  juft^  reven  to- 
.wards  their  moft  lawful  creditors.  Their .ftrars'.werc 
fpread  through   the  whole  nation  :    indignadon 
foon  gave  place  to  the  dread  of  lofing  .^^fftxy  thing; 
and  honour  took  the  public  debt  under  its  fafc'- 
guard.    But  in  order  to  fulfil  the  engagements  of 

honour. 
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^lidiicmr,' ir Jwas neceflSry  tdi-fegfc Aerate  the  finances;^ 
aiid  to  appropriate  them  by  a  new  fyftcm. 
'    ^France  might  be  4:0m pared  to  a  fine  park  orna- 
*ifM5nted  with  beautiful  woods,  interfered  with  vif- 
co^  -Which? i^p<ined' to  delightful  rerreats ;  and  where 
'ljg;%ll^^i'tive,animaU  liTdd  happy  and  tranquil  for 
ihe^larfare-of  the  mifter;    It  was  become  neccf- 
fai^- W^elli^hefe  feieA\tt!ffu^^^dods  ;^^  to  conreit  them 
^irttoprbdiuftivefiictd^'V to  tilt  the  ground;  to ibw 
itt  "t^  rfewiove  the  «ftimJiU^  which  would-d<fcv^our  its 
fruit$'$'  ^d  to  expeft'^vpith  patience  the  harvefl, 
*  which  muft  fpring  upy  arid  make -plenty  »Ai)dc«ed  to 
^he:  lare  fterile  beauty  bf'che'fcene/     The  trees 
which' ivid  been  cut  down  wei'e  dlfo  to  bctturned 
^to  advantage :  th^  were  fold,  but  at  a  low  price  : 
.^iid^chui  wbachad  afibtiddd  Ohlyrfiiade-  now  pro- 
duced moniey-:  whac  had'-iconfiimed  the  nouriih- 
knent  of  the  earth  now  fupplied  the  means  for  its 
cultivation;  and  what- h^  been,  but  luxury,  op- 
preffif^e to  the  fktcy  became  aTource  of .its«nches. 
f  t^^Tb*  GoliedioR  of  the  public  revenue  (coati- 
'^^  iliiaitbe-Abb^  deMabli)^fhould-be  made  in  the 
"  moft  iimple  manner^  and  without  the  aid  of  /n?/- 
*^  /tf^,  (farmers  of  the  revenue),  becaufe  th^y  would 
^  fbon  convert,  what  fhould  only  be  confidered  as 
^^  a;fupport  to  the  flate,  and  managed  with  oecono- 
*^  my  and  fidelity,  into  a  difficult  and  myfterious 
^f  an,  unknown  to  all  .hut  thcmfelvcs  :  and  would 
y.aot  negled  taking  advantage  of  the  general  i^-' 
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f^norance  to  deocivie  the. people^: while. atid)enfitit# 
^f  time^  by  augmcating  the  wants  of  government; 
ii  they  rendered  theniieWea  .ooafters  o£  ka>  operas 
**  tions."  :•  : .  •    .^.  ':      '  :  •  ' 

Thus  in  a  few  wordsi^rdidoiGfeGrets^offiiianoers 
rev^akd.  They  never  enrich  tbemfelves  more/tliiui 
when  the  ftate  has  occafioa  for  their.  aflEftana^siH 
h.iihen  that  they  entrap  ie  hi..€b^irihare$L;:  nbatseil 
dependant  upon  them;  .and  purchafe  ohjoafyiteitni 
the^  right  of  muUiplying  the  means  oi  exhouAmg 
the  nation*  They  ki»>w  how-to. avail  themfibbesiif 
all  the  occa(ions(y  aU  thp  paffioita  of  :mto ;.  iopulcinoe; 
mediocrity,  mifery,  aothing  .cfcape^  thefix^/aiKi 
even  fraud  they  will  find  meaasi  of iconvvnilig^  into 
a  fource  of  profit :  thus  ow  .qf  ithoir  aixs  -isito  oih 
courage,  in  order  to  beaefiihyiheiioipnidfCDce^if 
government^  suuiitor  fMke  it  ;pay  ideaf  i  fafMitsi^i^ift 

fucceflcs.  .:■:::..  .--^   "Cc'^jf;   ^  =  v'. 

^' It  woiUdbe  fortiindie;(contini»eaitfaaiyibc)de 
^^  Mabli)  if  after  having  deteiminedsthc  funLne^ 
f^  ceiTary  for  fupporting  the  republic^;  d&ey  coold 
^^  fix  invariably  the  quota  which  each , pnnrinco 
^^  (hould  pay  in  proportioa  t»  its  weaikh.;r:  and 
^^  leave  to  the  dietines  the  liberty  of  e£laUifliixig' in 
*^  their  rcfpedive  jurifdidions  the  mode  of  levyin^g 
<^  it  which  they  judge  to-be  the  leaft  oppre£5:ve; 
^^  The  treafurer  of  each  palatinate  Ihould  tender  an 
^^  account  of  his  adminiflratian  to  the  dietine;  and 
^  ^  pay  the  fum  coatributcd  by  his  difbrid  ihtd 

<^the 


^rthesciaffcrsiof  theignmd  Jtreafurcc  or  the  eouncii 
•^affinacrccL;  who  >ilicml(i;be  obliged  to  account 
f  t  coiche  fenate  ^md^e  :;gtii:erdl  •  diet  ^  for  die  ftimi 
•^  they  have  received  and  difburfed."  «    *'■ 

tritifiitfacifciwifeiafid:  ^cntigheened  ideas  have  been 
lofl}  toa<fbUmd,  theyr  have  not  been  linufefal^oci 
Sranoce^JiEke  natiabdlt^embiy  after  havings  fup^ 
|reflblri  ali:^'fuperft«ious=  expemces  {  .after  having 
iighsenredithe  ilate*  of^  tbo^e  charges  which  it  t)ad 
^fsoUuiCMfily  incurred^  wiiliout' having  means:  pi^oi 
|H)cCfca>tdt'to  titei.burdeiL:  andaiter  having  tired 
^fihe/iTQle  of  jufticeand  dignity  the  expences^e* 

tefiacy  for  fupportingthe  pviblic  eftabliOiment,  have 
givca  them  for  bafisaitribute  divided  among  all  the 
dttpartineocS)  (in  proportion^  co  ^the  riches  they  de* 
mo  frokttitiieir.dcquim  or  their  indudry  :  each 
deparaneM  being  ta|diftnbol€  the  weight  on  all  the 
individuals  it  contains  ;  to  make  the  collefUon  at 
at^HttlerexpenceaspofiTible^stnd  to  convey  it  to  the 
flatxanal  tceaftiry  ^  the  rei^nue  of  which  will  be  no 
falore>  diverted' fro^n  in  courfe  by  fubterraneodi 
ehonoel^y  £or  pai!npering'  pEarafidlcai'  weeds. 
txThciiAibbe  do  Mabli  defireSi,  and  very  wifely, 
tfaat^  *^  bdides  thefum  whidi  each  province  pay^ 
t^  to  the  jrepublic,  it  (haU  be  authorifed  to  aflefs 
^.ifiapofts  for  the  purpofes  of  paying  the  falaries  of 
**  the  ofiLcers  employed  by  the  province  ;  for 
♦^•making  and  repairing  the  roads  ;  conftruding 
^  bridges;  and  makin^^ iifefui  eft^biiihm^nts  with- 
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»^'  in  its  limits.  This  admiaiftniticm  eftjoycd'^ 
^*  the  provinces  wouhd  prcierve  the  appearance  df 
^  tliat  independence,  of  which  they  are  fo  tena- 
*'  clous ;  give  opportunity  for  the  difplay  of  talents'^ 
;^^and  excite  among  them  a  very  advantageow 
/f*  emvilation/'  •  ^.      i  ..;; 

If  the  principal  municipalities  of  France'fiiouUl 
4>btain   this  valuable  privilege,    let  tbem  vgnaicd 
againft  abufing  it :  let  theol  adopt  the  pna<%iceof 
•giving  public  information  to  all  the  inhabitants; 
and  obtaining  the  confent,  almofl  to  urianimity  of 
all  tlic  contributors,  before  they  require  anyrthing 
from  them  f  let  them  render  to  them  an  exad:  ac* 
count  of  the  employment  of  liheir  monoy :  let  them 
never  depart  from  the  raoft'fevere  loconomyit  and 
let  them  intruft  the  conducing  of  ailipiablfic  works 
to  men  of  irreproachable  charader  ^  and  -let  (hem 
BOtwithftanding  watch  over  them  with  care  :    for 
the  people  have  beenfo often  vidims  of  abufe,  and 
^  unjuil  preferences ;  tlmt  they  will  always  fufpedt 
depredation,   infidelity,  and  theft  which  do  not 
exift :  and  it  is  the  influence  of  ^eedonob  *  aJone 
which  can  wholly  banifh  thefefufpicions,  and  oblige 
them  to  honour  that  authority  which  they  are  fo 
much  difpofed  to  blacken  and  calumniate^ 

I  fhall  flop  here:  for  I  do  not  think  it  my  d«ty 
to  follow  the  Abbe  de  Mabli  through  his  whole 
work  for  the  fake  of  defending  his  fyftem.  I  have 
;touched  upon  all  his  material  points j  and  have 

dwjEilt 


^welt  particularly  on  thofc  which  had  any  tdatioii 
"to  <hc  prefect  ftate  of  France,  becaufe  it  was  the 
befti  means  of  prolonging  attention  on  a  fubjeft 
fo  much-  exi^aufted;  and  I  have  endeavoured  to 
f^laiceJua^  conjparauvcr  point  of  view  the  talents 
and  the  ideas  of  the  two  legiHatofs  confulted  by 
;Paiand«  '.If  I  might  be  permitted  to  give  rhy  opi- 
isiiiDii  of  their  fyftems  I  (houjd  fay  ^  that  after  render- 
"isg  CO  the  Abbe  de  Mabli  all  the  juftic^  \vhich^^» 
^lueto  his  wifdom;  to  his  regard  for  what  is  good 
and  juft;-  to  his  profound  political  views;  and  to 
fcis  knowledge  of  the  charafters  of  nations,  I  am 
far  from  believing  his  plan  of  government  com* 
pacable  witk  that  of  Rouifeau;  Can  there  be 
any  thing  more  ingenious,  I  had  almoft  faid 
more  magical^  than  the  art  with  which  Roufleaa 
Leads  the,  Polifli  pcafants  out  of  the  chains  of  fla- 
very,  and  brings  them  to  the  enjoyment  of  free- 
dom? How  weli  che  knows  how  to  humour  thd 
W-«^knefs  of'  a  vain  people  who  make  chimeras  the 
obje6t$  o£  their  pride !  He  finds  the  means,  of  ex^ 
tending  idienfibly  to  all  the  citizens  the  luftre  of 
nobility^  in  order  to  open  to  them  admiflion  to  th« 
diets ;  astd  of  making  them  participate  in  the  go-^ 
vernment  without  wounding  a  prejudice  not  eafily 
removed. 

But  thdt  which  is  above  all  praife,  is  his  idea  of 
railing  merit  and  virtue  from  the  moft  modeft  em- 
ployments of  the  republic;  lof  making  them  pais 
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Cu.cceffively  from  degree  to  degree;  from  dignicjr 
to.  dignity;  from  diftin^Sion  to  diftinftion;  and 
iO)qwiag  them  in  pcrfpeftivc  die  glory  of  the  diacknit 
as  the  poflible  reward  cf  patriotiiin  and  talent;s. 

:  Any  other  than  Rpuffeau  would  have  ftopt  here, 

./.■-    ..  .      ... 

IMid  feei)  nobbing  to  prppofe  beyond  a  crown  as  an 

•  ■  I'  '  "...  f 

incentive  to.perfey^rance  in  virjtuc^  or  to.thc  ain- 
ihitionofreigqing:"  but  it  was.  not  enough  for  his 
igepius.    He  goes  to  fearch  in  the  mofl  remote  an- 
j4;iquity  an  inftitution  ncglefted^  annihilated:  and 
revives  it  as  a  means  oi*  retraining  even  on  the 
fhrone  the  prince  whom  he  has  placed  upon  it;  and 
^yhole  peribn  is  inviolable,.  <  He  (hews  him  on  one 
fide  his  memory  adorned  with  hoaours;  his  widow 
maintained  by  the  rcpubUc;  and  his  children  di- 
<(linguiflied  by  an  augufl  title^  if  he  lias  perfevered 
an  equity  :    on  the  other^  he  prefents  his  memory 
Jbranded  with  infamy;  his  remains  excluded  from 
^he  royal  fepulchre;  the  partner  of  bis  bed  call  off; 
.  jjid  his  children  plunged  into  obfcurityj  if  he  (hould 
\  have  the  misforxune  of  tarnifhinghis  ^ory  by  unjiifl: 
jaftions;  and  of  making  his  people  lament  ihat  they 
:J^ad  him  for  their  king.  .     ^ 

.  I  muft  however  make  one  obfervation  pn  this 
iybjedt*  Rouffeau  pretends  that  this  folcma.  infti- 
tution of  trying  monarchs  after  their  deceafc  exift- 
cd  only  in  Egypt,  and  has  never  been  followed,  by 
^fany  otlier  people  on  earth.  Bucnotwithftandi^g 
;i;us  aifei^tion  :«rje  &nd  .traces  of  it  ia  mod^^hii^a^^ 

0» 


On  the  death  of  Wltlidfn  tfic  Cbnqueror,  x^-^o  tii^^ 
tnirn^d  to  end  his  days  ttf  the  bofom  of  that  prB- 
•rinfce  which  he  had  ^nifted  tb'afcend  the  Engli^ 
throite,  as  they  were  g6ing  to  remore  his  doffiS/fit 
order  t6  depcfit'it  wkh  hoiiours  in  the  pfece  dFfc- 
i^ultiiteV  a' {irivate '  gehile^^^  laid  his  hfWd  itj)(fe- 
the  coffin,  and  cried'  ouf^"  7'  oppof^  'tSi  rjiihWd'^hf 
tVillidm.  Of  what  do  you  acctife  hirrij  ^en^iiifttl 
theiftohlihcd  attendant^!  'I'  accufe  hfei,  replfSi" 
the  gehtlemah,  of*  having  taken  frbm  me  my'liafr^ 
to  found  upon  it  aii  abbeys  The  funferal  cefferrii- 
hy  was  that  nionient  fulpeiidtfd ';  the  acctifetioh  ^a's 
proved  to  be  true;  the  land  Avas  reftored  to'tfie 
proprietor;  and  the  colrps  of  William  was  interred 
in  the  tomb  operidd  foi^  its  reception. 

This  hiftbricar  anecdote  was  perhaps  unknowa 
•  to  Roufleau,  tor  perhaps  he  thought  one  fingle  in- 
ft^ce  did  'riot  refer  to  the  Egyptian  inftitiiition* 
However  it  may  t)e,  tftis  folemn  trial  of  kings  Wf- 
rertiieirdetesife  might' Hill  be  admitted  into  tlic 
J^rbhch  cbnftitution;  and  the  eftabhthisnent  would 
'  hieet^With  left  oppofit  ion  as  it  would  have  in  it  no- 
thing formidable  for  that  prince,  who  reigns  not 
io  much  over  France  as  he  does  in  the  affetStions  of 
Jkis  faithful  fubjefts:  and  in  that  day,  which  will 
be  a  day  of  mourning  through  the  whole  monar- 
chy, if  the  nionks,  if  the  clergy  fhouW  dare  to  fur- 
-  round  his  bier,    and  oppofe  his*  remains  being 
iHfltcd'ro  tKofe  of  his  augiift  ihccf^s^  by  exclaim^ 
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ing,  be  fuffered  us  under  his  reign  to  be  defpoiled  of  our 
pojfejffionsy  the  indignant  nation  would  avenge  the 
injuftice  done  his  memory,  by  raiiing  to  him  a 
magnificent  monument,  on  which  thefe  words 
would  be  engraved :  To  Louis  XVhfor  having  re^ 
fioredto  the  true  proprietors  the  riches  of  which  fuper^ 
Jit  ion  and  fanaticifm  had  deprived  them. 
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V 

Of  the  Constitution  of  Swed^^^^        ^. 

.  .  .  .\^ 

X  HE  ftate  whofe  conftitution  I  am  going  to 
examine  offers  more  revolutions  of  government  to 
our  view,  and  gives  a  fuller  proof  than  any  other, 
how  difficult  it  is  to  fix  a  nation  within  limits  which 
injuflice  and  a  fatal  infenCbility  cannot  break 
through. 

Sweden  has  pafled  through  the  gradations  the 
mod  favourable  and  the  moft  fatal  to  liberty.  We 
have  feen  her  chufe  her  kings;  dethrone  them;  unite 
with  a  neighbouring  power;  fubmit  voluntarily  to 
his  yoke;  deliver  herfelf  from  that  yoke ;  re-efta- 
blifti  monarchical  power;  renounce  the  right  of 
cledling  her  kings;  experience  under  their  heredi- 
tary authority  all  the  weight  of  defpotifm;  rein- 
ftate  herfelf  in  her  original  privileges;  ereft  arifto- 
cracy  in  the  place  of  monarchy ;  grow  weary  of  it; 
and  in  fine  confcnt  to  exift  under  an  almoft  abfo- 
Jute  power,  which  is  her  prefent  (ituation. 

As  all  political  events  depend  on  each  other;  and  , 
ail  form  links  in  the  chain;  we  muft,  in  order  todif- 
cover  the  caufe  of  the  elevation  of  the  pcefcnt  kiJig 

of 
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of  Sweden,  recur  to  the  firft  ages  of  the  mo^ 
narchy;  examine  what  it  has  been;  and  by  what 
a  fucceflion  of  circumflancts  it  is  become  what  we 
now  find  it. 

To  avoid  being  bewildered  iii  too  remote  ages, 
and  falling  into  an  abyfs  of  errors, 'llhaJl'dividV 
thefe  hiftorical  refcarches  into  three  periods. .  The 
firft  fliall  commence  with  the  revoliinon  wbicK 
placed  Guftavus  Vafa'on  the  throne/  Tnc' ftcpnct 
(hall  extend  from  the  reign  of  that  illuftrtbiii  fo-^ 
vereign  to  the  death  of  Charles  XII.  Arid'thf 
third  (hall  include  the  time  Irom'thede'c^afe  ofttuit 
conqueror  to  the  completion  of  the  laft  rerolutlofi 
in  1772,  which  produced  the .  pfefeiit  *  cooIUiu* 
tion. 

In  the  twelfth  century,  when  the  nariqns  wliich 
fiouri(hed  in  Europe  groaned  under  the  feudaT 
reign,  or  under  an  opprcHivc  ariftbcracy,'"  Tibertj^ 
feemed  to  have  taken  refuge  in  the*  extfcmrtl&^of 
the  north :  but  (he  exifted  there  in  the  niidft  oriihc* 
moft  violent  turbulence,  and  made  tlie  inhaBItants 
pay  dearly  for  her  fojourn  among  them  ;  for  in- 
ftead  of  enjoying  her  favours  in  peace.,  they  dil^ 
puted  them  with  ferocity,  and  fell  viftims  to  their* 
rage«  '  ' 

From  that  time  four  orders  compofed  all  thfl 
force  of  government,  and  united  in  them  the  fo- 
Ycreignty  :  the  laft  of  thefe  orders,  that  of  the  pea- 
ikots,  which  was  the  Icaft  enlightened,  was  the  opoft 

redoubt-* 
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ihcqoubt^blc.  Guided  by  inftinft,  which  direds  al-  ] 
ways  to  independence^  thpfe  who  made  any  attacks 
on  the  public  liberty  experienced  more  than  once 
the  effeft  of  their  power. 

If  their  oppreflbrs  had  been  niore.  politic,  iflfteaa 
gf  endeavouring  to  overwhelm  this  fourth  order 
Vith  the  three  others,  they  would  have  piirfued  aii 
oppdfite  conduct,  and  by  favouring  the  tniiltitude^ 
bavc  made  ufe  of  the  force  of  that  body  for  efta- 
tlilhing  their  ufurpatioiis.  But,  through  a  fingii- 
lac  fatality,  thofe  who  are  the  foes  of  freedom  atU 
ways  neglcft  to  employ  the  means  moft  certain  of 
ehfuring  their  fuccefs  :  and  men  who  are  the  bed 
able  to  maintain  liberty,  never  take,  the  moft  ef- 
feftual  methods  of  preferving  it. 

The  kings  of  Sweden  and  the  order  of  the  pca- 
iants  lived  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  mutual  fufpicion,  that 
wc  .find  aniong  their  ancient  culloms  Cut  of  a  Very 
Sngular  fpecies*  Whenever  the  hlonarch  pafTed 
from  one  province  to  another,  the  inhabitants,  who 
were  for  the  moft  part  peafants,  for  there  were  then 
very  few  towns,  required  hoftages  from  him  for  the 
fccurity  of  their  privileges ;  and  hd  received  two 
from  them  for  the  fafety  of  his  perfon.  When  fub- 
jeds  are  thus  always  fufpicious  of  fome  hoftile  in- 
tention in  their  prince ;  and  he  in  returh  is  fearful 
of  their  regicide  ideas ;  there  can  be  no  ties  of  ju- 
ftice  or  afTedion  between  them :  the  latter  re- 
gards  the  former  as  enemies  whom  he  mud  fubdue, 
:  \*0L.  I.  B  b  ■''  9XSi 
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and  they  confidcr  him  as  a  tyrant  whom  it  is  prudcnr 
to  enchain. 

« 

There  is  one  naturial  qiicftion  wiilch  prefents  it- 
felf  rb  the  mind  on  this  fubjcd  :  it  U  wliy  the  Swc- 
difh  peafanis  were  the  firft  and  the  only  onfes  which' 
formed  a  feparatc  order,  and  became  ohe  of  the 
memliers  which  com^ffed  the  ftate?  T^he  nature 
of  the  foil  and  of  the  climate  is  not  the  oiily  caufc : 
Mr.  Sheridan  has'  pointed  out  another  wtich  is  left 
vague  and  more  fatisfaftory,' 

*^  After  the  deftruAion  of  the  Roman  empire^ 
*^  by  the  invafion  of  the  northern  barbarians,-  thefe 
'^  having  eftablilhed  themfclves  on  its  riiins,  and' 
**  taken  poflcflion  of  the  countries  they  had  fub- 
*'*  dued  ;  did  not  exterminate^  biit  alTociated  with' 
*'  fiich  of  the  ancien^  inhabitants  as  remained  af- 
*^  ter  the  conqueft,  arid  dven  divided  the  landis 
**  with  them  in  certain  proportions. 

*^  But  then  the  native  countries  of  thefe  tarbari- 
'^  ans,  which  were  thofe  fitiiated  to  the  north,  were 
*^  inhabited  only  by  themfclves,  without  any  intcr- 
^^  mixture  of  another  people ;  whereas  the  fouthera 
*^  parts  of  Europe,  which  had.been  under  the  do.- 
•^  minion  of  the  Romans,  were  in  the  joint  poffef- 
'^  fion  of  the  barbarous  nations,  and  of  their  own 
**  ancient  inhabitants. 

^^  Thus  in  the  latter  wc  difcover  two  diftinft 
*^  people,  viz.  the  conquerors  and  the  conquered 
♦*  occupying  at  once  the  lame  country :  in  tho  for- 

"  mcr„ 
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*^  mcr,  oh  the  contrary,  wc  meet  only  with  the  re- 
^*  maining  part  of  thofe  fierce  inhabitants,  who 
*^  perhaps,  lefs  enterprising  than  their  count ry» 
**  men,  inftead  of  (allying  forth  in  queft  of  new 
**  fettlements,  had  continued  at  home  contented  with 
^*  their  native  forefts.  Thefe,  ir  is  to  be  prefumed, 
*'  preferred  their  ancient  cuftdms  and  government.'* 

The  fame  author  feems  to  have  difcovered  the 
tirue  caufe  of  the  degradation  of  the  clafs  of  pea- 
fants  in  the  more  fouthern  parts, 

**  Thofe  (continued  he)  who  had  Acquired  ilew 
**  pofleffioii^,  in  which  the  former  inhabitants  ftill 
**  continued  to  refide,  were  under  the  neceflity  of 
**  deviling  fome  expedient  which  would  enable 
'*  them  to  guard  againft  furprife,  and  fecure  them 
**  from  the  fiidden  attacks  to  which  fuch  ^  fijuation 
'*  muft  naturally  have  expofed  them, 

**  This  it  was  that  gave  rife  to  the  feudal  fyftem, 
*^  which  we  find  eftabliftied  by  thefe  bold  invaders 
^*  wherever  they  fettled." 

^'  When  we  confider  (fays  Mr.  Sheridan)  th# 

*^  incroaching  fpirit  which  ever  attends  thofe  who 

■*^  are  poffefled  of  power ;  that  here  there  was  oa 

**  one  hand  a  body  of  men  neceflarily  defencelefii^ 

^^  while  their  fierce  conquerors  were,  on  the  other^ 

**  always  armed  and  prepared  for  adtion  :  when  wt 

.  **  refledk  too  on  the  contempt  in  which,  during 

*\  thofe  martial  ages,  every  man  was  held  who  was 

^'  not  a  foldier ;  that  among  the  ancient  Gennatu, 

f  ^  who  difdaincd  every  occupation  but  war,  agri« 
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'*  Gulmre  was  left  entirely  to  their  flaves;  it  witt* 
**  not,  I  think,  appear  extraovdinary,  if  they  fooii' 
*^  confidered,  and  treated  as  fuch,  all  thofc  whoap- 
^^  plied  themfelves  to  it." 

•  Thfe  conclufioa  to  be  drawn  from  this  very  pro- 
bable opinion  is,  that  agriculture  has  not  been  funk^ 
imo  difgrace^  where. ufurpat ion  has  never  taken  the* 
jilace  of  originaUright :  but  that  where  the  pro- 
jpfrietor  hto  been  obliged  to  fliare  hif  j>ofreffions- 
with  the  ufurper,  that  proprietor  has  found  himfelf 
made  the  object  of  contempt'  by-  him*  who  is  fup- 
ported  on  his  land  and  by  his  labour  :  from  wjience* 
it  rcfults,  that  the  conqueror  fays  to  the  nian.  whofe 
property  he  has  fcized  upon,  *^  I  to-ke  that  wliiclv 
-*^  is  thine  ;  and  I  defpifis  thee  for  not.koo\yinghow 
**  to  defend  thy  poflcffion  :  I  affign  to  thee  the  care 
**  of  cultivating  it,  bccaufe  I*  am  not. willing  to 
**  qtiit  thofe  arms  with  which  iha^ b(?en  able^to 
**  make  thee  my  Have. 

*^  As  I  find  my  advantage  in  dividing  .with  .thee 
^  the  fruits  oi  thy  labour  and  \\\y  induQiry,  mthcr 
**  than  in  ufmg  the  barren  power  which  1  Ji^ve  of 
•^^  deftroying  thee,  I  will  let  thee  live  :  but  it  i5  on 
•^  condition  that  thou  remaineft:  attached  to  this 
*'  land,  which  from  this  momen:  ceafesto  be.thine; 

**  Thou  (halt  henceforth  honour  me  as  thy  ma- 
*Mler :  all  my  companions  in  arms  Ihall  alfo  have 
'^  a  right  to  thy  homage.  Guard  thyfelf  from  dc- 
**  firing  to  partake  of  our  noble  funftions :- 1  cak* 

"  not 
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-*^  not  prevent  thy  being  like  me,  a  man ;  but  I 
•*  will  not  confider'thee  as  my  equal :  my  compa- 
^^  nions  and  I  will  trace  out  between  ourlelvcs,  and 
'**  thee  and  thy  equals,  a  mark  of  diflindtion  wliich 
''^  (hall  feparate  us  very  vHibly :   it  ihall  be,  that 
^*  thou  (halt  have  no  more  confideration  in  the 
^'-ffiatc'than  if  thou  waft  not  in  it." 
*  ^c  muft  be  confeffed,  -Aat  if  this  is  the  ori- 
gin of  the  contempt  fo  long  entertained  for  the  cWs 
^  huibandmen,  they  muft  have  in  the  eyes  of 
jufticc  a  better  right  to  think  thcmfelve&^fuperior  to 
thofc  who  dcfpife  them,  -dnd  refufing  to  acknow- 
ledge them  for  their  feUcw  citizens. 
'    *I  cannot  however  deny  thar  flavery  has  been  for- 
merly known  in  Sweden :  but  the  flaves  ha^vc  al- 
ways  been  few;     This  miferable  clafs  was  formed 
of  the  enemies  taken  in  battle ;  of  thofe  who  had 
committed  certain  crimes ;  and  of  thofe  who  had 
fold  themfelves,  which  was  not  very  uncommon : 
and  even  among  people  the  moft  attached  to  <li* 
berty,  there  have  always  been  men  fo  imprudent 
as  to  ma4ce  the  facrifice  of  their  perfonal  liberty 
to  fome  <ranfienft  wAnt  **. 

This  abnegation  of  the  firft  natural  right,  which 
is  always  followed  by  repentance,  excited  fo  much 
diforder  and  injuftice  in  Sweden,  that  by  a4aw  in 

•  This  if  fcen  in  Malta,  fays  M.  de  la  Croix ;  where  anforca* 
nate  debtors  condemn  themTelves  voluntarily  to  the  flate  of  galley- 
Saves  for  a  limitccl  time. 
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the  thirteenth  ccatury^  .^U  Sweden  were  fqrbiddfi| 
iq  fell  themfehes :  and  ilayery  was  wholly  aboUftied 
in  the  reign  of  Magau»  LiaduUs^  who  was  the  firft 
who  knew  how  (o  giye  fo^iQ  ^^lat  to  ^the  throne^ 
on  which  his  birxh  and  the  choice  of  thq^natioq  .bad. 
placed  him.     : .  ;  .  ■    '^ 

This  prince  reigned  oyer  a  ppoplt  fiy  IjjaWj^c*^ 
fluaintcd  with  indtiftiy,  drnt  they  4w«Wj  ,|^t  jtb^ 
\Sc  of  forges  £or  manufiuC^unni;;  th^  ir^. wl^cb^y 
flrew  from  their  mincsv:  Como^rc^  wutabaodpn^ 
to  foreigners  i  and  fihe  peopl^j  ^fif^  vdiy^ded^  ipi^ 
hunters,  turbulent  mincr3»  idle  and  powjirdly.^r*^^ 
gefTes,  greedy  and  ambitious  ecc|^a£ti.c$»  and^  P9<9* 
Bobles,  ignorant  and  jealous  of  the  fupreme  au^^^ 
thority.  .t:..  ^■.  :■     .  ^'  ;-.,-  ,-.;>; 

Magnus,  had  the  addreis  4j(^  ma;|^  iJ;^ 
cordant  charaders ;  to  :imere{):  ^ein.  U^the^^f^;^ 
of  his  crown ;  and  to  ereft  hi^  pow<$r,  pa  thq  rui^ 
pf  their  prerogatives.  lofteikd  pf  lAaktug.wair  j^P9l|: 
kis  fubje£U>  as  alibis  predece0i<;3^& had  dpw^io.  or^ 
fler  to  obtain  fubiidies,  he  began  by  makjng  |heo| 
grant  to  him  all  the  mines  of  Sweden  and  Gothr 
land ;  the  produce  of  the  four  gteat  l^ke&  j  .^Afi  the 
fruits  of  all  the  fiefs  alienated  by  the  c{qwn>  ^s^t  th&- 
fxpi  ration  of  the  leafes. 

After  haying  thus  fecured  a  revenue,  which  ren* 
dered  him  independent  of  his  fubjeds,  he  began  to . 
difpenfe  his  liberalities  among  them,  and  to  conci'- 
liate  their  affeftions.    Thus  he  fought  the  means 

of 
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{i)f 'eiji^eii'diipg  his  authority^  and  dimmifhing  that  of 
tlie  nobles. 

'  Me  perceived  ihsat  alfehmigh  the  notpination  to  the 
.cUghUy  of  fenator  and  to  the  great  offices  of  the 
.kmgdbm  ipade  part  of, the  royal  prerogative,  it  had 
.contributed  but  little  to  augment  the  poweif  oiisk. 
ffeASt^Sox^i  bleKftife^thefenacors  and  great  dffiJbs 
wfeen'tthctf^ftaiiidd^by^im,  'cmrid 'not  be  rcmoice^ 

.^tift3*e;-4tfd  dferewftincd^themio  (hew  themfclti^* 
-very  zealdVi^  oppofers^^  0f  "the  monarotr,  whenever: 
he  made  arty  jtttcmpt  agaiaft  the*  pr  ivileges  of  ^ 
'body  on  whk^  depended  itfa^r; continuance  ia  6&[^ 
.^ct.  :."•■.*•-■•  ' 

Magnus  was  induced  by  this  to  form  the  bold  dc* 
^iigti  of  cbnfidkig  ttt  foreigners  ibme  of  the  principal 
offices  of' the  ftite^  dtid  Wen  of  introducing  theiu 
;iAtx>  the  .ftfnat^^  under  pretence  that,  ^s  he  had 
married  the -daughter  of  the  Duk  of  Holflein,  it 
was  necefl^ry  to  confirm  the  bonds  between  hxm 
ajid  Xht  ^wer  with  whom  he  had  formed  an  alli- 
ance.    '        '  •* 

The  ftobles  begaft  to  murmur  at  fuch  an  anfrap^ 
.tibn  of  thrir  privileges  :  but  not  finding  their 
firength  fufHcient  to  contend  openiy  againft  the 
wiir  of  a  monarch  beloved  ^by  the  three  other  orders 
/of  the  ftate,  they  fornjed  one  of  the  bafeft  defigns 
that  weaknefs  ever  fuggefted  to  bondmen. 

Bb  4  The 
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The  quiten  being  gone  Into  Gotlilafid  to  meet 
her  father,  accompanied  by  thefi?  foreigners,  fo  odi- 
ous to  the  Swedilh  nobles,  they  placed  themfclvci 
in  ambufcade  in  the  way  which  the  queen  Was  to 
pais  ;^  fell  on  thofe  who  efcorted  her^  ai^d  fpare4 
HoDe  but  her  ai^d  the  duke  her  fa,thtr.  A^  a^ion 
^  atro<!|ous  merited  immediate  and  exemp^)^  Jci- 
fticp :  Magnus  kne^ir  how  to  diflctttb]e>his  iariger 
4iid  conceal  his  vegeancd :  he lefttbe  guilty  nobte^ 
ihperfeft  fecurjty,  xintil  the^'ifclt  diw ;' wl^ctt' h< 
impeached  the  principat  •iut!|ors  of  the  deed-  as 
guilty  of  high  treafony  pronOumred  the^r  condi^m* 
nation,  and  they  were  conducted  to  Stockholm', 

and  there  executed. 

This  great  exampip  of  ftaivcrity  impfefled  (uch 
tprror  on  the  other  ipenitjers  of  the  nobility  arid  of 
the  fenate,  that  they  (he>yed  a  refpeft  ^nd  fulbmif^ 
fion  for  their  foyereign,  from  wl?ich  they  never  vcn-. 
jLpred  to  depart  during  his  reign.  -  ' 
'  What  Sweden  loft  in  libeity  und^  the  govcrn- 
menp  of  this  monarch  0ie  gained  in  peacdaiid  pro- 
-fp?rity.  And  if  ever  a  prince  may  be  pardoned  for 
increaQng  his  authority,  it  is  when  he  ufufps  the 
privileges  of  his  fubjeft?  by  the  j^id  of  th^ir  affec- 
tion for  Iwm ;  and  when  he  fubjugates  them  only  to 
render  them  more  happy  by  his  ^yill  than  they  would 
be  by  their  own. 

Magnus  unfortunately  died  in  the  flower  of  his 
age,  leaving  children,  the  eldeft  of  whom  was 

young 
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t©o  .youn^  to  have  any  knowledge    oif  govern- 

.'.TM?  king^  who  blotted  his  reign  by  the  dCwith  of 
two  Qf-his  bj'pthers,-  rendered  himfelf  lb  odious  to' 
lji&fu|f^jci9ts,  ^bat  they  .dcpofed  him,  - 
n^agftys,  tl^e,  ji'andfop.of.Ladirlas,  twice  expc*' 
rien^^fJi  t;lvfo&9ief^t9j;ain4rff>fp  fubjeds  with 

ai :refolui:|qa  -which. ;ca<g.  o^yf  l^.&^oduced  by  dc- 
fi«lf^f:U:'jy.as  .0>At  ;9f;:applj}ng-  to  fop-ie  foreign 
prjiJJ¥i  who-by  means^  of  his  forces  fhould  deliver 
ihteiDlhom  cheir.  opprpflbr,,; ;uv4  afc^nd  his  throne. 
-oThe  choice  made. by  the  Swedes  on  this  occafion 
^id^  not  ftn^ver  their  hopf  s :  it  fell  on  Albert,  fe- 
cond  fon  of  the  Duke  of  Mecklenburg,  who  being 
pr^laimed  by  the  malecontents,  feizcdupon  Stock- 
bpltn,  and  w^s. afterwards,  acknowledged  as  their 
king  by  the  v^hole  nation* 

.  It  nvight  be  /upppfed  that  a  fioreign  prince,  who 
had  received  a  crown  to  which  he  had  not  any  right, 
jnv^ft  feel  no  femiment  but  gratitude,  no  defire  but 
that  of  conferring  happinefs  op  ths  people  who  had 
•volunt;2irily  called  him  to  reign  over  them.  But 
Albert  (hew^d  himfelf  the  moft  ungrateful,  the 
mcjft  perfidious  of  fovereigns :  he  granted  places 

^d  fenatorial  dignities  to  none  but  iGermans :   he 

•  •  j\  •     .... 

tpaintained  an  army  of  foreign  mercenaries  by 
means  of  the  moft  oppreffive  taxes ;  and  pulhed  in^ 
jufti.ce  and  bafenefs  to  fuch  an  extreme  as  to  dc- 


xiiand- 


tniimd  j^e  thirds  of  aU  revenues^  ecckfiafi|pal  as  "m^ 
as  cml. 

What  an  idea  muft  a  king  ha;rf  of  his  power  and 
ff£  his  exiftence }    Is  ic  bccaufc  he  has  been  raif^d' 
,to  the  place  of  chief  of  the  nation,  that  he  oughftto^ 
(Coft  that  nation,  that  he  onght  to  confume  of  h^ii^^'' 
icif,  the  third  of  the  property  of  all  his  fubjefts  !  By 
9(rhat  means  can  he  recompenfe  jthem  for  fucbaiklf 
X)ppre(nve  impoft  >    What;  fervices  can  he  rendtf  • 
(them  in  return  for  fuch  an  immeqfe  facrificc'? 

But  when  fuch  extravagant  pretenfions  are  Aip^'- 
ported  by  force  ;    when  legions  ol   mercenaries^ 
threaten  •with  their  drawn  fwdrd^  thofe  who  daretg^' 
refift  fuch  demands,  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Tht  pea-' 
pie  hfve  no  alternative  but  ej^pofing  thcmfelveis  to; 
^eath,  or  aban<^oning  their  pofieffions  •!  •  ^  ( 

The  Swedes  foon  repented  of  haviog  called  a  fo^ 
reigner  to  their  •throne  :    but  he  was  firmly  feated 
in  it ;  and,  in  order  to  expel  him,  it  wa^  nec^flkry  ' 
to  call  to  their  aid  fome  other  foreigner  more 
powerful  than  he.       They  offered  fhe  crown  '6f 
Sweden  to  Margaret  Queen  of  Denmark,  who  ^as^  - 
the  firft  diftingpifhed  by  the  appellation  of  the  iSi^' 
jmiramis  of  the  Norths    This  princefs  knowing  the  ■■ 
.occafion  which  the  Swedes  had  for  her  affiftance' 
would  only  accept  their  crown  on  conditions  veiy- 
advantageous  to  hei^felf  and  her  fucpeflbrs*    Thij* 
^was  tb^  occafion  of  the  famous  treaty  of  Caiman 
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:  .w*s  "ia  yain  that  the;  S>vedei5  ftip^latod  by  tbi* 
ty,    intended    to    unite    two    people    always 
ijjies,   always    at   war .  with  each  pther,  that 
I  j(hquld   preferye   their    laws  and   their  pri-- 
ges;    that   the  fubjefts  of  Denniark    and.  of  ' 
fway  (hould  nof   be  adnjitted  to  pofts  of  ho^  > 
yr.  QTof  profit  in  Sweden;  for  not  one  of  thefe 
ttffiopjs  were  performed  by  the  fucceffors  of  Mar? 
tt*  who,  after  uniting  three  crowns  Wpon  their 
ds,  ftudied  only  hqw  they  might  humiliate  the  : 
j^fti  nobles;  remove  them  from  all  concern  in 
die  aifairs ;  fubjugate  the  people ;   crufti  thetu  . 
iro  by  the  mod  arbitrary  taxes ;  and  attach  thq 
rgy  by  the  Ijonds  of  intereft  to  the  ^pmineerin^ 
inny, 

rbb  unhappy  people,  !vho  found  then^felves  de- 
ilcij  of  every  thing,   became  divided   through 
jp;  into  different  parties;  and  weakening  their 
'^S.  by  inteftine  wars,  rendered  thcmlelves  inca- 
jle.of  enierging  from  fervitude* 
^iftrafted  by  the  perfi?cutions  they  experienced, 
r.peQple  were  in  a  ftate  of  continual  frenzy  :  they 
^  to  acknowledge  the  king  of  Denmark  for  : 
jK  foyereign  :  and  after  having  given  the  crowa  • 
thi$  grand  marOial,  they  took  it  away,  and  again 
IjPKcd  k  :  they  were  a  fccond  time  on,  the  point 
tjs^ring  it  from  his  brow,  when  he  died  upon  a 
rpiie  aU  the  avenues-  of  which  were  enianguined 

by 
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;!by  fanaticifm,  by  tyraany^  and  by  the  fury  of  I17 
berty. 

In  the  year  1520,  a  crime  more  atrocious  than 
any  that  had  yet  been  committed  in  the  midft  of  fo 
many  oppreffions  and  calamities,  threw  horror  and 
^ftonilbment  over  this  afflifted  nati9n. 
.   Chriftian  II.  and  his  infamous  minifter,  the  Arch- 
bilhop  of  Upfal,  concurred  in  a  projeft  of  reveng- 
ing the  oppbiition  they  had  experienced  in  the  fe- 
pate.  The  troubles  were  calmed,  but  their  hatred, 
concealed  under  the  malk  of  pe^ce  and  religion, 
was  not  tlic  Icfs  violent.    Thefe  two  monftcrs,  wor- 
thy of  bcin^  partners  in  the  infamy  of  Nero,   had 
Iworn  on  the  hoft  to  forget  all  that  was  paflfed.   Af- 
ier  this  the  king  invited  to  fupper  in  the  palace,  two 
bifliops,  all  the  fenate,  and  ninety-four  of  the  prin- 
cipal lords.     The  tables  were  ferved^  and  all  be- 
lieved themfelves  in   the  greateft  fecurity,  when 
Chriftian  and  the  Archbifhop  went  our.     They  re- 
turned indantaneoufly  followed  by  officers  and  arm- 
ed attendants ;  and  the  bifliop,  holding  a  hulk  in  his 
Jiand,  caufed  all  the  guefts  to  be  maflacred  : .  the 
belly  of  the  grand  prier,  of  the  order  of  St.  John, 
of  Jerufalem,  was  ripped  open,  and  his  heart  torn 
out  by  the  aflaffins. 

Thefe  two  villains,  not  contented  with  this  hor- 
rible execution,  caufed  fix  hundred  citizens  to  be 
maflacred  tlie  fame  day.    Happfly  for  Sweden  the 

youn^ 
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tfoung'  Guftavirs  Vistfa  wa§  not  6nfe  of  the  victims  rii 
this  (hocking  butchery.  -^ 

/  JIow  many  princes,  lefs  guilty  than  Chril^ian, 
jiave  perrflied  under  th^  nipft  dreiicifulf  puAiihmeritaf! 
how  iftany  minifters,  lefe  crifhi'iial  than  Archbi^ 
fKop  Troll,  have  expiated  On  a  fcaffbld  thoffiibdri 
lAihdblecounfels  ivhi'ch  had  provoke  divine  Juftlcc 
ro*  devote  them  to  an  infamous  death  :  yet  Chrifttaft 
^as  obliged  to  ddcend  peaceably  ftbm  the  tKrorte 
Wiiich  he  had  defiled  by  his  cririies,  arid  Troll  dfel 
lilcca  hero  by  the  wounds  he  I'eceived  in  a  corribalt* 

Before  1  enter  on  the  new  period  which  I  tp^tft 
to,  run  through,  I  (hall  (lop  a  moment  to  confid^l 
what  I  have  already  obferved. 

We  have  feen  a  people,  fituated  in  the  extremity 
of  the  Borth,  who  had  long  prefcrved  their  privile- 
gej :  their  kings  were  elefted  by  all  the  orders  of  the 
people:,  a  fcnate  was  at  once  the  depofitary  and  th^ 
cxetinor  of  the  laws:  the  prince  had  his  domains', 
ai>d  ought  never  to  reicjuire  impofts  without  the 
concurrence  and  the  will  of  his  fubjedls:  his  reve- 
nue wasfo  moderate,  that  he  Teemed  to  poflefs  no 
means  of  ufurping  abfolure  authority?  the  {enators 
and  great  oiBcers,  once  appomted  by  him,  couM 
be  dil'placed  only  by  thefenate:  and,  confequent- 
ty,  couid'haVe  ho  ihtereft  in  favouring  his  ufurpar 
tk)hs.  *  We  mull  add  to  thefe  fafts,  that  they  were 
i!i  Jbvv^ciicn  iinacaiiaintcd  %vith  *the  ric:hr  of  elder- 
'tMpj,  and  with  entaii:>:  and  that  all  property  be- 
in  St 
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ing  equally  divided,  it  was  impoffibic  to  arrive  at 
thofc  large  fortunes  which  efUtililh  a  gfeat  dispari- 
ty among  citizens,  and  give  fomc  of  them  tKc 
nieirts  of  feconding  the  views  of  an  oppfeflbr;  Yet,* 
in  the  inidft  of  all  thefe  defences  agaFrift  tyriuufy,- 
it  has  been  no  where  more  odious^  more  intollcr- 
ible,  more  continued  than  In  Sweden.  Even  in 
tlie  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century,  beforcf  M^g- 
hus  LadulaSj  many  of  the  Swe^ifh  kings  had  foii^ 
means  of  railing  impofts  without  being  authorlz^, 
and  of  attacking  the  property  of  their  futyefts 
Without  being  repelled.  The  greater  part  of  thcfc 
tings  had  fuffered  the  punilhment  of  their  inju- 
ftice;  but  their  example  did  not  detef  their  fuccef* 
fors,  who  were  ftill  fecn  expofing  themfelves  to  the 
(kme  dangers,  by  purfuing  the  fame  courfe. 

Magnus  himfelf  had  no  fooner  left  the  throne 
Vacant,  than  his  fon,  and  grandfon,  not  contented 
llrith  the  revenue  attached  to  the  crown,  reduced 
thfe  Swedes  to  the  neceffity  of  dethroning  them,  in 
Xpit^  of  the  refpeft  which  they  preferved  for  the 
teemory  of  Magnusj  and  6f  Invefting  with  the  royal 
imthority  a  fbi'eigner,  who  affumed  with  the  crown 
lU  the  vices  which  feemed  to  have  become  inher- 
ent to  it;  and  to  be  communicable  to  whbever  was 

the  wearer. 

This  unhappy  kingdom  equally  the  viftim  of  he» 

teditary  and  eledive  royalty,  conferred  its  Crown 

upon  a  great  power,  by  a  treaty  which  promifed  to 

difarm 
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i^ifarm  two  rival  nations  of  their  enmity,  and  uhitic 
as  one  people  Denmark,  Norway,  and  Sweden. 
Arf  illuftrioiis  priiicefs  fubfcribes  to  the  conditions 
jfhc  Had  herlelf  didated,  for  ^lelivering  the  Swedte 
from  the  ungrateful  oppreffor,  who  was  not  albam- 
fed 'of  demanding  one  third  of  their  revenues. 
But  fcarcely  was  Abcrt  expelled  from  the  kingdom 
before  a  multitude  of  foreigners,  in  contempt  of 
tnc  treaty,  occupied  the  fenate;  filled  all  the  of- 
fice«  of  the  ftatej  and  praftifed  tyranny*  in  all  itg 
cscefles. 

iPcrhaps  there  exifted  in  Sweden  fomc  caufcs  for 
all  tljis  injuftice.  It  is  my  duty  to*  examine;  as* a 
means  of  drfcovering  what  prevents  the  efFeft  of 
ihe  beft  ordered  conftitutions. 

We  have  feen  that  the  Swedifli  nobles  were 
poor:  iliat  the  monarch  after  having  conferred 
dignities  on  hrs  favourite^,  could  do  them  neither 
gpod  nor  evil,  becaufe  he  had  nor  the  power  of 
depriving  them  of  what  he  had  bellowed:  and  t-hac 
fo  far  from  binding  them  to  his  intercft  by'  thc^e 
favours,  he  faw  them  unite  againft  him  with  tbe 
other  members  of  the  fenafe,  of  whick  body  th^ey 
were  become  a  part.  '.v 

We  have  feen  that  the  firft  kings  of  Sweden,  in 
order  to  reward  their  courtiers,  and  attach  them  to 
tloir  intereft,  were  obliged  to  relinquifli  to  tfienl, 
froo)  a-  want  of  places  to  bdlow,  a  portion  of  *die 
i-ayal  donaains;  by  which  means  they  impoverifl^sd 

them- 
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§ 

themfelves:    that  for    (he  purpofe  of  contininn^ 

their  generoiity,  by  whith  alone  they  could  keep 
alive  the  incereded  zeal  of  their  favourites,  and  yet 
avoid  giving  ofTence  to  the  nobks  and  the  fenate, 
.  liiey  overcharged  the  people  with  impofts,  the  more 
difficult  to  fupport,  from  the  foil  being  unfavour- 
able to  agriculture;  and  the  clafs  of  burgelles  un- 
acquainted with  induftry. 

We  mull  not  forget  that  Magnus  Ladulas  woi^ld 
hot  have  found  means  for  conciliating  the  afie<flioi|s^ 
of  his  people^  and  indulging  his  prodigallity,  but 
by  appropriating  to  his  ufe  the  revenue  arifing  from 
the  mines,  and  from  the  four  principal  lakes;  and 
alfo  the  fruits  of  the  alienated  domains,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  leafes  granted  by  his  predeceflbrs* 

We  mufl:  not  forget  that  in  Sweden  the  poiief- 
fions  of  the  father  were  equally  divided  among  the 
children:  in  confequence  of  which,  upon  the  death 
of  Magnus,  his  three  children  having  aa  equal 
right  to  the  revenue  whjich  he  iiad  left,  the  ejdelt 
Who  enjoyed  the  crown  found  himfelf  poilefled  of 
no  iiiore  than  the  third  part  of  what  was  required  {q^ 
fupply  the  cxpences  of  his  predeceflbr:  and  as  the 
fplcndour  of  the  throne  had  been  much  increaCe^ 
under  Magnus,   the  new  king  found  himfelf  under* 
the  neceflity  of  abridging  the  cxpences  of.hishoufei 
or  of  requiring  impofls  from  which  the  people  h4^ 
been  exempt  under  his  father. 
There  remained  indeed  one  refource  for  him  to 


i^pty  to^  butit  hftd  its  dangers.  The  nobled  wfao^ 
had  nothings  demanded  affiftance  froAv  the  crown  s  • 
the.  order  of  p(ei(fiint8^  compofed  of  hunters^  mU 
nersj'-and'huibandmen^  had  very  little,  and  were 
not  i^iU&ig  to  havt  th^t  litdetakenaway :  the  cler« 
gf'/'wiiore  -poflelfions  had  been  increaiing  from 
ag^  to  age/ had  mocb,  and  coMributed^nothin^. 
By  kying  a  moderate  tax  upon  their  wealth,  in  or-^ 
Att  to  aitadh  the  nobles,^  ^and  a^void-inquieting  the 
r«^  othijr  orders^  was  running  a  rifk  of  being  ftig«> 
sdanzed  as  impious  and  facrilegious :  but  thefe  arte 
iiijurbus  epithets  fometimes  united  with  the  title  of 
a'  (bveretgn^  ^ith' that  of  a  great  king,  without 
being  able  to  hurl  fromliis  throne  the  prince  who 
has  thif  nation  on  bis'fidd. .    .      :. 

Theifon  atod  grandfon  of  Magnus  knO\ring  nei* 
thet  hioW*  lol  pra^fe  osconomy  nor  to  brave  the. 
itiiiFdiufs  of  ^etcler-gy,  made  war  with  the  mofb 
liiitaletoU^,  .!ivhe^  %ioft  turbulent  part  of  their  fub<i 
ytSki^Mdi  by  Acquiring  fubfidies  frpm  jnifery,  they. 
drew^ti^^B^eden  all  the^tcmpefts,  alLthc  misfof- 
tithi^  'Which  iiOt]i»ed-  from  t)ie  placing  of  Albert  on. 
A^thron*,  a^d  frohi  the  treaty  of  Calmar* 
/•T)f**fee  in  this  tetrofpea  all  the  caufcs  xjf  the: 
eviU  'M)i€h  Svd^edeii    experienced^    notwithfliand-t 
irfj^'lwi:  luting  a  conftitution  very  wife  in  appear* 
atie^:  fp  tilie- ic»  is,  tl>at  the  welfare  of  a  people 
is  not  to    be  enfured  '  by  a  good   conftituti^a 

C  c  •     aloi^^ 
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jdont,  not  even  if  it  be  made  for  then;  the^frwnft 

alfo  be  made  for  the  conftitUtion« 

.    The  Swedes  had  a  right  of  elefting  theor  Idii^; 

:and  though  they  aimoft  always  eleded  theoietteft 

Jbcir  of  the  late  moBarch^  the  prince  ^.  cfaoTen 

jought  to  have  refpedied  ihe  conditions  oft  which 

(bey  had  given  htm  the  crown* 

,  The  lenate  was  compofed  of  noblea  nominated 
by  the  prince ;  but  there  was  a  wife  legalatfOR 
u>  prevent  hi9  becoming  mafter  of  the  kgklatsve 

body,  that  its  members  could  not  br  removed  by 

him. 

.  The  royal  charadter  could  not  be  fupported  with- 

.out  expence  i  and  it  was  neceflary  that  the  peiq[»le 

ihould  confent  to  have  taxes  levied  on  their  pro- 

.perty  by  the  king^  or  that  they  fliould  offign  him 

•a  revenue  fufiicient  to  defray  that  expence^ 

If  at  the  king's  deceafe  his  children  divided  his 
revenue^  the  portion  of  the  prince  who  fiiccteded 
to  the  throne  mud  diminifii  in  every  generation : 
this  divifion  therefore,  though  very  equitable  in 
Qther  families,  ought  not  to  have  taken  place  among 
the  children  of  the  king. 

The  order  of  peafants  had  only  their  labour  for 

.  producing  them  the  means  of  exiftence :  to  take 
from  that  tumultuous  and  irrafcible  body  a  part  of 
their  fupport,  was  pulhingindigenccto  defpair:  it 
yrould  have  been  for  that  reafon  good  policy  to  in- 

.  .creafc,  inftead  of  fubtrading  from  it,  in  order  to 

main- 
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mftinuin  this  numerous  part  of  the  nation  in  a  con* 
ftant  ftate  of  tranquillity,  and  to  infpire  them  with 
ffC&  £3r  the  conftitution* 

•'Tiie  order  of  burgefies  fubfifted  wholly  on  the 
fiuits  of  a  Te^>  languid  induftry.  ,  For  (Irength^n- 
ijig  thisorder^  and  weakening  infenfibly  the  order 
of  the  peafants,  it  would  have  been  prudent  to  en« 

I  courage induflry,  and  tofumifh  the  burgeiTes  with 
the  means  of  extending  it.  Was  it  by  overloading 
tke  merchant  with  laxes^  that  thqr  could  expedt  to 
draw  into  the  towns^  and  to  a  participation  of  mer- 
cantile employnients,  the  peafants  who  took  refuge 
in  the  mines  and  forefts  at  the  approach  of  a  tax- 
giathcrer) 

Plaoes  and  dignities  were  referved  for  the  no- 
bles i,  k  was  therefore  necelfary  to  attach  much 
honour  to  both;  but  to  attribute  to  them  likewife 
profit  and  exemptions  was  to  augment  the  regrets 
of  tke  people,  and  make  them  feek  to  avenge  their 
humiliation. 

The  clergy,  by  enriching  themfelves  with  pror* 
pecty  which  increafed  in  value,  and  which  was 
exempt  from  imports,  muft  become  in  time  the 
mod  oppulent  order ;  and  one  of  the  mofl  burden- 
fome  to  the  ftate  :  it  was  evidently  but  juft  to  make 
them  contribute  in  proportion  with  the  increafe  of 

.  their  riches  to  the  public  expences :  if  they  mur- 
mured, the  imports  jQiould  have  been  raifed  amidft 
tlieir  murmurs :  if  they  had  fent  forth  excommu- 

C  c  2  nicacions. 
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nications,  the  people  Ihould  have  been  tixsufc 
fenfible  that  excomtnunkation  was  incurred  b|r 
not  fufFering  thofe  who  had  fcarcely  any  property 
to  pay  a  heavy  inrpoft^  and  thofe  who  had"  ivdk 
poffcffions  to  be  exempt  from  paying  any>^ 
The  people,  however  ftupid,  however  ignentne 
they  might  be,  would  have  comprehended  th^  it 
was  an  ad  of  injuftice  in  the  clergy;  and  that=  bo^ 
dy,  upon  finding  their  anathemas  without  ef!eA^ 
would  have  paid  <tbeir  quota  of  impoft,.  and  lent 
out  no  more  demmciations.r 

•  Albert  ni%ht  poffibly,  by  the  power  of  his 
troops,,  have  fupported  himfelf  on  the  Swedilh 
throne,  if  he  had  afreifed  his  alarming  impoft  on 
the  eftates  of  the  clergy  alone :  but  he  was  fo  im- 
politic as  to  extend  it  to  all  property  without  di- 
ftindion :  the  revolt  became  general :  all  orders, 
the  richeft  and  the  pooreft 'were  equally  intereftedt 
in  the  event;  and  either  the  whole  nation  mdft 
have  been  cxtcrmixiatcd  or  Albert  driven  from  the 
throne* 

Qiieen  Margaret  obtained  tfie  favour  of  the  clef*-" 
gy,  by  reiaftating  them  in  all  their  privileges  :  and 
ihekings  of  Denmark  conciliated  their  protedion  by 
confirming  their  privileges;  but  they  alienated 
the  hearts  of  the  nobles  by  introducing  ftrangers 
into  thofe  offices  and  dignities  appropriated  to  no- 
ble Swedes.  They  alfo  rendered  themfelves  odi- 
ous to  th9  two  orders  of  burgefles  and  peafancs,  by 

calling 
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lifting  upon  them  the  whole  burden  of  the  im« 
pofts. 

V  ChrHlian  IL  beiieved  that  he  fhould  reign  in 
peace^  after  having  cut  the  throats  of  all  the  Swe^ 
di(h  nobles  :  but  a  prince  capable  of  fuch  an  atro<* 
€ious  deed^  was  not  likely  to  give  happinefs  to  the 
other  orders  of  die  flate.  The  event  was  his  ]o& 
ing  both  the  crowns  of  Sweden  and  I>enxnark  :  and^ 
after  making  .himfelf  acquainted  with  the  decree 
which  dep^ed  him,  he  (hamefuUy  toolc  ipefuge  in 
the  dominions  of  Charles  V*  his  father-in-law;  who 
not  being  able  to  re-eftablifh  him  on  i\\t  ^hrone^ 
fuffered  him  to  die  in  prifon. 
.  We-  muft  deduce  from  the  fads  we  have  been 
<onfidering,  that  neither  the  firft  kings  of  Sweden, 
ttor  the  foreign  princes  who  were  called  to  reign  in 
their  place,  would  ip  general  have  experienced  un- 
fortunate ends,  if  the  SwediQi  conftitution  had  af- 
iigned  them  a  fufficient  and  certain  revenue  :  or  if 
ihcy  had  thcmfelvcs  known  how  to  alleviate  the 
mifery  of  the  moft  numerous  orders,  by  direfting 
their  demands  towards  the  only  order  of  the  flatc 
which  was  able  to  adminifter  to  their  wants. 

I  Ihall  no*v;pais  to  the  fecond  .period  in  the 
Swedifh  hiftoiy. 

The  Swedes,  grown  weary  of  the  dominion  of 
the  Danes,  had  raifed  to  the  throne  the  Marlhal  de 
Catnufon,  who  knowing  neither  how  to  be  a  king 
^or  A  fubjed^  received  and  loit  the  crown  three 
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times.  The  exiftence  of  Goftavns  Vafk,  his  nei* 
phew,  inquieted  Chriftian,  who  was  always  a  hy- 
pocrite when  he  could  not  bo  cruel.  This  tyrant, 
feigning  a  defire  to  confer  with  the  adminiftratioa 
^as  Stockholm,  required  to  have  the  young  Gufta-' ' 
vus  and  iix  hoftages,  among  i^rch  were  his  mo* 
ther  and  iiiler,  fent  on  board  his  fleet,  which  fay  m 
the  road.  No  fooner  was  Chriftian  mafker  of  thcfe  * 
captives  than  they  were,  by  his  order,  loaded  witb 
chsfins,  and  he  immediately  fet  fail  for  Denmark. 

It  was  during  the  captivity  of  this  young  prince 
that  the  ferocious  Dane  returned  to  Sweden,  and  ' 
there  committed  all  manner  of  crimes,  by  en- 
forcing excommunications  againft  all  thofe  who 
yould  not  acknowledge  his  authority. 

Guftaviis  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcapc  from  hif 
prifon,  and  return  to  Sweden,  where  he  took  re- 
fuge in  the  mountains  of  Dalecarlie,  difguifed  as  a 
peafant ;  and  was  reduced  to  work  in  the  mines  ei- 
ther to  gain  fubfiftence,  or  remain  unknown.  What 
a  life  for  a  prince!  who  was  one  diy  to  deliver  " 
Sweden  from  her  tyrants,  and  become  the  ally  o€ 
Francis  I. 

It  was  not  long  before  Guftavus  made  himfelf 
known  to  the  companions  of  his  labour  :  he  paint- 
ed to  them  the  misfortunes  of  their  countrymen ; 
animated  them  againft;  their  oppreiTors ;  and  found 
DO  great  difficulty  in  perfuading  them  to  put  them- 
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lekres  und^  his  command,  in  order  to  avenge  their 
wrongs.  After  procuring  for  them  fufees  and  amu«r 
nitioo^  he  accuflomed  them  to  the  ufe  of  gunpow- 
dear>  that  they  naigbc  be  able  to  contend  with  the- 
Danifli  arnxy :  and  thefe  men,  as  courageous  as 
they- were  favage^  having  triumphed  over  the  Daae^j 
and  over  the  oppofition  of  the  clergy^  af&fted  Gur 
ftavus  to  mount  the  throne.  The  whole  nation  foon* 
acknowledged  him  for  their  fovereign ;  and  Fre^ 
deric,  the  fucceflbr  of  Chriilian,  who  dreaded  thp 
return  of  the  tyrant,  inftead  of  renewing  his  pre- 
lenfiqns  to  the  crown  of  Sweden,  fortified  himfelf 
on  the  Dani(h  throne  by  an  alliance  with  Guflavus^ 

7he  new  king  having  nothing  more  to  fear  from 
Denmark^  and  no  coi^entioa  with  the  nobles  of  hi$ 
owa  country,  who  had  been  for  the  moil  part  ex- 
terminated or  difperfed  by  the  ferQcity  of  Chriftian, 
found  himfelf  more  powerful  than  any  of  his  prer 
deceflbrs ;  and  the  clergy,  rendered  odious  by  havr 
ing  always  favoured  the  kings  of  Denmark,  whofp 
bloody  oppreffions  they  bafely  feconded,  had  fo  en- 
tirely lofl  their  influence  over  the  two  other  orders, 
that  they  zealoufly  embraced  the  reformed  relif 
gion. 

Thus  an  exccfs  of  iniquity  led  to  a  happy  revo- 
lution in  this  ftate,  fo  long  enfanguined  by  civil 
wars ;  the  clergy,  for  not  a<fting  the  part  of  citi- 
zens, loft  that  religion  which  was^  the  fource  of 
thcif  property ;  and  Denmark  loft  its  power,  by  not 

C  c  4  being 


)ieing  cohtented  with  its  qwh  domiruonf^  but  feelc* 
iag  to  play  the  tyrant  over  Swedeiu 
'  The  p^ople^  wearied  by  misfortunes^  cohfeotcd 
to  religu  to  their  king  the  care  of  soaking  them 
b^py^  and  renounced  the  right  of  /eledingrthek 

.joionarclis  in  favour  of  the  pofterity  of  Guftaw^  ' 

This  prince  ipet  with  no  obftacle  iu  eftal^U^^iBg 
tl>e  reformed  religion  but  from  the  DaJecaf lions ; 
thefe  very  men  who  bad  borne  him  to.  thert;hfQne, 
and  who  had  fince  been  inflamed  by  fome  fenaticks, 
came  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  to  iniif^  ;hat,tbe  fo« 
vereign  of  Sweden  ihould  not  adopt  FreB<;b  man* 
ners;  and  tliat  he  fliould  condemn  to  deaxh.iiich 
.of  his  fubjeds  as  ihould  dare  fa  tqt  meat  m,  arfafl- 
day-    Guftavus  treated  with  much  gentlenefe-  the 

'  men,  whofe  ignorance  deferved  his  pityr  more  than 
'his  anger, 
J .  Mr.  Sheridan  has  drawn  a  portrait  of  tlieie  pco- 

^<ple,  which  has  jull  claim  tp  attention* 

*' They  inhabit  (fays  he)  one  of  the  mild  bar^ 

,;*^  ren  and  mountainous  parts  of  Sweden,.  Pcrpe- 
^*  tual  fnows  cover  the  tops  of  their  biU?,  ^nd  long 
'^  dreary  winters  whiten  over  their  vallies  too,  for 
^  ^  the  greateft  part  of  the  year.  Their  inhofpitable 
**  climate  fo  far  from  furnilhing  any  of  the  com- 
'*  forts,  does  not  even  afford  what  the  more  fouth- 

.  ^  ^  ern  people  of  Europe  deem  the  necefiaries  of 
^*  life. .  por  want  of  corn  they  make  bread  of  the 

.  y  bark  of  certain  trcps,  ^nd  of  a  picfc.with^fuch 

^*  nutria 
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^  -nutrimclit  w  theif  Trhole'tnode  of  living.    Every 
**  Dalecarlian  renders  to  hinifdf  all  thofe  offices, 
'^  which  it  19  the  province  of  different  trades  to  fup- 
. cf  |4y  in  othir  countries.  •  He  makes  after  his  own 
^^'irtidE^  fafliJon'whatever  is  reqnifite  for  hisdoathing; 
*^  the  horttelinefs  of  which  corrcfponds  with  the 
**^<)6¥erty  of  hisdiet,         ' 
-^^  Ign^raAt  of  all  thofe  inferior  arts  which  ad* 
^«viriifter  to  the  conveniencies  of  life,  and  the  ni- 
^^  ture'  bf  their  foil  prohibiting  agriculture,  thefe 
^^  people  chiefly  follow  the  laborious  occupation  of 
^  niiners.  Thus  inured  from  their  infancy  to  hard- 
'^  ihips  6f  every  kind,  the  Dalecarlians  form  per- 
*^  haps  the  tnbft  robuft  and  hardieft  race  of  men  in 
•^^  Sweden.     If  they  are  unacquainted  with  the  re- 
**  finements  of  more  polifhed  focieties,  who  dwell 
*^  in  gentler  climates,  they  are  likewife  free  from 
*'  their  vices.     They  have  ever  retained  their  pri- 
*^  mitive  fimplicity  of  manners.      Humble,   yet 
•*  bfave,  they  are  patient  of  labour,  but  not  pf  op- 
•*  preffion  :  fubmiffive  where  they  think  fubmiffion 
^*  doe  ;  intraftable  where  they  conceive  authority 
^*  to  be  irfurped.     Generous  and  romantic  in  their 
^♦untaught  notions  of  honour,  and  poffeffed  of  that 
^*  fpirit  of  enterprize  which  commonly  accompanies- 
^^  great  courage,  they  have  been  perpetually  vo- 
^*  lunteers  in  redreffing  grievances,  by  which  they 
^^  w»cre  themfelves  but  little  or  not  at  all  affcfted. 
.  ^*  Secure  in  their  mountains^  they  were  left  to  the* 
:     .'  ''  enjoy- 
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^^  cpj^ment  of  their  awn  rude  cuftom^  \  and  piaesd« 
**  beyond  the  reach  of  tyranny^  they  felt  not  the 
<<  y<^e  ioipofed  at  diffejrent  time;^)  upon  the  ocher 
f^  inhabitants  of  Sweden  :  l>ut  when  chefe  wanted' 
^*  fpirit  to  oppofe  their  ityrancs^  the  Dalecarliaos^ 
^*  undeffook  the  taik  for  them.    They  (allied  finom 
**  their  rocks  and  fqreftj ;  they  followed  the.ftand^ 
5<  ard  of  an  JBnglebjrQ:!;^ ;  they  fpilt  their  blood  in 
^^  defence  of  3ture ;  they  conquered  under  the  ban-* 
**  ners  of  ^  Guftayus.*^ 

I  have  introduced  this  portrait^  drawn  by  the 
l^nd  of  a  mailer ;  and  which  gives  us  the  lirely 
reprefentation  of  a  people  of  whom  we  have  no 
idea^  becaufe  \  believed  it  could  iK>t  £sul  of  bein^ 
acceptable. 

When  we  think  that  it  was  fuch  men  who  were* 
tbc  (avioursy  the  guardians  of  liberty  in  Sweden^ 
we  perceive  that  poverty  and  ignorance  are  not  fo 
contemptible  as  they  may  at  firfl  appear  ;  and  that 
the  favageneis  of  the  Daiecarlians  was  nK)re  valu- 
able to  the  Swedes  than  were  all  the  lights  of  the 
clergy ;  who  were  always  difpofed  to  range  tbem^ 
felves  on  the  fide  of  tyrants^  provided  that  thofe 
tyrants  refpe£ted  their  privileges^  and  augmented 
their  pofleiiions. 

Have  not  the  French  alfo  had  their  Daiecarlians  ? 
Was  it  thofe  who  fufTered  moft  from  the  depred»r 
tions  on  the  finances;  whofe  property  was  moft 
threatened ;  that  (hewed  fo  much  energy  in  their 

troubles. 
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trcnsAAet,  and  expofed  themfelves  the  firft  to  the 
danger  of  a  courageous  attack  ? 

Uuiiappily,  the  populace^  ignorant  and  impetu- 
ous in  their  feditions^  are  every  where  the  fame  r 
ihay  become  the  fupport  of  the  firft  who  ieize  up^, 
on  them;  and  ^naticifm^  or  tyranny ^^  when^ey^' 
have  the  art  to  feduce  the  mukltade^  make  of  them' 
a  dreadful  inilrument  of  vengeance  and  oppreffidti. 
Guftavw  Vafii^  attached  them  to  his  glory^  as  he^ 
bad  interefled  them  in  his  misfortunes;  and  in  the 
end  he  made  them  approve  of  all  his  reforms^  and 
eftablilh  his  authority  fo  high^  that  no  prince  wai 
ever  more  beloved ,  or  more  abfolute  than  ho  con««* 
tmued  to  hi&  death. 

The  treaty  of  Calmar  had^  as  we  have  fees,  been 
annuUedji  and. the  crown  rendered  hereditary  in 
Sweden ;  but  this  regulation,  which  ought  to  have 
preferred  the  flace  frpm  the  txx)ubles  which  accoQi* 
panies  the  eledtions  of  kings,  placed  by  an  unhap- 
py fatality  a  weak  prince  upon  the  throne.    £ric^ 
the  eldeft  fon  of  Guftavus  did  not  pofiefs  any  of  the-  * 
qualities  of  his  father ;  and  he  was  beiides  fubjeft 
to  excefles  of  frenzy,  more  dreadful  than  thofel  . 
experienced   by  Charles  VI.   one  a^ion  of  hii^ 
which  I  cannot  mention  without  forrow,  proves  how^ 
pliant^  how  refpeftful,  the  nobles  of  Poland  were 
bec^xne  towards  their  kings  fince  the  acceffion  of 
0ufUvus« 

Nilus 
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Nilus  Sture  had  long  been  tbe^  ot^oA  of  tt&e  jea«^ 
loufy  and  ill  treatment  of  Eric^  although  he  bad 
ACVer  given  ihat  prince  the  lead  cau(e  of  difpiea- 
iure ;  and  the  king  at  lail  ftabbed  him  with  his 
own  hand.     Sture  drew  the  poignard  from  his 
bread;  Idfled  it^  and  prefented  it  to  Eric^  who 
liad  the  ferocity  to  .  order  his  guards  to  complete^ 
l^e  work  ;  and  his  guards  obeyed  him.     What  re«. 
fledkioos  does  an  od  fo  tragical^  and  accompaaied 
with  fuch  circumftances  of  horror,  produce  in  the 
qoiind  I  ,  A  king  (b  xruel  as  to  ftrike  the  poignard 
bimfelfinto  the  bofom  of  a  faithful  fubje(5): !   The 
vidim  of  his  frenzy  fo  refpedfiil  as  to  kifs  the 
bloody  weapon,  and  return  it.  to  his  murderer  i 
The  guards  fo  vile  as  to  transform  themfelves  into 
executioners !  Thefe  are  objeds  which  might  ia* 
fpire  ua  with  horror  at  royalty  and  its  attendants,  if 
happily  they  were  not  very  rare  in  the  hiitories  of 
fovereigns;    and  if  the  derangement   of  reafon, 
which  occaHoned  fuch  a<%s  of  cruelty,  did  not  draw 
over  them  the  veil  of  compaffion. 

This  irrational  prince  committed  another  a<flion 
no  lefs  atrocious ;  and  which  proves  to  what  a 
height  of  authority  the  fovereigns  of  Sweden  were 
arrived  at  that  time.  Hecaufcd  twenty -fix  nobles 
to  be  mafiacred  on  mere  fufpicion ;  and  the  ftates 
were  fo  degraded,  that  inftead  of  depofing  the  au- 
tjior  of  fo  tyrannical  a  command,  and  puniftiing 
thofe^whohad  executed  it,  they  condemned  the 

memory 


nidnbrjr  of  the  tw\ifaty*fix  httblfe^  whom  they  liacb 
not  diwrdto  impeach  while  thtey'wcrc  livirtg.       '  ' 

Thfeiittwotthy  fon  of  GuftteVtis  Vkfawasgdmg^ 
to  defile  himfelf  i^ith  t^e  blodd  of  his  brbthtfr^y 
when  Diike  Johnj  whplbad  been  ilrfeady  condemift^ 
etf  to  death,  efcaptd  itotrt  his  prifon.  He  imn*65 
diatdy  Joined  with  his  other  brother,  made  the  rid^ 
bits  and  the  ftates  fenfible  of  theii*  fitaation ;' art# 
tfce  tnamac,  who  had  threatened  their  lives; -  WilSf 
depofed  and  prut  inta  confinement.  *       ''  '^ 

Dukef  John  received  the  fceptre  which  was  t6rff 
from  the  hand  of  Eric :  he  afterwards  efpoiifisrf 
the  daughter  of  Si^fmiind,  king  of  Poland,  and' 
rhotUKted  the  throne  of  that  republic,  which  loft  to* 
hisfen  the  crown  of  Sweden,  and  occafioned  the 
pfabihg  it  on  t^  heid  of  Charles,  the  younger  bro- 
ther (if  Eric,  who  conciliated  the  loveof  theSwedes,' 
by  oppofing  the  'defign  formed  by  the  king  of  Po-- 
land,  of  reftoring  the  Roman  catholic  religion  in 
Sweden,  which  had  b^en  banilhed  from  thence  by 
Guftavus  Vafa.  •        - 

It  wai  at  this  period  that  the  Swedes  recovered 
fome'pait  of  that  fovereignty  of  which  they  had 
bfetti  deprived  by  the  two  preceding  kings.  If  the 
reafon  of  Eric  had  not  been  deranged ;  and  if; 
p\irfuing  the  fteps  of  Guftavus,  he  had  (hewn  him- 
felf  the  heir  of  his  wifdom,  as  he  was  of  his  power, 
he  would  have  tranfmitted  to  his  defendants,  fuchf 
arbitrary  authority  as  muft  have  effedtualljr  deftroy- 
'•:    ■'■-''■  ^  cd 
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ed  die  ftatcs  :  fo  true  it  is,  that  the  extraTagant 
condu6t:  of  kings  altnoft  always  turns  to  the  ad« 
vantage  of  the  people,  who  are  deprived  of  flieir 
pririleges  under  a  happy  adminiftration. 

Under  the.  reign  of  Charles  IX.  the  fenateof  Swb- 
)9en  resumed  its  influence;  for  that  monarch,  mop^ 
felicitous  of  (ecuring  the  fucceffion  of  the  crGKwa  to 
Bi»fon,  than  of  extending  his  authoritf^  tempori(ed 
with  a  body  from  which  he  had  obtained  what  had 
been  fucceffively  wrefted  from  his  two  biotfaecs, 
smd  which  might  fall  to  the  fon  of  the  king  of  i^o- 
Uind. 

Charles  IX.  ihewed  great  addrefs  on  thk  occa- 
fion :  he  repuUed  til  the  attacks  of  his  bfother ; 
conciliated  the  love  of  the  fenate  aad  of  the  other 
orders  of  th^  ilace ;  ^uni  Guftavus  Adolphus  luount- 
ed  the  throne  of  S^edten  at  th^  death  of  his  father, 
confirmed  in  the  fucceffion  by  the  fuffr^^  4>f  the 
irhole^tion.  ^   ^  : ; 

The  Swedes  were  not  difappointed  in  their  ex* 
pedations:  never  did  any  prince  imite  more 
great  qualities  thanOuftavus  Adolphui^:  tiefhewod 
himfclf  the  generous  defender  of -the  liberty  of 
Germany;  and^  without  ever  making  any  attempt 
againil  the  rights  of  his  people^  he  led  them  on  to 
glory  under  his  flandard;  and  gave  them  a  degree 
of  confequence  in  Europe  which  they  had  never 
before  pofTeffed  from  the  origin  of  the  monarchy. 

All 


,AU  the  forces,  of  th^  empire  could  not  ^iUi:  t^ 
Kero  of  the  iiorthj  wt^o  loft  his  life  in  the  bofon^ 
^c?iaoiy. 

The  blow  which  felled  Guitavus  nude  ali  ^W;^ 

4w  tremjt>le(  and  it  would  not  have  beea  extraor- 

^m%Tf /xi  \%  l^dk  overturned  its  confutation,  ^sf^ 

tchanged  tl^e  i(jpirit  cf  a  people  who  were^^  und^  theipr 

cwaiwipr  l^iqg,  become  a  nation  of  wa^rrf^rs ;  for  it,  1^ 

jxot  ip,  the  midft  of  feats  of  annsj  and  when,  evf^qr 

.  in4iyidqal  is  ambitious  of  laurels,  that  men  give 

thfmrelves.time  to  think  of  their  rigiht;,  .01;  oii^ 

ting  bounds  to  the  authority  of  a  triumphant  luug^ 

the  partners  of  h^s  glory,  accuflomed  to  fee  him 

level  al)  obilacles,  deem  it  honourable  to  afiill  hiov 

in  funnounting  them. 

Gu&ivus  Adolphus  leaving  no  heir  but  Chriftina, 
JSweden  was  in  danger  of  becomii^  fubjed  to  (he 
^wer  of  that  ariftocracy,  which  was  increaliag  in 
the  fenate  during  the  minority  of  the  young  prin* 
Hiefs;  It  was  in  that  minority  that  the  mioifter  Ox- 
enftern  propofed  to  the  aiTeimbled  dates  a  form  of 
'jgovemoiient^  which  he  iaid  had  been  projeAed  by 
'Guftavus,  lind  which  was  accepted  and  ratified  by 
*the  diet. 

^    One  of  the  articles  of  this  fyftem  might  have 

..been  fuificient  to  make  the  diet  reject  it,  by  prov- 

ringthatit  was  the  work  of  fome  members  of  the 

fenate*  Tins  article  deprived  the  ftates  of  the  rigj^t 
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of  txuJdng  or  propofing  any  law^  ^vcm  of  deliierafhfg 
on  any  matter  which  the  king  or  the  regency  had  not  com^ 
mamcaUd  in  writing  to  thejenate.  The  noUes^  .vh^ 
had  the  exclufive  right  of  admiffion  tio  the  fenacc, 
\irere  hot  alarmed  at  this  extenfion  of  its  power;  bu; 
the  three  other  orders  foon  became  jealous^  and  this 
jealoufy  produced  fuch  divUions  and  tuu^ts,  that 
the  ariftocracy  loft  its  flxength,  and  ^ve  place  to 
abfolute  power  under,  queen  £hriftina. 
.  Thus  Sweden  was  continually  revolving  ia  t}|( 
fame  vicious  circle.  Sometimes  her  kings,  abafixig 
their  power,  provoked  fedition  and  anarchy^ .  TJif 
nation  had  no  fooner  efcaped,  by  means  of  diiIca-> 
tions  and  civil  wars^  from  the  yoke  of  tyranny, 
than  an  ariflocracy  fucceeded,  whichknowiag  as  lit) 
tie  as  defpotifm  how  to  fet  borinds  to  its  power^  or  tQ 
keep  well  with  the  other  orders^  ended  in  render* 
ing  itfelf  intolerable  to  the  nation,  which  flidn^t 
then  hefitate  to  prefer  the  arbitrary  will  of  a.king 
to  that  of  a  body  which  they  coniidered  only  a% 
their  ambitious  and  unjuft  rivals. 

I  (hall  paufe  here  and  recolle<^  the  idea&  which 
have  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  our  review  of  this 
fecond  period  of  the  Swedilh  monarchy.  We  haye 
there  feen  the  crown,  become  hereditary,  place(l 
at  once  on  the  head  of  a  madman ;  as  if  it  were  t^ 
defeat  human  wifdom,  and  convince  mankind  tha^ 
their  bed  laws  are  not  a.  fufficient  protedtion  from 

the 
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flkt  Aiifortunes  and  injoftiGC  attached  to  their  ia« 
fiitutioos.  .  ^ 

^  W€  hare  (een  two  rival  brothers  contending  for 
the  throne  of  their  father :  the  one  aided  by  the  for-^ 
CCS  of  Poland^  of  which  he  was  become  the  chief: 
the  other  fuppoited  by  the  will  of  the  people,  whp 
letred  to  fee  a  x^ligion  re-eftabUihed^  which  they 
regarded  as  the  caufe  of  all  their  former  calamities. 
.  Under  the  influence  of  tfak  error,  <ju(l:ayus 
JMolphus  received  the  crown,  which  the  laws  of 
faM^^fiky  decreed  to  the  fon  of  the  king  of 
Peikndi  •  The  fcei^ire^  in  the  hands  of  that  warlike 
praOGe^  wad  converted  into  a  llaff  of  command,  by 
which  the  Swedei  were  cooduAed  againft  sm  em* 
pctQt  who  fought  to  eftabliih  ijatollerance  in  the 
ftatn  of  Germany.  All  ac  once  a  nation,  almoft 
biined  under  the  Itc,  burft  upon  tKe  view  of  ado* 
ttjflied  Europe^  and  took  part  in  the  famous  treaty 
if  Weftphalia,  in  which  the  articles  moil  favour- 
^le^to  the  princes  of  the  empire  were  dilated  by 
chat  nation. 

-  Adolphtts^  who  died  the  death  of  a  hero,  left 
mly  one  daughter  to  be  the  heir  of  his  throne  and 
Sf  his  glory.  The  Swedes,  who  rcfpcded  the  law 
iftabUflied  by  Guftavus  Vafa,  which  rendered  the 
crown  hereditary,  did  not  hefitate  in  placing  it  on 
the  head  -of  the  only  offspring  of  a  houfe  made 
nniftribus  by-two  illdftribiis  fovene'^iti.' 
-•Vol.  I.  Dd  While 


r  •  •• 

H$%  Of  tkt  CtHfiimim.  ff  Swifen. 

-  While  thisiquccui  ftiU  in  her  mioorityV:  was  bi- 
creafing  and  rendering  herfelf  worthy  of  baogfib^ 
fucceffor  of  the  hero  from  whom  (he  xeceived:  f^x- 
jftencc,  the  ambitious  fenators  threw  iiuo ,  Sw^e^en 
tjic  germ  of  ariftogracy,  which  was  foonftifljf4jj,^t 
tirhich  we  (hall  fee  fpring  up  dgain^  to  b^  Aftf;j[i^0i4^ 
deftroyed  under  the  prince  who  is  now  upon  the 
throne. 

If  the  hiftory  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  is  the  vo» 
lume  which  wife  legillators  ought  to  have  always 
before  their  eyes,  and  confult  on  every  occafion, 
it  is  perhaps  in  the  hiftory  of  Sweden  that  they 
will  difcover  the  mod  truths :  one  among  others 
will  ftrike  them  in  every  page  :  it  is,  that  in  order 
to  give  permanence  to  a  conftitution,  it  is  necefla- 
ry  that,  from  the  prince  to  the  lowed  of  his  fub- 
jcfts,  all  the  members  of  the  ftate  Ihould  experi* 
ence  juftice  and  happinefs  under  it :  that  if  it  bears 
too  heavily  on  the  people,  it  will  give  birth  to  fc- 
ditions,  and  banifli  the  afFcftion  and  confidence 
which  ought  to  fubfift  between  the  family  and  its 
head:  that,  if  it  degrades  the  prince,  it  will  infpirc 
him  with  the  defire  of  freeing  himfelf  from  it,  and 
ofoppreffing,  in  his  turn,  the  power  which  fceks 
to  crufti  him :  that  if  it  favours  one  clafs  of  citizens 
at  the  cxpence  of  the  others,  it  will  render  that 
clafs  odious  to  thofe  who  enjoy  not  the  fame  privi- 
leges s  that  if  it  h  impofliWe  to  perpetuate  the  cm- 

pire 
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flire  df  fdufy  tlf^iT^  conflit^^^  commands 

^fiiMdiefice  only  by  the!  influence  of  that  fentim^ift^ 
#iU"iie€efIkrily  be  deftrOyed  in  time.  In  fine^  thit 
43ie  dttly  meahs^  of  fenderihg  flieh  iah  eftablilbm^c 
dQrabte,  is  to  make  it  call  fbrdi  emulation  add  of- 
^"fefttoiii  and  tnfuxi^CLpublic^  proTperity.       -  ^ 
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J[  HAVE  now  run  through  all  fJierfirol 
tirWch  Sweden  his  experienced  in  its  government, 
fitmi  the  firft  accoimts  we  have  of  the  monsirchy  to 
the  reign  ^  Chriftiha,  whcmi  wfc  kft  in  a  feir  pro* 
inife  of  difplaying  to  advantage  oft  a  thronei  all  Ae 
amiable  qualities  which  (fee  tecclvtd 'JSiobip^^^itti- 
ture.    *  J    ...'  ■'•:  .  •    :v  ■   !:;j;.--  -v 

I  have  Ihewntliat  the  authbritj^  aj(*qujfed' by^thfe 
fenate  in  confequence  of  the  plah  of  cofiftitiidon  preU 
fcnted  to  die  cfiet  by  the  minifter  Oxehftiem/^irtte 
work  of  Gulbtvus,  was  die  catdfe  of  diifendons^  be- 
tween the  noble  order,  and  the  orders  of '  burgeflcsind 
peafimts :  and  that  die  fovcjeignty  of  the  >iiaciofi'  be-, 
-came  fo  enfeebled  by  thofe  cHifendonS)  that  the 'myal 
-power  found  no  difficulty  in  triumphing  over  irii  tod 
-that  thus  Chriftina  arofe  to  arbitrary  authority*  • 

This  princefe  to  whom  a  liberal  education  had  giv^a 
fafte  for  the  fcienccs  and  the  fine  arts ;  who  correfponddd 
ip|tb  att  the  celebrated  meiju^n  Europe^  and  wrote  to 
each  in  his  own  language ;  who  called  Defcarte93Q 
h^r  court,  and  had  the  g^ry  of  affording  a  retreat 
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to  diat  pfaibfophet  after  ooe  had  been  reluiecl  lunv  in 
tirance :  tMs  princeis  was  formed  to  rdlgn  orer  >t  r^ 
difierent  people  from diofe  of  Swedcti ;  Uiifriioie  rufie 
climate  the  miifes  Teemed  to  difdaut  (m  abode.  Thfi 
^tan  in  which  Guftavus  Adolphiis  had  engaged  the 
Swedes>  only  rendered  them  more  ferocious  j  they 
hpeaitfljfcd  nothibg  but  concyUefte :  dity  paid  no  regard 
to  the  exercifes  of  reafon  i  and  diidained  thoie  delight- 
ful amiifements  of  the  mind  which  diffufe  fo  man^ 

■ 

charms  through  life.  -  r 

MiChriftina  from  the  ckvated  fpher«  of  a  throne  caft 
Iter  (regards  o&  Italy  ^  and  faw^  nc^  without  the  ddire 
of  a  more  indmate  acquaintancei  <  that  beautiful  counr 
4ry>  now  become  the  fovtre^  of  the  arts  as  iht  had 
foraietiy  been  of  the  univeitfe^    Her  filbjeds,  whom 
(he  coiikl  not  infpire  with  her  thoughts  and  her  af- 
fe£tionsi  appeared  to  her  a  nation  of  favages^  and  Ihe 
&rai«d  ihe  defign  of  abandoning  them  to  their  ig- 
Domfice^  and  living  for  beffe^*    Ma  de  Voltaire  fays, 
timt /be  €$UeriafMed  this  courageous  d(fign  for  fmjen  years 
^beforijhe  carried  it  into  execution. 
J  .Mooafchs  who  have  fo  little  regard  for  their  people 
;  as'^tt  dicffire  a  feparation)  and  prefer  the  obfcurity  of 
a  iukgedt  to  the  glory  of  fovereignty  ought  not  to  be 
regretted  2  ytt  when  Chriflina  announced  to  the  ftates 
htr*  intended  abdicadon,  ike  found  from  them  a  re- 
finance to  her  dei%n  which  was  v«ry  honourable : 
.  Alt  faowever  perfifted  j  and  Charles  the  Xth  afcended 
llMi  triironc  <which  Chriftina  hadf  vdunurily  qiiifted. 
:m^*:jj  f,  '»■.:/''  '■  0i'Aj:*--  »,*  ^  1-       -The 


4o6'  OfH^  GonfiUmim^'&Aeiiii: 


s.t 


-  TheAiffa&ci-of flfeiwrarMte  "pmct  was  much  mom- 
cdng^iaFWith^  diatbf  Ms  fubj^  foon  afer  hk 

elevation  to  the  throne  Ire  led  a  Tidxyrious  ftrttiy  inttf 
Prfiind,  iwWch  he  conquered.    • 

■  Forced  to  return  into  *xs  owhVdbnHnibrts  tct  rtpiil' 
ah'  invafion  'made'  by-  thtj  -EMeify'he  aftttiiffifed^^fhS^J 
ehemy  by  a  itrtrdi "  whScfi  was^  'drie*«mided  fei  Hlftbif  j^ 
Hfe  too|c  advainttge  of  diti  rigbur  of  th6  feafon;  •  ^kAff- 
opening  a  way  to  glory  oVer the  fereign  feas,  hi^  "paflgd^ 
fiham  ifland  to  ifland,  foliating  by  a  lahd  antay  (intff* 
I«  arrived  at  Copenhagen.  TMs  bold  enterprise  n^^i 
ftorcd  to  Sweden  the  province  of  Schonen  of  whiiA^ 
Oit  had  loft  poflelDcm  for  dirce  trenttrries.  ^  '-i'^' 

Before  I  pais  to  the  reign  i&f  Charles^  X.  I<night:W' 
mention  twodrcumftanccsreBdve toqueenChriftmfcl 

M.  de  Volcairc  lecms  to  attribute  to  Iwir^fnuch'^ 
merit  for  abdicatii^  a  crown  when  drfy. twenty *.feven 
years  of  age :  "  It  was  (fays  he)  thci^eatcft  jproof 
•'  of  the  real  fuperiority  of  the  arts>  of  ^oIkeneis><  tad 
"  of  refined  fociety,  over  that  grandeur  which- is' Mere 
"grandeur  only:"  •  ...:..  ,r  _..:•-  I  :.  ^ 

'"'  I  cannot  concur  in  the  opinion  of  this^  wditttf  ^  A 
princefs  who*  was  equal  to  the-wcaring  of  *^it)Wrt 
ought  to  have  made  her  tme  glory  cob(^-  m'-'^dflU-^ 
ing  her  fublime  miflion.  Whatever  attradtioiis^c 
fine  arts  might  have  had  for  her,  it  had  been  riidtV 
worthy  of  the  daughter  of  Guftaviis  Addphus  ta^  kavS 
ftudied,  even  to  the  moment  of  her  death,  the^irelfaw 
of  her  people,  than  to  fuik  inta  an  ^cBpfc  iuJjo^i 
fot  the  fake  of  admiring  dicre  the  chefs-d'oeuvres  of 

art; 


artt;  0t  ta«oine  into  France^  !b>  otpoic  herieif  to  the 
cvMrio(ky»  4<id  to  the  fiivplous  cenfureof  the  women, 
ui  jthe  court  of  Lewis  the  XI  V«     .  ,  ,    . 

No  fovereign  has  a  right  to.  abflicate  a  throne,  buif, 
wi^n  weakened  .by  years  they  ^fihd  .their  hands  tpo 
&eble.^  Aipport  the  weight  of  a  fceptre,  and beac , 
the  fQins  of  govermnen^.;;  thw:  abdicjubn  beconup/f.. 
qQt  onty  a  noble  aft,  but  a  duty ;  an^d  gives  a  glorious » 
Cfrnyiiation  to^n  honourable  reign:  .but  for  aipo-., 
MTch  to  .abandon  a  throne  while  he  pofle0C3  tbQ> 
power  -of  doing  good  upon  it;,  is  to  render  hia^eljt, 
rqlppnfible  for  all  the  feults  of  his  fuccelToi: :  it  is  t^^^'TT . 
ing  Grom  his  fubjeds  all  die  virtues  which  he  mighfi  ^ 
l^rc  displayed  &>r  their  benefits    In  finei  it  is  wrap- 
pii^;hwfelf  upin.his  good  fortune,  and  living  only 
for  Umfblf  when  he  ought  to  live  for  all  his  people. 

u  Cfaiiitiaa  iays>  in  a  letter  to  the  prince  of  Condc> 
^rlit.you  fiio^ld  condenui  this  action,  I  told  you  in 
'f  excufe  for  every:  thing,  that  I  ihould  not  have 
*^  quitted  the  good  things  which  fortune  had  giv^n  mc 
«*  lil  believed  them  neceflary  to  my  felicity :  and  that 
Hrl  ihovkl  have  pretended  to  the  empire  of  the  world, 
<^  t£  I  had  been  as  well  aflured  of  fuccefs  or.  death  as 
^  mnid  be  the  great  Conde/' 

.Tim, was  exprei&ng  herfelf  like  a  great  queeh  tp^. 
tnurds  a  heroj  but  there  is  no  juftice  in  her  word;. 
Waiiitottly  her  felicity  that  (he  ought  to.  have  confiite^ 
tdi  i  I>id  ihe  conlider  that  of  the  Swede$  as  of  Mt 
account^    Was  ihe  fine  of  riendering  them  mor^hap'^ 


;•* 


40«  CfthCmjUmripki^^ 

teful  to  the  empire  ef  tiAt  warU  if  Jb&bMi  heeir piteMf 
Jitcceeiingf    WotiW  it  ftot  hat«  been  cnm^  to  have  • 
gOTcmcd  inrcll  the  ftate  of  ^wWch  (he  ^ras  diitef  f  ^  » Aini 
'tru  (h^  not  expofing  hetietf  to  the  cemiii  diftigef ^<^ 
ft  goveitiing  th^  woiM  by  the*  atnbidbnr  of  coAqderiAg 

.'  "Hioqgh  I  have  odcen  die  tttertyr  of\bi#q[)iiig.^ 
ctilogiea  beftowed  Isy  M.de  Vokaice  on  Cnhrifiiiifc  te 
feing  raifedj.  as  heexpffdles  \u  above  the  gFandeaf  4^ 
a  throne,  I  readily  ag^ee  widi  him,,  wh^a  ha  &]S^  "iniii 
the  impartiality  which  chaFa&cnies  a  hifiorian,  diar 
^  that  priace&  iiiU&cd  lU  har  glcny  by  cbe  mmtkr  of 
ff  M onsUdefchy  bcs  atcendaot, ^aflaffinarsd hr ber. oinder 
"  at  Fontaiobleau/*  -       r  ^r../-     ;•» 

%  v'^  No  one  (fays  M.  de  Voltaiie)  Jboiddriaft/  famto 
^^  death  but  by  the  laws :  Chriftina  woi4d  sot in  Sme*- 
^  den  have  had  a  right  to  ailkflrinate  any  pcrfim;  and 
^  certainly  that  which  would  have  been  a  citnae  at 
^^  Stockholm  was  not  allowable  at.  Fonfiuabkau.^ 
V  Thofe  who  have  jufliiicd  this  adion^^  .deiiirr«oaD'.be 
^ -under  fueh  mafters."  .-         :        .-id  u,o 

It  is  in  thefe  refleddom  that  the  phiioibplitr^igiaiii 
fliews  himielf  the  friend  of  the  laws,  'and  tfaa  jle- 
fender  of  humanity*  ..;. .  : .    ;     )]  v,:i 

'  But  to  FeCAvn^oSweden.  Thegrderpfth^brng^flca 
and^that  of  d)e  peaiants  had  loft  £nee..the;a»ign;  of 
Guilayus  Vaia  tl|gt  energy>:  tfaat^tuibulcnce,  whicb 

*  -^  '^  forioed 


fiimitd  fhe  (faibginrd 'lofi.thft  coi^timioa:  yet  at;  the 
dej|d»iif  Gkades  tfc^  XtkrdieAitteapQrfbnncd'an  z& 
«f .  ^ertigm^  twhick  dcidaredthem  ienfibk  of  their 
poller: '^itbefj-oiwveddiikA  Adolpbasi  bnothor  of 
i9»rle$>vfi!iini  itte  guaiidw^  the  youngs  kiog ; 

nldiaugb  hft'  kikd  been  ^)pointed^o  that  gu^i^nihi^ 
and  «to>th6  ngesicyiof;  the:  kifigdoi%  jhf  therteftamefit 
of  the  deceaied  king.  They  gave  as  a  reafon  for  diis 
-prbCeduits  thiit  the  teftament^ich  nairied  Adolfihus 
tb' dtefe' officer  had  been  made '^ithooc  their  knoir» 
ledj^  \  «nd  that'  fuch  arrangements  as  related  to 
ttie  goyemment  f>f  the  kingdom,  coidd  not  be  valid 
without  the  confent  of  the  ftates. 
t<  When  Charleis  the  Xlth  turned  the  government, 
thty^nu^uired  fitom  him  an  otdi  which  informs  us  how 
die  Swedes  defired  to  be  governed^  although  as  Mr. 
•ShetidaAtemaiitSj  they  did  not  know  how  to  con5«e 
thei^  mcMiarch  within  the  Ihfkiits  they  wilhed  to  prefcribc 
ium..  The  oath  was  concerved  in  thefe  terms : 
i  5ff We  will' equally  maintain  and  obferve  all  which 
"^^Athc  Istra^nf  Sweden  require  of  us  with  refpeft  to  the 
-1^1  flates  in  ^neral  and  in  particular.  We  will  condufb 
**  ourlelves  in  the  fame  manner  with  regard  to  all  our 
^  r&bjefisi  and  to  each  individuai  in  what  concerns 
^'!dicir  rights,  their  privileges,  and  their  property 
legally  acquired.  Willing  to  £itisfy  the  nation  as 
^nmichas  ic  depends  on  us,  if  it  fhould  be  neceflary 
H^  to  make  any  changes  tdadvc  xo  the  defence,  the 
ii^^  '  .     '    .  *«fecurity. 


.  « 
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fecuritf,  the  pr6fptTityi'4ft  d«  wants  of  die  kSngdr* 
dom^  we  will  neither  mtake  lUiy^rdfifer  ^ny  tt>4M^ 
^  made  mthout  the-advice  of  th^  fehate^  or  widK>tfe 
^  thepaitkipadonatidooftairt^nceorthefiate^^^    c>i  ' 
^If  kings  who  havt  defpodfni  in  tiidf  ^iiOti^ts  pM' 
any  taegsrrd  to  the  oztht  vMck  tifKy  tl^^ 
mount  the  thrones^  Sweden  <bad  never ^(Meii^jn6re>'^' 
furedof  enjoying  the  adv^antages  of  aivequkabte^Md^ 
weU<-expIained  a!udk>rtcy  dian  isnder  Chai-ks-the'XIlhi:  * 
yet  their  privileges' wcfc  never tnore  violdttMi ;  jnflii^ 
was  never  more  infringed ;    and*  never  wsfe  the  j>ower 
of  the  fenate  and  the  ftates  more  degraded  than  under 
the  reign  of  that  prince.    Alas  1   let  usnot  codfide-faif  ^ 
die  oaths  of  motiarchs,  but  rather  ptace  out^nfidencfr 
in  the  goodnefs  of  their  hearts  when  k  h  loMW^y  ^  - 
thftt  is  the  true  guarantee  of  their  adminiftftittOn;'^^'Ti»" 
French  have  at  this  momf^fttthait  ceitatift^'igaarafttisc.' 
of  a  mild  and  beneficent  authority^*  1/wlyOTore  on 
the  virtues  of  a  prince  who  has  reMuhe^^  all  the-, 
pomp  of  royal  dignity^  when  it  itiuft  hay4»-:b€^  bisr*^ 
denfome  to  his?  fubjeds  y  whoife-  tafte;-^^JWhofe-if)teaj^ 
{wts,  have  been  as  fimple  and  as  pure^^^he^^ufibc^i 
lions  of  his  mindi  who  has  always  exprefied  hinficff- 
with  frankneis ;  who  has  not  difiembtedMhe^rmdra^ 
of  his  inexperience ;  but  made  us  regret  char:4Qniai&:; 
ters  had  too  frequendy  led  his  authorityafti^T  by: 
giving  us  proof  how  docile  he  would  have  ^efticor* 
wife  advice^  if  they  had  mver  ^ven  hiai-any^cnhi^&;^ 


Y^;,  I  :W6«^lcl  place  most  &ith  in  thefe  valuable^  qv^ 
liliclft  #an  in  att  the  oaths  of  defpots* 

if«  Qm\t%  th<i  Xa[th^.(%s  M.  dc  Voltaire)  a  ^w-- 
*'  rior  likciUi  hi^. fmceftoisy  ma^  more  abfolute  than 
^VHmey  hddrfb^Ri  and  nboliibed  the  authority  of  the 
^^-/eo^t)ei.  which  was  declared  the  ienat^  of  the  king^  r 
<li((^,c^;  ^  >kingdoin* ;  He,  was  frugal^  vigilanti  and  - 
''(lllboiiom  V  juft  (iich  a  prince  aa  would  have  l^eeii 
««:b(^kwed.jby(tJbe  Swedes,  if  hisdefpotifm  l^d  notv 
**;Cra«9formed.aU  the  fentiments  of  his  fubjf%  inta-r 
^^ttheiingkone  of  feai*/-.  -  > 

iThis  is^i all  that  a  liiftorian*^o  only  writes  down  ^ 
eificnta  v^  a  rapid  and  animated  ftyle  has  faid  on  thi^  ^ 
fiifcjed>.  .faut'Whoerer  istdeiifous  of  iearching  out  the 
a^  of  lfaeichanges!i^hk:h  have  taken  p]ac^  in  a  con-- 
ft$illion»  xnuftgo  deeply  into  their  hiftory ;  it  is  thei;c 
that  he  muft  find  the  obje^  of  his  refearches. 

f  The  rc^ncy  had  phmged  the  Swedes  into  an  ex-r. 
peiifive  and  ufeleis  war^    In  l^rdejr  tp  acquit  the  debts 
whidi  the  ftate  had  contira&edy  it  was  neceifary  to  lay 
very  heavy  taxes  on  the  people*    The  ft^natCj  con[l•^; 
poibdiof  nobles^  had  fpared  the  body  of  nobility  io^ 
'  nflgrffing  theie  taxes  by  which  they  excited  murmurs 
and demaftek which  erery  day  increafed^  and  produced: 
}eaIou&Sy  l»tred>  and  divifions.    The  two  orders  dk 
thci  peajfams  and  burgefies,  blinded  by  their  refeot-: 
inu^  believed  that  they  (hould  derive  more  happir 
ne&Jrom  reducing  the  nobles  to  their  clafs>  than  from 
a&cmding  themfelves  to  theirs>  and  this  they  could 

only 
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only  cfFcft  by  increafing  the  royal  authority  at  th<f 
rxpcnce  of  that  of  dieTchatt:  They  accbi^Slh^ 
paflfed  a  decree  in  fevorir  of  Charles  i  in  wftic  6f 
Miith  he  was  empowered  to  rctmiti^  to'*thfe^ci^>^ 
all  the  lands  which  had  b^it' tit^nated  -i^th  h^  finetf 
thiyeirr609*  '  -  '  *^ ''  '^^  ^  '  '■^^•>'''  'i^ '^ ' 
'  'This  decree;  which  waS'rigo«)tiflf  J«Wcuted,  plwi 
ged  at  oncc^tratpaft  of  tf*  ttobkte  into  tttttlMc  iUfi 
digence ;  and  thobgh  there  were  at  UriV  ptftifloiuP«f' 
hear  fifteen  iiurtdred  Bvres  ghuicfcd  to  tik>4b  Ai^ho  'had 
been  deprived  of  their  pofieffionsi .  in  the  next  ^et 
even  Aat  fmall  indemnificadon  was  wididr^wft.-i It 
was  in  confequence  of  tMs  privatfon^it'a  amnbef 
of  nobles,  and  orphans  of  mMe  fkmilie^^kv  wef# 
reduced  to  wander  about  die  ftre<!!tt  of  Sm:ltfi6lnfl^ 
went  to  the  gate  of  the  pflliM^  rwhftredlitriidiilg  tfacfr 
groans  of  diftrcfs,  the  quceh  afRji^  tbttifrall  AeTei. 
lief  in  her  power.  This'getteroris  ^xA  ftdiH^  pmoefi 
not  only  exhaufted  her  tre^tfiiry  to  ftippljiJAei  wants 
of  thefe  unhappy  fufferers,  but  ev€iA  ^iicd^-^r^Tthtt 
purpofe  he r jewels, her  trmkfets;  and  e^ffherrtkniiies j 
and  when  (he  had  nothing  left  to  giv(V*fl«*-caftliic^« 
felf  in  tears  (fays  M.  de  Volttire^  ac'  the  Jfctft^^fcfai* 
hufband,  and  intreated  hinito  take'dOlt^uMtonoifei^ 
fubjcfts.  Madamy  replied  the  inexorable  :^CIiarics, 
wc  took  yen  to  give  uf  children  and  not  adfvice,^*l^  *  :3  .  •. 
No  one  good  aft  could  be! hoped  for  Aon^a  ptiaoe 
capable  of  making  fuch  a  reply :  he  vftiA  •xini»E»nhy  of 
being eidier  a  king,  or t  Huftjand/whtf couhi  umm, 
•  *►  infcnfiblc 
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{Rfeiifi>fe  to  the  ft^ectdft :o£,feijttftt^nts^  that  of  l?$* 
ncvoknce.  The  fubjcfts  of  fucb^  prince  could  C3?p^ 
i»d»og  bw-jft)  gr«iA  uader,  ii  .l^qppK.  ojC  ^op,  if  Acy 
Mmod  QPiiffge  »>r  vrcl^  i«i.^oin:  his;  haacL..  But,t|i? 
Sifcdcj;  .*ciie  rtty  far  ff ojrv  forming  any,  fuc^  rpfrUv; 
^iM  ;aiict^w<te:nQrP?ter;'»bjc^^..no  pfi>er  !(^ifc 

KK^/ciBMir^hc^'  piaflW  ij  d^CKe,}^,  i(hcfo-tprms ;  ^ .  .  -  /, 
rt4;.1'<ifhpitoica[.  fcaw  rpfelv^d  »hat  d^  ft)rf;qa.,Qf  .goh- 
v^fveffinent;;  with  th^^nddiriqns.i^lMch  h;^yc  been  o^a^ 
ff  to  fthefltiV&iiU  be.  TO  m>^V^  cpqTidered  ^  if^^g^  tk^ 
^^Mlg4  inic  Jit  flaaU, have  thf^  pf^^f  ofchifiigjng  tl^em 

■^XhKbilvp  -QiaU  w^h^  obHffied.|6O;f0llftw  aijy  .i9i;m  .gf 
i^  gvvcftimcnti  pr9¥i4f^4b»ti4i^  con&ifi^  himf^lf  ip 
(f  ^fffm^|img  -iKSc^fdwg^  ^  'th^ J^V^  ^^  A^tuw?  of  the 
1^  kingdbmHi  %Th»  iC  tfcft^yipaai^^iTOli^tbc  cpnfent  q£ 
iK.thefiinMK^cih^Il  be;ipt>rid44Klf^ d<vxe.  only  .wit|i  his 
•^i'ti/mxiifn\Tfni\ i : wdiii VH^tOf  of  hi^  good  and.  juil 
:.:^!idiicbtn]|f)Cnt  I  ki  fuch,  mftW^r.  that  hi&  majeli^  m 
i^;iqMlit^  of  kingi  iaveAeti  -with  the  fupreme  po^y^r 
«4fiof;gDTenung.his  kbgdomi  ihallconform  to  the  k 
^P,;)uid  ftatutn  as  to  tho^/of  mi  inheritance,  whic 
^  he  hdUs  from^^odi  mid  ihall  be  accountable  for 
^ribb  aAiom  udj  to  hitti&K." 
^  ^  JWhat  tyranny  (exclaiius  Mr.  Sheridan)  does  a 
mflfm  dkiexn  to  fuffer  which  has  been  capable  (^f 

^fclcirlr.-^-  •  •  thus 


lAusfdrging  chams  fbrttftll^  and  eftiblilhiilg  de^odfih 
•by  law.  * 

.t  f«  The  two  fbverdgns  df  the  North  (<96ntintie8  dr 
•^  iartic  writer,  in  fpeaking  of  Sweden  ftfid  DetitnafV) 
iw  lWi(»fet  atithoritjr  had  been  the  moft  Kttittedi  brtawfc 
"^^dic  tnoft  ab(bhii:e  monarchs  in  Euwjpc';^  but  Ac 
^  miSuwwhkheotiduaedthemtbdrtt^^^ 
^  aldiotigh  fallowed  by  the  iamc  efiefts,  weie^ftdi^ 
^  oppofioe  to  thoie  'whkih  have  fervtd  to^ibgm^  iHt 
^•attrfiority  of  princes  in  other  coaitofes.  ^ISibft  it 
^•^  was  the  rtionarch  wh6  endeavoured  to  rafe-the  pKb- 
^'jSleth  'Order  to  balance  the  power  oftiie^inbte*: 
^  in  Sweden  and  in  Denmark  it  wa^i  die  j^eb|il«  Wh6 
*^ibt!ght  to  debafe  the  noi^s  in  ord^r  m  rdH^  1^^ 
^  to  their  own  level-  Irt  the  former  l)jl^{ifeO|^'^thd 
^  the  crown  gained  whi^t  wa^Wftiyy^  thcttd)ifity^  in 
^'the  latter  thcf  kingalofce Mras  the' gainer/ *^and  the 
*  condition  of  the  pebfie  contimied  diefirtM?.'*'-  ^ 

Thefe  ideas,  which  abotmdi*5A^^^^ 
trf  us  the  dartger  to  which  t  nation  is^*4^*iffid  ilikdti^ 
tver  the  multitude  fuffer  tf<eittfelves\t(>*!*  ta»ife^ 
tfwsy  by  their  fury  and  jealoiffi^^i  thm^^alwa^t;i{£tQi«4 
i  moment  in  which  dfcfpiotifm,  ^availin^  itftlf '#*felr 
hatred  and  their  palHons,  and  •  taka^  Madf^UitStge 
of  the  weaknefe  of  the  ftate,  c*alts  itfetf  ^^abovb 
aD  laws;  breaks  with  its- feet  of  brafe^  «B  c6flM 
ilttutions;  tramples^n  oaths  $  and  behokk' its  iltib«^ 
j/t&Sy  crufhed  down  or  dtfj^ried  by  tcrtw^dAn^gim 


JMser^txy  fpeak  ^^e\r  n^Sf  and  expcdUng  not)nlig 

but  the  will  of  their  maftcn  ,  n 

.  ->  H9W  much  morrwife-does  that  na^i>  appear  which 

'ififtead  of  enieebfing  itfelf*  by  vain  and  unjuft4>r^^»- 

^fionsy-inci^aiies  its  energy  by  uniting  all  its  powei^stn 

JTOC  .central  point;  which  .poiuit  comprcheiuisr  the  ipvc 

f^^iyirtq^  r^%e&  for  'allrpiK)per^j^defare  of  ^flablifh-^ 

.^  oidej^  and^  deter^unaciiQn  to  grant  nothings  j>ut 

c^lhe-^aim^ofjqfticeand  the  laws.  ..     ,  ,.  v 

< .  ..ClWfies  thi^  Xlth  died:  .after,  confirming  hi^  aiuJM^ 

nty;  by  ^  reign  of  thirty^jfeven  -  years.    He  left  to.  Us 

{[Mii  iheift  in  his-^teenth  yeary  »  throne  firmly  efta^ 

blifliedir  and  roipedted  abroad;  poor  but  warlike  fubl^ 

jeida^  4iad  the  finances  iftgood  order,  and  under  the 

oi^n^nKnt  of  able  mimfters.  .    .  > 

This  priacct  was  willing  to  carry  even  beyond,  the 

Ipave  his  authority  over  the  laws.    Thofe  of  Swedea 

fixed  die  majority  of  their  kings  at  fifteen  years,  but 

Chiles  the  XkhretaFded  that  of  his  ion  to  eighteen. 

fJL'iif  ^Yolt^re  fay$y  that  i/  was  to  favour  the  am^ 

^kh^i-vUws-ffhis  motbdr;.  but  another  reafon  may 

*jtM^prt fumed  more  adapoed  to  ius  charaften    Charley 

iftfenfihle  to*  d»  cries  of  indigence,  to  the  tears  of 

#  >CPiBpafiionaee  wife>  was  not  capable  of  yielding  to 

the  defifts  of  an  ambidous  mother.    He  was  to  leavQ 

t»  his  Ibfi  an  authority  without  any  bounds :  the  fenate 

which  had  been  heretofore  the  ienate  of  the  nation^ 

WAS; 'become  nodiing  more  thaa^  the  tribunal  of  the 

Veipgi,faiid  the  organ  for  ifluing  his  orders :   could  he 

place 


fdi^c  fuffictent  eoitfidencfe 'iA  dk  ikWDiMNlge  «imI 
perience  of  a  prinoe  aged  oAlyr  GibcakJfmtH,  to  hope 
chfcf  he  would  ttiaifttaift  fijoh-ttbibfaierpoiicrii^  No; 
biithefadieveddiatf  b)^W)t  tnjiiiling.fainiwkfedic  oeiM 
0^ f^vieitafiKltc MtU he ijnB^dg^tt^,  ktimovidhM 
them  With  a  more  detentoitied  httd^'  r^ />£f  l«f  i''.*i  ».  , 

Along  <Q&fi9ii]ttft:iu)devetop«i^/tta  ufiiaittnerof 

Iheir; appearance r  te 'hadrfcaMUy  fliitcrod:  hi»Jfi» 
leMQh  y*ar  wlienht  '^yfioecaihkdi^'ofv^^ 
find  caiifedi  tb)r'  dit/  inteiffreaM»i6f  ikp  jft«i8«|di9 
fiegoncf  (A  be>  takoi  Ottt  of:  thelhMd«^  fi»«)(pE||^^ 
mothtr.  But  I  ihaU^ittfi)d»«eU'iipott.AiiMigp^ivkh 
^ch  grery  pgffen  i^^^acyiiintiidfci  >A^  Jatoripnl  who 
ii  become  the  nval:  of  ijgaynnto 
sd  lib  «in  the  wo&  ibrilliwt^oilourtJia  fmttd  totaiiom 
nothing  wa$>aAdflg  but  thBignpdeDitoi^tiUaafldejr 
for  aoquiriitg  diCifamc  oekbfityw,;ifii  w:!v  •.  -i^/  :.>:..;. 

^  Charles  the  XIItbiwM  ileiil  tiil^  fteftarobtiUtai  ifet 
geaerai  of  di^  Swedes^/*  hij^Ardeiahviitt.  fto^fif^ 
demands  ofrofiiiafid  moriey.^'  but  J^iqadq  tbsfik  dtf^ 
ouuida  in  a  manner  fo  4m|3ietioo$>  aoG^iexokod'^ffMidf 
miracibn^'fo  ^tiratioQal,iof  dl.hii^^mtqijMpe^jdntdKis 
iiibjcds.ieemed  to  have  become*  the  ^Aofffu^^A^oit 
new  Thunderer  i  And  hbercy  had  ibeiui  .^mver .  acb 
nihilated  in  Sweden^  if  an  k:9lg<^$  of  f|ni(£bituiies  had 
not  awakened  the  inhahitantf  tp' reafoii..  .  •  ^  .• 

.  Infenfibk '  to  eve  i^  tender  ^feAtafnen^  Chfurks  di« 
XXIthidied.Kidioiit  poftariqr*^  »d  bftbijqi^  of  aianii 

pk-OTiri^es^ 


(ximiiccs  ud  the  eKhaufted  condition  of-  the  (Uti^ 
left  this  oiiioa  of  warrion  coavinced  of  z  ttrich^ 
thtt  the  prince  wlk>  thinki  of  nothing  but  battle«i 
who  pltcea  all  his  glory  in  domineering  over  other 
iMUOBai  and  in  teariiig  away  and  beftowing  crownii 
is  a  reAl  plague  to  his  fubje£b.  i 

I  have  obichrcd  that  no  people  on  earth  ever  ex- 
perieaoed  fo  many  revt^dons  in  their  gQveromeiK 
»  die  Suredesi  We  have  feen  them  during  the 
leigna flftwo  king^ fubtmtted^  the  moft outrageous 
defftotifins  yet  thisnacioos  fo  faUen,  fo  degraded^ 
lagoisigto  re^afoend  td  her  ancient  liberty^  and  her, 
ftites't»  pefume  their  ibvereign  powen  i       i. 

:\ :  €h«lea  cbe /  Xllth  had  two  fiflsers :  the  eldeft 
was  married  to  the  duke  of.  Holftein  i  the  youngcfl^ 
named  i  Ulrica  >  £leonOra>  had  been  efpoufed  to 
EradenAk,  hereditary  prince  of  Heiie  CaifeL  The 
ftates  were  unwilling  to  cxmfer  the  crown  on  the. 
fbn  of  thedudiefi  of  Holftein  left  he  ihould  believe 
he  enjoyed  it  under  an  hereditary  title^  and  pretend  to 
the  fitnne  power  which  had  been  exercifed  by  the  two 
fiinner'ibvereigns :  and  before  they  would  offer  their 
cvbwft  to  the  younger  fifter^  they  required  her  to 
acknowledge  that  (he  had  no  right  to  claim  it,  in 
confoquenoe  of  a  law  of  the  ftace^  which  imports  d|aa 
no  princefs  can  fucceed  so  the  throne  unlefs  (he  be  un* 
married :  Ulrica  being  therefore  doubly  excluded,  p/^ 
account  of  .her  juniorlhip  and  her  marriage,  did  not 
hcfuate. ro  publifli  a  declaration  .by  which  <'  flic  re^ 
.  Vol*  i«  E  e  «  noiuiced 
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"  nounced  for  hcrfcif  and  Her  potteiity  al)  abfoltse  porr- 
"  crj  aswell  as  all  the  jprerogafivcs  of  fhe  crown  which 
^  (hould  be  incomjpatible  'with  the  libMtf  of  the 
f' nation."  "     "        /  "        '  ^ 

■  The  f(ates  took  advantage  o^  thii  ciirdmflaliee  for 
extending  their  donriinim;  and  feducif^^  ^thmVery^ 
riarrQw  1  jrnits,  {he  rojj^  aumo^  wistefldivtd 

on  Frederick.  r   **  .  j 

They  decreed,  anriong  other  arficlcsi'tSiat  '^^  if  the 
*'  kingi  or  the  (enate^  fhbuld  negleA  to  aflfettlifAs  dke 
"  ftates  every  three  years,  they  fliould  have' a' right 
*^  at  the  ex{Hratioh  of  tBiat  peiiod,  idundng  ^fcmi  tl^ 
'<  laft  diet,  to  aflemble  of  themfelves ;  aiul  diat  alt 
<'  which  the  king  or  the  leiiate  might  have  done  in 
'<  the  interval,  Ihould  be  regarded  as  null. 

^^That  during  the  hokling  of  the  afleitibty,  the 
^  authority  of  the  king  and  of  the  fenate  ih6uld  rciihuh 
*^  fufpended ;  and  that  they  (hould  have  no  part  in 
^what  was  done  in  the  diet,  except  affixing  dieir 
^  (eals  to^  and  figning  the  decifioiis,  whethet  they 
^  were  fatisfied  with  them  or  not. 

■  • 

^*  That  the  ftates  (hould  alone  potiTels  the  i^t  of 
^  dedarsng  war  and  making  peace,  and  of  diiti^Jitig 
•*  the  ftandard  of  money ;  that  vrfierevcr  a  ihtHHhf 
^  occurred  itl  the  fenate,  the  ftates  (hoiild  pre(^ht 
«« three  candidates  to  the  king,  who  (hould  be  blSiged 
^  to  choofeooe  of  diemj  fb  that  if  a  fenator  (Kould 
**  die  in  the  interval  bctwcefi  two  diets,  4iii'  ptace 
<^  could  not  be  filled  unBl  the  next  ftfiembly  of 

«ihc 


^die.fiates.  In  finci  dut  diey  fhould  have  the 
^^  power  of  difmiffing  any  roembtr  of  the  fenate 
f  *  of  whofc  conduft  they  difapproved ;  or  of  grant* 
•*  ing  him  leave  to  retire  if  he  dcfircd  it." 

;Fojr  completing  the  authority  of  the  ftates*  the  diet 
f(fa44i|hed  a  Jecret  cpmmnie^  compofed  of  members 
of  Uxc  noble  order,  and  of  the  clergy  and  the  bur- 
geffi»}  die  number  was  to  be  at  the  will  of  the  a£Km- 
\Af%  but  there  was  always  to  be  the  propordoh  of 
two  aybles  to  one  of  any  jpthcr  order. 
.  This  committee^  which  united  the  judiciary  and 
executive  power,  was  fo  much  the  moie  fiDrmidable 
frocn.  its  referving  to  itielf  the  trying  of  all  crimes 
which  it  thought  proper  to  denominate  high  treafon  i 
for  in  all  fuch  caufes  it  was  both  judge  and  party. 

It  was  not  poiTible  for  the  ftates  to  be  raifcd  to  a 
higher,  degree  of  foyereignty;  and  as  the  diet 
had  alone  the  right  of  diflblving  itielf  it  mighty 
by.prolonging  its  exiftence,  annul  the  royal  power, 
Mdiio^d  die  reins  of  government  forever  in  its  own 
bands. 

•  r  (  . 

Now;  I  hayc  fhewn  the  extent  of  the  authority 
•[^ropri^ted  to  the  ftates  in  this  revolution^  I  fhall 
.ttjce  a  curfory  view  of  that  which  was  referved  to 
ihe  qx>!m.    *      . 

.  The  office  oifking  was  hereditary. 
He  had  die  precedeQce,  and  all  the  external  pomp 

«d  miignuit  <^  majefty. 

^  %t%  Hit 


*    h     ,    «  ^ 


4^  CftkeCifj/HMm.^Sf^^ 

refpeft  towards !  hinoi  tfcfhftria  writing  or  in  wonH 
moarred  the  paia  ofidciath.-   v  -    ^      ;      r.^    '  - -i  v 

He  waatbeoni^.vifibliejfovtrcc  of.  honourss/tbab 
ki>heidoiie  could' cttea;fe  5Ci>unts:QrbarofiSj.!OriiftCQ«i 
4uce  new  membcis  into  the  <  xrhanifber  of  oobjtinLii 
but  tjuff  privilegeo'vvnts  Itmkmmtnjr  xeftriAiDm^  i.)  u  )rj 

Hfc  alone  couid/^idKlonxa  .cf  nninat  a&er  feittiifiei 
bad  be  A  prdnotincediijbucitfae^fciiato  was^autbcsb-iMd 
to  diiTuade  his  mfyefly^fi^qni'lemploying  tiit>B]irei<a^ 
g»tivriraad  tbdir  difluJafioniBrasXuflSbieM  to>jrin¥ali< 
date  the  idbbunon  of  bw^^majcfty.? :  i/j  ^irj.v  rix-  ^  -}^;;t 

In  fine,  the  king,  in  the  in^t^rvals  betjctreen  tbc  diftts^ 
divided  the  executii^eipQ!w<r>;«^ijrh  die  feoacti  and 
he  had  a  pxivilege  bejoiad  the  Qf^r&nai:Qrli^ofglTing 
two  votes,  and  bisvdpmion^ws^.io  dodde  iim^iitox 
occafion  whero;thefC  lhQuldfae:?an.^equaiit]r;Q6  fii6 

£rages«  ..>■';.     ..'"^^        ."    .r'.,-:.;::  ^;  <i:  .■'ov:^ 

^Sucfa  were  the  conditioiis  upoa  which  UliioiaiEIeou 
iK>ra  confcnted  to  reoeivb  die  crowni-^andto  Aktoig 
with  her  huft?and.  .  .  .  n    r?f.w  j-jir 

Never  was  royalty-,  cafl:  down  from^'greaterieictft 
of  {x>wer  to  a  moreconfined  authority  than  b^thiBaM 
conftituuon:  but  were  the  people  rendered  taoitliapi 
py  by  it  f  Did  the  ftates  employ  for  the  proj|»rity 
©f  their  country  the  fovereignty  which  the  nadon  had 
thus  recoveredi  The  events  which  fucceed'  muS: 
rcfolve  thcfe  queftions*  ^  .  a  ;  •  4 

■  The 


0 

s  TThc  authors^'  dwl-nefcr  foiwnof  gOTcrnmci^t  (Wn- 
d^fted  thcmfelveft  by  a  vafepbo^  They  were  cqa-^ 
wiced,  that  the  evils  in  which  itbc  ware  of  Chftrleii 
titcl  Xllth  had  invoked  their  cduunti  rendered  peace 
indirpeniable ;  and  that  the  RuSkn  fory^es  iteere'np. 
lonj^ra  mere  banditti,  as  in  the  time  whenrwcnt^* 
thoufand  o{  them  fnrrend^cd  at-diferetioa  m  right 
tboufimd  Swedes  at  the  battle  of  Nekrva :  they  there- 
tm  foimed  a  clofe  conmeftioii  with  the  R]uffiaii^ 
eoQcUiated  tiieir  firiendfhipy' and  appeared  to  make 
aTacrifice  of"  all  th&:io(res  which  their  countrymen 
had  experienced  in  Germany^  to  :Ayoi<3  giving  um» 
bi:)age  to  their  neighbours: 

:^  They  had  the  fortitude  to.  refifti^H  thejaddrels  of 
Ffi^i^ice^  which  (bughCi  iris  Jiot  eafy  to  fay  on  what 
]HiUtical  prindple^,  «o^  attach  Sweden  to  her  intereft, 
aiid  darry  !die  flames  of  war  jagainft  all  the  other 
powers  of  the  north-  This  plan  of  condudt  was  ^  in- 
variably purfued  tmtil  the  year  1738,  at  which  tiiHe 
dieSw^des  entirely  changed  dieir  fyftem.  In  die 
diet  which  was  convoked  at  that  periodj  the  court  of 
¥€riailk9 acquired  greai  influence  over  ieveral  mem- 
benx>£  the  fenatc  r  and  formed,  by  means  of  the  goU 
ihe  difperfed  there,  a  confiderablc  party  which  wene 
fliftingoi^ed  by  the  name  of  de  cbapeaux  (the  hatsX 
while  the  party  which  oppofed  them  were  called 
4f  hinmets  (the  caps.)  Thefe  two  parties  z&tA 
a  principsd  part  fb  long  under  thefe  ridiculous  |ipr 

E  c  3  pcUationj, 


4^2  Of  the  OmfiUutUm  asf  Swiien. 

■■■/..  • 

peUations,  that  hiilory  has  been  obliged  to  adopt 

them^  though  beneath  the  dignity  of  its  ftyle. 

The  firft  and  mo9i  enormous  fault  which  the 
cbapiOMx  were  guilty  of^  was  the  drawing  Sweden 
into  a  war  with  Ruflia ;  and  choofing^  for  that  bold 
enterprize^  a  time  when  the  Ruflians  were  at  peace 
with  the  Turksy  and  confequendy  would  be  able  tb 
bring  the  whole  power  of  their  arms  againft  the 
Swedes.  This  war  was«  as  might  be  expefted»  pro* 
duAive  of  the  moft  unfortunate  confequences ;  for 
the  Swedifh  army  was  deftroyed  in  Finland ;  and  the 
ftates  faw  tbemfelves  reduced  to  the  (hame  of  (bif- 
citbg  peace  on  any  conditions  which  Ruflia  niight 
pleafe  to  impofe. 

Ulrica  Eleonora  dying  without  children,  the  ftates 
named  for  her  fucceflbr  Frederick  Adolphus,  who 
accepted  the  tide  of  king  on  condition  of  leaving  all 
the  authority  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  gave  him  th^ 
Clown. 

It  certainly  would  not  be  an  unpleaSng  fight  to 
behold  a  king  confined  in  his  dominions  to  the  mere 
external  ihow  of  majefty^  if^  under  the  fandion  of  that 
•uguft  phantom,  a  powei^l  and  enlightened  body 
fhould  govern  with  wifdom  for  the  publit  inter^lV> 
and  work  out  the  public  good.  If  fuch  a  king  is 
endued  with  a  benevolent  mind,  by  being  a  witnefi 
to  the  profperity  of  his  people,  and  feeing  Aertt 
happy,  he  enjoys  every  thing  which  is  neccffitry  to 
«  his 


lus  happinefs. ,  But  who  could  remain  untouched 
by  a  painful  cbnccrn/afendnrient  of  ibrrow^  at  fedhg- 
tbc  chief  of  a  nation  coAtinualljr  expoied  to  offences 
fi;om  thofe  who  had  iworh  fidelity  to  him  ^  deprived 
of  all  power. of  aflifting  his  peopled  of  cnKghtehlng 
their  councils,  and  of  extending  oirefr  thefn  a  falntary 
audiority  ?  It  feems  as  if  ftich  a  Idhg  were  Testify 
placed  in  fuch  an  ekya^  (itiiaticAfr  fo^rehdenng  h^^ 
iiunnilidtions  morp  yi0b)e ;  aiicl  ^vig '  him  an:' op- 
portunity to  take  a  more  tompiribheiifit^  riew  of  the 
calamities  difFuied  (hifough  that  imm^nfe  famitf 
which  muft  be  dear  to  his  heard 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  Frederick  the  IL  iadier 
cf  die  prefent  king.  But,  in  Order  to  fitew  bow 
.£ir  the  diet  had  obtained  an  afcendehcy  over  him> 
I  muft  enter  into  details  which  may  feem  too  minut?^ 
Imt  whxcb  the  author  of  die  Vb&on  of  the  late 
llevoludon  in  Sweden^  Jbas  hot  thought  jproper  id 
pmita 

,  Frederick  Adolphus  had  efppufed  the  fifter  of  i^ 
iafie  kbg  of  Pruflia;  and>  Arrange  as  it  muft  appear, 
the  diamonds  with  wBich  her  father  had  enriched  her> 
nrpvcd  the.ic^ufe  of  a  very  ierious  quarrel  between 
ibc  ftaces  and  the  monarch. 

Xn  thecpurie  of  the  diet  of  1756  the  ftates  fuf- 
f^tixng  that^  thefe  diamonds  were  pledged  at  Haqt* 
j^i^;  and  fearing  that  the  money  obtained  upon 
dtiem  might  corrupt  fome  of  the  ftates  to  ftrengthen 
jdie  court  party,  projt&ed  as  the  only  way  of  de^ 

Ee4  priidng 


414  ^^  ^jfi^ikmUltifyStbid^ 

fMrinog  the  k&giund:qiKM' t>Erifae  meoifcofibd^ 
ttom  CD  infift  %ipOQ  ting^triribldi'tfaey  prttoodcd^ 
htve,  ia  confcquenGQ^.of'^  ordinahce  maateiHitbi 
"pM  xri22*  of  examimng .  lehttfi  ditamoiidsi'aiid  pdn^ 
Achmovcabks/bdbfigedtD/thdcrown^:.'^;^  :i  :i 
*  The  queea  wkbmudi  dignity  €f)pofcdm4ms|eiifin 
l^  wbkh  (he:  Hi  htaMi  ofRsmM ;  ihe^refUfed  tnOibi. 
init  to  the  inipciSHon  of  co/nmiffionen  die  dnnnaM|| 
wfaidi  ihc  pofl^ffed  from  i8^\^tmx6£ixyf^^\^ 
ther^;  and  declared  that  i^s^iiunHm  wtt  ifxjifant^ 

deem  ^  immiUMutg  ta  ttfioirj  ^  \i  ry  --'^  i.i:r..iri[Aji\r. 
vThcftates  applied  to.  tbi'kingjiiiid  4rlflftodi«pdft 
juftice  being  done  them  for  the  queen's  ne6iial;aiid 
fi>r  die  lerma  in  whicki  icvasi  eamuvmii^'zoiihcr 
digpkf  was  diliged  to  jjdeldrCQ  dm  indecem  inqtRfi- 
tion.  From  diatdme  the  ccrfnt'fexperiencedifoch^ 
but  Qoncradi£Uon  and  niortificaQons  from  the  Aa^wt 
they  pryed  intoevery  dungtftiat  paiTed  ^her^  andito^ 
exencifed  fuch  difgufting. defppdfm  aiito. infift  on^tht 
difa^iifioii  of  the  fnbkgovernot  of  the.  kings^JcUldfni^ 
under  pretence>  that  the  office  was  fuperifaioiis^''ai|(i 
they  Aoc  oi^y  difmified  the  prince  royal's '^ireeeptof;  | 
}y\M  forbid  him  any  inteircourfe  wichi  tbeayouflg 
prince  I  juid  this  without  affigningany  reafbsferthe 

-  meafure. 

Willing  ftill  further  to  reduce  the  royal  ai 
to  render  it  abfolutely  nothing ;  and  to  make  of  the 

•  )cinp  a  mere  puppet  dre&d  19  iiv  the  en&goia^iOf 

•majefty^. 


t^ft^kfOfff/li^^  4Qf 


miajdlyv  diejt  demtedediiiatpHBrfiiottkl^  plac&W'dil 
JiBixisofH^ieifenatorka^&miMRd^  fiiCumJMt 

vied  iQ0tod:  of.  nbc  king Vii'giiaturt  on  ceitam  0CG^ 

.  It  is  worthf  ef  obfi^rvatibn  drac  all-^ t6efe  dematidt 
jH»ten}mif3C6d>iKriti»  diff^itioft*  deii^ng  pratetiqt  of 
nfped  t  that  each  tapufi\  iwar^fidi^dfl^d :  U^tki  >n^fi 
ifmtf  Ms/>  ^»^  puw^yfid'iagj:}  i hnrt(  reprpfentaiicm  wn 

and  defpotifm  exercifing  fuct^mbfoii^  domtnioA  dfra^ 
jtbe^tfhiefiaf  asiaiioa.iufrdtf'^  liiaQi^  hypocritical 
iir/eo^fadda*  i'^r)t'i;f  3i.i  ^'-rl  i.:^;j  :uir..; ,...'..  /  --^  >r 
ir>  fl^kiag^'wsdi'a  hear&abbiuidiogiA  benev^nttt 
•^fiAfcaCifArSfyiCotiiA  notr;fii9ve- irotx^  capiul  prunUhP 
i9Rait  the  count. dafrakc;  arid  the  JNUPon  de  Hbfni 
AiJ^Hedodjoff  idclirmgi  to;  reiiiftatb,hin[i>  iii  ih»  amhoritjr 
iioiiid.  eijtjoytf d  ^ui]^^  the  firil  form  of/  goirerni^f nc  ; 
iittli-toiiiSnfpiaiGsi  xnily^.  ttey  w^re  beheaded wiAifit 
pmtfKted^:acc6aipdhres^  I»  i^T^in .  did :  he  kiog  and 
JBpxesk  Aodp  191  reqqeft  t^t  fihey  fwould  •  ^vta  ccmu 
[  jrnxic^tbeifante^oe  ofde^th^protioimcieGibyt 
flniffioncfiSi  idoi>*fomo=€nilder  puniihment|..theltatei 
wcnikb  inciiften  cither  to  die  \yiihes  of  frieadfhip,  cqr 
to  the  demands  of  the  monarch,  though  he  had  a 
jight<:f(  rcwimitgi tlie  punilbmeat  encirdy^.  1  . 

.  Unfoilwatcly  it  was  to  France  that.  Sweden  was 
"Igd^ttdiTf^r^th;  .dqjgradaxioa  of  her  kmg^  an4  for 
,vii'"*u:'-'  that 


i^c  powerful  ariftocracjr  which  became  every  d^y 
more  ibrmidaUe.  It  was  indeed  a  melaocholy  fye^, 
ttck  lo  behold  die  iamgiie&  ^  the  dark  underhaflid 
Ibhemes ;  and  the  various  means  of  corrupdcm  whkh 
were  employed  by  Ruflia»  Franccj  and  England^  x^ 
gain  the  command  of  the  diets,  and  reciprocals^ 
founteraft  each  other's  deiigns.  .  ^ 

France^  by  drawing  Sweden  into  wars,  fomctiimiL 
with  Ru(ria>  fometimes  with  Prullia,  expofed  that 
country  not  only  to  defeat^  but  to  an  oj^reffive 
Imk)  of  expencesi  towards  fupporting  the  weight  of 
whicbj  the  paltry  ibbfidiea  which  flie  granted  af- 
^rded  no  aid.  Whenever  a  diet  was  to  ofpcn^  the 
^nts  of  the  three  courts  were  employed  so  iotrcK 
duee  into  it  as  many  as  they  could  of  thcvfe  whmn 
tfiey  knew  to  be  devoted  to  die  pfuty  of  their  rtr 
||)eAive  fovereigns. 

i  The  afcendency  of  France ,  was  long  maintaiacd 
in  iSweden^  I^iicr  tbieatening  to  pay  no  xnMc  of  the 
arnuurs  which  flic  pwed,  if  the;Swci^e^iboHl4,  conn 
<^liide  a  treaty,  with  ekher  Ruflia  >or  finglaffd^  uf^ 
^Knigb  t^y  would  certainly  havC;  gained  niuchiQOfS 
Ity  ifK^iificmgchefe  arrears,  which  amounted  &>jteO:9r 
twelve  milliom,  yet^  in  a  country  where  money  isT^ry! 
icarcc)  die  func; appeared  fb  inrrnienie,  that thepsfty 
adverfe  to  the  French  interefi:  was  afraid  of  incurnog 
the  anger  ^f •  the  whole  nation  by  riflcing  fucfa  an 
eaormous  iols.  > 
.  After  -iten  .7cafax>f  intrigues^  and  of  pUyiQ|;,off 

every 


tntiiipKcd  in  the  diet  finct  tht  year  1756,  firand-  k-i 
ibif  bbliged  to  yields  and  could  no  longer  prerene 
i  treaty  being  made  by  Sweden  ^ffith  Ruflla  ami 
Eiigfaridj'by  the  principal  aitide  of  ^hkh  it  was 
*^(Sfd  diat,  tbejUtfeffs  of  each  natm  fl^dd  rec^ocaS^ 
i9^oy  in  the  refpeSive  kffigdmSf  ports,  and  bavmu^  ^ 
A^po^&s^  dl  the ddvemta^said mimmtits gtmO^t^ 
fbim((/tfav6urediiations:  "-   '^ 

It  will  probably  be-  foppofed  that  France,  dUbOii^ 
«ihted wkh  this  ti^ty,Wotildin'Ocmfeq^^ 


■1 


SWedenUfK)  fi^()  herfdf  from  iHt  fublidies  Ihe  hull 
pntrnifed:  btit the dukcdc CIidleuK ^AmMQstrkf 
ftl/dgh  aAkifs,^sU  detei>nhMed  td  gtv^  liiw^  to  Swaden 
at  air^  ptict, ''  Hkviti^  hikd  iff  Inb  defign  under  ttiB 
hft  (huest  he  fought  to  govern  uiidef  die  ntnle  tt 
Frederick  AdotpAiiii/'and  wfdi  th*t  ineir  he  cJonceived 
dte  bblddt  del^  that  could  ht  fiHh|ined»  it  «a« 
ehsit  of  reftbrifi^  tb  the  kTng  >lO  th6  iudibrity  HfhSOk 
ihecrimiihaA  MftV  tthd  of  deftraytng^dDe  fetwee* 
#lfich'  wiu"  cdmi»(ed,  throt^  dkC  imd«ft  >«!f  «htf 
pitif^ooTAhle  toRtiffia  aiidEiq^tiicI,  of  lAemben^ 
IkJflSfil  fejlftgintewft^jf  "France. 
-  FSr'igff'oEHn^fiicfiaHefign  itwaaMedBtf)rtoeon« 
<M)i:^  it'  hew  (fiet;'  The  fenaton  afraid  of  Utflilig  dwir 
pkc^Voppofed  a  convocattoH  wliidi  nd^hc  fead  t» 
the  difplacing  them;  and  the  kiqg  mu  MtfiiflK 

litcr  afleipibfe  the  ftMis  III  oppofition 

to 


ex 
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19^  ^e  will  of  the  feiuu£ ;  k  w(ls  thebaic  ^^peoS^ 
bj|r  p  bring  abiQut  (bqrie  «ircufnJft«npe>  XufficicBtiy  ^jfe* 
novf  and.imporOLiU^j^jc  pbfigittg  tbeicsatc  tn  cw^- 
▼okc  an  cxtr»ordinaiy;.4i$j5*     •  ,,;  .  . :  :;  ^/ij 

Fi[cnchipmiftfr^n^oni.M^i6  ocsafio^.  and  4k.iq8y 
abled  to  judge  by  it  of  his  afe^^ncy  ovQr  i^^K^mtt 
of  Swcjjcn.  Hpfp(5|fi)^<ji,<h(e. kingtQ fioHI^MIhe 
fcna?c  that  '*  t9q9l[^cd;t>yi.thfih»«j5.taM»;w«b;wfeQli 
*^jtfae,  f>ec^le  /^vene,  p^rtH^49i»<i>.h}»'  Httentaoiiiiiaa! 
*<4faat  die  ftacesJQ>puld  bte  epflvfi^ia^^  Mdi  iba^i£lille 
ienfte  rc£u%i  tQ,qf;iH^(^.Ul<(IQ«  hmi^^liiiiJxjuaiiq 
the  crown,;  f  b4  iii>rbH:*c ,  :^«^  fif :  \m  djanwi  ia  -  aaf 
*f.rcfolutions,Qfit)}e.fcnaJ5Cv'*j;  ,;,,  -,^.^13iw  :<aix  j.ii 
A  declar^doo  £^  une^pe£i)9i|}  (UfQ^nceffetd.tiie  rfei 
nators,  who  Jcoew ,  the,  4«n/(^ba)!et$  ^  ,du^.  |>Aopk  I  to 
die  iung^  .dtey  thqre^^,  ^^MitHiJ^  l^.^iflRfllEA 
kim  change  his  rei^lutipfl;  imt  \»  fKi^«i :  in  ifw 
aod  desnaoded  a.4^(^erL9orwfe;Linf:*twtatt)r«/ow 

hours,  r„   .    .,        ,....!■;      r,;-:"     ::■     ;-:;Oii:lVfi^':jL;'Jf.     ^lij 

On  the  nej^t.day  l>«t  p^fi  thi; JiLi^g,iK69t  fb  ^firmn^ 
andperronaUyrq)eatedjMS||(9tp^an4  G^ade(»AirfeaAfiiiQiv 
The  fcoators  urged  the  inpppO^ili^ jof  resiA^V^^ 
in  fo  Ihort  a  time/  aU  the  reafons  fo|^.:feMcL.agf|i^'dyt 
coQvacation  of  an  extraordinary  diet  v^d  thfc  kuig» 
after  declaring  that  be  took  this  anf^&r  for  s(.f$(M&)]^ 
arofe  and  quitted  the  fenate.  /04 

Qahisnvyeftx's.rQtHrjpfP  his  apartm^pt -ha- J&nt 

thc:pj:tnccr«yalK«ccQf0p.»med.i;Qr  muf  o^i^^i^xi^jK^ 

•  •vC  ■■■• 

college 


edUege  of  ckinc^^  ttf  demrnAb  form  iht  RsLtttp 

the  prince  proceeded  to  the  ^thfe^eblleg*^,  detlafeff 
thit  fas  *iti^e(ly  had  iimhdr&wirhiMfelf  fi-om  the''^- 
YemmeAti  artrf  gave  a-  printed  eicplanSitSott  ^  A? 
ttWfonsof  hbabdicilti&fi.  -      '  ^  ^        :  ..  jr. 

^HThefeMte  endeaV>ovi^i4l^Hki^^^^^ 
w  preloiig  tbeif  ^dfhimftradoh^  diifiilg  the  eigln^e^ 

months  which  were  ytt  to  ^fs  before  thb  trtbal  thiitf  "for 
aflembling  the  ftatl^lt  hue  t!)^  prirtdpd  tblb^gdi^^- 
pliedr^hatby  the  ftfiidanft^&)  kw§  ^^^S^defl^the 
ipnate  coiiki  notiKM-e  govern  wtiAio^^e  kihg  tfian 
the  king  without  the  ieinHeet  ttnd  that  the^  ttiult 
remaiA;  itttfti^' ^htU  ^^teis  wei^  cohTOked:  - 
oJlti(i;oii^qiiiinbe  <tf^^i(l^^rinfMref  the  i^ecwive  powe^ 
reMamed  fil^[fi6t)d«<d)¥^fld  t^^  the 

impiafkitiittiifitK  of  gti^cfhiii^  die  mtr,  determinedf 
Wi<J&ilVOfce'  th6^di«.^  ^  X)n'  tttfe'  tneetihgoF  the  ftitdi 
the  apprehenfions  of  the  fenators  were  verified^ 
tteyniK^eii^  m ^cumed^^Utl;  add  'thbfe  Who  hM  pfe- 
4UHlbd'chehvJwere  i'Aralte^  t6  the  feriat^.  France 
XSuiMfriii^  iii'C«iife^tiiient^  th^  Idiig  of  Swefden  t^ 
filitiddt  hit 'aJiiehok'it/';  and  the  two  parties  which  di«^ 
Vided  ttk  kingdom  were^  in  turn,  exalted  or  debafed, 
aieii^ding  to  the  impulfe  given  them  by  foreign 
powers.  V 

Swedeii  might  dien  be  called  a  fieldof  battle,  where 
F^jin^e  dOMIMdetf (igalkiftRiil&i  and  En^a^^    while 

cvolic  the 
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the  war  was  carried  lon  by  mimfteft  whff  tfioogh 
Ascf  did  not  ihed  any  bloodj  iprea4  around  thcni 
•bBndaoce  of  money.  If  the  courts  dk  LoqdopraiKt 
Peterfburgh  had  been  ae  prodigal  of  ti^eirtcejUiPirfl 
as  thatt)f  VerfaiBes>  itwould  have  been  tt^hffftfO* 
itcy  whkh  Sweden  could  have  purfoed-  (o  .tycp.tfaR 
combatarils  as  long  as  pofilbl^  <^nt»iidi{ig,4?£r](bit; 
3d£bQcy>'«  £nce/tbe  ftate  ww^nrichfd  byf'lhcir  -^ij^ 
iIrippbufiRu(Ba'>iid'E9gkrK)4bughtir^€^^  joRjafg 

Sadden:!  it  wasfFran€e  al^qc  tb^&  xnadc  hcf^  g$)[ld 
^itterjiaod  dfftributetd^it;'#f}iong{^:her.  i^t|ifi4.f^ 
^MWi  whoi-iiiere  bec<¥n5  -^  fsorrt^ctQr  fleja^j^^ 
«ny  infiance^  that  powprfol«i<a(i^of;Pffruai^    .^ 

The  duke  de  Choifeu},  vfi^^'^^^is^^^ 
mft  alliance  between  AeTuecks  ami  itbc  ^^p^^^.r^ 
to  induce  the  latter  to  iAvade  RaffiaIWI^^  4]>fULpQfrfer 
was  threatening  die  PortOi  could  not^cHRrsvcfiacGM^ 
plilh  his  projeft,  of  inducing  the  ftates  to-  ccdff.tni  t^ 
kii^  and  fenate»  the  ri^t  oi  making  ^r  aai^^^e» 
and  of  concluding  alliances^  in  the  ^menic^i^^^if^^ 
<iiet:  confequcndy^  hefiuled;in  :Semng;4i(JSif|jd^ 
tirmyient  into  the  doniinions  of  J^CE9fiil%f:;ll^ 
thus  all  the  fruit  he  obtained  fron>  theivnunirlucb  he 
circulated  in  Sweden  wasj  the  renDoving-a;  fi^pji^  ^- 
»vourable  to  the  two  courts  which  were^tbe^tavtaiiB^pf 
France,  and  preventing  the  tStdi  ot^  WMf  pf 
commerce  which  had  been  figned  ^^'^J^ti\:\:.o 


V       >  « *****     ij. 


<)f^€dl^t^uHififif^w^  4Sf 
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t^7t,  "TfYAXt  die  pririce  now  upon  the  thranct 
#it^  in  Fraiiee,  fbliciting  the  performance  of  the  pn»» 
Jliifei  made  hf  that  court,  he  received  news  of  the 
fliftlth' of  the  king  his  father.  \ 

"'  iJtwk  the  XVth  was  informed  of  it  by  die  couM 
de  Sd^er  who  had  been  deputed  bf  the  ienate  tn 
dbAij^Ktneht  the  young  king  on  his  acceflion  cotho 
dtfbne.  'This  Swede  having  entemd  in  the  middk 
ciPtte  m^^  after  meeting  (bme  refiftance^the  apart* 
metit  of  Lewis  the  XVdiV  >n  order  to  acquaint  inhi 
whfi  die  eyent ;  availed  him&lf  ib  dexterouf^  df  thi 
fitrpriiee  into  which  the  king  was  thrown  by<  his  uif^ 
4ttpeAed  vifiv^d  by  the  deadi  of  a  prince  wha  w>| 
his  ally;  tiiid^painted^fo  touchingly  the  deploraUt 
IbKteto  whith^  SweidM  was  reduced  by  the  privation 
irf'  the  iubfidi^^r6mifed  by  France/  that  the ' kiagr 
mhisettioddn  bootid  HiMifeif  by  a  prbmife*  ta^givfe* 
le^idefs'td  hisMnifters  the  next  day  for  acqxiitinjtf'thefe 
dtigagetili^Acs.^  -  '  -  .'Ji 

'  "Swtd^h  hid  to  lanient  in  Ae  diE^adiK>f  'Frederick 
j(adlj(>hiis^  'tfte  lb&  6f  a  prince  endowed  •mth^ctttf 
^^itfitf^vitate,  aftd  exempted  frdrn  thar  ambitioit 
'^ich%  lb  gi-eedjr  of  power.  He  had  no  deflre  ti> 
nfhi^^  tWfxemftitution  of  the  people  over  whom  ho 

iiA^ik^'i  indyethe  was  not  happy;  becaufe die  diet 
'Mnddl6  fdwte  abuied  the  afcendency  which  they  had 
-dbtsrhied  ever  him^  for  degrading  die  crown ;  and  fbr 

contradifling  the  royal  &mily,  even  in  the  doumftic 
^itoncerns  of  their  palace :  and  becaufe,  when  they  iud 

deprifed  ium  of  the  reins  of  government,  they  de- 
livered 
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livered  up  his  people  to  thd  calamities  attending'^ 
vile  aod  cor  rapt  adminift  ration.  ^ 

What  a  train  o(  refleftions  arile  from  thefe  faA^ 
on  which  I  thought  proper  to  dwell  ntore  particu- 
larly^  becaufe  they  are  difi^rent  from  any  with  whith' 
hiftory  pi!efent$  us. 

.  We  have  here  feen  the  royal  power  cKakoig  iefelf 
in, Sweden,  from  the  acceflSon  of  ChriftiAa  tothtf. 
death  of  Charles  the  Xllth,  to  the  higheA  degre#> 
of  foverdgnty ;  and  we  have  ieen»  under  the  reignir 
of  Ulrica^  and  Frederick  Adolphusi  that  power  de«^ 
dine  into  extreme  wcaknef^  and  the  nation  recohrer 
from  the  crown  all  the  rights  which  it*  hftd  Mb 
(ioce  the  days  of  Guftavus  Vafa«  We  hare  aUb4etif 
another  power  ftart  forth  all  at  once  during  the  koftd-^. 
in^  of  the  ftates,  and  transform  itfelf  incD  «n  ordep 
nf  fimators.  But  were  the  people  more  happy  under* 
this  new  power  ?  No :  ariftrocracy  has  been  as 
fatal  to  Sweden  as  the  the  moft  abfolute  monarches 
and  the  Swedes  have  had  the  humiliation  to  fed  that,; 
after  eftabliihing  in  themfelves  alone  the  right  eff 
making  war  and  peace,  and  of  breaking  and  forming 
aiKanceSy  it  was  not  they  who  either  declared  war 
or  made  treaties,  but  it  was  a  foreign  power  whtt 
exerciled  over  them  thefe  adts  of  fovercignty,  by 
rendering  itfelf  mafter  of  thofe  with  whom  the  na- 
tion had  depofited  its  authority.  Thus,  under  the 
ariftocracy,  Sweden  retained  no  appearance  of  that 
glory  which  had  been  communicated  to  her  by  the 

.  ioipetuoficy 


ynpetuQfity  of.  CWles  tbe  Xthj  imd  die  heroiitn  4)f 
Charles  the  Xllth,  it,  polfiefliN)  x^otbiog^  bofe  tb^ 
^qpie  of.(kffiats  aad^  tbeidf^my  of.  eonruptioo^^^ 
i^Hh^-nrnw^  lit  i$,tme^ i^mnpf^pd  ovtr  \ia  k'lngi 
Iffxtihfim^  the.  woXy  pprfon  i;a;iifhQaf  kgave  Uurs: 
thofe  by  which  it  was  itfelf  goven^c^lMre^iaBitBd 

k^^t^0^9Qy'^v%* :  Thft  hiftoiy  <)f  ehiB  arapdossf^not 
|MWQ  aa^iAogy on^riftoCfAdi;  (toaitnioii ;  bticiheic  19 
%:)  i^.  Iheiftf ,'  re«foai  ^'  roy  -.dv^eJlingyufion^Ut  V 
it#i  jmrtiQularly  :  relate  4X1  f SPrtniefl/  .  Whar^tidiiail^ 
^i^^haa  that  kii«4oiDA derived  fl^oto  this:  %ili^ 
fo}ky>:  fa  mw:h  ext^c;d'  tmder/u  'inmiftry  w4iich  is 
$f^  M  morf  ?  For/fipwardft  of  fifeera  yei^ ^tii« 
Cfihiiwt;  of  ^erfailles  tiicncd  att  its^enti<in>  aad  dt^ 
r«£M  ^  ks  influence  towards  the  north  1  aod^xriist 
Im^^Cja  ^  coi^nence?4P^weden  has  beert.OK^ 
glgedJ0it:WV:WttbRttfiia^  which  has^  prored^l^ 
fohencithorTiarkt  roufcd  frotnr  his  {lumber,  miv4  nU 
%\titd  to  turn  his  fin^r  againft  the  Czarina,  hoi  owned 
af  .WoU  as,  Sweden  thr  triuoipii  oi^faer^armi;  ^and  a 
^affhof  aUiancpin  farour  of  :£ngland,'-«diic&:tst)ib 
smr^MHi  ift jeitiftencr;  /was  fer  a  while  retanled; ".  '*^ ;;: 

itWiMicnrijaf  wjnt  calamities,  have  beea^^odoced 
iff  thip;  al^mraiahle  policy,  this  rage  fordomimenng^ 
ip  a.fereign  kingdonnl  Sweden  has  been  divided 
im»  l¥hD  parties  which'  fay  their  muttial  contentiona 
hnjire  ca^d  iniiappiaeis  to^  the  people,  inftead  df 
endeavouring  to  repair  the  kiffes  of  the  ftate^  or-^auc 

*;;VouIf  Ff/.  ^1.3'.  their. 
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their  fioances  into  better  order.  A  good  prince,^  wjio 
dcfircd  nothing  but  to  live  in  tranquillity,  h|«  .bcc^ 
tormented,  ihaken  upon  his  throne,  and  brought  xi^ 
the  very  point  of  abdicating  it  to  gratify  hi|  ally. 
Torrents  of  blood  have  been  poured  in  contcnainff 
for  uncultivated  defcrts,  or  the  ennpire  over  a  law^ 
kfs  baqditti,  while  the  power  of  Ruflia  haS(becpme 
more  redoubtable  by  the  fucccfs  of  her  arnn$. 

.■  ■■  *  .'  ^'^^XJ        -"'fit 

What  has  been  hindered  by  this  prodimous  in* 
fluency  m  the  north,  of  wbiqh  the  minifliers  ol^  France 
were  fo  vain  ?     Has  it  prevented  the'  partition  of 
Poland,  and    the    aggrandizement  of  three  .rival 
powers?     No;   it.  has  fenced  to  acccllefate  thofe. 
events!    Yet  what  millions  has  it  coft Jpranqe  to. 
gain  this  boafted  influence!      What  preqous^  nio«, 
ments  have  been  employed  by  it, '  and  ftoleji  ^ir^jpl^ 
the  internal  bufinefs  of  the  kingdom  !    If  die. ;  i^ii 
menfe  (ums  which  (he  difSpated  in  Sweden   ai)^ 
in  Turkey,  had  been  employed  in  rcqlaimmg.hjr 
uncultivated  lands;  in  (cooping  out  canals |^  ik  ftA- 
cning  the  condition  of  her  foldiersj   ?unfiJ^Jt^ 
ing  her  manufa^hires  to  perfeftion ;  would  tlt^pv^j^ 
have  promoted  her  real  intcreft  more  certaiphr  th^i 
all  the  money  Ibe  has  wafted  among  ftran^n^?  ^  H 
France  had  never  intermeddled  with  the  gpycnw 
ment  of  Sweden,  it  would  have  been  better  for  ijptjlii; 
Jdngdoms;  the  former  would  have  been  mone  rich^ 
and  the  latter  more  happy*  ^ 


The  fuDudies  which  Sweden  received  fromliraiicei 
fawc  not' indemnified  her  for  the  lofi  bfften,  offhipSj 
5mi|[  of  money,  which  the  incurred  by'  following  tnc^ 
cduhcils  of  that  ally— Ah  ally  who  waj  defirous  bjT 
^veming  others  though  fi^e  knew  notlibw  tpgovera 

-Iff.-'  *^  •'        ,-      •  •—.     sr-*  •   -,-        j-' '      -■  K    j-..-^*/,       #11^     ( '    --f 

atiiomej  ^  ,  .  ,    ,  , 

Thllead  of  giving  their  money  to  tl;e  Swediln  fena- 
tors,  would  it  not  have  b^en  triors  wife  in  the  Frepcn 
to  ^vc  demanded  it  of  thofe  who  undo-  that  tide  were; 
exempt  from  paying'inipofls  ?  Inftck^  of^orrupting  the  * 
a^ppHtones  of  that  authority  wnicli  ruled  S weden>Wvli 
it  n6t  have  been  better  to  purify  mofe  who  adiruxiiftcrcd 
liuQce  in  jhcir  own  provinces  T    Inftead  of  mqltiply- 
ing  uieir  foreign  penfioners,' would  it  not  have  been 
mo'rt  prudent  to  limit  the  number  of  tholc  who  weftf 
ipnnging  up  at.  honje  ?       _     _  .  ■ 
^'Risto  be/hoperf  ttiat  we  fbiall  now  fee  banilhecl 
fotever  that  murderous  policy,  which  produces  war 
i/^h^re  peace  flibiild  reigriwithbut interruption :  which^ 
cxnaults  the  citizens  of  its  own  ftate,  that  it  may  cor- 
rup^tffie  Ifubiefts  of  arioijier  fovereigh ;  and  which  tranf-  ^ 
jroi^AiXtiiVreprefehtadve^^  the  agents  of, 

TOtw,  ofpeiridy/ arid  of  feduftio^^^ 

'  Is  if  hot  in  cbnfequencc  of  this  faHc  policy,  th^ 
France  has  increaftd  Tier  national  debt  to  fuch  an 
irtimcfife  amount,  that'  A  deep  gulph  is  opened  by  it 
Which  threatens  the  fate  of  the  monarchy,  andwhicTi' 
muft  now  fwallow  up  fo  muclv  treafure'  bcfefrc  Tt  can 
tciUled? 

F  f  a  CHAP. 
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C  H  A  p.    XIV* 


Op  thb  Revolution  of  Swspkk  iv  lyft* 


o 


'F  all  the  revolytibns -which  the  conlHtuiionof 
Sweden  has  experienced,  the  moft  extraordinary,  iftd 
the  moft  deierving  of  attention  on  account  of  its 
plan,  its  execution,  and  its  cohfequcnces,  is  the 'one 
I  am  now  going  to  conlider. 

What  I  have  faid  concerhing  the  fituation  of 
this  monarchy  fince  the  death  of  Charles  the  Xllth, 
muft  ftill  be  frefti  in  the  remembrance  of  the  rea- 
der :  he  will  recolleft  that  the  nation,  after  having 
bowed  its  humbled  head  before  the  pow^  of  two 
defpots,  had  again  exalted  her  ibvereignty  from  the 
bofom  of  misfortunes,  and  given  the. crown  to  two 
foreign  princes ;  who  confented  to  wear  it,  on  condi- 
'-  tion  of  reigning  only  under  the  empire  of  the  laWs, 
and  of  a  diet,  whole  prefencc  alone  could  fblpcnd 
their  authority. 

We  have  feen  the  father  of  the  prefcnt  king 
forced  to  condefcend  to  all  the  demands,  to  all  the 
pretenfions  of  thefe  ftates ;  and  even  his  paternal  au- 
thority obliged  to  give  way  before  that  of  a  moft 
oppreffive  ariftocracy. 

How 
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Ilow  far  were  thele  ilatcs,  foiabfolute  in  their  will, 
from  believing,  that  the  young  prince  whofe  fub- 
govcrnor  they  difmiffed,  under  pretence  that  his  em- 
ployment was  fuperfluous,  and  whom  they  forbid  all 
communication  with  his  preceptor,  fliould  become 
the  abfolute  fovereign  of  Sweden,  and  annihilate 
their  power !  and  yet  this  actually  happened  in  the  year 
1772,  withouta  war,  and  withoutanyefiufion  of  blood. 

Such  an  event,  which  did  not  feem  within  the  line 
»fdf  probability,  may  flirnifh  a  ufeful  ,kfibn,  and  teach 
>^WHions  that  they  ought  not,  rcppfing  on  the  ftrength 
of  their  conftitution>  to  deep  in  fatal  fecurity.  It  19 
fiot  fuffident  to  limit  the  ainhority  of  kings  i  the  hap- 
pineis  of  the  people  muft  be  at  the  fame  time  ex- 
.  teindcd :  for  human  inconftancy  ihould  be  confidered  1 
and  we  Ihould  remember  that  if  people  grow  tired 
and  dcfirous  of  novelty  even  in  the  midft  of  public 
welfare,  they  will  be  ftill  more  folicitous  of  a  change 
Whei^  their  condition  is  unfortunate. 

When  the  new  king  of  Sweden  was  on  his  return 
from  France  to  his  own  dominions,  he  paffcd  by  Pruf- 
jBa,  aiid  went  to  vifit  his  uncle  at  Potfdam.  It  was 
generally  rumoured,  and  might  be  eafily  fuppofcd,  that 
the  hero  of  the  north,  who  was  the  moft  abfolute  of ' 
kings,  engaged  the  young  prince  to  break  the  yoke  to 
which  his  royal  neck  was  to  be  fubmitted :  it  is  how- 
ever very  true  that  fo  far  from  giving  his  nephew  fuch 
dangerous  council,  Frederick  applauded  the  refolu* 
.«on  avowed  by  Guitavus  the  Illd,  of  governing  at^ 

F  f  3  cording 
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oarch  duf>cd  by  the  ,frwlc,  ^ir  x^  tj^yowgfpru^^  ^ 
¥«^.g9ing.«??:?fcend^^^^  -,.^    :::;  v  r  ,rji -. 

i,  H^  wha.alreac})r.4ri}ew4^^  tqt.J4c5X^e^^p  Hj%.<^ 
Pmflia  arni^  beg^^  him  of  Jus .  ^approhajtioi^ c/ivghc 
w;y  wtiU4>e  ablp^feG^^^i^fcai  the  dcfigns^f.]^^<^^ 
fiWry,  ai^sl^gain  .lb«l  qspfidencc  ,of  |hc  lciti??Wqc  J"* 
!:wUlgivie,th<$:P9Rraijtof  tUUipQ^fP  ijs ,it.i5^^wi;(.t))j 

"  Guflavus  the   Third  was  about  tivc  an^-firc^tf 
rrTffhf'vk!w?#/H5»?laip*e«^|^ingi9f>§^g^{g3/j  --. 

':l6ft.f  ?lk  |he.kirtg  of [Jfniflja,  he  !%Ti.vto.in^fit<$he- 

?f  fpirit  and  abilities. (ifJu«i,mJcfej:#<Mf,J|^  i^^^ 
•f.  bencyoknpes  og  hearti  .>>Khiqli  pi,t,ffip<^rtRjpo* 
f^rnory-Qf  ;Fr€jJcwk,^{iftlj;^  ^feiV^-fi?  ^  ,§B5^' 

"on  any  rank,  _bitt:£Ccu^%lyi^tif^,BijS^pg^ 
?'  one  he  was  .jicftiKd  tg.iwjl^^^ 
♦Sments  wprf?,juh|h»t64_>t%  *t^ti  A^  J?tffifei-teKi» 
«  education  the  moft  firiilhsd^^d.9Wjg  m^\yQ^'SB^d 
r.'^q  a  f^ooB,,wri»ifil}  w.auld  pr^lfwidy^ftn^^ufGr 

;.  *^  By  .a  graceful  and  cpnuiunduig  .o^t^,>jthe 
^*  moll  captivadag  inanner  and  infia^atingjid^^^,^ 
"  caught  the- hearts  of  thofe  w^.be|^e:^<h||i;i,,(^i;i)y,i)9i 
"public  J  by .  an  extent- of  kn,o)vledge  ;aiv^  ^e^^.ff 
''judgment,  he  ^xciKd  tlie  ,adisiracii»ir,pf  S^kf^^ 

«fiad 


•"^W^bi^lkMtahitif  o!f  biehig^iie^i'  M*  ptrfeni '  Btit 
«*'ii^iAif  of  theft  'c6i^d  as  yet'fttfiJfea  him  «f  that 
"'ig^rittis  fer  intriguCi  of  fllat  bold  and  entcrprizirig 
"  ipirit  which  have  fmcc!  diftin^fhed  him;  ndtji^ 
^''fisiiedd  hbpc  that  foch  a  genius,  'Whilft  ic  vws  cxefrted 
»*'te''^]pr6trtote'  the  particular  interefts  -t>f  the  prfhW 
•^Hvfiiy^cflfcd  it,  ftioiild  jet  ftcv«fr  loft  ffgJirbrthe 
*'fiapplfiefe  of  the  people ;  that  fiiCh  *  fpwit  fiibuM 
*fet'ttider  the  direSioft  of  ptiidWlcei^'andjiii  iti 
"  couiie  be  marked  by  a  moderatiotl  ai'i^iilbk:  asf  !t 
•J^ttre:-'  •    ■  •    •  ■■''■ 

"  Neg^e^tfbl  of  pleafures/yet  notaveffc'to  tiiiem, 
<*'^ttiA6at  being  diffipdttd,  he  taffed  the  amufementt 
•''df'thfc  court  {'and  in  th^  ihidft  (^  the  dbieft  appli- 
'*'tiuil6^tb  ftudy,  retained  all  thik  graceful  eafe  which 
*oi^iiafige^  'to  fmn<^*  !H  a  drde.  He  cidtitated  with 
»  ftkced^  die  'ai«  <:>f  goVerbihg  and  of  pkaflng ;  and 
^kriis#  ii^li6^  to'gain  the  refped,  and  iviil  upon 
**tHi?araSi6h$  iofhb  future  fubjefts. 

**'  \3tvidr  die  appearance "  of  idte  ftioft  difintereftcd 
**^pamoti!(hH  ^  a&^idoh  great  as  Ms  takntt  lay  c6a- 
**'c*di!dr  artd cbVeredVa  i«lforthc  weMkit  of  his 
•^TubjtfttsV  ■  His  3digns  upon  their  liberties  might  hive 
*'  efcaped  the  penetration  of  the  moft  fagacious," 
^"If  tJiii'bba  firithful  portrait,  it  is  not  forprizmg  that 
l^uffi^i^'t&b  Illd.  has  triumphed  orer  die  fenate  in 
ft<^ifdht!di;^hi6b^  and  ariftocracy.    And 

^t  WH^  obftadts  had  he  to  ovtrcome  1  What  de- 
t^Dtioh;^  hdd  he  to  eoi^loy  for  accoznplifliing  his  end  I 
^  ■  '  F  f  4  A  new 
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A  new  diet  was  converted-  in*  which  Ae  tWb  parties 
which  had  divided  Ac  lafty  fce^ed  thcmfelvcs  Bifhiat- 
cd  by  die  fame  fpirit  of  opjpofitioh ;  and  M.  dc  Vcf- 
gcnncsy  who  under  the  dtte  of  ambaffador,  was  conte  td ' 
contend  widi  the  minifters  of  Rnflia  and  Engfend ; 
had  gained  additional  ftrength  by  the  arrirAl  'of  a* 
miniflrer  from  Madrid;  • 

•-  The-  order  rf  die  nobles  was  attaehed  to  the  cowt ' 
ihtcreft;  but  diat  body  had  riot 'fiifficient  power  to' 
overturn  the-conftitutioh ;  neither  was  it  certain  diat 
ifts  members  had  a  defire  to  do  fo.  The  order  of* 
the  citizens  was  irritated  agaihft  the  irnate^  for  hav- 
ing laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,' diat  23i  the  greatt>fficr?* 
of  the  ftate  muft  be  held  by  noE^  only;    '  - 

It  was  greatly  for  the  king's  imertil  that  the  fenate>' 
^vhich  had  been  revived  by  his  father^  (Hoiild  con- 
tinue  to  exift :  but  if  he  had  fhewn-hiiafelf  openly  for  * 
that  body,  he  would  have  excited  the  jealoufy  of  the 
citizens :  and  if  hfc  had  favoured  the  pretcnfions  of* 
Ae  nobles,  he  would  luve  turned  againft  him  the  op- 
polite  parties :  fo  that  in  this  embarrafling  fituation " 
he   endeavoured  to'  prcferve  die  appearance  of  a* 
pcrfcft  neutrality. 

Inftead  of  accelerating  the  proceedings  of  the*  diet>' 
the  king  retJirded  all  its  operations :  wliile  he  in  fccret 
encouraged  rivalftiips  among  the  members,  he"  ap- 
peared only  as  the  conciliator  -of  their  difR;rences : 
and  this  kc  did  v.dth  fo  rtiucK-addrefs,  thir  :•  :  :\ »! 
fccmcd  to  Ipring  from  others^  imd  ;t':  /  vj  :*^     •     :iT 
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iisont.  He  r^reh  went  fo  fer  as  to  ptjpbfir  to  ^he 
rranifters  of  forci^  courts  x6  afTift  him  in  reconciiing 
the  dppoflrt  intcrefts :  and  often  afFcfted  to  aflembic 
thcnr  at  the  palace,  as  if  on'fomc  bufinefi  of  great 
impoitance,  in  order  by  that  to  ddude  his  iiibjedts  and 
alfa  thdfe  who  dufed-  their  drvifions. 

The  main  difficulty  on  which  the  diet  o6ald  not 
agree  was,  whether  they  IhouW  add  fome  articles  to 
the  covenant  which*  had  been  figncd  by  Frederick 
in  the  year  1752.  Three  of  dic't)rders  pretended 
that  as  there  had  been  many  new  laws  made  fince 
that  time,  it  was  lieceffiry  T:a  have  them  fpecified.  in 
the  tJngagement  required  from  his  majefty  at  his  co-- 
relation  :  but  die  nobles  alone infifled that  there  fhould 
not  br€!  any  change  whatever  made:  and  they  main- 
tained diat  this  was  one  of  the  points  on  which  the 
unanimous  eoViftntof  die  four  orders  of  the  ftate  was 
rciquired.  ^ 

The  king  inftead  bf  fmoothing  thefe  difficulties  re- 
ppefented  widi  an  air  of  concern  how  much  he  was  af- 
fliifted  by  them.  **  If  my  intentions  (fays  he)  were 
^'  \th  pure,  left  innocent ;  if  my  heart  were  not  filled 
"  with  the  tenderefl  regard  for  my  country,  for  its 
*•  mdependence,  its  Hbcrty,  and  its  glory,  I  might 
^*^  tranquilly  watch  the  occafion  of  taking  advantage, 
^*as  feme  of  my  predcccflTors  have  done,  of  the  dif- 
"  union  of  my  fubjefts,  to  the  injury  of  their  liberty 
^*  and  their  laws." 

What 


the  molt  aftonifhmgjdftuftilWnei?;  *ahd-th*H5ht*ii6ft 
ynyrthy  x)f  notice  is^  thftt-  nd^ing  cdntHbuced  tt^ti 
CO  the  king's  ek v2tion  tha^  the  overehmw  *df  ihe  ^p^^ 
ntoft  fevouraWe  co  him :  fo  ttucMt  is,  that  rft  pc^wA 
wc  moft  not  build  our  opinion  on  the  cifdiraffiihcii 
o£  the  -moment  f  nor  form  ^ur  e*pe6hiribhsf'  erf ''the 
fiiture  by  the  preieAt«  The  tafcHlof  per^dfnhg-afi 
the  rcfources  which  even  a  misfertiin^  ttliy^-flfibldj 
k  wliat  chara£beriies  the  abk-RegCkriaitbr;  anil  the  true 
ftatclinan.    >.  ^'"•'-  ^^-^--^v'- ^ 

:  The  pec^le -appeared  every  day  nSort  dilbonteiicid 
at  feeing  the  diet  ]^rolonged'  wkbdtH!  determiningiii^ 
riling;  and;  they  began ^  cdffcei>^^toii*eJ=fi6ft'f6if4t 
ferm  of  government  >which  *etiati^d  %if'  &-  niaay 
(hackles  the  conclufion  of  affairs.  - '  • 

The  triumphant  party^upoh^examfemg^e  pro- 
ceedings of  the  fcnate,  declared  fhftt' it  liad^abufed 
the  confidence  of  the  ftatesy  and  ftU'-te  meifa^ 
bcrs  were  •  witl«)ut  diftihilidn'  'caftiSered,-  •  '^^orttrtrjr 
to  the  advice  pi  theitiipiftcfi^  of -RuSla  and'-Engiiaiiid'^ 
who  wiihcd^  have  an  ew?dptJoA>  iii  <ky<rtir*4f''*6ifc 
ivlio  were- attache4  to  their  ii*itrcftvi  -'-  >  :  :Ju'ft  o.i^ 

Thus  was  Guftavus  the  III4.  fcarcely-reaWd-^fr^* 
throne>  ivhen  he  beheld- that  fehat€^fehr*K^»boft 
France  fo  much  intrigue  and  fo  much  money,  awj^fc? 
the  formation  of  which  p.rcdcrick  th^  lid.  Ivai  cxpoftdf 
his  crown,  dcftroyed  before  his  eyes*  -   '-•'  -'-'^ 


.  •-  w  u 


^  V 


..rlThe  expelled  and  mdigaai^r  icnatois;  pidoMcd 
^aifi?lvc$  before  the.  king,  who  by  fccming  to  dew 
p|fH^  hi&  inabUity  to  protect  theni>  attached  thcni 
^Ull,,9^N*e  :to  bi$  int^reft  $  ai^  thofe  whofc  afiedkiom 
W(f Iff ,  before  divi4ed  between  the  monarch  and  the 
C9n{li(^qQ>  now  turned  entirely  to  the  cauie  of  Gu£^ 
t^fniSirwhilCjj^h^^  i^narch^ife^r^y  enjoyed  the  hatrod 
yfJSiich  his  paiijy  bp^e  co  ithac  ^vhichi  i)ppoif d  them>  and 

ithc  dcJiwm  oC.thofe  oppofcrs.,    ....  ri^ 

-  Jn  this,ii?t;<ri;f4j.?h¥>Wog:aflanb^  a  body  of  near 
a  hundred  and  fifty  officers,  under  pretence  of  cxcaii 
cU^  nhent  m  .ii^ht^  ^laiip^uvre^i  j^^ 
<}^Kga  .to  attach  theiipk  ^10  hUJnterei^  arid  dKcover  hoxr 
l^^y]fip<^.dMlH>^4#  J^  ajSal^ilkyi  fpQn  gained  Juiti 
tt)^  affedkins.  ;md>  filled  them  with  ze^  for  hii 
cauie«  ,  :.*":.:i  .  . .  ^   •■■•.■•     >  ,  -  ^-    r.  ,\) 

,,Afn jiccid^isifts^  at;  this .cnfis  very^fa- 

YjQUfable,  ;t;o  die  piroj^&s  l  Ibrmed  by  the  king.  There 
was  a  gen; ^  Jlq^-city  :p£  o^n  in  the  kingdom^ 
v|Hch  reduced  ch$  inhab^tanf$!;(0:gr9at.difbreis4  and 
ar^jfeport  w^  qirculsitcd  amopg  the  peopk,  .that  this 
dj^t^ :  prpq^ded  fl'OiB  tb^  negligence  iof.ihe  ftatcs^ 
who  fhould  have  pn3veD4|dit  by  importing.corjv  from 
q^hcff  Cpwiuies.  /i 

f  I .  Jfi  <x>nicquencc  of .  this  opijiion>  the  kingdom:  rs^ 
echffed  with  complaints  tJirough  all  its.  provinces:! 
I^«  if  Mi:«  Sheridan  may  be  believed^  the  fiater 
were  not  to  blame ;  for  they  had  given  orders^ibr  duri 
4iftnbuting  of  com  ia  all  the  departments^  and  theic 

orders 
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orders  had  been  contradidbcd  and  fufpcndcd  by  thtf 
court.  # 

So  fcrious  an  accufation  as  this  is,  -cannot  be  ad^ 
mitted  widiout  proof,  whacevser  may  be  the  merit  of 
the  writer  who  offers  it:  but  whether  it  were  true  of 
not,  the  enemies  of  the  ftates  increafed  from  provinco 
to  province;  while  the  partizans  of  anewadmiruftm-» 
rion  increafed*  round  the  king;  who  had  the  art  of 
holding  in  pcrfe6t  feoH-ity  even  thofe  who  had  m 
opportunity  of-  obierving  himr  moft  ftridtiy* 

The  two  royal  brothers  were  at  this  time  in  the  pro- 
vinces of  Scania  or  Sehonrin,  and  Gothland,  where  they 
iiefided  under  various  pretences;  but  their  real  aiocive 
^as  that  they  might  win  the  coiifkicnce  of  the  ofEceri 

and  foldiersr.  •    * •  n  ,;  . 

The  moment  for  efFefting  the  revolution  nowprefied 

upon  thofe  who  were  concerned  $  the  king's  ihcen* 

tiens,  fccret  as'  they  were,  begain  to  be  difeovcred; 

and  the  minifters  of  the  two  courts  wWy  flood  com* 

petrtors  with  France,  being  more*  able  to  pry  into  the 

defigns  of  princes  Aan  the  members  of  the  ditti  ao- 

quainted  them  with  it;   but  its  mcmbewwere  fo  in-  ■ 

toxicated  vnth  their  fucceis,  and  placed  fuch  confidencie 

in  their  own  knowledge,  that  they  fcarcery-  denned 

to  pay  any  attention  to  what  was  communicated  to  them 

by  thofe  foreigners.  '      . 

As   the  fcheme  which  was  projefted  could  not 

Be  carried  into  efFcft  widiout  conftdbg  it  to  Ibme 

Swedilh  fubjeft  capable  of  favouring  itsjexecution', 

the  king,  after  having  aifured  himfelf  of  the  attach- 

mcnt 
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fnent  of  a  captain  who  had  die  command  of  the  fpit 
pf  Chriftianiladt,  imparted  to  him  the  defign. .  It  was 
ligreed  between  his  mgytfly^and  riiis  officer,  chat  »Uer 
f  he  latter  had  excited  the  troops  under  his  command 
to  revolt,  he  ftiould  Ihut  the  gates  of  die  fort  and  pre- 
pare to  defend  it ;  and  that  an  officer,  wiip  iaoiild 
J>retend  to  have  efcaped  from  th^ace,  fhouid  inform 
J>rinc€  Charles  of  the  jcvent,  and  make  known  to  hini 
the  neceflity  of  allembling  die  troops  immedjacely,  a^ 
if  to  ttifle  the  revolt. 

This  plan  was  exaftly  followed  5  and  the  regiments 
voluntarily  obeyed  the  king's  brod:er,  who  would  not 
irnder  any  other  circumiUnce^  have  had  a  right  to 
make  them  march.  The  news  of  this  rebellion  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  ChriiUanftadt  foon  reached 
Stockholm;  and  the  .king,  feeming  much  affedted  at 
^t,  pnt  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  city-cavalry,  who 
were  ordered  to  patrole  die  ftrects.  He  fliewed  on 
this  occafioji  the  greateft  folicitudp  for  all  the  ciuzens  ^ 
<:onciliated  die  love  of  all  the  inhabitants,  whofe  duty 
4ie  (harcd  with  them  j   and  no  officer  prefcnted  him* 

« 

felf  before  his.  majefly  without  receivii>g  fome  proofe 
of  his  affia.bility . 

The  I9di  of  Auguft,  1772,  was  the  day  on  which 
Guftavus  the  Hid  had  determined  openly  to  re- 
^conquer  die  fovereignty :  and  all  thofe  who  were 
attached  to  his  caufc,  had  direftions  to  repair  on 
the  morning  of  that  day  to  the  palace.  Before  ten 
9'dockthc  king  oiQunttd,  on  hoijfebackj  rgv^wcd  the 
:i/.::  regiment 
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rcgiirent  of  arttUciy;  and  on  his  pettitn,'th^  dctacfttf- 
mcnt   which  'was  to  moimt  guard  diat  ditybriril^ 
undfr  arms,  his  majcfty  caBcd  all  theoffi<ifcrt  into  flic  * 
gMard-room>  and  there  adidnrffed  thcrti  iri'a  fpied^^f 
Juch  eloquence  as  ftrock' thctn'with  adnilfeti6Ai*^'T!e' 
-jjMmed.to  thenv^inriie  inoftKvely  mahntff  fiie'iM-' 
happy  ftate  of  die  kingdom ;  the  fetters  in  whicfc  it 
'-ifas. h«ikii by  the  goH  orfordgn  ji(iwefe j^  "thfe'dirisfc- 
tipn^.ancjl  die,  troubles -Whieh  'had  rtfillfed  frohi'kftat" 
in&wncc  y'^  which  had  diftra6bcd  the  diet' 'ddHA^*^ 
fourteen  months*     Hetaffiittd  them  that  Kls^tti^' 
deiirc  was  to  tjcmitnatc  thcfediforders-,  to  tjaiffrti  cir- ■ 
nipdoni  and  to  renflhbltfli  t^le^liber^;■'^■HfeJi^-'' 
teftcd  to  them  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  th«t  he  VeiitmHtJed ' 
ail  abfolute  power>  or  Aac  wWch- A^-^-SWedtif^^fittf 
fivereigntyy   and  he  conchicfcd  his-  omtibft  'Witft^  thHe'* 
■words:   "  I  am  obK^  to  idcfend^nff  d#A^Bfe*rty 
^  and  riiat  of  the  kingdom  againftiihr^^iiriffifl^ri^- 
^*  i^hfch  now  dominates :   wiUiyourbe^ikithftfl  tfiT  Wic;-'^ 
*'  as  your  anccftors  were   to  Guftavus  VaiSP^mtf  ftk^- 
♦*  Guftavus  Adolphua^^:.Then/'wi^^Ivrirfk  ttiyM^lbr 
**,ypargopd<a!Ki  thc.good  of  mycopntty.^* '^>^^'  .^^o  ' 
-The  officers  whoihad  irf-genaral  uritibtei*^  tfii'* 
king's  party,  haftenied'tof^ear  fidelity  to- hirti.'^^fOrt*' 
of  them  however;  named  Ged^rftron  allbdged  M  y*^-'^ 
cufe  for  his  jiot  4oing  die;  fame,:diitihehad  bi!t*'a^ 
•f^prt  rime  before  f^rorn  fidelity  to  the  ftaws^  s^wa+hSft'^ 
he  GouW  not.  confequenifyr.takfi.  the'  oiidi  JitquiffeS- 
ly,  iijs  inajefly .     The  king  looking  Aemly  at  Wm, 

faid. 
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id,  ^'  Think  of  whU  your  are  going  to  do.  •  ^  ^  Gc- 
dcrftron  replied,-  "  I  have  thought :  and  what  T  tlunic* 
««Ito-4ajr  I-fhaB  think  to-ntorro^.    If  I  w^i* '  cSfia-.^ 
^^hkol  violating  theoSdi  by  TfMehlliave  tfHgk^e^ 
".tnyfclf  to  the^ftates,  -I  flionld  be  equdly  x^icpabAeof 
"felling  in  that  nvhieh  your  majcfty  i^cfquifes  ©offifl 
«Snwu";--  "•  ---  -  .•  ^    •■•  'v-  '  •'■  '^"  •'*"^  -"I'lf^ft 

Thc-kingdefircdhim  to  delive^r  tip  hi3  fwbki^ai^ar 
ordered  jam  to  be  arrefted;    but'  Imrrtedlateiy  aftPP,'^ 
feaxing  the  inipjicffion  iRphidh'  nflght  bb  indde  bri^Wfte^^ 
r€^,pf  .the  .e)5fficers,''bf  thc^firttHind  it^fohift?  cJ^diKt^ 
ofXederftron,  be  foftcntd  his ^  voice  ^ftdfetd^«5  K^p 
*\  As.  ai  proof-  of  imyi  coftfldeiite  ? '  arid  bf '  the"f  i>6a  - 
*^ ,Qpifiij9i3L.  I  have iipf  ff yoT3y  ^ i'^f rctiif n^  ymi  'ybiit-'lWdrclJ^' 
'^iwithq^tvinfiftingr'ohl  the:  tath;  arid!  only  r^q[(jcft^ 
•* you  ta^^llowwe  thrt  das^/^^     '      '  -^^       u  •- -^  > 
.  C^rflm^  preicrvijigfhis^icraic  firmwf^  anfw^r^"^ 
thiCjking^  that' his majcftycbuld-^^       nte  conRdW^e' 
ia  Jiin^  ^  that  he  intrcatcd  hbn  to  diljpfetife  '#Mi'* 
h^fi:r^cc;:V  ;..i:v: -:■' »    ^    -/-  -•  -^^  ^^    "■'  '     -^  " 
•(I  tbought  kmy  KliityTiot  to  onfittHtj  liifffiorit'il  kw^- * 
dote,  becaufe  anriquity  offeri  to  nothiftg  ni6i%''affe3-  ' 
ing}  and  if^  titt  laft  revoludon  of  Swed^i  (Kbtildi^ier 
b^pome  the  fubjeA  of  a  drkmadc  poem,  6yie  of  ^Re^ 
m9ft  l^tiiditd  £:enes  which  could  be  brtnightti^A 
a^thftf^re,  woiild  be  this  noble  refiftance  of  a  fimpli 
gc^lttkipwr  whb  alone  fhewed  himfelf  attached  to  hts- 
o«|^iT|Md  lAo  was  not  to  be  intimidated  by  the  tnc!^' 


^i.    Of  tht  Rev^baim  rf  Sn^^M  I'jj^ 

nice  of  a.  king^  or  fcdwced  hsyjus^appewwefc  ofyrft^l 
fdabnandxoitfidcface.  .    ;:     .  i.jv.o.i.;. 

The  gaining  over  the  lafficew  was  not  bpty^ver^Jpnc,. 
fufficient^  it  was-necQ&ry  ^Ut)  to  fecyrQ.iihe  fq^^itVhj 
.Tlic  Jfting  advaiiccd  ti^^^mKia^  thfem  sj/^nd  ^^ilAg.v 
titem:tniieariy  ti«r  faine  maius^^*M.b9d:4l9n^itbt. 
o&rets^  he  wa^^.anfwered  by  jthe  Ipudfift  acclvlM^ofHb!? 
cxQiftt.by  one  iadividKi^  ^hp  :C]ried.  oM  Jk^o^  .bMriMU 
voice  wjte  loft,  in  theigeneraiiflijqut  QJf  ^^otwiiwBf^r  b 

In  -the  mewk  .while. •fmifl4rici:;W9r«:  ^fmplffiffdq 

to  gircukte.  a  report.  liwpi«h.fha  <6it)f:dWfd^;Wpg;t 

tiwdc^  "to  thq  palax;fi  j  :^yhei«»ri^)pp  _ii5cing.hifi  .QU|q(^| , 
they  exprefled  th^irj  j^:  i)y.>r^«?ci-pjte4!  /»qclainajrionsi . 
aiyl  ihewed  fuch  a  dii|>qiit:^D,.ia..lus  f^iP9i::#S>giV4  a 
GOfrh  omen  of  full  fucceis..  .;,     , .,  ...   ,; ,  * ,  ,      ..,.. 
' ,  The  fenators  weiti  feicuredviMQpft.^  tj>c.  i^i^.Jlio-' 
mfiat,    Thefi^d  obicryed  frco}  the  ^yjjjidqw^.flf  t^vf 
Ct>uucil  chamoNcjr  all  tliat ,  had  palled  o%  thg.  {^^fA%)^r ' 
fore  (tie  palace:  j.  ai>d  curivius  to  ^  know  }^$rifif^^  ^ 
t^ :  ac$:j[aH^tipns  we;^  <^.<^ffi«idiug  jn  .piicliy  ^  W»i  ji)?  >i 
when  iJbirty  grgnadijcra  witfe  dvjijc  l;»ay(Q<iflia^i^^^^>njjt. 
titicd^p  fihern,.;^^  />  miu,  iha  g^od ^l^uxi^fi^JiiLmf^ 
jejiy  they  pGiild  j'maiu  wbefe  ibey  "iv^f^^ .  74^  j^^WL 
plained  Ioii;,Uy>  biit  the  only-aniwcr  th^jjccf^yjf^  ijja^ 

the  door  bciiig  fiiut  upon  tiicm..:    .  ^  ^--^.f,  r  vi;,  ^/; 
When  die  icact  commiii^e  «h3d  k^^i^td ^^s^ /the 

f$nate  w:}3  arailcd,  it  immediately  f6|^r^d^.^^;9^ 

M^  members  endeavoured^  provide  fo^ji^^iowij 


^    ■»     m  ^ 


Si^t    Theldii^thm  iMunttd  OBhovi^D^    anl . 
&lkW€d  by  ki8  officers,  a  lai^  bodji  of  fokHcf^tncL: 
a  great  number  of  the  inhalMtam^'mfit  to  the  otbir 
quBMcn^f  the  dty^ivhcye  ^wwt  poOtd  the  troipa 
ifiMeh  he  had  ordered  to  aAii^vdid^  ht  ibtind! 
iyitty>'A<pofed  to  4!ntbf«:e  fabcadt*  and reoeiirtd'? 
chiir  oidttf  of  fMeMt^i   iAi  the  kingi'^Mit  along  he^ 
MMMrtedaotht  i^opfe  iliithtftaim 
ci#defiMytfi%9^«f  ftvlisp^cou^        md  dM  if  dto^ 
pM|i6  «Mefe  liot^iUbig^M  give^him  ihieircoiiddeat 
tef  iMidd  rtfigiT  hk  ibeiptrii,  Md  abdicate  die  thmnac' 
hdi  16 '6ttir^^hk it  ^  Mmbi^^ 
jfridi  Mm  wiA  tears  ikflhel^         and  ibme  of  them 
even  on  their  kneea^  not  to  abandon  theni^ 
"lMMd'nol«dd/<kachfe'llii^^  dif- 

pelkA  €0  yield  to  their  Ufgeftt  ^entreafiea ;  and  faH|iP 
thanm  hour  he  ^as  miSbtfc  «if  aU  die  <n|itaiy  foreci  of 
Sttkrkholrti^  after  whidi  powder  and  battivere  d'^ri^ 
buted  to  the  foldiers;  and  many  pkceiof  cannon 
wtore  dn!wil  froth  die  arfenal  and  mounted  at  tho  pa^' 
la^>  Wid  on  di6  bridg^^  ahd  In  many  odier  pattt  of 
fiittkfi  bifrparticidarly  at  die  avenues  leading  to  Ir^ 
where  feldiers  ivtre  ptkced  ifvidi  thetrmatchek  M^Med# 
AD  commtinicadon  from  without  was  at  the  futi^ 
tlllM(  A6pt  I  and  no  peribn  was  penmttid  to  t^ve 
tiie  cky  without  a  pafl^xM. 

A  *d«dafadon  itdfn  the  kbig  witt  polled  up  b 
evtiyftttt,bywMchhfa  mildly  eshMfediOltdsAhii^ 
fid  fid)ieas,  tiid  «ll  Oir'hdiM 
•'^^t.  I  Gg  fycc^ 


i^      Of  ike  Rrikktim^  ^  Smii»M  'i7T%^ 

Sfirt^v\9XiA  cftjbined'thcm  tocQb^r  widim  dieirliaufeif . 
iaSi  ktep;tInr.dD€n:fliiiii  :v%/:  .      :  - .  no 

flCBi^ljmdyittkDdiaCQf  Stidbnpank^vhkh  lay^^wiiJM 

^uiitDns  aadt'jtkr  bHiunfiiidig/ioffiotrt  whoir  iw 
aoiohNi  to:thftiibi»tt^i«wocdetod  to  npair  Jo^Bdcfr- 

if^  Aueh  nxn^fioali^'saiheik^  fauLvled d&.pt** 
cauckxl  of  not  fuScring  any  peifon  |o  go  out.of  tkhe 
dtjTf  Md  jte4)(dns .hsiiig^  oopmcffipuri  bjf  itele- 
acm*jr  of^  Alte^  the  tR^bpuMueqlcspt^^  ignonistt.  jof 
'D(rfaachadpificd:tharb4iti..:a  x-^t^ig^j  ..  ..;.--'  ;..•  u7 
-'iBefidei-th^,  fcaoton^^vkQ  sitmjdrfiiiiied  ii|  iefmsiB 
i^llHbefttt  of  che^pikn^gcticiidi^^^  andjoaogr 
mhitn  of  die*:paitf^.triiiQhiiivtt:ia4»i^^ 
^vef^  pucunderiaireft  without  dULkaft  HS&anftmkom 
ttijrof  them^^-.-  i--  nv^.  o;.j[  .v:  ..t/j  ■.-■  .■  to  ^r.nfcUf-* 
-r-The  partimtu  of  the  iung  tbectme  ib innahesoum 
^hlatiiio  pefibn  wiufr.fefn  ift;tbft  Areetmtlmitim.i^te. 
MndkeMhief  ticdwund'  kis  iUin;  io:iaM|tttonuoE  1^ 
AtjcAy;  4(d^o«c  the  coanscmcim nt  of  die  €nttr|^ii& 
Md.giv^n  the  eumple.  •  V  i. .  .  './•''  v'  ^-^"^•'i^ 
t-~*The  'king  {Mi&ddie.^  sight  in>  tfking  Jwpmpad 
through  the  city,  where  the  tMop^fiwmainediindciynm 
'/md  tht^qexc  d$iy  inany  thou^vids  of  the  inhahi|»iir% 
i^mbkd.t64nkf  the  oaiii.wfaicivliadbeeitc^^^ 


^  •  M(h4A  the  Jungxunr  injthe  £ront  x£ tbis  JiHiUfaaije 
a  |>rofotisid  fiknce  was  obfervetL.  His  majdl^  W|s 
OQ:  horieback  with  his  iword  idrawoiii  hiaiumdw. .  lie 
lidpraiifed  tawanb  thexUt  atid  dc^^^  his  Jbt^ 

«idwapto:give.  trafiqiiillicy.  to  his  conotty,;:  tD^abQli& 
ifacmaftocnQc  £vn[i:ef^^vMtmKUi|r«iuul  mrcfloxi^ 
i^  dj|cicnt<S9«cdifhJbbcfftjr.^  V  ^  c«|K>iiiu;e  (contiiiiii;d 
^f^liei)  an  :idea  of  xhat^abhpiTqdL;ido4wtiim  «faioh:» 
i^^callad' Jbvcreignqr  :i:  and  I  j^akp^my-  §ivaeeft  gloiiy 
^  cpnfift  k  bciiig  the  £ift;cttt?ipa  io£:ft)pcopioi  tndf 

iiWdtttijBtf  kii^  fpeak  the,  S^padifh.  lyiginney»  iJifioBcd 
to.  him  widi  a  degree  of  adiniparion  JMtHfal  V>  jfuch 
luoradgf: ;.  aad  od^cotiwemipced  hiqtl^:  lh«f  ;9ccla« 
fnadoiui.  HU'lmjd^  dim  read  ^^^ 
inade  » Jus  peojrieiffl^  irhich  thfyv^ecc  tpr  lake 
w  him>  and  heiaid&  trcre  aftecward^r.iiui^into.aU 
quarters  of  the  city,  to  proclaim  an  afloiobly  of  t<^ 
ftaces  for'  the  next  day^  and  tx»  threatsD  t<^,  meiQber 
vbat  ftookldare  tor  abfeot  hioifelfyi  wtth  being  j«r 
^ardedand  pimiihed  as  a  traitM  to  his.  x:biuntqr* , 
y^iTbs  next  day  a  detachment  cfguardu  n^vMi 
orders  to  occupy  the  chamber  where  the  nobles  flP 
icBUed;.  the  palace  was  mvefted  orf  $41  fides  widi 
^oopaf  ^.oannoa  were*  mounted  in  thp  court  which 
fiKVd'ifac  hall  whesc  the..ftatca  w^te  to  meet>  and 
1^  .4iil&rantsaiders.  were  mn  permijojed  to  proceed 
to  thefr  re%e&ive  c^mbecsi  p&  «p  ^nunw  ^^ijdi  thipir 
Ht.  ^i  Gg  i    '  ^'  ipcakers 


•4.  -i- 


ihgratkode  whkh  heYvcnved  in  reeonhr  tetisfi^ 
\6n'-dieidAit^  tfiTf  iMd  drAwifo^xNtiheaifthesfby^ir 

Nd^H'dh  ^i^'l«]prf  toihii;>i^^ 

>  'His  irA}^ xHt^'tfdettA'^  iScicam^ib^iDftd]^ 

^'  Mr.  Sheridan  in  his  Hiftory  0f  iat -MStmiaiaA 
'■  reports  only  (ow  of  th'eft  atticks;  trikkii  thc^iifiL'Hiit 
T^fl^cient  Tor  ^JcjoUttiiAg  idl  the^tfMcis,  tnd  fffiri^Uft 
idea  of  the  prelcnt  conftttutbn  of  Swedttt^  fe^>l^ibp* 
^Ver  was  to  judge  of  It  f  otti  the  knalyfift  he  |^  «r 
them,  would  be  led  into  an  eitofr 

It 


^  ii<  lUwbUm  iff  Sweden 


^  ■  9 


•  U  »  yery  true  dut  by  ihe  ^8,tli  ftmde,  the  ku[ig 
«l|pW  shaft.  ^eriglitlTQl'  .<»}i|iv9{M<«rJi4;lN^  iHlMfr 
«Miiio(»  as  Mr.  Sheridan  tells  us»  feparate  ^m  4(;|ii9% 

VNfVfe  d)e^46tfa'»tialeil99flrfK>  lIvm^^iMi  fo"- 
ifiiglr  milt  A  ifliftinS^  <k9Mlif>«.«t|^J^ieAm^:l^ 

'^ibp^dtfiadwr;--    f;  (r>viv>vi -iff  .M.iuj   .>;■•!::•  5 t.i;.|rii 

<*  «s  feoo  as  tbe  fintbSbi^MM.  m  c«^  tj^  efiaiM 

V'i#y(]liA^tivarocteK«ftieJcM&n«ni^ 

t*»r,  wi^|iout  the  covktitim^^ifBS^silf^ffi.^ 

'  WMft*<NiBrwyaee:  of  Jiiwt  aafek  t  lor^^^wiir  in  «i^f^ 
he  is  DOW  4fcngagcd  ^ntb  Ruffia,  irw><|(;$J9|f4  Fif>WC 
«iift^0«<ifiM«  «f  Che  ftaR9»  SMd  nwy.iWQiiffn.f^  the 
^iinaiF^ha**  been  fiane  dqiRiwl  of.  jjieir  Jibeiigr  and 
lhjpttfgBki»«,ibriyqatftk^n^       iiftinfta^ 

'■•■*.     '•i.       l  ■  -      '■  ■  -     •  * 


', 


.  • 


454 "     Of  the  K/vilaii^H  ^  ^'im  in  if Y*'i'  ■ 

•  '■feut'fo  rcftirn  fb''tI«!'''pr3fc>'Mih^''in  Ae  ftiwtei- 
Wlieh  tfic' arriM^is  ^iffm^ritir  ^^Hii-hf  gov«»hJMitf  ' 
hadbeeri  rdli^^'th^'lclhg'tldrRihdM  oT-themt^  If  Uwjr;' 
ap^irdSH-i!  theitl/"'1t  ^uftnBe«b'-ftfgb<M)»<hM4tilMfr 
mohifentwiieri  tK*  tnoh{WVj^FHWs<iii«lS6rf»td3dMI'i 
diet' he '^'S  (hrro^dtd  V^MltetrigttiiiTfifi'  tHHt'CttH 

bftRehan  '^Hl^^f  llfao^  W^*&fl»M^M't  '-aAd  tMt- 
if'H^as"  likeWife '  MivtihdiSi  ^*m  foMl^rs  who-  vumil 
to'^fWcar  fidclitj^  td^UftffVtis :  •a!>'th<:tord*l*HBf  «aM*i 
anfwered  him  wi  A  acclamations. -'•■-   •  '«';  >  ■  v-nortK. 
'  One  hngli  rirtcmfier  of  the  Sifderof  fiAbte^had  howw- 
evVr  thV  fortitude  tS  riff;  aha  'prtfj^'  Uftdring!'<tbr 
contributions  to  a  cerfaim'tifert*fte^i^of<jr^i«'rk«JAB'^' 
jharthsl  of  Ac  icMet  fefiaM  ^iSflStms  •'MbtSMi  l)e 
"  debated  whh(JUtthel:oniftrttifif<l*1rthg^*>li*«jipmfled; 
liis  dcfire  that  the  nobles  would  place  the  ianw  coni-i 
fidehce  ih  hfs  pat^rmS  dai^'  ii^'the  Mher^onien'^did, 
who  had  not  prop6icd  iiich  a  TftnififtkyiW-'-  ?     v  Jibt;  •  •■- 
'  [  The  frtiHhat  i[Jf  the  diet,  "^d  Ac  %ake>fe  vfi-die: 
thi-ee  ordeitt  v^6'  f^ow  tliii^  of  th«i  noUcs/'^figiidd 
^Vfbn^of  ^^niimeiit  whichVhe^rciiMi  sMmftaoadir 


and't^e  fbtes'took  tht  oath  whidi  -vnar'idi&ued  t^ 


'■<'•';! 


them  byhismaj^fty.'"  ''"'•  'i"^  tt-  m;  -r-v  -i 
'  '  Shall  r  venture  to  iffentfon  iSait  eerembnyfwhidi  itr- 
'ininated  this  extraopdirmy  fceiiftl  fflwlH. •hot' de- 
grade a  mdnaitrh,  who  -fdr  fhrtie  days'hdl^flibwli 
hmifclf  under  the  charafter  of  a  hero  to  all  hisxiqik 
.  '■  .■:•,.«.        ......:  .:tol^ 


■  • .  ..  .  . 


iMiftiJMt/iafglfBd^  tine  490^  tf^vulmeanx  pf,  «?|>pyjl^f 
aadrant^  ia  the  midft  o^;>dw  ,ir«^cfi»j»tiycs^,oif^  .1^^ 


•T«fid|r>*ch9fld4)y>»*J4:|*(^?#wUj5^;:r ,  y  ^  -,  .  •.. /;j 


--jrry      '1^-:  T-  >       "'t  •-.-»» 


l*dteio£Sw«dc;Hr^^M^^^  ji^  ^1^  the  .pro4 

\t>'Eteffiaat#fii9h«jia4UQC^  s|udM  ^e  oitUi^ 
of  fidelitfy  tnd<«|ffi9fr4^P4iK)rapD^  .at  libcr^r  j 
and  d»  i»i%  npt  ^I7,.vriini««r4c4fl^^  jippes 

2iUldwlfe.;lvhc^hadieQ^^  but  iHewe^, 

btmfitfiMfak  Mdt;«erpwitPV9UYU  (^  been 

tte  inoft>iid'«c8fe  «).  ri(  >.  :  jjiif  jcvf  lu^etain^  n^y  of 
them  in  very  in^Hniant  empto]rmflDM;» ..  : . 
^AftfBaknm  k^sreiiv  tliQfeipbil9fi^pher^.:ifho.y^ 
io*dcvelope:diir^  chaadm^of  inenfLis  to  be  fewd  in 
4»Mnii4;ues  «f  the  marflial  xif  the.  diet,  who  a^ 
airipeaker  (Do4he<  order  of.  iiobka4  ai^.in  thpfe  of 
|)ie  three  other  ordexji  i  wheathe  kini^  intakingkave 
'   T  G  g  4  of 


'  '^"^^ttiy  j{)ttBf  lad  bee»>,wwit|>.<if twIOjija') 

jH»a  to  ^M^^4i^^cfi.y»ic9<mi»fi*m'''' 

their  auijiohcyi  whicW  ^{J£«d^^9l  j^MMH  M 

come  dieir  ibvereig^,.  and  t^fttfyisg  ifhm  rfle^lkft 
and  their  gradtudc  KvotUx  him,!^ ,)  ^  r^/nix';  •yri^  1 
«  Happy  are  the  people  of  ,Sff«^"^<«tel««BOl 
tlie  fpeaker  of  the  dcrgyi  '^  to^IipU.j)K>)nar<ai^ 
'('jeily  ihe  inHnimentemployinib^-ki^ntit-tp  Kdeaifa 
^  Swediih  libertt  froip  all  which  *atdf)  ,(ippi^<ad 
«''  degrade  iu  Wappy  are  tbe  ftaaes  off.-£wedoirvtai 
<<  are  aMe,  Mwitfiili^iirtiiigtla  tliweb  »/ttti  jmi 
'<<  of  lie  ioiig,^  u  nvdi  |lrlnf^j^^!■<»ll^l^^^  Ukaqtw 
'  *':<^M„<S^M^i^^'nlf^i^  ...J.O.-UIJ 

ir ■''« 


king,  ■■  This  tltUMfatOtlHbMhitlitiiiaitui' 

Wdiimdna'^SMa*  Ml  iUt||<ferdi  faeliiM^ 

.ftirt'tiwli  l'i«W«)ieai^  '''^MMtte  Ildtot<i3i& 

.   oOVi^tllMitn  UIU  loUlMIUUU  U  (JMLIUUKUU  ■ 

-  The  Ipcakffr  of  dw  peafants,  whofe  difcourfe  Cl»- 
itained  « *«ft  ©rtcMnr,  cxprefltd  liimftif  thus :  :*<  At 
•»*«Jib  eMag  of*<)iiSi1(r  long  u  It  has  proved  hipw 
•«iioJtbe-cO«eTHfloH',^fte'ordcr  of  peafants  approidi 
,  "^  the  thwn^to  acknowledge  with  the  moft  prtw^nil 
v*'rofpeft,  that  the  kingdom,  upon  the  brink  of 'ife- 

iiHtraA(M,m«>M  IJkrWKUairte'tliji'i&laiid  B'dis 

y-i'tTfU'ltatipMikmM  &«%  tnndial'tfdietlici 

''■MMB(i«»ilf.t«i^iijiM'pMiaiai>ai<«rs$i7 
I  gm  emfts  frenfflit  )j«Hai».aril&'sik<^ii|)idc* 

aaMtf  wAMW  MdKiiri  'ttiit  ihe^  delij^  u  ei- 
iWimyiiiil't  MifW 'iUpng;:  tamiliilMSDK-mir 
iriaBlr-vMftJeMetf  tbdr'oMrtttadoiii  Initdw 
rmtm^^yidaftftifiM'IMir^lUgivptai  in- 

■  -tiT  and 


tH  itbo'^MAfiy  >  oft  dA»rrvf>iMMt  V  tnd^M^f  4MMm 
nfttvf iw tnmnwKkVti  UfcyicAaMd 4ik;aNMliirief'i 

trtaj' tdaiiaMi  ^AMttiiilM  ifktt0cv)k«#!>»0ettHr(«|r^iiili 

Guftlvus  co«(iiliMed»tlriGr«wiblttni«!^^ 
likfiMtBttvifcut  iir'MMtfit..li()*aillle«rilik'i«bi»'iglc^ 

itfktU  tarn  9iMmt».4mu^lMt^'i£^mii^t:^tii0imi-^' 
doft,  efbblifbed  byfbMe;  ftMcribciii'  il$r>AleM»s  HKd^' 

of  ihlw.riiiMi  II  >^i>oiiMtfWdl'|tf 'M^itwrttililfcjifcyfiliiirfj 
(UB%  siMnyctt^  nuBUiiwfluPiuy^gnyf  ii0itti»«WKiifiinv^ 
oftpFQteaing:tbe  moft  feit>tftil  of AlsfliilijIiiHirtPiflteiJP 
UoMieniMro  >  pamcs  «^h  he^Aulid  iMiMlln  l^tfMfaei 
or '^/ccwoliate  {   niBtig'hiMd(]m-u\W^tumt^wa4l0t 

».'.*'•'  •  •  ■•i  over 


gral^  the  kg^flative  and  .oxeputtve  paiten^^i^aAA/io 

biMiilMtom^a  that:  lie  ikpiiiiMiknoiAJiow. 69^10^^ 
ti»^tithfi:MlbeaMm^dia^  ^.^itoalofofm!? 

the^ffiN^Ofl^ipCittsiGil^lDiftfii^  afsfvUraqcoiof  cfiSrb 
h}pilkyi,idiimi9(  !chieaff&l'ireQdy»ai9r(^  firtebgii 
to  ^aluifapfUt-io.lliMrn^fita^  ^rinhiuy 

was^^  not  fviS^ff^wiU'^ii^^ 

tim»  y^^tim  v&»Ajkmk  Aibfiftsdi  iM|g  dia  cuo:  r 
Taft  reigns  i  tnd  Guftnyw  brou^  thb  aboo^by  ^ rQi{& 
t«i^£)iQg;'thc^diflS:nti»na  «vd^Qhc|M)c«iil«d  biMMor  twon 
p(yW€fful;&Aiot».  f  Th«  pMt]i^ii)hichimtt:.iaoflL^ 
preffedyhe  always  tookok(7CUMi:MiidirJ^^ 
a»diMt>Mpdrawf<»>«h«Ji^^  frMa 

tb^ctCMiiMf a  ;i)Cvihci^  adroitiuiefiiicm  sntvcatini  kfb 

iaiber<i|Mii^might  iftitt.^ 

;»,/o  bufineisy 


RewbuUn 


•  V 


'1      -■■-.*  -i  :  -^- ;  i ;''  ■ 


Imfindsj  in  order  16  draw  thttm 
inesns  is,  unfiutunai^ly^  but  coo  well  knownj  an4  top 
deen  prated;  k  u  the  makuig  them  experience 
fhe-want  of  chat  article  of  provUioil  which  is  oF  ^ 
otJKrs  the.  moft  neceflary.  Hf  .Hm  abamiiubte  tft 
^  multiciide  are  alwajrs  ^  be  cxaciKLto  fbirfj  whidf 
raiders  chem  btind  m  their  re(eiitmenC| 
V^Qge^ce.  When  die .  pep]^  are  dnis  BffiafKiiKl 
ilQw  unfortunate  U.  the  cobd^^ 
^cy  are  all  a^cuied*  chey  m^  pcrfecutedy  witKdiit 
^sainuiatioD,  apd  ^fkhouc  ddtuiction ;  and  are  xtonIP 
ifered  as  refponfible  for  the  accidents  of  Mtiirt •  ^  ^6 
'^  direft  duog^  to  ftich  a  mahiier  tfiat  wc  nia/live  (nj 
**  die  peoi^e  to  tlieir  admudlh-acdrs)  ftiovld  li^'  fiifuf 
^  firft  carcj  as  it  your  principal  dfityt  behol^  we'dit 
^  of  fiimine,  dierefbrer  you  are  cul|iab|is/^ '  i^Kii  tia^ 
ibnin^  howorer  vagbe  It  may  sppear^ »  n^lSeftbu^ 
oftrudu-     '       ..    •         •     ■''^'^'  ^'—- 

■  ■  ■  ■       f  ■ 

'    Sweden  experienced  a  deaith;  and  tte'lHift  We^ 
chod  the  iUtes  could  purfue  was  to  purcKalfe  cibrn 
ipid  caufe  it  to  be  diftriblMed'  duough^iitf  tHe  |Mti.- 
Winces:  but  if  thefe  fuppties  weile'^c^^^ 
equal  diftfibuQon  of  diedi  waa  prevedl^if  fiy  to 
tX  fecret  iamgues,  then  the  )pmiivknt^i^^it 
(lates  muft  be  rendered  incffeduals  arid  lAfiirrtJf)^^ 
coafequendy  enfiie..   The  left  audi6ilt$r  thib'']^ 
had  in  the  govemaEkeac;  the  nu>ie  ieb^ 'Wai  lib 
from  having  the  murmuxi  and  icpi6u3tM'fif;ttfc 
peopkdtttt&odagatsithira}  fcraQ^thckiM^^ 


Of  the  Revolution  rf  SwiJiu  in  1772.-     4^! 

«U  their  hatred  ftiU  fall  oii  thofe  in  power :  and  if 
the  king  (hewed  ever  Co  little  concerp  for  the  diT* 
cre/Ies  cf  the  pec^lc,  his  cmiflaries  fpoke.  of  him  ii^ 
i^ing  (deeply  affifled  at  not  being  able  to  afiphll 
relief  to  his  dear  fubje£ts  1  and  thus  they  excited  a 
defire  of  invefting  hiai  with  an  authority  of  which  hii 
wo^Id.  make  &  much  better  i^fe. 

But.  It  was.noc.  fuJSkient  to  give  the  ienciriWs  <£ 
t)io^  With  whom  the  public  poVcr  was  depodtej*. 
2fk  oppoituaity  of  dire^g  die  refentment  of  t&ft 
people  agaiiift  them  y  there.  cySfij^  an  armed. ib'r<te 
«b^h  had  fworn  fiqelity  to  the  prde^  of  i;he:  fkag/ciff 
who  were  paid  by  thenf  >  An4,on  VhoM  preferment 
was  conferred  b^  their  Influence  only :  thelfc  were 
alfo  to  be  tampered  with,  and  perfuaded  to  renounce 
tiicir  qa^hs,  lHo^'  was  this  important  poipt  to  be 
attained  ?  The  prihce  could  only  accompliih  it  by 
GpncU^ting  the  affe&ions  of  the  officers,  and  making 
Ium(e|f  popular  with  die  foldiers,  by  appearing  fre^ 
Queiitiy  among  them,  by  marching  fometimes  aC 
^(hcir  heady  (hewing  them  In,tTieir.  king  a  general, 
and  in  giving  diem .  eveiy  poilible  encouragement 
.Unibrti(nate}y  however  there  was  no  war  exifting  ^ 
ajnd  it  was  not  eafy  to  aflemblc'  the  army  in  order 
.tp.  .excite  thqr  zeal-  Here  then  it  was  neceflary 
10  apply  (0  a  new  artifice ;  to  feign  internal  trouble, 
p(p4uce  ^  appearance  of  an  infurredion,  and  make 
A.fliQW.  pfdangDcri  which  would  furni(h  anexculc 
4ot  calfing  troops  together.     But  who  could  be 

«    ■ 

truftcd 


4^      Of  ihe  Remimkn  if  St^dakf^^  i774> ' 
imftcd  tx> -pky  the^drt  of  a  KiKiikfiF  ^  tWhcre^  (^Qqi4 

ifig  <Ki*roft  the  danger !oflofiag  bb^lifoftm  ^{c^ShHA- 
Mf:ierye.^e  :ambition  of^a  kiiig  iriAK>utatidioi9(E^ 
and  who  could  npte?e&  favo  thf  ciMiMhifif^fqilLs^: 

ivlioy  yn4er  pretcpce  ^,  %pf»W  ^■*eu[^^1wM4 

ftate  of.^a^imv^-, :  To  ^cM^pli^idu^itTwai.  wpsiii 
6ry  to  find  out «  eomittj^fliderrpf  jfosoc  .^]^A|pQi|f|iqL 
who  .wti9^4tfcwc^i>e4:'w.i4  goyeiBtnien&f  (Hid  wliofe 

irfit«^:pri(je  jchpitlHed  ^^  defin  ^  r^fiHgoiaf e«,  >^JIr 

«r  odier  ii»f  nMatK4)9>  .>«r!>i9^  in^ii^;  jfcffOJti^'tKi  Jt^ 
aaifr  him  to  grca*  |><)ywfe.j,,M'rdhefe^ffipii»  (mr 
cyrrtd  in  ftirpur  of {-CM^i  to*™!  *^  feM«^#  wstt 
howco  em|^  themattlbavby Jiieir  a45ibnqr,.li«^ 
^cd  die  fenate  odiottj- an4  she  diet  cimi|i^nijB^^^ 
animated  the  people  to'  take  part  in  his  oujii^.^^Kl 
iHin  over  die  mUimY^dHCp  ta(hi«.iMc;^A^rt,:i  «^,;  p    . 
«  J  Audi  now  withdraw  inya^^QCi^n.^^     ^^i^vi^llK 
and  dir^  ifi  for  a  iitOfnefit-to  F^anK^iiq^}^^,^ 

judge^of  the  df«ret  ijf  pQffibiUtj».ich^ 
hJringSng  tibout  fuch  a  revolution ^iii^  ^}f^Ji^fW^o^ 
^ouBCryi'  as  we  have  fccn  take  place ig}i^cfp^p9f,,,, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  a  niuldtudc  of  >  workmen 
and  ^  oickiem :  muft  fuffei^  ^whcn  ^cmMMffttiia*; 
gi|Mie»/*aAd  there  k  a  ^rcity  of  momkf  i»hiai^ititA» 
foflferings,  diis  languor^  and  diis  fc^fldtf ,  MMfk^T^MI' 

originated 


btor  it  i»  MM' tb'te  ft^^-thfct  tli«  e<dig;MeifM 
pm^'^^&p&lflt  mill  tniputt^  td  dldr  prer<^>¥(4i 

pmHioe^  H'-ife^tif  from  IMpdfti^^  t$tea(ingV)i«fliiftl«ie« 
iUhitibn;  will  l)« -fltF'fhSW'^dbkimlg^^ 

-<Ttiie^ftkli<ii'-«i««»ift''%}ik''hi(f  been 

fl^am«f^'>yiKftifHh«iM!S'p  ti>  ^^K^m'%M  ^MjiM^dliiBf 

VikHir.i'ir'lK^^ifrAi^ll'  ffidUM  kiM'beeti-eoffdfJMinf 
iMile««K|frRtei<Whift^ligh(>:Wv<a  jfit  had<><!«li  {n.Ktft 
liilf cK}iii#tiieiil^%tH%ot  AMft  «|gifHift  « tegiflitite  p«mtP 
(6  ^ftiih'  hi^'d^k^  si  ^f!AeKbrii^»  bf  •  ptinfftwietit,  •  M 

Ms-vaJowr.  •■■^■'       ''  .  .•  ■■ -.'jr.TuTt 

The  cidzehii^ht^fittrll^tfrlUB^aifeoy  bfhii 
ihSmfi  mm^'ptiApiitt^  ifm^ptove^tdi^  an 
AhiiMl^'  !«#'; '  #bl'4k;  ib  weft  zestlonu  deftttd«r# 
in^^iits  ^QiSri^klni  '«rho  k  dalingeiwugif  <to  Mctnipt 

are^te'^tilftoAtfms6fdi«  iMbiHtjr,  attdtheickrgf) 

jl"    J  I  >J  i«  ,  1/      ■.•,*»■  '  •  •<  ^   "'T     -1  ■ 

t  .       I ,  /-.  .      rf       .       •  .^i»i  # :    J 

.-<>^riiijtmili  Iff  Atkw  llgM«u«!(avdifAf«rii  «w  Ijrb 


but  he  trill  find  tJM  itliii«  jj  ftm^iir  ^  ArjUii- 
part  of  the  noliakip  Ml  iwidMrfiMdal  i^^ 
yfdk  linded  efta»»  i  (Md  if  iMb  bi««  bten  dcfAmil, 
of  thrir  tvivikges^  they  art  limply  ^»B»twrnfritd4y^ 
the  feppfdBon  of  wh<c  ^tm  fc  nimjiiitty  diflrihertd  i 
andif  ofeiMehsmdtkey  bihold  lilie  fUMi'^ll^ 
lo cbeiftev^  dwypm^eive  ^  liMOiiMH' ti^^ 
of  V\f^  dmiSSm  dHbcfld  «quiilf  «ft  tht  tew 

In  regftfd  to  the  deigjr»  they  afford  ftiU  Ms  pMii 
«life'df«0fbinciieii»th«^pn^^^  HMgmiter 

l^iof  thiB  itiilida  of  dni  thwth  «we  tdoc«d'unde» 

laborious  mukitode^  in ;  eukivttliig  ihc  ^^ebe  com^ 
fhilipd  to  dieir  tmrtf  -oolJkfSM  iwithing  fer  thwiH 
ftlyn  but  paSflt  and  hMniliatkm  %  miiSk  fiMir  4if« 
dainftil  OTtrieers  paflfed  omt  the  field  totmtt  the 
labottrera  widi  infuItA  and  bear  feway  the  peodvce  of 
the  hanrcfL 

.  One  part  of  this  milkia  pitftmed-ilM^  iniepic* 
ture  of  .^r/Sr>  (vaffids  or  bondmett  i)  far-ihe  ft  adit 
fyftem  AMifted  in  all  its  foree  aonong'diMMdf  of 
inen>  and  there  never  was  a  wider  diftaooe-bitMieMi 
a  lofd  paramoot,  snd  the  ioweft  of  \m  taAI«>-  4uui 
between  a  high  digmtary  of  the  church*  ud  a  beg* 
gtng  friar. 

A  greatpart  of  the  members  of  diitpO«wtoe«f« 
poration  find  riiemielrirs  ietfr4^  (hyM*  bofid^e^-bf 
the  confHtution  which  deftroys  tlds  IttftAi^^fitiH 

rtoo^r^nng 


I 

attoAiir^Mitbvfctfx^  Uom- ^Auae  c€  bqggiirjr  by  ^ 
rawecrnii^theif  .6te49l»s.  «a4  if  ^  rich  k^  the:^ 
Jkftii/fidfia  «f 'lU«».;tbe.{io«r  aoquirc;  the  nic^^i^ 
^iMdtt befon. tkey  vfimedf .  .  ;  >> 

ttwttd  :fmQi)githcii<:lergy  wJU  )>e.foiui0  rn^)»  infe{ior^ 
revoludonifb;  jMUiv«)ip^!i;fL'"a«4.  ^inii»f.  .^Piif¥M|i 

Hrhichv  jEberf.'i  once  vnwsc  fin?  j^beiil  ^siftsno^  more^ 
Xbcy  W€irCT^  laoi^'r^ppofcd  co  9tt»rrfiat  j  but  tbaf, 
UN»nc  ia  !Q»meKed:iiKQi^  .ftr^a^pn^  which  fc^cel]^. 
biithegui:i»e;£uid  ovtfi' :  w^^kh  u,  traiiquiUy  flowju.  > 
^«  Let  the  coiuiter  fcvolutipniib  compare  this  wcik^ 
liffs  of  their  p0ftf^xotth^4^e^Clve  forcc>  that  nation* 
al  fpirit,  that  love  of  liberty,  and  that  warlike  enthu- 
li^ipi^whiclHingaipos^^  hps^rtSi  an4  they:  will  perceive 
ibM  tf  w#uJ(d|  t|&  tki^tmxis  of  imdaefs  to^ittcmpc  a 
lif ^^IrIiiqoiI  ffv)^  p^^  momenty  as  iris'the  exccfi 
4rf:Wljrtofcjri; 

r.jSutii^hitt' cannot  happen  in  one  reign  may  in  aiiq- 
^1^*^  3¥i  ^hc^e  found  the  late  £orm  of  gQvenuneist 
prevail  peaceably  in  Sweden  under  two  kings^-and  wc 
^ln^jbe^by  what  means  a  new  ^m  was  occsUioned» 
^l^et.l^.  French  profit  by  the  faults  of  other  people, 
.  ^^(hey<  fn^Y  not  be  expofed  to  fimilar  c^nfeq^eiurcy* 
qn*?f*fr?J?  H  h  Famine 


^6       Of  fbe  Rti^ticn  ,rfSwi4m  {n.  1 771^ 

FamiiK  is  apowerlful  m^zn%  of.brjpgiog  alyytj^ 
revolution*.  Let  them  encourage  agriculture^  ao^ 
keep  the  magazines  in.  eagh  department  always  igi^ 
to  fecure  them  from  this  cahmity*  ...  -    .^  -* 

The  day-olabourer  and  jiie  artizan,  who  have-  no^liwg 
in  referve^  PPproperty»  and  no  ceconomyj^.  ibon  fo^ 

^  The  cpndufbrs  of  the  French  rer^ludo^  citfi  bear  ^^fiunons 

■  -  -       *  ,     .  ■  ■      ,  ■  ■         vV,      .^j  K 

tb  this  troth.  A  dearth  of  corini^  fiud  to  proceed  from  the  failnre  of 
tM  harreft  in  ibme  parts  of  Prance,  provied  In  their  hinds  ah  engine 
ofirreiftihk  ibrctt  when  disoaed  againft  the  ikbfk  of  gorenmc^ 
Ntf  wuitkAoffeAiinliaovenmiqg^  ihAa|;k,j[ipo»^^ 

ainiiuitioni  it  appeared  in  ihc  ecdc^aftical  xopiiiuttec^A.jlliit  {Mft 
pomona  of  the  debt  wUdi  was  made  one  caofe  of.  a^cnfatipn  aniji^ 
that  body,  had  been  contra^&d  by  purchafing  com  to  fupplj  the 
neeeffides  of  die  people :  the  arcfabiflibi^'  tf  Pant  liad  1>orrdfv^ 
600,000  livres  for  this  hamafie  p^rptfei' the  iithbiftop  of  jftofek 
nearly  as  large  a  fiim»  and  Biaiiy«otherS'bfldtdnaibated.{iR)pori 
tumabljr,  ..-    ;  -■  .  .  •:  -    -.•*  '    :..  '.^ 

How  far  this  (carcity  was  4. natural  calan9ity,.and  how  hjt  itwif 
intreafed  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  fadion,  the  limit  of  a  pote^mu 
not  permit  me  to  argue :  I  Ihalt  only  obferVe/that'In  the  pampfclet 
written  upon  that  fubje^,  by  Mr.  de  Calmine  in^e  yiei^^yti;^^ 
there  are  pofitive  chivges  hroaght  agunft  Mr.  Nccbtt  aiiloiib 
adherents,  which  I  do  not  recoiled  to  have  feen  eyes:  di%  4igjklcift 
attempt  to  refute,  of  having  created  an  ardficial  ftodne  ^^.fPp^ 
which  are  there  ftated  very  circumftantially. 

^  If  M.  de  Calonne's  aflertions  wer6  true  Cahd  the  fitenoe'-oUenr- 
ed  by  thofe  whofe  intereft  it  was  to  rindiette  Mf.  NeckaH^dii^ 
the  idol  of  the  democradc  party,  is  a  ftrong  prefnmption  that  they 
were  fo)  what  a  deep  laid  fcheme  of  villanoas  policy  was  employ- 
ed to  bfing  about  the  revolution ! 

from 
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fromtompetency  to  extreme  indij^nct  i  but  let  wofk- 
fcodfcs^eftablifliedfor  thepurpofes  of  charity,  always 
offer  them  an  afylum  from  defbair,  and  keep  th^m 
fix>m  being  led  awa^  bf  bad  men.    Let  the  natives 
always  be  employed  ^  prcfet^cnfce  to'  foreigners ; 
bedtUffe'  every  caiittttf  Ihotld  pMvidc  for  its  owa 
children  before  it  adopts  thofe  of  other  (tates.  JLet 
ffiebearirti  6f  airftiisije  forbicldcn  to  cvciy  lnfiivi(J^al. 
who  cannot  give  fongieLfccurity:  for  h^  condu^Lto  dM> 
Ift^w,.  ^  wtK>  is  wt  enmUfxi  under  the  aattofud  ftancfrc 
«rda .  ^XiCC.ilie  jegiflaifiiv^p'^body'WBtfeb'^'Withbrt^^^ 
ittrmiffiotti  over  the  elii^ctition  of  thdr  IawsVai&2f 
iiever  modiiy  thetn  but  to  rnake  tiheni  pe^fedt*    Let' 

??[.*?>|P^^R?^ '  ^"^ii4iw;^  ^onfidpr.  ^^jfticc  ^  aa^ 
a^cdfible  4iyi^^  to  obierve' 

hoc  r4lea(^a&diet  thecseamvrpowier  be  -fiiffictendy/ 
armed  for  protecting,  but  not  for  opprefling  the 
people:  Tn  finer,  I  Ihall  never  ceafe  to  rqpeat,  that^ 
Tvom  the  chief  pf  the  nation  to  the  meaneft.citivnv 
aU  wljkQ.  Uve  uodcf  the  empire  of  the  confticution, 
StMiAM  tsgfiff  noMre  happineis  than  liiofe  who  exiited 
midrf  atbirrafy  power ;  and  dien  I  will  anfwer  for 
if,'  IR^  ha  pirfiian  of  the  late  government  will  ever 
attempt  ia  France  what  was  by  Guftavus  the  Uld^ 
fo  xapjdly  accompliihed  in  Sweden.  .  . 
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t  *        • 


1 


NSTEAD  of  infcrting  atr  length 'A'i  npifiui  of 
^ovrmmcnt  prcferttcdl  !fjr  tKc  kiil^  ahdftA^foibed  bjr 
the  ftatcs,  I  Ihall  give  an  afefidgciticnCorAiftty- 
lhrcn  articles  in  which  it  was  dinipi&ed.' '    "     •" 

It  is  agreed  by  this  new' chaffcr,*  tbfe|Wft''W* 
tween  the  Swedes  and  the  chief  b¥*tiie^nitittrt;'*^"f  hat 
•^  the  rcKgion  bjr  which  iSWcdcii  fhlfll  rtgnlat*  jiubfifc 
^  wocftiip,  fhall  be  that  whlc1i'Jjis'1iften^c*p!^incdm 
*thc  confeffion  of  Aiifburg,  as  haif  tiieti  detrecd 
*«  in  die  council  oFUpfal,  '       '   -*--'•-  --^ 

"  That  no  cinzen  fhall  be  punHhed^m  Tiis  fcbilotrr, 
•*  or  in  his  fortune,  or  by  the  lofi  ttfhis  life,  'Witlldtit 
•*  a  previous  trial*  conformable  to  law. 

'*  That  the  order  of  fuccefiion  to  the  crowh  fliaH 
••  be  obferved  conformable  to  the  convention  iX'  ih- 
**  heritance  approved  in  the  year  1743.         -.  -;. 

"  That  after  the  royal  power,  the  higheft  dignity 
"  fliall  refide  in  the  fenate,  which  fhall  confift  of  fevch- 
*^  teen  members,  including  the  grand  officers  of  the 

•*  king^ 


4' kingdom* -and  the  ffsvttaor  g^wral  of  Foaierai^K  i 
"  diat  {be  feoators  {ball  be  chofsn  by  the  king  alone*, 
V-itoaiamoag  his  nofile  fubjeifts  who  are  Swedes  bf, 
**-  tmth,  and  attached  to  the  kingdoAi  )3y  the  bonds^ 
*'  afUith,  attachm^t,  iiJIid^oM'age. 

«  That  it  fliall  pertain  to  the  king,  to  govern, 
-%saiaiE«n,  a^j^pro^i  Jt^^hQ^ft^pi^  ^1ace,i^  die, 
ffiproyincesj  his  rights,  and  diofe  of  bis  cro^n, 
'  "'That  he  m^  prepofe  negociationsof peacer^f- 
*f  penfions,  of  arms,  or  treaties  of  alUance>  ^r  aebatft 
V^  ht^Jibe  fcoatf^u,,  .That  ^  the  fen^te  be  unammouj^ 
V.^j»toft  the  meafure,  his  ^^jeft^ftla^  abidt  hf  tlui 
tj^iwanof  ttiE  fenate;  but  IT  tl>e'[t>c,[nbeR  ^fler> 
Viu*  majcfly.msy  abide  by .  the  ailvice  wKlth  he 
.IS^h^y  believes  the  beft."  :  ,„- 
■e;;i  Med  not  rcmark  that  by  this  ardcle  unaniml^ 
Jlxing  required  for  oppofing  the  will  of  the  king  on 
,thf%,.v«^.^Tpipf:}r^t  pbjefls,  he  becomes  ia  ccmle- 
%^f^^  atfjjoiute  .mailer  J  f^r  it  certainly  would  not 
be  difficult  among  ferenteen  feiutors,  all  appointed 
ti>]^bjfp>  to  bring  over  one  at  lealt  to  his  opinion, 
'S^,ifY  that  ^eans  to  break  the  unanimity  of  the 
feoate. 

^i  ;^*  If.  the  king  be  a  foreigner,  he  cannot  go  out  of 
<*  tbf  kingdom  without  the  confent  of  the  ftates ;  if 
"  he  be  a  Swede  it  will  be  fufficient  for  him  to  com- 
.V'^wuc^^e  his  delign  to  the  Icnate :  and  unlefs  the 
".Icnateoppofe  it  unanimoufly,  he  may  ftill  follow 
ff  his  own  will. 
■'-...  J  -  H  h  ;  "In 
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^  In  an  affairs  which  are  fubmitted  to  di&ttU»«mli 
^  of  juftice,  or  CO  the  coundb  of  war,  die  final  dp-^ 
*f  cifioo  f^all  appertain  to  ibtrev^m  ofju^^  whicJi 
'*  court  Aall  be  compofed  of  feven  fenators  who  fhall 
'^^diere  diichar£<^  the  office  of  judges.  The  )^og 
^  fliatt  afTift  at  this  tribunal  and  (hall  have  two  ▼qfief^; 
^, and  his  vote.  ihaU  d^^c  whea  the  ofdnions^are 

7;he  9th  ardclie  importab  ^f  That:  it  (hall  belobg 
\u>.  his  majefty. alone.to  pancpf)  criminals  y  tp  reftore^ 

honpur^  j^Tqagcttify,  and  Ufe^  in  aU  oitnca  which 
''wound  not  X)peal7  f^^  *f^  ^^r^  ^  Qod^^^ 

AcQordipg  to  the  ^Idfir  o(  thsa  article,  the  kifl|^- 
cannot  grant  pardon  tp  a  .tnurdercrr .  a  thief,  or  even 
to  a  child  who  fhaMhavc  finled  jnidutjr  to:his  parent ; 
but  we  ihall  foon  fee  that  this  is  not  the  jphit  of  the 

law.  :    ■   \  .\  • 

All  fuperior  officers^  iroof^  that  oT  lieutenants- 
colonel,  tb  that  of  ficld^itp^ihali.  and.  all^ther 
cor refponding^  places  or  ranks,  whether  in  tb;'ei> 
'^  clefiaftica}  or  civil  fUte,(haU  be  filled  by  the  king^t 
''  nomination,  from  a  lift  prefeiited  by,:the  feiM^nn^ 
'^whicji  fhall  contain  the  names  of  all  thecan^t- 
•'  diatcr^  ■   ■  .       : 

"  With  regard  to  the  other  employments,  pexibna 
*'  fhall  be  appointed  to  them  by  the  colleges,  and  by 
"  the  colonels,  without  any  regard  to  favour  or 
"birth. 

*^Thd 


€€ 
€€ 


Qf^2^<9pMKtfi^^«tft^.  4ti> 


HI 


~"iWi^'h<J'  judgtfs'fo  tot'  ineHied'thkt  dJftlfoioW  f 
'M'^'^c&^M  of'ehc^bekfydfnoUM  being  alYM^'^ 


«« 


•♦i^W-vo  ■/:;  -jVii!  iJan!  I)r;.-   .f  :'l'I.  :r  i.,    •*..  '■.,[  >  'J^.-C.  " 


fMly. 

^Tfie  %ft!tbHIHrt?d(fel  kiWiHi  By  ihe  mtrnfe  bf 'a^T-' 
"  ilfjl^fj  fhall  continue  to  watch  over  the  adminifil^tti^ 

*'^kit  iiOpimo^i  (^wfi^i  klf6  c^!S&dib  chem:'^^ ' 
«  The  thrife  ^^ffiaWftiftts^'Whlir 4A;  'fte  «%hlffl:' 
<^ff{buMls  dftKe4ci)%;  ^  ^^e^mlittt 'j^bcel&s 
««^8Srift  -ilwF '  libbWi  ^krt  «jtelWi*^l^  tried,  AaB  fit 
"iilWSl^  it^d£Haim/AVf9c«kot)&ig,  and  at  Abo  j 
<<«Uell&^f(S('  AJ^Ii&tW^Ied'the  kitigdom  of  Sweden/ 
**  the  fecond  for  the  kingdom  of  Gothbnd,  and  th^ 
<*'{hM'{Bt>-th^g^  (HPihdipalityirf  Finland! 

'i«<i%ll'.r6iffmt(^riah  in'i'^fted  vidi  the  right  of 
":)Ud|M^,'  iHAm^xctioirdiittLrf  tribunak  are  hehce- 
"?j@Fd^  tb6Kfliba''^  ibeahs  tirhirch  can  only  fiivour 
«'*afliS6fliitf^tyhffiny/'  *  ' 

-'iMs  iMlift'Cfertfttniy  be  trtic,  fince  the  confefllon  has 
flipped  from  the  pen  of  thofe  who  were  anxioufly 
a^^nj^aeabfoiute  a'dthorityl 

V*  ^fqe'ns>uhl  happen  that  a;  perfbn  of  very  high 
''•birlHi^tflettJitofibi'  ah  entire  college,  attempt  any 
"  crime  againft  the  king,  the  kingdom,  or  the  mk- 
"^jefty  ofthe  crown  j  and  that  the  criminals  cannot 

'  Hh4  "he 


4^        CfxhJSoii/fimim^^ip^ISi^ 

*^  in  diat  cafe  there  Ihall  be  <StzJoi^k«d,-9imoint3k^^ 
?.^9^  of,  i^  iu0g:^.:tbif:ltrilMiMt^ih»Urilti^.x<)rii'i 

**ktaoT  Ueutaiant-gerMM9tfK.thfi.'(ei^4|lifiiiatV:ike 


«  The  ehaiK«yji»:9f  JMftwiSofttf'ii^^ 

« perfOTm«l»e  o^4BtgfKOird(9iy;h  Uii.-.-iTj  i:  -jrf^v  -' 
«  men  thftliid  j§«ifflr,j^ 

«  prpaouncc  tbc^decrwsf^  4^ftBi.  irJHah^M^iAiI  oui 

«  change  tfKjkota9c^,#uphMj 

«  but  his  maicfty  may  grant  a  fi^f^im"  hn-  r:v::£^o'.  • 

A  cribyoat:  Q0jinpQft4  :Wlthj»l)fitllM»  4«toiMiiiBr^a(6- 

no(  be  Qfftap^td^tpji^ 

"  The  hereditary  princes,  and  the  princes' t>l^'t|tiC' 
'^blood^  ffan  qeiiheic  b^yet  ellMe^  (w^  f»^(by 
"  nor.hQldtbeQfik«o£g9«?HW-gpivf«^ 
''  content  theaifelves  widi  4  reveou4.,p|u4^m:ift.' 
<<  money ;  which  for  hereditary ipri8K;e4i6uUi[HE.:bd.. 
'Mefs  than  one  hundred  choufw4  dt^^lkra.  >^il!Us:. 
••xhcy  fhall  enjoy  from  die -.c^y,  oCjhek  being  dtft;. 

♦*  dared 


*f  tluKi  of  1^,  Mikdi  ibAte  itibdf  «ttitiiiig«e 
"  age  of  twenty-one.  •  •  '  •   -  —  -  -• 

^Thd  princes  of  tiie  M6od  fidi  iUb  %aYd  t^tb- 
'^  ^eiRK  firapoitioiMsd  tD*i£RSrbiith';  and  thqr  ihkf 
'^  te'  adotned'^'wkii  ih^'titfef 'of  dnchiesy  and  pnod'^ 
**  paKeg  i  l>ui  ^trWteuf  dbtakmi^  bf  ^t  meafna  'aAy 
^^rigbtOflrerdieprQcti^^vHvfiftna^  ^ 

o^Tbe  prince  Yoyat  fl!alI4iat«j  aitfrhiiBod  W  rftfr'fe- 
<t*fiate.ac4ie^i»eefi  ydU9of'*|^'  v^*-'  ^^"^■>-^"  -   -'^^■^'^^  '* 

r>^  ifok  ptilkr^^the  Wodi4,ie**h1ieredi^ 
«'  fliall  mariy  wiiioUt^i^ifihg^  ie^^  hiadOlreia 
>^^lhaH  be  excioded  Irom  die  fiicceflkm.         ^*  -    ' 

TJifriNoperfon  etti^  «hi^k»i|^  Tias  a  ^ight  w  d^J 
"  voke  a  general  dief^f  the  ibrtesji  uriHefi  inthe' 
"  idng^s  mihority  liH  guarffiirf  eketdfe  that  right.' 

rcf  TtM^ftaies,  wheiii  afliMhbted,  are  bound  to  )-ei|>^, 
^^and'to  defeM,  aD-thtt  ebfiftfturcs  the  rojW  jpre-* 
**  rogative  and  authorkf /'  ■' 

One  Wff  iWi]f)Oftant  ai'ticlc  of  die  conftitution  itii- 
peirwi''^*  Thit  the  king  tianfi^t  makie  new  laws,  nor 
'^  abrogate  ancient  ones,  liXfh&ttf  the  pofficipttkn  ef  the 

^'jNta^*^"^'''-  *    ■■■■■•''■  ■-"-  ■ 

GttftbVlft  die  Illd*  could  tcHMLxhiy  not  think  thalt* 
thb"  ftates '  farikipdtid  in  the  eveadon,  or  abrbgadori, 
of  "anf  kW/whlch^was  created,  pr  abrogated,  at  a  thihe 
whenijfry '  W()re  kfleMbled,  ^6n  an  appointed  day,  hi  k 
hflllibrrouildiki'  by  guards,  and  widi  cannon  planted 
atth)»  CAtmiicer  and  hadtherepix)pofcdto  theni,under 

^-^^f^i    '  thofe 


« I 


>« 


tfaofe  mtmciiig  appanmcn^  the  iull  ciAetmtutilir 

which tbey  were  to  refolre upon.    >  :    r.  ;:;.!'j 

>  The  fbtei  ieamiioit  ((turconlmg^  m  the  hft  ooii^ 
^ftitution)  cnnulan^lasBiv^or  make  airf newtoiie^^' 
'*  <widiciiit  the  approbanon  dbid  codhit  of  ifaft  4un^^ 

fFhos  is  oile  of  the'ikvvs  which  CBn^tsnfy'  "kbBSb- 
whife  the  king  cDntimierto.dimiTOCiv^titfoi^^e>f 
power  of  force,  or  of  terror:  for  the^miadoii^  ^ithift- 
ftiH  pofifefs  the  incoote(tiUe>  and  isoprdcripiibic  s^htj 
of  reforming  fuch  laws  a&  are  ;dbfloxkiiB>  BitA  cteadi^? 
oijiie»«MCiyrife>mdniarcconfe^  gfAeht) 

will.:     •  *  ■  ,  "r^  •''-r"^.    ''I:^:'5M  ■^'i^    r*'.'  i'-'«   n  t      •  uili   ^■' 

.  A^ccifdingilD  :dlei^pfteim>tiollfticltrioni^5!|i«  idi^ 
'^  cannot  ^  ai!ky  tifoei  faife>i  or  tower  motteyiwkkcoit' 

" .thejeohfcaft of^thc^flata/?<  •... -jik  i;mb>^j/:''  ;;>.!'• 
In^reftifyingi  fame  ^rai^ 

fomi€fi^isfjfkrvt4y  thatthe^kifl^  has^notehe  Jifamy  of ' 
impoTifig  new  taxes,  without  the)^«f|;^ia^«itf^ 
JlaieSj  unlefs  tbthtigdtnni  i^eoattaakidij^  itis^  rnhnkk'," 
at|d,  id  tliAt  <aic  fuch -impoIitiQfia.  «fv  haiti)p!Mifim§U, 

f  f  That  the  king  rm&  have  the  confentrbf  Aoifcaiw  r 
*'{>|5for9  he -CAft dec-hire'- war/'*.     ■-'.i,'i)oi  >ioqoKT  iii-rl; 

Qne-of  the  complaints  fuade  agatnft  MsripiPbciiC'- 
nvyefty  is,  that  he  has  htmfelf  violated  jthiffiawV^a^*' 
declaring  war  \^ith  Ruma  without  the  conibnt<4)l'rthfi>' 
Hates.    If  he  is  indeed  an  aggrefibr,  as;  |ic^ia.^aid  ia 
bcr,  it;  proves  how  diffi/cult  montirchs  findi;  w  ibb^'' 


^ 


imt  ^kms^  -fikcc  »hyey-;re%cA^  noer^afc  wbtdr  tkaeit 
cmanarions  of  their  own  "will- 'But  «fi»r  the?  foci  x 
ccfe  herhas'ebtamcdi  aftcl^•thc^g^or^  acfjifired 

hf-ikemng  tsa  mach  courage  ■  ae^aftivity,  can.  Afis  ■ 
fiatim  tcprtsich  -jiMtrfdrrthavii^  brought  Ruflik  to  ■ 
cttUiiiic  Atxcztf  fo  honoumye  fdr  Sweden  rand 'Wo 
Icmger  to^ifiain  a  people  n^rhofefoarmer  viftorics  otd  • 

.  'The  pbwjr  of  the  ftates-^clBrbeen  limited  by*  Gitfi  >'J 
tarns  die  Hid.  iivdxefblbwingfarticfe?     •     .     uj..  :cj 

j^^No,  oiihcrii^giftcrar'bBtrTthoft'^^^ 
**  affairs  on  which  his  nuyefty  may  have  refolvcd  hf''- 
^^^^mBimi^mtbdic^^^  be  commuhicat6d 

.^  b»<lmnf)Mir  can-'diefdestuuidany  odiers."     ^ 

In  a  fucceeding  article  if  iahdiiJWncr  fiad,  ^^ITmS: 
^  the  iftate* -^f  chfe  tfiaances  ^ikail  be  laid  befofe  a 
^^^comouiDieo  .of  iidiKi^  fiates^lxnj:  order  t6  ^lii^efr  - 
**'them  that.  tiie-publiC'  money  has  been  emplorfed 
^  for  the  ufe  and  bcnefitof  thekingdonu*' 

.Irre&lQrTnMii  dieft  two  articlesi  that 'whdii  it  fhaB 
pleafe  the  king  to  convoke  the:i%ii^»'4t^geMfad'tfieti '^ 
they.can  deliberate  on  fiich  aitit^es  only  ^  his  Aajefty 
ftiall  propofe  to  them ;  arid  diat  they  harw  iio^  a 'rigli "' 
to feek^in the  different departmenta, thatihformatS'oh 
vAich'  might  :iJirow  light  on  die  adminiftration  oT^ 
fontigft-AfiaiiTyvir  of  the  finances.  -^ 

^Tbakingperh^  believes  thatj  while  he  thus  re^  ^ 
ibaiiii  the  power  of  the  die^  he  gives  a  compenfation^  - 
for  the  lofs  of  its  rights,  by  the  pcrfonal  protcftion 

which 


476  Of  the  CottJUtiOftm  rf  Sweden. 

which  h^  grants  to  its  members.  One  of  the  articles 
of  the  coHftittition  thi^fb  ^Mi  ^  If  any  lAeaib^'of 

^Icir-lll  treated  by  <#ttch,  or  by^^decfdssrwhethef 
'^Ithd  dtirihg  the  difeit^-or-in  Im  ^^C6i^  or  Wi 
^^Ti^iiif'fiom  th^  diee,^  mnd  thAC  he  hasiAiadii  liiKwn 
^W^tttihy,  mft'^^lky  AdlthflKF^ldluMdlii^  AmU 

^^vltm^im  j>iiriiftftWne'dtte't6:'4hA 


1  -^  r«  rf  t 


^poOSiikefk  VlftciTaiHc  r  ttnd  the  wonb 
2«M^^'  jffM^t'if^,  -"Sitift 4^w-  the  iittiids.  «r 
thrjiiagb  %tf  ^aie'uiiiiela^  WltotelliiMennine 
tjrhttadajr  gir6  M||fr!f^-iHjui<)o«i3''<vt^Mdii  mi  etea)Sar 
injurious  afbf  it  fir'{^''jf&oh!i!M^|;ti@ltt  tafHeHaaa^ 
idrhere  thelbift  iff  fbKJSMe^iacf&rtHbHHiy^lhirt  niM4^ 
itdmricced  o  the  sttitrMy-iHll  iof^heivijtidgat.  i  .')v.'> 

This  obfcrvation  'leads  ^  t6'€€ihfid«r'si#ifiieah|r 
Irhk^h-  prdeftts  idclf -<6ye^  wh^' titd«'«&i6h-iinfi)r- 
tnditt}  circumftance^  retiditi'  ''{Mrtkuliu-ljr.uHiioreikat  x. 
.tht^'Crifis.  '  ■  ■  • '•  -•~'..:'-  ■•  >>>  ruOiUua  iid  io 
^  *>  will  gtvtnty  opim^ty^  the  fubje^  /wkhoutffritf 
tending  hotTever  to  decide. '  . :   -   i  ^    ,  jz^i  j^i;  r. 

Ail  the  deputies  of  the  hilddnal  aflbmbly!  of  Fraoize 
are  at  this  moment  the  proxie.^  of  the  Mnowv'ytwad 
their  union  forms  a  tribunal  fuperior  to  att  therixiblr** 
tia^s.  They  are^  when  aflembkd  ih  a  bodyyabdwthe 
law,  i^  the  principle'  is  :ilboYe  the  refult;*  bw  liA^ 


Qf  tte  CoiilHmiM  ffSwtdm,  ^ 


>' 


ykkiaRf  tKey  are^  fukjeft  ta  the  cxt^Mig  fa»wi  cp^^^ 
f^uemfyy  although  4i  ^^V*f  ^  :^*^  knom  lor  oitt 
of  tlv^DepFeftstfativcs  of  th?  Batioob,  i£hc  commit^  (quc 
0f the  afiemUf)  any  ofiencsr,  as.he  13  theabut  4 ;|ie^ 
ber  of  ibciety^  he  rni^t  be  fubjdft  to.4>c)Krai^  fC^O^ 
iiieii  to  attj^niBeiabprsraf^^^^ 

Ae  refentmc«,  to  the  Tei)g|efp^ce. 

ilffciaertce  .wMevw;k./nw  ^^4^ 
lfo.j  To  preve»t;thcfc%e  0fli,pn^.fi4c^^8^ 
srto  iR*iehfp?er^,OTght  1^^  <  ip? 

pttoky.;.  tad  t0>hi^?Or  W:thp^c^i;/ide^  the  effefi^^JF 
riwt  hdtoed  w4.;|?^lft»fR;5Ptcjfwied  bjr  the  tri^wi^ 
againft  thQiinffl|^ipff:<rf;f^^^^        %9rior.  to  tjieijr 

9mck::whick::«g(icfi3i^  {^  iayniJ^t^^  f4,ith<  4^u- 
ttes;— Wten!j>inffli>ber  oC.;INe'natk)i»l  aflbnhty.  i^ 
accuied  of  uny  'crJnue  whatcvr^F,  dicing  th^  qo^mnuce 
of  his  miflion,  the  magiftrate  may  receive  thf  coi^r 
phini^:  and.  etsMTiine  ^v^A^  ^ut ,  h^  ^^ ,  iK>p,  i|iue 
a  decree,  as  chat  might  deprive  the,  kgi^ii^ye  ^^- 
tiyrof  onc'<MF  if$  members^  ^vothout  impeaching  the 
^icrfbn  aoctt(ed«.  aod  communicating  the  informadoit 
ohtainad;  tigab^iJiiaV'  When  this  Yjoa  been  done,  if 
atk'jafiirml?^ifiad3«the  ^co^plaLaiC.  of  a  feripus  nat^e^ 
aiMr  tfaei  crideaceMOpiiplu&vet.  ii.ia  foi:  ,thai^  ^ody  to 
rtipdilhe  impeached  nfiember>  and  give  him  i^  ta 

the 


die  hand  of  juii&eir  ;.<£jami:tbattimoi  tbt^iepxfck- 
|agi;a  bckmg  to  fiber  kgtfljttut^  liiodf 
auik^pipi  <iu39n»  M^  tItlJAi«tx^.plIlu(hcll  accoi#ig  t)^ 
^  ngour  of  thcilaw,  i£  lie  cannot  4^fiitriheiK:6iiH 
^laidi«KJnftkinu .^  -   5,  -^  -- 

ilQtj^^inCringedi  bet^^ufc  jufticc  would  >nttt  feize  upo» 
^j(CifoQ  of  diCr^Qpi^^untU^dic  monittnci¥hcn  the 
^If^^yr  ii&lf  badrAiipended  ihis  powen^  and  ti^' 
tc^b^^lb  didrpejfooail  hatred  ^gauiAi 

fp;^99$P^U^»i^  thgd  i^giflativebody  would  be  jiic%^ 
i^fdjye  rf^^icM^  on  wU 


:.\  '■       .'..'     ''.v     ^    -.i 


<*  This opInLpn  (fays  M.  ^e  If  Cpix  in  a^ntftcf)  exprdjed ba$>t^ 
•  numerous  afieniDlyy  who  applaoded  it^  and  afterwards  printed  it 
in  Cfe*  i^mietif,  'har  been  fihce  idopte^  hy  thVqattonal  aflembly. 
Sd  f$t  ffOdi  behig  lavoarable  td  real  coYprits,  I  perfift  in  thinking: 
dJMifc  the*  repivfematiMes  of  the  natina  dnght  ta  diftif6  ^kaA^tH 
hopf  (^f  upp)ini(}(^  and  more  partk|ilaiJy  iif.  (kf^-Aontintte  OfrhiM 
the  report  of  |heirpro€eedii)g|s printed;  as  tl^epuUicurUl^tJ^jyfr 
jud^s:  ikhd  if  irreproachable  witneiTes  agree  in  the  UxnchS^ 
tM  ■  thcir^cJBihbBy  be  not  ri^utcd  by  that'e^'o^Vs,  whateref; 
may' be' the  "rank  or  taleats  of  (he  perfon  accufed,  'k  niimefOQi 
body  (hoMid  Jiot  dare  to  dishonour  itftlf  by  ihthoring,  hitit  ik& 
vengeance  of  the  lawi^  one  of  iu  membtcrs  whoihoold  be  cnHdeiitl)^ 
culpable.  In  vain  may  it  be  objedled,  that  if  proof  u  np^^Sf^ 
for  Condemnation,  prefumption  fhoiild  not  be  TuScient  for  a  de- 
cree i  10  thi&I  fhould  reply  that»^  the  explanntionii  givon  b^tlMS 
pV(|  accufed  before  the  decree  can  be  paffed*  BMy^db%|Ktdtktir 
prcrumptions,  and  put  a  f^^prHipkMtf  orfdbMVfdflisduic^? 
t  ..  .    -   •  becaulie 


rifXihe  king  is  obliged « VK^rmmhtaiii  «U  tl« -"ftaWt^^   . 
1^  kAOgtiom  in  their  ancient  Md  legidttttit^  |>i4«^^; 
pserag^cs^^ir^htByaiid  ikk:ftff  MdMffeu^^prPdi^^ 
can  be  given  or  granted  in  fanf6m  If'^  to**  *Wfcri 
^Uhut:tbr£df^4>y.aUsihif^  is 

Qnit:ofi>thi!  aJamfea  vhichiJBCa  k&<yir  h<JW^e6^  ihal^'df 
W(>rd9w;..Wliat  iff  meant  by^^  ef  if^&fibiii^ 

ig^  tbo/ilafesr^of^thelkiii^d^ 
^ti^tc:  priv3(cgevip'd«^^tiglltsj'and'th^ir  1%^^ 
V!)keiii>thfie  ibatcavhp^oi%httaaflfembte  bfth^frifMv^^ 
if rtotcofliVdkcd,  miy three -yeanr^ ztt rio# pfcVttWif 
from  ^ver  mecting-agaiir,  xmki»  the  king  ihocdd  cftdct 
th(C(n  to  affemble  ?  Or  what  liberty  remaines  rbr  them^ 
when  th^y  are  to  deliberate  on  fuch  fubjedbs  (Hily 
«  the  moharclf  fhall  fubmit  to  their  cbnfidcration  ? 

I  have  faxd  enough  of  the  conftiturion  of  Sweden 
as  it^^ygs  eftabliftied  ^  the  year  177^,10  convey  a. 
fj^tk&,■\d^^ik^  v^ther itwill laft,  orirficther  the- 
jiatioa  j^rtU^Tfaaincain  iti  are  queftions  not  eafilyde- 
armirted,^  '  It  was  the  injcehtion  of  the  Emprcfe  of 
Ktiflia '  to  change  it.    She  propofcd  to  re^ct  the' 
fbtesm  their  ancient  power  i  give  to  the  ienacethe: 
aj^^hqricy  if,  had  under  the  two  ^ceding  mjgmr  and 
ASt^d  Gufisvus  in  the  chains  which  he  had  bfoken: 
but  for  efiefting  this  proje£t»  fhe  muft  firft  have  tri-^^^ 


bftttnft  whnf fles  afr  a)lowed>  bf  the  law,  a  liberty  of  retrafiiof 
viektiidM^r^Me  Aid  taitit  re-esrftmlnatidn  which  ttkei  plate  ihkt 

ttMeL.aibaMf9iMi)teMeawt&tro)taM^  ''''' 

itoij'id  umphed 
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umphcd  over  the  league  which  had  been  farmed 
againft  her  by  the  Tiark»  Sivedeo,  Polud,  and  Pruf- 
fia:  and  Ait  muft  hare  been  able  to  iend  an  trmj  M^ 
ficient  to  enfure  the  conqueft  of  Finbnd^  and  a  mnj 
into  the  Bakic  capable  of  deifaroyifig  that  which  mighi 
there  diipvitc  with  it  fi>r  Yidory. 

In  1778  the  king  of  Sweden  convoked  z  dkt^  dutt 
he  might  keep  his  word,  which  had  been  given  in 
1772,  of  afibmbling  the  fyctt%i  but  the  order  of 
nobles  having  prefented  to  him  a  memorial  which 
tended  to  delboy  the  new  conftttucba^and  which  oqg^ 
to  have  been  read  in  the  a^^roachir^  t&tubkf,  Guf* 
tavua  the  IIId»  in  order  to  prevent  its  effefti  caUed 
together  the  four  orders  in  bis  palace,  and  there 
declared  to  them,  that  knowing  diere  were  fiune  evil- 
intentioned  perfons  who  prapofed  to  create  a  mii^ 
underftanding  between  him  and  die  tbxcsy  he  had 
determined  to  dtf&lve  themu 

They  were  again  convened  in  t7&9»  when  the 
kmg  obtained  their  acquieiccnce  in  .all  hii^  prGjefl% 
and  the  right  of  contmuing  the  war  which  he  terminal 
ted  {6  glorioufly.  This  was  a-largje  increafe  to  1» 
power. 

I  Ihall  fay  only  a  few  words  more  concerning  dioft 
Hates  which  have  loft  fo  much  of  their  ancient  fore- 
reigpty*  The  ftate  whi^  is  formed  of  the  order  ef 
nobles,  may  contain  twelve  hundred  members,  Is  th^ 
noble  families  are  eftimated  at  that  number,  and  the 
chief  of  each  family  has  a  right  tQ  scpttfmt  it  ia  the 

3  ftatesi 


{httes  i  bur  there  zrt  f«dlfc6lf  .'fix  himdred:  gcJhttezmn 
-vvllo'cliMle  to  av^ir'thefAi?Ivier  6f  -diis,  figkt,^unlc6 
lbind)iii%  y(<i7  'h?^h!f  -  iKetfeftln^  'd&ttein  to  tlie^ 
d?<*t.  '  ''■ '    •'■••■■■•*'•  >^i;'p*ri?i    !':•    ..■•.•.-  •,        .  ..V 

'•'The  "refrtfhit«!v«'  ij^^  irff"^ Ac. clergy 

do  not  exceed  fourfcort';  *  Th*ifliulrte<nSwtdifltW»- 
flibpj  fbmi  part  of'  thb  bcMfyt  ^nft'of  ks  members' 
aWfecbbiafBfes  dof^ea-bjr  tfe*l»n(ri!ced'dergyi ^'Hiir 
Jcinj^^d^di^  lettKM  df '>deMvo(!ltkM>t»  thi!  ecfdefiaftical 
cbiirt,  whidi  traiiTnfits  theh>  toi  dl6  'tfcfadeacoiisi' '  knd^ 
ihty'S^'  hotke  to  th»  ^clefiiaftiMu}' their  refpeStiTc 
pirflhcB.  ■■'•■  ■'  ^'  !•<  ;• 
''  The  ()ift6psai*i  charged  withtheir  o#h  expences 
ddrmg^  dSets;  the  other  deptitie»<dt  rehnburfed  by 
duilr  dtftidHhicnb;  a 'dreumftaMoe  wluch  fiuk  not  to 
^ittiirtifli  th^  niimbef  df  perfotn  dieputed. 

This  rule  htis  idib  glr^t  influence  oh  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  burgeflfi».  Though  Sweden  con- 
V&Ds  drte  hundf^d  and  fotir  tovrns^  which  have  a  Hght 
bf  depudnfe T^Jprefentatites  to  the  diet;  though  eaeh 
tcWimercial  town  rtAy  fend  two  deputies,  the  prin« 
"eipsl!  t!i6r9v^^^  three  deputies  each,  and  the  CapttAl 
(Stockhohn)  ten;  yet  the  number  of  the  reprfcf(5nta- 
"titirs,  of  this  order,  never  exceed  two  hundred. 

' '  The  order  of  peafants  b  for  the  fame  reafon  repre- 

'  ftntiA  by  al^out  one  hundred  deputies ;   and  dnis  the 

'Hfud  number  of  the  ftates  when  united,  is  from  nine 

'AUndred  to  a  thoDland.  t      ^ 

'^Voh.l      :  •  ^  li  The 
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The  author  of  Le  DUlianmUre  eamomiqui  &?  foR^ 
tique  obfcrvcs,  that  the  order  of  peafants  is  ill  rcprc- 
fented  in  Sweden ;  benufe  the  poflelTors  of  land,  living 
like  nobles,  are  not  admitted  to  rcprefent  the  order ;  and 
that  to  be  eligible  it  is  neceflary  to  be  a  farmer,  or 
hufl)andman  under  a  landlord :  tonfequently  the  huf- 
landmen  who  are  proprietors,  and  who  conftitute  the 
higheft  and  belt  informed  part  of  that  clafs,  have 
no  Ihar^  in  the  legiHadon,  and  feem  to  be  confidered 
as  nothing  in  the  national  fovereignty. 

Sweden  is  the  country  where  men  fcem  to  live  to 
the  greatcil  age.     According  to  the  calculations  of 
the  celebrated  Wafgentin,  who  was  member  of  a  com- 
milHon  eflablilhed    at  Stockholm  for  keeping  an 
exaA  regifter  of  all  the  births  and  deaths  in  the  king* 
dom,  there  were  found,  in  twt>  millions  four  hundred 
thoufand  inhabitants,  two  thoufand  and  thirty-fix  men, 
and  three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty  women, 
above  the  age  of  ninety  years ;   among  whom  were 
many  ccntinarians  who  had  fecn  one  hundred  and 
twelve,  or  pne  hundred  and  twenty  years  roll  over 
their  heads.     But  notwithflanding  this  advantage,  if 
}t  be  one  to  linger  fo  long  upon  this  globe,^  many 
of  the  Swedes,  at  the  hazard  of  abridging  their  days, 
ipread  themfclves  through  different  parts  of  Europe, 
to  excrcife  their  induflry,  and  enjoy  the  pleafures  of 
a  milder  climate  than  their  own;   for  in  Sweden  there 
is  fcarcely  an^^  medium  between  the  intenfc  cold  of 

a  nine 
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A  nine  months  winter,  and  the  fuffbcating  heat  which 
fuccccds  it. 

The  fun,  at  die  time  of  the  fummer  folftice,  con- 
tinues eighteen  hours  and  a  half  above  the  horizon  at 
StockhbHh ;  but  this  orb,  fo  prodigal  of  its  beams  for 
two  rfWiiths,  is  as  great  a  ni^ard  during  the  winter: 
he  then  (hines  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Sweden  no  more 
than  five  hours  and  a  half;  and  repays  them  for  the 
lofs  of  his  light,  only  by  the  feint  glimmer  of  his 
reflefted  rays,  which  the  planet  of  the  night  difpenfcs. 

After  this  we  cannot  be  furprized  that  the  fame 
number  of  men,  and  of  days  labour,  and  the  fame 
Exertions,  obtain  in  this  region  but  one  third  of  the 
produce  which  are  obtained  by  them  in  happier  climates* 

When  we  confider  the  fmall  quantity  of  money 
which  was  in  circulation  in  Sweden  before  the  hit 
revolution ;  when  we  confider  that  at  that  epocha  its 
revenue  amounted  at  moft  to  feventeen  millions*;  that 
the  capital  of  its  national  debt  was  ninety  millions^ 
the  intereft  of  which  was  paid  to  foreigners;  that  in 
Ipitc  of  this  diftrefs,  flie  lias  been  honourably  punc- 
tual to  her  engagements,  reftored  her  marine,  equipt 
fleets,  provided  for  armies,  and  made  head  againft 
RuflTia  during  two  campaigns,  we  cannot  conceive 
how  politicians  can  entertain  fears  for  the  exiftencc 
of  a  great  empire,  which  has  ten  times  more  money 
and  more  people  than  Sweden,  with  the  advantage  of 
a  more  fertile  foil, 

*  Rather  more  than  ^700,000. 

I  i  2  Guftavus 
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GuftATus  the  nid.  has  undoubtedly  committed 
fome  &ults  :  one  very  great  one  in  his  admir^lradon 
was,  diat  of  reienrmg  to  himfelf  the  exdnfiiFC  piivikge 
of  diftilling  aqua  vita  \  by  which  he  n  laid  to  have 
k>ft  ten  millions :  die  event  has  been  his  rtliqHifliing 
the  mon<^ly«  in  Finland^  for  the  compeniatiHi  of  a 
trifling  tax. 

Perhaps  it  was  another  political  fault  to  declare  war 
ligainft  Ruflia,  by  which  the  nation  was  involved  in 
expence,  which  will  not  be  compenfated  by  die  Grand 
Signior's  gold.  But  in  fpite  of  theie  errors,  (panion- 
ible  in  a  young  prince  who  coidd  not  fb  ibon  be 
eicpeflcd  to  underftand  the  fctence  of  poUdcal  cecono- 
my,  and  who  ought  not  to  have  fcen,  without  fecret 
indignation>  the  Ruffian  minifter  endeavouring  to  re- 
cover an  afcendancy  in  the  Swedlfh  fenate,)  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  this  king  is  one  of  the  men  mofb  worthy 
of  a  dirone,  and  one  of  the  monarchy  who  will  appear 
with  mod  eclat  in  the  annals  of  Sweden. 

If  he  has  caufed  the  diet  to  lofe  a  great  portion 
of  the  power  which  it  had  acquired  under  the  two 
.preceding  reigns,  he  has  delivered  his  fubje£ls  from 
-an  ariftocracy,  which  knew  not  how  to  employ  its 
authority  for  increafing  the  revenue  of  the  kingdom ; 
for  difcharging  its  debts  j  for  difengaging  it  from  the 
yoke  of  foreign  powers ;  or  for  animating  commcrce> 
and  drawing  from  the  ocean,  which  the  Swedes  ought 
to  cultivate,   and  which  offers  to  them  an  abundance 

of 
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of  fiih>  a  produce  which  is  refufed  hy  an  ungenial 
foil. 

I  could  wi(h  before  I  take  leave  of  the  ftates  of  the 
North,  to  caft  my  eye  over  their  conftitutions ;  but 
nothing- iF  to  be  feen  there  bcfides  command,   and 
fuhmiCbn:    the  will  of  the  prince  is  every  thing. 
Yet  I  will  if   poflible   furmount   the  dilguft  ex- 
perienced at  beholding  human  nature  fo  degraded;  at 
feeing  men  converted  into  a  fervile  troop  devoted 
to  the  caprice  of  a  matter  i  marching  on,  even 
to  death,  when  they  are  ordered  j    fettering  their 
Very  thoughts,  from  ia  fear  of  offending  the  power 
which  dominates  over  them;    fer  whom  the  word 
liberty  has  no  longer  any  meaning ;  and  whofe  lives 
arc  Icfs  their  property,  than  that  of  the  fovereign  to 
whom  they  belong. 

I  fhalj  begin  with  Denmark. 
This  kingdom  had  heretofore  ftates  compofcd  6f 
three  orders ;    the  authority  of  the  king  was  limited 
by  the  oath  which  he  took  at  his  coronation ;    and 
the  crown  was  eleftive. 

But  the  nobles  abufed  the  jurifdiftion  which  they 
had  over  their  vaffak  in  fo  unworthy  a  manner ;  and  the* 
clergy  found  themfelves  fo  oppreflcd  by  an  order  who ' 
arrogated,  to  themfelves  alone,  the  rights  which  be- 
longed equally  to  the  two  other  orders,  that  in  the 
year  1660  the  nation  abdicated  the  fovcreignty  in 
favour  of  Frederick  the  Illd ;  fct  him  free  from  the 
reftraint  of  his  oath;  declared  the  crown  hereditary 

1^3  on 
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on  the  heads  of  his  defcendants,  male  of  female; 
and  authorized  the  king  to  publilh  the  famous  royd 
laWy  which  was  printed  in  1709,  under  Frederick  the 
IVth.  It  contains  forty  articles,  each  riling  above 
another  in  horror. 

■ 

By  the  fecond  article  it  is  declared,  that  *'  The 
king  of  Denmark  and  Norway  fhall  be  henceforth 
reputed  independent  on  the  earth :  beJhaU  be  above 
all  human  lawsy  and  acknowledge  no  power  fuperior 
"  to  his  own  but  that  of  God." 

By  the  fifteenth  article,  the  power  is  granted  him 
"  Of  making  peace  or  war,  contrafting  alliances,  and 
impofing  taxes." 

By  this  law  "  The  king  of  Denmark  fhall  enjoy 
the  authority  of  making,  changing,  and  revokingj 
the  laws  as  he  fhall  judge  convenient. 

He  fhall  excrcife  abfolute  authority  over  the 
"  affairs  of  the  church,  and  over  all  religious  affem- 
"blies.^*    And 

^^  He  fhall  be  declared  of  age  when  he  has  entered 
"  his  fourteenth  year." 

Thus  a  child  of  fourteen  may  change  all  the  laws 
of  the  kingdom,  prefcribe  new  ones,  declare  war  with 
all  Europe,  and  impofe  taxes  as  it  may  pleafe  him. 

The  feventeenth  article  imports,  tliat  "  He  fhaU 
'*  make,  neither  by  writing,  nor  verbally,  any  oath  to 
*  his  fubjefts."  And,  for  avoiding  all  mifconftruftion, 
it  is  faid  in  the  twcnty-fixth  article,  that  "  The  kings 
"  of  Denmark  and  of  Norway  Jhall  enjoy  ahjolute  and 

"  UHlimilcd 
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■ 

**  unlimited  power,  aad  they  (hall  give  to  thefe  words 
"  a  meaning  ftiU  mo»e  extended  than  they  have  in  the 
***  counmes  where  hereditary  chriftian  kings  arc 
**  reputed  to  enjoy  abfolute  authority." 
H  The  fame  article  adds,  that  "  They  (hall  give  to 
**  the(c  words  the  fame  acceptation  with  regard  to  tha 
**  queens,  when  the  fucce(rion  (hall  fall  into  the  fcmi-  ' 
**  nine  line-" 

In  fine,  this  royal  law  pronounces  that  "Whoever 
"  (hall  (ky  or  do  any  thing  to  injure  it,  (hall  be 
puni(hed  as  traitors  to  the  crown,  and  fufFcr  the 
pains  appointed  for  the  crime  of  high  treafon.'* 
Happy  is  it  for  thofe,  who  (peak  or  write  on  tlie 
legitimate  authority  of  kings  at  this  period,  to  be  far 
from  this  fojourn  of  defpotifm  !  They  would  be  fooa 
condemned  by  it  to  eternal  filence. 

To  what  an  excefs  of  misfortunes,  or  of  ftupidity, 
muft  this  vile  nation  have  been  reduced,  before  they 
could  fubfcribe  to  fuch  a  law  for  grandng  to  Frede- 
rick the  Hid.  an  authority  more  extended  than  that 
of  any  fultan  ?  If  the  injuftice  of  the  nobles,  who 
had  formerly  the  right  of  life  and  death  over  their 
va(rals,  and  who  paid  no  taxes,  caufed  in  the  Danes 
fuch  an  abhorrence  of  their  ancient  form  of  govern- 
ment  as  to  make  them  prefer  the  moft  abfolute  def- 
potifm, how  muft  the  prefent  order  of  nobles  blufh 
at  their  anceftors ! 

Happily  for  human  nature,  the  defpot,  who  reigns 
over  this  country,   cannot  count  more  than  two  mil- 

114  lions 
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fions  of  fubjedb ;  yet,  nocwithfiauding  this  fctnty  po- 
pulation, die  two  armies  of  Denmark  and  Norway 
amount  to  leventy-five  thou&nd  men,  and  the  king 
can  fend  to  fea  a  fleet  of  forty  vcflcb  in  time  of  war. 

The  peafant  is  obliged  to  enroll  himielf  from  the 
Age  of  eighteen  to  forty ;  and  no  foldier  dares  to  fet* 
tie,  or  to  take  a  &rm,  in  any  donuin  except  that 
in  which  his  name  is  regifVcred  ;  and  if  he  quits  the 
land  to  which  the  bonds  of  fervitude  attach  him, 
he  is  profecuted  as  a  deferter. 

The  nobles  enjoy  the  rights  of  die  chace,  of 
filhing,  and  alfo  of  patronage,  in  virtue  of  which  they 
receive  the  revenues  of  eeclefiaftics  when  vacancies 
occur  by  death  or  other  caufes*  Gendemen  can  only 
be  cited  before  the  fuprcme  tribunal  of  the  king ; 
except  when  the  queftion  relates  to  feizing  their  pro- 
perty for  debt ;  fuch  caufcs  come  before  the  pro- 
vincial judge. 

All  thofe  of  plebeian  birth,  who  have  any  rank  or 
dignity,  enjoy  perfonal  nobility. 

Chriftian  the  Vth  was  the  firft  who  introduced  the 
feudal  titles  of  count  and  baron.  The.  principal  manor 
of  the  baron,  containing  one  hundred  French  acres, 
and  that  of  the  count,  containing  three  hundred  acres, 
arc  exempt  from  all  contributions  except  what  is 
called  the  prhicejfes  tax. 

Neither  baronies,  nor  counties,  can  be  given  as 
fcciirity  for  debt,  nor  can  their  pollcffors  alienate 
them  without  the  conleot^  of  the  prefumptive  heir, 

and 
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mnd  the  king's  permiffion.  Thcfc  lands  are  never 
confifcatcd  but  for  high  treafon  ;  and  even  in  that 
cafe  they  go  into  Ae  next  line. 

The  counts  have  the  property  of  all  mines  found 
on  their  lands  5  they  enjoy  the  right  of  jurifdiftion 
over  their  dortieftics  $  and  when  they  build  houfes  at 
Copenhagen,  they  aiic  exempt  from  ground-rent,  from 
lodging  ibldiers,  and  from  many  different  impofts. 
But  after  the  royal  Imv  how  can  the  tided  nobles  be 
aftured  of  prcfcrving  thefe  privileges  ?  Their  fears 
tnay  indeed  be  calmed  by  the  rcfleftion  that,  whatever 
authority  a  king  may  poflfefs,  he  cannot  be  unjuft 
towards  all  his  fubjefts  without  expofing  himfclf  to 
greater  danger  than  them  :  and  that  when  his  power 
,is  dircded  f  4ely  by  his  will,  it  is  the  more  neccflary 
for  him  not  to  abufe  it.  The  general  dif content 
gave  abfolutc  authority  to  the  king  of  Denmark ;  ancl 
rendered  him  independent  of,  and  fuperior  to  all  laws. 
The  nation  may  be  by  the  fame  means  caft  into  the 
chains  of  ariftocracy,  or  delivered  over  to  the  harfh 
power  of  democracy.  Whiat  would  it  avail  a  king  to 
fay,  /  bold  my  authority  of  none  but  Heaven ;  /  acknow- 
ledge only  God  above  me?  The  monarch  who  was 
weak  enough  to  regard  thefe  v^n  words  as  truthsj^ 
would  foon  find  that  his  fubjefts  united  were  mori 
powerful  tlian  he  j  and  that  Heaven  would  make  no 
Efforts  for  maintaining  an  authority  which  it  had  nevef 
conferred. 

Whq 
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Who  could  believe,  if  authors  very  wordiy  of  credii; 
and  who  have  declaimed  die  mofl  againft  the  govern- 
ment of  Denmark,  did  not  a0ure  us  of  it,  that  the 
Danilh  code  of  civil  laws  is  even  to  this  day  the  bed 
in  Europe  ?  It  forms  only  one  finglc  volume  in  quar- 
to ;  but  all  the  difpofitions  are  fo  clear,  fo  pofidvc, 
that  every  man  may  be  judge  in  his  own  caufc ;  thus 
there  arc  but  very  few  lawyers  in  Denmark,  which 
is  at  leaft  one  means  of  foftening  the  milery  of  the 
people. 

The  revenue  of  Denmark  is  eftimated  at  twenty- 
three  millions  of  livres;  from  which  near  four  millions 
jnuft  be  deduftcd  for  the  intcreft  of  the  public  debt, 
which  amounts  to  feventy  millions  of  livres. 

A  principal  part  of  the  Danifli  revenue  arifes  from 
the  toll  of  the  Sound y^YiLch  is  a  famous  ftraight,  between 
the  ifland  of  Zealand  and  the  terra  firma  of  Schon- 
en,  belonging  to  Sweden.  All  veffels  trading  to 
the  Bakic  mull  pals  this  ftreight,  and  are  fubjeft 
-  to  a  toll,  which  was  originally  paid  as  an  acknow- 
ledgement for  the  light-hbufes  and  fires  kept  up  for 
guiding  navigators,  ^nd  prefcrving  them  from  rocks 
ppon  the  coafts.  Sweden,  which  had  an  equal  right 
to  tliis  toll,  was  at  firft  exempt  from  paying  it ;  but 
fo  far  from  claiming  a  (hare  in  the  profits,  fhc  was 
herftlf  fubjedted  to  tlie  toll,  by  a  treaty  concluded 
in  the  year  172C. 

M.  de  Montefquieu,  who,  after  having  remarked, 
fiiat  *^  in  all  the  v/ars  between  Denmark  ana  Sweden, 

"the 
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*'  the  arms  of  the  latter  have  always  had  the  advan- 
**  tage  over  thofc  of  her  rival ;"  fays  "  there  mufl: 
**  be  fome  concealed  caufe  in  the  governments  for 
^*  this  conftant  fupcriority. '*  The  caufe  does  cxift 
in  their  governments,  but  it  is  not  concealed.  The 
peafants,  who  form  the  force  of  liadonal  armies,  have 
always  been  ferfe  or  bondmen  in  Denmark  i  they  have 
had  pay,  but  not  a  countr}%  In  Sweden^  on  the 
contrary,  the  peafants  have  ever  made  part  of  the 
nation  as  citi^seAS ;  and  ci]ti:^e2)s  fighting  againft  flaves 
mufl  always  have  dip  advantage.  For  this  reafon 
all  the  military  force  of  Poland  confifts  in  its  cavalry 
>vhich  is  compofed  of  gentleman;  and  the  re- 
public can  place  no  dependence  on  its  infantry,  which 
is  formed  only  of  thofe  unhappy  beings,  attached  to 
the  land  which  they  cultivate  under  the  yoke  of  fcr- 
vitude. 

I  am  fenfible,  and  Pruffia  ftands  as  an  cpcamplc,  that 
it  is  not  neceifary  for  men  to  be  free,  to  make  them 
good  fojdiers ;  but  then  there  muft  be  a  courfe  of 
long  and  fevere  difciplinc,  to  convert  a  fimple  fubjefl: 
into  a  murderous  machine;  which  dares  not  give 
back  before  the  enemy's  fire,  becaufe  he  finds  deadi 
(lill  meet  him  if  he  flics  from  that  which  is  before 
his  face.  What  is  to  be  deduced  from  thifi  truth  ? 
T-That  nature  muft  be  overcome  in  the  flave,  but 
her  propenfities  left  to  aft  upon  the  citizen ;  by  which 
means  you  will  have  in  three  months  a  good  army 
of  patriots,  whpfe  ardour  it  will  be  neceffary  to  re- 

ftrain  j 
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ftrain  j  while  three  years  Tpcnt  infrequent  exercifing, 
will  fcarcely  be  fufficient  to  make  a  foldier  of  a 

Ruffian,  or  a  Pruffian. 

Thcfc  refleftions  lead  me  to  ipeak  of  Pniffia ;  on 
which  however  I  Ihall  not  dwell  fo  lono;  as  I  have 
dwelt  on  Denmark. 

Pruffia  was  for  a  confiderable  time  only  a  fief  of  Po- 
land. It  had  been  formerly  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Teutonic  order,  the  grand  mailer  of  which  became 
its  fovereign  with  the  title  of  hereditary  duke  ;  and 
it  was  afterwards  united  to  the  electorate  of  Bran- 
denburg. 

In  1657  Pruffia  was  franchifed  from  the  feudal 
bonds  of  Poland;  and  its  territories  were  extended  un- 
der Frederick  William,  furnamed  the  grand  eleftor, 
whofe  fon  affiimed  the  tide  of  king;  and  after  caufing 
himfclf  to  be  crowned,  he  placed  the  crown  with  his 
own  hand  on  the  head  of  his  fpoufe  at  Konift>erg, 
on  the  1 8th  of  January  1701.  It  was  the  grandfon 
of  this  firft  king  who,  aided  by  the  treafure  which 
his  father  had  amailed,  and  the  excellent  troops 
which  he  had  inlifted  in  every  part  of  Europe,  eftablifli- 
ed  in  his  fhte  that  military  force  which  afterwards  ren- 
dered him  the  mod  powerful  monarch  of  the  north. 

This  prince,  a  fovereign  and  abfolute,  fhewfe  him- 
fclf a  legiflator  as  well  as  a  conqueror :  he  gave 
A  new  form  to  the  finances  ;  fubftitued  nine  colleges 
of  juftice,  inftead  of  the  ancient  grand  bailiwicks;  efta- 
blifned  ten  proviricial  councils ;  and  in  fine  has  given 

a  coU 
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^  colleftion  of  laws  under  the  title  of  the  code  of 
Frederick. 

One  of  the  articles  of  this  code,  which  does  the 
moft  honour  to  its  author,  is  that  by  which  he  de- 
clarer, that  "  In  all  proccfles  wherein  he  (hall  be 
"  interefted,  if  there  be  any  doubt,  he  will  rather 
"  fufFer  fomc  lofs  than  weary  his  fubjefts  by  burden- 
"  fome  proceedings." 

In  the  book  which  treats  of  the  ftate  of  perfons, 
there  is  a  very  Angular  article ;  it  is  the  one  which 
relates  to  hermophrodites.  *'  Perfons  of  this  fpecies" 
(fays  the  legiflator,  who  was  not  obliged  to  be  a  great 
anatomift)  "  in  whom  neither  of  the  fexes  prevail, 
«*  may  choofe  that  which  fcems  good  to  them ;  but 
"  their  choice  being  made,  they  cannot  change./ 
*^  Thus .  a  man  who  has  efpoufed  a  woman  cannot 
«« efpoufe  a  man." 

This  code  gives  to  the  father  the  right  of  confining 
his  children  in  his  own  houfe,  and  of  chaftifing  them 
moderately ;  Cut  it  forbids  the  (hutting  them  up  in 
a  houfe  of  corrcftioa  without  the  intervention  of  juf- 
tice. 

A  hufband  and  wife  may  diflblvc  their  marriage 
by  mutual  confent,  but  not  without  demanding  a 
feparation  from  the  magiftrates ;  who,  during  one. 
year,  endeavour  to  reunite  them.  Adultery  on 
either  fide  is  a  caufe  of  divorce. 

The  legiflator  carries  his  fevcrity  very  for  in  per- 
mitting a  hufband  ta  demand  a  divorce  whenever 


he  difcovcrs  a  biUet-ioux  in  the  hand-writing  of  \i% 
wife.  Such  a  law  will  only  make  the  wife  more 
referved  in  her  ftyle ;  and  a  lady  may  perhaps  gratify 
a  lover  as' much  by  injurious  and  menacing  exprcflions 
as  fhe  would  by  thofe  of  tendernefs ;  he  will  foon 
difcovcr  love  under  the  veil  of  prudence. 

That  malady  which  poifons  the  fweets  of  marriage 
and  blafts  its  firuitSj  is  in  Pruifia  a  caule  of  divorce. 
The  difficulty  of  knowing  the  offender  has  hitherto 
prevented  the  French  legiflators  from  pronouncing  on 
this  point, 

A  ftate  of  habitual  fury^  or  of  continual  idiotifm, 
is  another  cauie  of  divorce  in  this,  and  ought  to  be 
in  all  civilized  countries :  the  union  of  gentlenefs 
with  frentic  rage,  and  of  reafon  with  folly,  Ihould, 
in  the  indiflbluble  bands  of  wedlock,  be  prefcribed 
like  other  unnatural  unions. 

According  to  the  fame  code,  baftards  may  be  legi- 
timated by  the  marriage  of  their  paxents  j  and  the 
excellent  law  of  adoption  is  rcftored^in  the  extent  it 
had  among  the  Romans. 

In  that  part  which  relates  to  judicature,  it  dircdbs 
that  the  report  of  all  caufes  (hall  be  made  in  eight, 
or  in  fifteen  days,  unlefs  there  be  an  indifpenfiblc 
necefTity  for  deferring  it. 

All  caufes  which  pafs  through  three  degrees  of  jurif- 
diftion  muft  be  terminated  in  the  fpace  of  a  year.  Ad- 
vocates alone  are  to  carry  on  the  proceedings,  which 

are 
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are  very  fimpfc,  and  the  ofBdc  of  attorney  is  fup- 
prefled. 

Such  is  the  fubftance  of  the  famous  code  ofFrede^ 
ricky  which  is  ftill  fufccptible  of  ittiprovcment.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  French  legiflators  ^411  draw 
from  thence  whatever  may  be  found  ufcful  to  the 
nation ;  and  that  by  modifying  what  appears  too 
imperious,  or  has  too  much  famenefs  in  this  code, 
they  will  form  one  fo  perfcftly  wife,  and  equitable, 
that  it  may  hereafter  be  adopted  by  all  Europe* 

The  inhabitants  of  Pruffia  are  computed  to  be 
five  millions  j  and  how  a  (late  which  contains  no 
more  people  fhould  be  able  to  fupport  fo  great  an 
army,  would  be  aftonifhing,  if  it  were  not  known 
that  Frederick  the  lid.  increafed  the  population  of 
his  kingdom  by  the  recruits  which  he  drew  for  this 
army  from  other  ftates. 

Half  only  of  the  two  hundred  tholifand  men,  which 
are  always  rea^jT  to  march,  are  Pruflians.  This  moi- 
ety is  compofed  of  peaiants,  enlifted  journeymen, 
and  day-labourers;  who,  in  the  months  of  April  and 
May,  join  their  regiments  in  order  to  be  exercifed 
in  military  evolutions,  and  afterwards  return  to  their 
fields,  to  prepare  the  enfuing  harveft.  The  other 
moiety  is  formed  of  enlifted  foreigners,  who  increafe 
the  national  population.  Thofc  foldiers,  who  arc 
employed  only  two  days  in  the  week  on  military 
duty,  can  on  the  intermediate  days,  and  in  the 
towns  where  they  arc  in  garrifon,  work  at  different 

trades 
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trades  for  their  own  emolument:  marriage  is 
io  far  from  being  forbidden  among  Acm^  that  k 
is  encouraged ;  and  there  is  not  a  Fruflian  regiment 
but  has  more  women  and  children  than  ibldiers  be* 
longing  to  it.  There  is  an  hofpital  at  Potfiiam  for 
maintaining,  five  thousand  children  of  foldiers^  great 
part  of  whom  are^  at  the  age  of  eight  ycu:^  fent  into 
the  country  among  the  peaiants,  and  thirteen  crowns 
a  year  paid  for  bringing  them  up;  by  this  means  they 
became  good  hufbandnQaa>  and,  when  their  ftature 
is  fufficient,  good  (bldiers. 

After  conQdering  thefe  circumftances,  weihaUfind 
no  difficulty  in  agreeing  with  M.  de  Hortabeig,  that 
'<  The  Prufiian  army»  however  numerous  it  may  be, 
*<  is  not  diiproportioned  to  the. population  of  the 
'^  country  -,  which  it  augments  rather  than  dimi- 
*'  nifhes." 

Agriculture  was  (o  wifely  encouraged  by  Fre* 
derick  the  lld^  that  the  com  produced  in  Pruflht  ia 
common  years,  is  not  only  fufficient  for  home  con-- 
fumption,  but  aUows  of  an  exportation  to  the  value 
of  fix  millions  of  livres.  Befulesj  as  has  been  ob- 
ferved  by  M.  de  Hortzberg,  ^*  She  may  aifibrd  io 
'^  much  more  to  the  export  trade,  from  her  having 
^^  behind  her  the  fertile  countries  of  Poland,  Bohemia, 
'^  and  Saxony,  which  can  lend  nothing  by  fea  but 
''  through  the  PruITian  dates;  from  whence,  by  means 
"  of  the  Elbe,  the  Oder,  and  the  Viftula,  they  find 
'^  a  lucrative  and  cafy  exportation/* 

It 
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It  is  not  cxaftly  known  to  what  fum  the  revenue 
of  Pruflia  announts ;  but  it  muft  excite  admiration, 
that  without  augmenting  the  taxes  paid  before  by 
his  fubjefts,  Frederick  the  lid  found  means  to  main- 
tain and  recruit  very  foripidable  armies  \  to  contend 
during  a  feven  years  war  againft  three  of  the  greateft 
powers  of  Europe;  to  extend  his  empire^  to  render  , 
his  new-born  flag  refpevlablej  to  caufe  the  building 
of  near  fix  hundred  villages,  which  he  peopled 
with  families  invited  from  other  countries  \  and  to 
diftribute  from  1763  to  X785  nearly  two  millions 
of  crowns  every  year  in  gratuities,  rewards,  an4 
encouragements^ 

This  excellent  adminiftration,  this  glorious  ufe  of 
power,  calls  upon  us  to  pardon  the  late  king  of  Pruf- 
fia  for  having  forgot  the  rights  of  the  nation  which 
he  governed,  and  for  having  confidered  only  as  his 
fubjefts  the  rnen  who  were  united  under  his  em- 
pire. 

It  is  not  yet  time  to  pronounce  on  the  govern- 
ment of  Ruffia.  What  could  be  faid  of  that  im- 
menfe  empire,  which  may  be  compared  to  a  block 
of  marble  on  which  different  artifts  have  fucceflively 
employed  their  talents  ?  It  was  grofsly  hewn  out 
by  Peter  the  Great  5  the  rough  form  of  this  coloflal 
figure  was  foftened  by  Elizabeth  \  and  it  h^s  received 
more  of  the  human  appearance  from  the  able  hand 
of  Catherine  the  lid.  who  t)y  the  inftru6lions  which 
^e  gave  to  the  commiflioners  fharged  with  pre- 
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paring  a  new  code  of  laws,  has  proved  hftfelf-nwr* 
thy  of  governing  a  great  empire.  She  has  done  more 
for  RuflTia  by  her  equity  and  her  beneficence,  than  all 
her  generals  have  done  by  their  warlike  vittueF^ 
It  is  of  little  advantage  to  fo  vaft  an  enapire  to  liave 
its  bounds  extended ;  its  true'  welfare  is  more  ef- 
fentially  promoted  by  favouring  population  by  wife 
laws;  by  encouraging  induftry;  by  increafing its 
r|i:|ies  by  commerce  J  by  cwkivating  the  arts  aiid^ 
reconciling  them  to  a  ftubborn  foil,  ungenlal  to  their' 
nature  i  by  meliorating  the  mianners  of  a  ftill  ftvage 
i^ce.of  nobles  ^  and  by  communicating  fenfibilicy 
to  a  people  whom  the  mughriefs  of  their  climate' 
had  rendered  impenetrable  to  all  the  foft  affeftions, 
and  fecial  virtues  of  humanity.  Thefe  arc  the  works 
which  already  make  die  reign  of  Catherine  illuftrious ; 
and  which  will  refleft  fo  much  glory  on  her  memory. 

I  fhall  now  quit  the  fojourn  of  royalty  to  penetrate 
the  bofom  of  a  republic ;  but  it  is  not  one  where 
liberty  finds  a  happy  afylum  j  let  us  however  ftek 
her  from  country  to  country  until  we  exj>erience 
the  delight  which  her  afpeft  infpires.  If  we 
find  her  not  in  another  republic,  which  has  by  its 
courage  raifed  itfclf  above  tyranny,  and  by  its  in- 
duftry above  the  ocean,  perhaps  fhe  may  prefent 
herftlf  to  our  view  in  an  ifland  where  fhc  has  taken 
refuge,  as  a  place  from  whence  (he  may  better  brave 
oppreflion.  But  if  from  that  inconftancy  fo  natural 
to  licr,  ihc  has  ftclen  away  from  her  adorers,  and  has 
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deeeivcd  then)  hy  kaviojg  Ifeehdoufnefs  in  her  roorti^ 
we  will  trayerfe  the  vaft. extent  of  the  Atlantic  ttf 
enquire  whether  ihe  has  not  eftablifhed  her  throne* 
^aiidft  a  people^  mote  likely  from  their  manners  to^ 
render  her  the  worfhip  in  which  (he  delights.  ^ 

Ther<?5  at  kajdy  we  ihaU  contemplate  her  faithfid^ 
image  $  and  from  that  we  (hall  be  able  to  know  her^' 
if  on  our  return  we,  (hookl  difcovcr  her  in  Franceif* 
triumphantover.  ii^U.'Oppo(ing  obftades^  difengaged^ 
froni  the  dark  anxieties  which  threw  a  gloonn  ove^' 
her  approach,  and  b^lanped  in  the  midft  of  public' 
tranquillity,  as  the  fgn  in  a  ploudlefs  heaven  feemy 
to  fio^t  in  an  oce^n  of  light. 
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